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Nelson Mandela?

Standing for the
Truth Campaign



iNelson Mandela
The Man

Family and Educational Background

- Born into the royal Tembu household near Umntata in
the Transkei in 1918, Nelson Mandela was destined to
become chief snmaday However his father died in

11930 leaving him in the charge of his cousin, David
Dalindybo, Acting Pnrlmuunt Chief. Nelson
graduated from Healdtown Methodist School and en-
rolled at the University of Fort Hare in 1938, SiX-

_teen. He read for a BA degree and was expelled in
1940 together with Oliver Tambo for helping to or-
ganise a student protest. He left Transkei for Johan-
nesburg to escape an arranged marriage and to further
his studies.

The ANC Youth League (ANCYL)

Once in Johannesburg he completed his BA degree
through UNI®A. On the encouragement and advice of
Walter Sisulu he enrolled for alaw degree at Wits

University. Deeply incensed at the appalling living con-
‘ditions of the Urban African, the overcrowded
townships, incessant pass raids and restriction of
educational and economic opportunity, Mandela

joined the ANC in 1940. After four years of involve-
ment he, Sisulu, Tambo and others formed the AMC

Youth League. Dissatisfied with the slow pace o.

hange of the authorities and the "gentlemanly” method

f bringing about change of the older ANC leaders, the

outh League argued for a more direct and militant
vay of confronting the South African State. Their ef-
rts were rewarded when in 1948 the ANC adopted
he Programme of Action. This programme was to
mmit the ANC to a new way of challenging the
ung apartheid state by means of boycotts, strikes,

vil disobedience and passive resistance. However

ere was to be no violence of any sort.
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The Defiance Campaign

Mandela quickly rose through the ranks of ANC
leadership. In 1948 he was national secretary of the
ANCYL. In 1949 he was elected to the ANC National
Executive and by 1950 he was elected National Presi-
dent of the ANCYL. 1952 saw the start of the first
major event of the Programme of Action - the Defiance
Campaign. Thousands of volunteers throughout the
country defied six of the worst of the unjust laws of the
Apartheid government. The laws were designed to fur-
ther bumiliate and divide the "non-European” popula-
*»n of South Africa and erode whatever existi
_ litical and economic rights they still had. These laws
were: ;

* The extension of passes to African women and
children; '

* Stock limitation in the African reserves. Opposi-
tion to this law was a protest against the scarcity of
land for Africans brought about by the 1913 Land Act,;

* The further division of African people along tribal
lines in reserves by the imposition of the Tribal
Authorities Act; ;

* The Group Areas Act which entrenched the
division of people in urban areas on racial and tribal
lines; h

* The Coloured Voters Act or the Voters Registration
Act which aimed at removing 'Coloureds’ from the
voters roll and placing them on a separate votefs roll;

* The Suppression of Communism Act which allowed
tt Minister of Justice to define who was or was not
"L nmunist” and to detain them.

The campaign was seen by its leaders as part of the
national liberation struggle to create or transform the
coanditions which would restore HUMAN DIGNITY,
EQUALITY, and FREEDOM to all South Africans.
Mandela was volunteer-in-chief. By his inspiration and
leadership by example, 8500 people including himself
were imprisoned by the end 1952 '

Throughout the campaign the volunteers were dis-
ciplined and peaceful. The leaders consistently in-
sisted on this.
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‘By the end of 1952 Mandela had been elected as
president of the Transvaal branch of the ANC as well
as national vice president under Albert Luthuli. In
December of that year he and 19 others were charged
under the Suppression of Communism Act for their
role in the Defiance Campaign. Mandela received a
nine month suspended sentence as well as a six month
banning order. This was renewed for two years when it
expired in September 1953. Mandela resigned him<ell
to working underground. In 1956 the state came\ aa
fresh attempt to stem the tide of the national liberation
movement. It accused 156 prominent political activists
and leaders of all races of being part of an internation-
al "communist inspired” attempt to overthrow the
South African State by violence. The Freedom Charter
and the Programme of Action were the main documents
used as evidence. Almost the entire leadership of the
ANC were on trial including Chief Albert Luthuli and
Nelson Mandela. By 1959 all except 30 of the accused
were released without charge. Mandcla was among the
30 who remained on trial until 1960. In the last two
years of the trial Mandela and a co-accused Duma
Nokwe helped to conduct the defence of their ﬁ:lluw
trialists.

In 1958 Mandela married Winnic Nomzamo
Madikizela, a qualified social worker, also originally
from the Transkei. In 1960 the remaining treason tr
alists were acquitted. In March of that year the wor..
was incensed by the massacre at Sharpeville, The
ANC organised protestations in response to the
brutality of the police at Sharpeville. These were
violently suppressed and a state of emergency was
declared. The PAC (Pan Africanist Congress) and the
ANC were banned. 20000 people were arrested in-
cluding Mandela' and many of the Treason Trialists.
Mandela was released after the emergency ended. It
was at this point that he decided to go underground.
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The "Black Pimpernel”

In the months which followed, Mandela earned the
nickname of the "Black Pimpernel", dlsuppcanng and
reappearing at crucial moments to give direction and
leadership to the people. In Dmmbcr 1960 he ap-
peared at the "allin African Conference” in Picter-
maritzburg to'address the crowd. The demand of the
. conference was for a National Convention and a rejec-
'w of the proposed South African Republic.

Umkhonto #’E Sizwe -
"Spear of the Nation"

" A three day strike called in the name of Mandela to
coincide with the declaration of the Republic on 31st
May 1961 was well supported, despite state attempts to
crush it violently. The army and police were out in full
force and many more activists of all races were ar-
rested. ‘A int Mandela announced, "In my mind

we are d%np{cr on this question of a non-

" violent polity." Six months later in December 1961
Umkhonto We Sizwe "the spear of the nation” made its
appearance with several acts of sabotage. A new chap-
ter in the history of the national liberation struggle was
- openced, after 40 years of peaccful protest.

| .%ﬁfnma

Mandela had travelled overseas and in Africa
spreading the nesvs of what was happening in South
Africa, On his ratuin, he was arrested in August 1962
and :hargud with'incitement and lllcgall}' luuw:g the
country. He was sentenced to five years imprisonment.
When his colleagues were arrested at Rivonia in July
1963, he was hruughl out of prison to stand trial with
them. The charge was that of conspiracy to overthrow
the government by force. Mandela conducted his own
defence. The ten trialists were sentenced to life im-
prisonment,
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Nelson Mandela was sent to prison because of his op-
position to apartheid and his unwavering commitment
to a non-racial, democratic and united South Africa,
free from racial discrimination and inequality, in which

—~all South Africans will have an equal say in govern-
ment. These ideals have yet to be realised.

WHY MANDELA’S |
RELEASE IS AN ISSUE ®
FOR CHRISTIANS '

* South Africa is in the grip of escalating in-
ternal civil conflict. Mandela is recognised
by the majority as their leader. He is there-
fore indispensable in bringing about UNITY
and PEACE in our country.

* Apartheid is internationally condemned as
a crime against humanity. Mandela’s uncon-
ditional release will therefore be welcomed
by the international community as a crucial
first step towards the dismantling of apart-
heid.

* The Gospel demands that Christians
STAND FOR THE TRUTH. Consequently
churches in South Africa and the world over’
have declared apartheid a Heresyanda
False Gospel. Nelson Mandela has been im-
prisoned for taking his STAND FOR THE
TRUTH against the apartheid heresy. Chris-
tians have a moral duty therefore to support
his release.



