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THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

Churches in South Africa have declared apartheid - the pohcy,
deology and its practice - a sin and irreconcilablé with the Gospel.
The Churches have cuns:stently called upon the government'to aban-
don apartheid and to negotiate a free, democratic and non-racial society
which all will be equal before the law, umspecnve of race, colour
or creed. The Churches have stated time and again that this is the only
peaceful way in which the problems of South Africa can be resolved.
But the apartheid government consistently msponds to these calls with
further violence against the community at large:*:When the Church
calls for peace and the need for negnn?um with the legitimate leaders
of the oppressed black community, it isaccused of promoting violence
and supporting terrorism. But the Church must make its own, the
words Christ used to describe His mission:

"The spirit of the Lord has been given to me . for he has
annointed me. He sent me to proclaim.liberty to the captives
and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, 1o
proclaim the Lord"s year of favour”. (Luke 4:18-19)
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t was with wish to realise these Scriptural words that the Churches
Iresuh ed at the convocation of Churches held in May 1988, to launch
the "Standing for the Truth Campaign”. The aim of this campaign was
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to use noni-violent effective actions to pummmihe government
to abandon apartheid and to participate in a negotiated settlement.

Through this campaign the Churches stand in compassionate
solidarity with those who are oppressed, and suffering under the
heresy of apartheid. While pinpointing the sin of the government
which allows injustice to continue under the banner of Christianity,
the Church’s campaign is one of peace, justice and reconciliation.

The Church calls on all Christians to support these initiatives be-
cause we cannot claim to be committed to love, yet support the mer-
ciless repression of people. We cannot speak about reconciliation
and peace, yet participate in the violence of the system and con-
demn the struggle of the people as rebellious and violent. We need
to make our stand; a stand that will reflect the truth because it was
Christ whe said inJohn 8:31: "You will know the truth and the truth
shall set you free”.

CHRISTIANS AND THE DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN

o doubt you have heard and read much about the defiance cam-
N paign currently being organised by the mass democratic move-
ment and: perhaps you are asking what our response as Chnistians
should be. As Christians some of of us might believe that we are
to give unquestioning obedience to the authorities and especially -
the state. In fact Romans 13 tells us "Everyone must submit to the
authorities for they are God's agents working for your good”. What
happens when the government is longer working for our good?
What happens when the authorities in doing deeds that are
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- in complete contradiction to the message of love and peace that we
read about in the Bible?

Detaining people without tnal, restﬁcu;f people in .their own
homes, silencing all forms of oppostion, w ppmg peOple for step-
ping on a "whites only" beach are not the actions of a: government
working for our good. .

South Africa is a land where oppression and injustice,are the order
of the day and we as Christians are constantly being called upoi to
obey the unjust laws of the state.

There are numerous passages in the Bible yhergwg to!dm prk
for the liberation of the oppressed and to oppose m]usuce ],In ts
4:19-20 and 5:29, we read of Jesus’ disciples, dehbeqa gzgg_be -
ing the laws of the land because they conflicted, mm;GQQEpom-
mands. The famous words they utterare "We must obey God rather
than men”

It is with this conviction that the Churches’in the * Western Cape
have embarked upon a campaign of defiance in its mission of Stand-
ing for the Truth. This campaign is peaceful and non-violent and is
effected in compassionate solidarity with the mass derfidcratic move-
ment.

urely the time has come for us as Christians to say that we will

no longer bow down to unjust laws, that we will no longer be part
of oppression, that we will no longer be part of apartheid structures.
~ Butrather that like Peter and John we will obey God,before the South
African government, that we will work for justice by défying all un-
just laws no matter what the consequences. For ultimately our al-
legiance is to God who is actively on the side of the poor and the
oppressed through us His servants on earth.
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