The United Democratic Front
stands

accused

Delmas Treason Trial

emments proposals for a tricameral (05K5.
parliament and for black local author-
wies. 16 united student 3ou‘th,FO|*
itical, women's and other
ho were against these ProPosolé The
UDF ran successful canmpaigns in 1963
and 1984 calling for o bojectt of black
local authorities and the tricameral ele-
ctions. They rejectect these schemes ond
called for “one persern one vote” They fer-
d that the Mack local authorities did
ot address the real problems and that
their implementation would lead togient
r conflict . The government took nonctice
banned ENZ UDFE meetwgs accused it
o front for the banned Afrian
reSS and Put the UDF$
aaders m for legfhmate protest.
JTr| al and
|tB H istory
In September 1984 the fears the UDFhadl
expressed materialised:six months after
they came into cffice, the black local
authority inthe Vaal Triongle incre
rents. Residents could not aﬂ%ra the
high vents and organised to cppese
them. (On 3September 1464 the ol
vic Assodiation(VcA), an affiliate of
DF, organisect a protest marrch o per-
uade the authorities to dropthe
increase. which was going to startm
t day /- The march was b Y\%M by the

po(rce whoshot at the marchers wi

by the increased rentals, bad edu-
ation, Corrupt covneillors hofodilt
nd their exclusion from any real
political decision - making. The UDF
and Its affiliates were blamed for th
Violence and their members weye
detained . Oh Il June 4% 22 anti-
aParthctd activists, mcluohfp (ADF
leaders  appeated in court ey
hacl already spent many months
in detentian.They wexe charged
with treason, MLM”Ule,r‘ texroriom
anal subversion. The State accused
them of platting with bhe ANC to
overthrow the. government by
violent means. The. trialistsdeni
his. The. trial became known as
the Delmas TreasonTrial because
it was heard In Delmes for the
first 18 months .

The Trialists

The trialigts were : RpoMalefe(31), Gen-
eral Secretory of the UDF, Terror’lekoka(2d),
PublicibySectetary of the U0 Meshire
(@Tmnwmﬁecmtag of the UDF, TomMan
thati(48)from the SAcc and the Sowets Givic
Assoviation; GcinaMalindi(22)from the Vaal
Givie Association (UcA); fatrickBaleka from
AzanYu; Oupatflomokag&s)fromAzapo;Rev
Moselane @2);PetrusMokeenao)from the
RatepersAsciation; DaviAMphuthsi
al Nbpmcﬂﬁ)ﬁrdm'?amawo(ss),mm
\lllalmé?),JdmaMokm(ss) ; SimanNkali
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The UDF Wamirg. Violence broke cut in (29); ke Hl aryane(4o); Som Matlole(é4y,and first time that the courts had
The United Democratic Front, wa formed the Viaal and in many cther towndhi MusoRatsmo(ﬂ)are all from the \ag) gien people suspended sentence:
in 198 out of oppesition to the Residents had becene frustrated (ivic Association;and lomManthala(48)from with restrictions .

The Trial
out: the trial the accused fek
ioMarch l&%ﬁﬁ Fired"one
e biwo agsessor who
H\:oasc He was fired because he had
1I|tong¢19{5mr6 @amp-

to dismis
Wo&waﬁaﬁor%n bhough the
accuseol complatned that he
WaS O member
bend! Haw counld the &rlollstsgef
a fair trial when thefelt that
the judge and the assessor were
oingt them? The Delmas freason
bngest trial in South
| history in terms of
days (n court — over 460days
The court fecord consists of 27 104
pades, and the [udgement tock up
| 521 pages. Iy November 1988, the
(ourt faind that Mdefe L ekota,
Chikane and Manthato wexe guilty
of treason. Malindti, Mokoena, Mphh
Nkepane, Hlanyane, Matlole ancl
Komakgula were convicted of terms
s [eketa was sentenced to
12 years imprisonment, Molefe
and Chikone to 10 years,Man-
thatat to6 and Mafing
others qot, suspended sentences
with severe restrictions. This was bhe
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The Implications
The Delmas Treason Tl was
veally a brial of the United
Democraticfront, its affiliates
and legitimate extra- parliam-
entary opposition to aparthe:
The fact that the trialists were
found quilty means that the
South African courts have made
legitimate protest against
opartheid illegal. The Mas
Demacratic Movement, anti-apar
bheid orgamsattons in South
Africa and overseas were
angered and outroged at their
convictions. Tlr\qj howe vowed
bo fight for the freedom of
the trialists. The defence
beam 18 Oppealing against the
convicbions and the sentences

ave alsoapplying tor o speci
The% to have &leﬂ W o{le trial <
oside becouse of the many
irreqularities theycy ocoured
during it.

rec the State.On
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Al organisations and individuals
must campaign for the: unconcl-
ikionhal freedom of the Delmag
Treason Trialists, for the freedom
of all palitical prisoners and

we must all work for the
end of Apartheid |
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We stand by our leadel S

Issued by the Delmas Support Group

DEFEND THE RIGHT TO LEGITIMATE PROTEST
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