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‘l do agree that there are grave
reasons for doubting the verdict
which was given against you, and |

would give support to any campaign
to reopen your case.’

Lord Gifford QC

sions suggest that the statements |
were true.

These statements also list the
injuries that were already on the
men’s bodies on admission to pris-
on. One prison officer said, The
prisoner’s torso was more or less
covered with bruises... they were
all colours and most of them looked
oldish." Another said the men’s
bodily markings ‘were consistent
with a systematic beating below the
neck while in police custody.

Further evidence came from Dr |
David Paul, a world authority in
forensic medicine, who examined |
sets of photographs taken of the !
men while they were in police
custody and then in prison custody.
He told World in Action that he was
‘completely confident’ that they had
been injured before leaving police
custody, and had subsequently sus-
tained further injuries.

YEARS OF CAMPAIGNING

The six men were convicted at
Lancaster Crown Court on 15 Au-
gust 1975, Fach was given 21 life
sentences. They applied to the
Court of Appeal for leave to chal-
lenge their convictions, but on 30
March 1976 this was refused. Lord
Widgery, sitting with two other
judges, said there was nothing ‘un-

convictions.

In November 1977 the men tried
to sue the police for assaulting
them. Their action was stopped by
Lord Denning in the Court of Appeal
in January 1980. Upholding an
appeal by the West Midlands and
Lancashire police against the men'’s

action, Lord Denning made an ex—: His call has been supported by a
number of prominent people includ- |

traordinary statement:

‘If the six men win it will mean
that the police were guilty of per- l
jury, that they were guilty of vio- |
lence and threats, that the confes-
sions were involuntary and were
improperly admitted in evidence: |
and that the convictions were ‘
erroneous. That would mean that
the Home Secretary would have
either to recommend that they be ‘
pardoned or he would have to remit |
the case to the Court of Appeal. This
is such an appalling vista that every
sensible person in the land would
say: “It cannot be right that these

actions should go any further.” They
should be struck out.'

In essence, Lord Denning was
saying that the action had to be
stopped because the men might
win, and the consequences of this
were too ‘appalling’ to be allowed to
happen.

The case was then taken to the
House of Lords, where in October
1981 Lord Diplock confirmed Lord
Denning’s decision. A few days later
Paddy Hill began a hunger strike
which lasted 42 days.

Following the World in Action
programme in October 1985, Sir
John Farr, Conservative MP for the
district which includes Gartree pris-
on where Paddy Hill is incarcerated,
submitted a dossier of new evi-
dence to the Home Secretary, who
alone has the power fo re-open the

Sir John Farr MP

" 3utop sem [ 1eUm Iea[d A19A

case. 'The Home Secretary should '

certainly hold a retrial, said Farr.

ing the Bishops of Derry, Down and
Conor, and Galway, and John Hume
MP.

At the time of writing, Home
Secretary Douglas Hurd’s decision
is not yet known. If he decides to
re-open the case, there is still no
guarantee that justice will be done.

As things stand, in Paddy Hill's
words, ‘We are more or less conde-
rned to die in prison.’

Please do all you can to ensure
this does not happen, and that these
six innocent men are freed from
their living nightmare.

} Number- 509497
Name: Power
‘ wood Scrybs
| 16 September 1975

|' HM Prison Worm,

ga:_mda. and the news
msome stick aboyt torturing
ons, when jt’s ha

P Ppeni
no justice, Everybody n(-red?;g Eon

media was alsq giving the
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} their noseg! There ig :
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| Billy

What you can do

[] Write to Rt. Hon. Douglas Hurd MP, The Home Secretary,
House of Commons, London SW1A OAA

[ Write to Noel Dorr, Irish Ambassador, Irish Embassy, 17
Grosvenor Place, London SW1X 7HR

(] Write to your MP

(1 Ask your trade union branch, political party or other
organisation to take immediate action. Make sure resolutions
are forwarded to the Home Secretary and the Irish Ambassador.
Please also send a copy to the Troops Out Movement or to
Information on Ireland, who will forward it to the prisoners.

(] Write to the national and local papers and phone your local
radio station.

(1 Organise or support activities taking place in your area.
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THE CASE OF THE

IRMINGHAM

‘The Home Secretary should
certainly hold a retrial.’

Sir John Farr, Conservative MP for
Harborough

ix Birmingham Irishmen have been in jail since

1974 for offences they did not commit. The

suffering and bitter frustration they and their
families have borne is incalculable. Unless massive
public pressure is brought to bear, they will spend the
rest of their lives in prison.

Hugh Callaghan, Paddy Hill, Gerry Hunter, Dick
Mecllkenny, Bill Power and John Walker were arrested
in November 1974 in the wave of outrage that
followed the bombing of two pubs in Birmingham.
Twenty-one people were Killed in the bombings, and
162 were injured. Anti-Irish feeling was fierce, and
the Labour government took the opportunity to rush
through the Prevention of Terrorism Act, which then
| Home Secretary Roy Jenkins described as ‘draco-
| nian’.

The six were long-time Birmingham residents,
working class men with families. Five were arrested
within hours of the bombing as they boarded a boat
for a short visit to Ireland. Forensic tests, which have
since been conclusively discredited, suggested that
two of them might have handled explosives. The men
were savagely and repeatedly beaten by the police
during two days of interrogation, and four of them
signed false ‘confessions’. The ‘confessions’ contra-
dicted each other and did not match the evidence
from the scene. The six were nevertheless convicted
and sentenced to life imprisonment.

The six men were victims of hysteria and
vengeance, not recipients of justice. They were
convicted because they were Irish and in the wrong
place at the wrong time. They, and their families, have
consistently proclaimed their innocence. Please help
to set them free!
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Bill Power
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