The guidelines for far-reaching comstitutional
change in South Africa were dizclosed on 31st July
1982 by the Prime Minister, Mr P.W. Botha ai
Bloemfoniein,

War, P W Borka

The plan, which envoked wide reactions, was sel
off by the proposals of the President’s Council.
Following are the basic elements:

® An executive president

& Ahree chamber p;.rli;l.mrnl: [one for Whites,
one for Coloureds and one for Indians)

® A cabinet representative of all three groups
(coloured, white and Indians)

® A President’s Council consisting of elecied
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and nominated members
* A new approach towards regional and local
management functions

The Executive President

The executive will be elected bv an clectorial
college comprising 88 members (50 Whites, 25
Coloureds and 13 Asians).
The president will have powers of which the
mire imporiant are:
& (o elect members to the cabanet
# 10 decide which matters are of common or
general interest.
The executive president may not be or become
a member of parliamen,

The Cahinet

The cabinet. which will be appointed by the
president, will conugis of members of 2 three
population groups who are represenied™ the
three chambers of parliament.

This multi-racial cabinet will principabiy
initiate legislation

President’s Couwncil

This body will consist of &) members — 30 will
be elected from the White Chamber of Parha-
nent, 10 from the Coloured chamber and § by
he Asian chamber. The others will be nomi-
nated by the president.
An important aspect of the activities of the
president's council will be to act as intermedia-
tor should a conflict situation arise when con-

sensis cannod be reached by the three chambers,
Farliament

The parhament will comprise three chamber
—one for Whites, one for Coloureds and one fuor |
Asians. Parlament will compose an electorial
college which will elect the president.

Committes system

A Systermn of committess will be the link between
the executive body and the legilative bosds
There will be committees which wall associnle
the three chambers and cabinet committees amd
whach will function as link between the cabinet
and each of the three parliamentary chambers
{see diagramme at the bottom of this page).

ine of the most important functions of the
cummiltes syatem wall be to evoke the principal
AT comeessation s recommended by the Presi
dent’s Council and 1o achieve the gresfest mea-
sure of comsensus 1o avoid conflict, which ofien
acEpw 1 parlamentary debate,

Reginnal and Local Management

The guidelines for regional and local manage-
ment make provision for represeniation for
Coloured and Asian members in one body or in
seperate but hinked mumicipal organisations
depending on the specific situation. These guide-
fines are not to date clearly set out.

Provincial borders will be unaltered and
regional committees will function wathin these
borders.
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