INTRODUCTION

This is a record of some of the main events that NUSAS has initiated or been invilved in during 1981, The
list is not complete, but we hope it will serve to show that the National Union is alive and well.

1981 has been a turbulent year. The General Election saw Botha's government trying to legitimise its power.
The State’s Republic-Day celebrations
evoked massive protest from most
South Africans who refused to — - ""@I" y
celebrate Apartheid. The Wilson- o= ied
Rowntree boycott emphasised the "

ongoing struggle of unions to achieve
democratlic representation for workers.

Whilst NUSAS campuses dedicated
themselves to a democratic future
thit year, the state cracked down,
detaining and banning student leaders.

Despite these knocks, NUSAS has |
emerged, at the vears end, stronger,
and still intent on working towards

democracy and rﬂd“'“; in South
Africa.
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NUSAS THEME

students for a democratic
future
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wCrudents’ for a Democratic Future™ was the theme that held
1981 together for the srudent movement. [t was no mean task,
for it was a vear marked by wery diverse evenits and ActviIlies.

High profile protests. low profile seminars, specialised conferen:
ces: Republic Bay, Widson Rowntree and academic freedom
igpues: all had to be lhnked in some way. The strength of
“Srudents for a Democratic Future™ was its ability 1o provide
for a wide variety of issucs, actritics, debates and people, and to
provide a basis for the unity of them all.

Soon after the theme was launched in high profile mass mectings
addressed by speakers smach as Zinzi Mandcla and Alex Borane,
a highly successful cartoon booklet entitled "Students for a
Democratic Future™ was launched. Socon after was Genera
Election time, which also provided am excellent opportunity of
taking up the theme. A number of conferences investigated the
role of profesionals, particalarly doctors and lawyers, in the
democratic Fature. ‘The NUSAS July Festival, held under the
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theme “Towards a South African Democracy” f-n-tuﬂ:-l:d on the
ways in which people were organising for the future now,

The theme emerged durnng the deliberations of the 1980
Congress as an exprossion al the importance that the dea af
“democracy” had assumed in the events of that year. Schools
boveotts, the Helease Mandels Campaign, and the meat sirike
had made it a central part of the ideological armoury of the
forces of opposition in South Afrca. Students Telt the need
to place their allegiance wn record, 1o say that they were also
“for a Democratic Future ",

AL the same Lme, i1 DNowed lopeally from the themes of the
previows vears. Following on the consolidation which o¢eurmed
with the education years Bevween 1977 and 1979, the organi-
sation decided 1o lonk beyvond the wmiversities during 1980
“Exposing Total Strategy” was the theme for that year, and
it examined and exposed the ‘reforms™ of the Nationalist
government as little more than an aitempl to enrench existmg



power relatwnships

The 1981 theme developed this trend by esanuning the anti
democTatic I Suuth African bach aspect of

nature of
sdhat South African soceety way serutinned, the famidy, the
evervehere, people

wiog JETw

polmcal realm, the workplace, educaton
woore shown o be subgected o the power of oahers. The n
adequate nature of present structures made o0 possible, alin,
feur wludents Lo investygate ofher wavs in which soceties had lieen
organied to make for elfecine control of people oser the factors
whirh shaped thew Lives

An important part of the theme has been the contrast berween
the siatus quo and 1he dernands ol ghe maperiy ol South
Africans. Studenis have been able 1o support these demands in
various wayk and have been able (o Lake their place in the brosd
democratic movement against Apanthewd, which has emerged ina
much clearer form this vear. XUSAS has not only kept students
informed of 1he emereence of 1his movement, but has g tivels

mmiegrated white democratic students in i,

With the focus on the democratic organisation of the majoriny
of South Africans against Apartherd, NUSAS has also examined
s own organisation and role, Studenis have explored the extent
it which 11 15 |h;|:|.:|.||h!-t 1o grganiee democratcally n a Fuined a-
mentally undemocratic socicty. Lessons were learned aboul
students’ possibilities and himitations in contributing to 3 demn
cratic future, There has therefore been a particular emphasis 10
encourage as many students as possible to participate i formu
lating the policies and running the programmes of NLUSAS.

NUSAS today s stronger than it has been for many vears in i3
57 year history. It has both gained suppernt on the campunes ard
managed 1o play a significant political roke. The wide appeal of
“Srudents for a Democratic Fumre™ has undoubtedly played
4 siemificant role in making this poiuble



above Student leaders, unionists and community leaders, joimed
together to reject the Republic-flay celebrations.

below Camoflaged riol police  invads
Republic Day profents.

right:Bruce Fordyee, Comrades Marathon winncr, ran the raci
wearing @ black armband m protest agenst the inclusion of the race
under the Republic Day banner,

Wus campuy during the

FORWARD

PE OF‘LE. 5
REFPUBLIC




-~ WHOSE
REPUBLIC?

Little did the 1980 Congress realise what lay ahead when it de-

cided to oppose the 1981 Republic Day festivities. WI-IDSE REPEBLIE ?

The decision was to lead 1o the burning of South African and
Festival Mags, the appearance of riot police on campus, deten-
tions and bannings, but also 1o a new acceptance of the student
movement by the larger non+acial movement for change.

The Natal anti-Republic Celebrations Committee said in their call
to boycott: “What have people to celebrate but poverty, discase,
malnutrition, oppression and exploitation, If anything, the op-
pression has intensified rather than decreased since the forma-
tion of the Republic.” It was clear that students had to add their
voice to those who were saving: No Cause 1o Celebrate.

In spite of numerous attempts by the state to lable the campaign
as negative and destructive, the campaign was linked 1o a positive
iea = a new South Africa, based on the principles of the Free-
dom Charter. “No to apartheid republic, yes to a people’s repub-
lic** was the slogan that fired the imaginations of people in all
paris of the country.

Huge rallies were held on all English campuses except Rhodes to
protest against the celebrations. The meeting scheduled to be held
at Rhodes was banned but students bumed the banning order in a
gesture of defiance.

For the firsi time in many vears, black and white student leaders
shared platforms on their respective campuses. Wantu Zenzile of
COSAS spoke at UCT, Alf Karriem of UDW SRC spoke at Wits
and Andrew Boraine spoke at UDW. With them on stage were
representatives of many of the organisations invalved in the boy-
cotl: chruches, trade unions, spert, community and teacher or-
EAnILalions,

Students actively pressurised their universities not to take pan in
the celebrations. UND joined the boyvcott, while UCT refused the
authorities access to the university's sport lacilities for the
Festival Games.

It was at Wits that the most dramatic developments occured when
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taunts by right wingers led to the Mag-burning incident, so adept- wanh i AFRACA
Iy exploited by the SABC and its talented propogandist-in-chiel, Lint THE Sud

Chris Saunders. Campus conflict escalated, bringing the riot po- FROM THE
lice of Brig. Theuns “Rooi Rus" Swanepoel onto campus. Ulti. posr NS Lo

mately.all cabinet ministers were barred from the campus as fears
mounted that the ncht wing Students Moderate Alliance would
invite Prof. Gerrit Viljoen, the Minister of Education, onto cam-
pus in order 1o provoke further incidents.

But students also cartied the message about the boycott of the
festivities to the broader community. Thousands of pamphlets
were distributed in white schools throughout the counrry, Bruce
Fordyce of the Wits SRC raised the issue in a powerful way when
he won the Comrades marathon wearing a black armband. The
armband indicated his repection of the way in which the mara.
thon has been linked 10 the fesitrvities,

By and large, the festivities failed as a celebration of Unity in
Dversity. The divisions mherent in South African sociely were
smply far 100 apparent. And srudents were able Lo play a signifi-
cant role in expogng the bankruptcy of the flestival, and the
Republic they were designed to celebrate.




This year NUSAS has extended the scope of its media, beyond
the more formal publications,

Orientation Folder

NUSAS usually p-ru-d.'.j.t:ﬂ an introductory booklet about MUSAS
activities, for distribution during Orientation Week. This year,
to make our contribution different from the mass of pamphlets
and publications which inundate aew students, NUSAS brought
out an Orientation Folder. Inside were loose sheets outlining
NUSAS projects and activities, the theme, interesting facts about
South Africa, SUSAS structure, ete. New students also used the
folder for all the other material handed owt
service feom the National Union,

anather student

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCEATIC FUTURE

Each wvear SU'SAS has o gei the theme acros o students.
Often these publications remain unrcad because they are dull and
leok uninteresting, “Students for a Demeacratie Future” however,
tesok a different form and emerged as a semi«carioon bookler,
mixing text and drawings. It covered the issues of F:.l.l']11'||1'|{'r'l-l.l.r"g.
democracy (thal dermocracy meant more than the '-'HH‘:I.de'IH'
cracy [or lack of it} in the home, the school amd
the media, and also mentioned the history of oppoution to this
lack af democracy b
concluded with ideas about how the situation and prevailing
sttiiudes could be changed and how students oould FJ|-H' a part
in Lthis necdisary change, b

the waorkplace,

communibies, anidl workers. It
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ELECTION PAMPHLET

Arca’s white eleciorie was
vtment to the apartheid
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Aprd 1981, and once again Socuth
called to the polls to reaffirm
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prrople awent benne happy  that they had comribiuted 1o South
The NUSAS pamphlet on the election had
micssape. 1) Thar the Nationalists had called the
entrench their own power and 1o legitmate their
total strategy”, their answer to the “Total Onslooght® that they
clugemed 1o be fightimg. 2) That voting once i 5 years is not
enciegh prople should all participate in the decision making
RO s that affeet thewr hives,

African Demoeracy,
a different
eleoiiemn i

Students for a
Democratic Future
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REPUBLIC DAY PAMPHLET

A political high point of 1981 was undoubtedly the 20th Anni-
versary Republi Day Cilebrations and the massive anti-Republic
Day Campaign waged by progressive groups throughout the
country. In an attemp’ 15 counter some of the state propoganda
which stressed that all 3outh Africans should celebrate 'Unity in
Diversity', XUSAS produced a pamphlet to be distributed to
schools and the pubac. Tt stressed that the majority of South
Africans had nothing to celebrate. That in 20 years the Republic
had done little else but intensify thelr oppression and exploita-
tion. The pamphlet sthessed 1oo, that the time had come for peo-
ple 1o ke sides: euier the side of apartheid, subjugation and
unjust laws = or the side which strove for equality and freedom,
the side Nighting for a truly democratic South Africa. .

DISSENSION
IN THE
RANKS
white opposition
in south africa

DISSENSION IX THE RANRKRS

During the politcal campaign of the past few years it has be-
come clear that the struggle against apartheid is a non-racial
one. Boih black and white democrats have united in opposing
the apartheid state. “Dissension in the Ranks’ sought to trace
gome of the recent history of 3 few white opposition groups
in South Africa, commenting on the place they gocupied in the
struggle and what they did 1o aid or hinder it. It tried, (ad, 1o
draw out lessons from the mistakes of the past. 'Dissension”
hoped to further and facilitate the debate and understanding
about the position and contribution of whites in the struggle
for reedom.

WELCOME TO KUSAS

This publication did not have a very wide distribution and was
essentially a sccond introductory booklet. It was intended for
all pew. SEC members on affillated SRC's and also new mem-
bers of projeciz commitices and other S5RC sub-commitieces.
It included an outline of NUSAS structure, Congress, National
council, Head Office and what it does, the Directives, NUSAS
projcts, Fons, Sasts and 30 on.
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NATIONAL GATHERINGS

A record number of National gatherings were arranged this year,
The directives arranged a number of seminars and conferences
and NUSAS Head Office has arranged the others.

CONGRESS

The annual Congress is the most important national gathering.
This year it is being held in Cape Town at the end of November.
Aboutr 250 delegaies are expecied, who will meet for five days to
evaluate the past year and determine policy and direction for
1982, The President and other office-bearers are also elected ar
Congress.

HKATBERG

Each year in April, NUSAS holds a national introductory seminar
at Katberg, in the Hogsback mountains in the Fastern Cape. The
four days are filled with talks, simulation games, discussions and
an occasional movie, Katberg provides student leaders with an
important introduction 1o studert politics and the isq.uc:._t'u;ing
the student movement.

Topics such as feminism, cducation, history, and the role of the
student movement spurred on interesting discussion and argu-
menl which continued late into ihe I'liﬂh‘lj.

NATIONAL COUNCIL

MUSAS holds four national council rmectings every wvear where
SEC members and other student leaders get together 1o review
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Ramners from political campaigns on the campuses provided lively decoration in the conference hall ot the Nusas July Festival,
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and update policy. This year the September meeting in Johannes.
burg was larger than usual. As a very active and raumatic year
drew to a close. it was important (o evaluate our activities thor-
oughly and analyse our strengths and weaknesses.

JULY FESTIVAL

When Andrew Borgine retumed from his trip overseas in March,
he suggested that NUSAS hold a fair in July instead of the usual
confercnce, When in the Philippines, he had visited a fair which
combined educatrre, fundraizing and simply enjoyable activilies.
It was decided to hold a festval under the theme: “Towards a
South African Democracy.”

The programme included talks, movies, slide tape shows, semi-
nars and workshops, which all looked at one or other aspect of a
future South Africa. The activities tried o situate South Alfrica
historically and in its international context. The focus then
ghified to aress where people are organising for change today:
housing, education and women. SASPU ran practical skill
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A highter moment during the Wils presentation at Katberg this year.
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workshops, teaching layoul, silk screening and the drawing of
cartoans. And in the evenungs, people were able to relax at
movics, concerts and jorls,

Some highlights from the programme were:

* a pancl digcussion on the Durban rent struggle, presented
by the Durban Housing Action Committee,

* Social Histogy tours of Durban and the surrounding areas.

* Mowvies such as “Tao Die in Madnd™.

* A concert and sing-song with Jessica Sherman.

The festival was unique in many respects, For the first time in
many years, students from black campuses and youth organisa-
tions attended a NUSAS event, Over the weekend, people from
progressive organisations and the broader community attended.
The festival only lasted four days. As a result of its success,
NUSAS plans to continue the idea in the future — but bigger
and better!
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Delegates take a bregk at the National Council meetmg im Rhodes in March,
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Participation by NUSAS in high profile campaigns such as over
the Republic Dav issue wiw the itate respond with accustomed
SEVETIY.

Detentions and Hannngy:

The XUS5AS Premdent, Andrew Boramne, was detained wnder
Section 22 of the General Laws Amendment Aot in Cape Tawn
a Tew davs before Bepublic Dav, He was held in selitary confine-
ment for 2 weeks, before being transferred to %Scction 10 of the
Imternal Scowrity Act and moved o Pretoria for o further 3
weeks, Un his release, he was banned for 5 vears.

[huring this Lime, members of 1he \'t'!!!. HBlark Studenis Sooieiyv
{B%%), ncluding the chairperson, David Johnstone, were de-
tained and held in salitary confinement, Two of the members
af the BSS, Firoe and Achar Chachalia, were banned Tar 5 years
when they were released,

UDENTS AND ST

- - :
Brig. Rooy Rus Swanepael Threalénmg 1o arrest Wils studenits . above; The wall’ outnde wit'’s srudent union. below; Protest meenmg i

The fourth student 1o be haaned wat SU5AS exec member and
Withs SKC Presslent, Sammy Adclman, alio Tor five years.

Two further Wits studdents, Clive van Heerden and Keith Coleman,
are bein hebd onder®Seeen 6ol the Terrorism Aot They arg
pournalists on SASFL National, the Johannesbhury based student
néwspaper. In addiion, twi Former wdfive bearers are Baimg bl
wnder Section G, They are 1978/79 NUSAS President Auret van
Flecrden and 1975 NUSAS Exco membeer, Codric de Beer,

Cther students held ar present wnder Scctien & oare Les Lax,
Lloine Mohammed and Ben Gresling, Grevling is awaiting trial
wnder charges of comtravemng the T Dl Secrets Acs,

Traals:

In March, 3 Khodes umversiey Goaree, Guy Berger, and a studeni
froem the same universits . Dhevon Pillayv, were found gusliy on



FATE REPRESSION

QUR LEADERS ARE

uDANNED: DETAINE

% W\ BUT W WONT BE SILENCED

TO PRC

. [ - . 5 '
‘R i fn'b#rg to protest agarmiil delfemlions gnd sfale Fepreision. abowe {.-' ..-'I “res. Andy Borame, below: g1

charges of supporing a banned vrgansanion. They were gen-
tenved 1o four and two sears rospeotvely, which they are now

servang. Both are al prrcseny JIJI.H'1I|=I'|E: ARA sl thewr sentences,”

[wir wether students from Rhoedes, ke Renvon and Chris War-
ters, were released durine the tral alver & months i detenton,

In April, & Durban magistrare found Andrew Boraime and Durban
SRC President Chris Swant gy of speaking at a political gather.
i:ni: 1IIIJuI“_- ltseh, 1950, They were wautjoseied ged :li:.-..'|1.u1,:1.'|l.

VCT. student and former SHO member, Richard Wicksteed,
wis charged under the Uil Secrets Aot but the oharges
WETeE -ﬂr’:lpl:l-ﬁ.‘l when he agywared in oouri.

In December, 48 U.C.1. siudents are 1 face charges under the
Rintous Assemblies Aci. These charges relate to a picket held out.
side the Internauonal Meat Producers l::mgrns i Mav,

Pres, Sammy Adelman.
her state actions against the stedent movement have included :

* the banming of a protest meeting at Rhodes Unoversity

in May

the questioning and harrassment of many students around

the vountry by Security Police

* Hiot Police invading Wits campus in order 1o break up

meetings

repeated  approaches to students to inform and spv o

fellow studenis

* 'l Banming ol a I:rg: number of ftucdent F!uhli-z FLITITEEN
journals and pamphlets

* attacks by SABC and 5ATY which used dutoruon, in-
uendo and plain falsity 10 paint a picture of the student
movemenl as 3 subversive and simister group

* threats by the Mimister of Education 1o withdraw siate
funding from - the universities if they did not exercise,
betver control over students.
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WILSON ROWNTREE

boycott

SUPPORT DISMISSED
ROWNTREE WORKERS

AN
IS AN
A
S A

INJ ONE

NJU Y TO ALL

l M ISSAL TO ONE
ISMISSAL TO ALL

The call to boycott Wilson Rowntree sweets has been taken up
nationally by scholars, students, workers and community organi-
sations, Students on NUSAS campuses, too, responded to the call
and have been involved in the production of posters, pamphlets,
stickers and displays.

The dispute arose when 3 workers at the Wilson Rowntree fact-
ory in East London, were fired for refusing to fix a machine, The
workers said that they had been reprimanded lor doing a similar
job last year. They refused to do the job and were unfairly and
illegally fired. The news spread throughout the factory and 500
workers downed tools in support of the three workers. All of
them were dismissed.

The majority of the workers were members of the South African
Allied Workers Union [SAAWU), who tried to negotiate with
the Wilson Rowntree management to gel all the workers re-
instated. When the bosses refused this demand, the workers
decided to call a boycott of all Wilson Rowntree products.

The boycott was slow in getting off the ground but clearly took
its toll on Wilson Rowntree's sales figures. New skills and app-
roaches were learned as students” interest in worker issues in-
creased and they began to play an importani support role.

In Johannesburg and Cape Town, the students formed part of
Regional Support groups and were responsible for raising aware-
ness about the issue amonpgst their own communities. They
wrote pamphlets aimed at school children.

MNewspaper coverage of the boycott has been poor. But when a
group of U.C.T. students raided the cafeteria, confiscating all
the Wilion Rowntree sweets on sale, the press showed renewed
interest, Students have publicised the issuc effectively through
such actions,

WE DON'T EAT
WILSON-ROWNTREES



The year has been an especiallv dramatic one for Wits students
with political actmities ramung enormaous public mtercst and con-
roversy, South Africans were shown by thousands of students
that they will oppose theinustices of our sotiely despite severe
public criteism.

The hoomhbol Incwlent ¢atapulted Wirs anto the limelight. In the
midst of the Gemeral Elecnon. the pro-Mationalists Students
Moderate Allance, invited Piet “Fromases” Koornhof, Minister of
C-D--Dfp[‘f.lh:l-n and Adevelopment, 1o sidclre s o T THITE
Koornhol was responuble for suppressing the call for freedom of
mullions wi Seotn Adraans, and bogawse he alvways got onofmous
media coveragr anywas, Wits students protested by heckling and
shgunng him dosn. % huee publee outers Toliow ed and the 5514
ofganscd a petition o allng for the SKC presnlend, Sammy Adel
man’s resignation Butl o counder pelibon was arganoned by pro.
rresiine Wty academcs ia PR LEITEE shich later constituted sell gs
the Conference  of Ncademics lfor o Democractic Sooiemy)
Adelman addressed campeas and studenty ghiowed vvershelming
supipeort for hum and the SRC The modent may have denited
Wits students mmage with sectors of the White puble But o ol
tmately enhanced thewr standug wih messt South Afrcans and
Particularly bla bk students

Hfl: SAUSC

Ihuting the Anis Kepubalin Dhas o ampaigm the seoond magor pulilin
tontteveryy eajplosded. An cnormous mass mectuing addressed by
Paul Deveds (Satal Indwn Congressl., SUSAS Presdent Andrew
Boraine, amd COSAS Pressdent, Wantu Zenrile exploded into
violenie @ the laue ol provocatwon and blatant racism by nighe
wung Swdcnis. South Adfmncan flaes were bumed 233 2 svmbolc

left: Right Wing students waved South African flags end hurled racist
comments atf black studenits during the Republic:-Day furore.
below: Wiy SRC elections were marked af wual by extennee media
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Wanlo Zinzile ([COSAS)
All Karrim (Dbn Wesivilla)
Andrew Borame INUSAS)
Paul David {NIC)
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expression of opposition to Apartheid. Despite the public out-
Ty, 2 000 students boycotted leciures in protest against the cele-
brajions., On the second day of the boycott the infamous Koo

Rus and 150 riot policemen invaded campus and viclent con-
frontation was only narrowly avoided. The ‘Mag buming” was
blown up out of all proportion by the commercial press and
SATV. The Anti-Republic Day campagn did more than provide a
bit of excilement = o considerably increased students aware-
ness of socal injustices.

Slosr activiies at Wits this year were very well .ll1i.'ndi:'l;!. There
was afi enormous mecting Lo launch the SUSAS theme, and
mvetings (rutesting against the detention and banning of su-
dent leaders, & torch light vigl by 200 students hning Jan Smuts
Avenue in protest against the banning of SRC Fresdent, Sammy
Wilelian, was partcularly dramatic.

“hwas leaders ended a wocessful wvear by fomjpang home in the
SHOC elegtions, The SMA did not Teature, having failed 1o wake
g vating President, Jeremy Clark’s challenge 1o contest the
vlea bian

19R1 saw buath the mise and the fall of the Students Moderate
Allwnce, Under the leadership of the infamous “Crystal Bro-
thers” the orginpation did little more than alienale anvaone who
disivreed with their National Party dogma. Allemplimg 10 repral
the Koornhof Inodent the SMA invited the Chael Minster of
Gasanbulu 1o address campus. Students responded eagerly to
the SRC™ call to boycon, The result? The speaker spoke 1o
50 students in the Great Hall



UCT

A quiet year at' UCT. The many educative programmes that have
been run have left most organisations strong and well prepared
for the coming ycar. There was the Focus on Torture, which
looked a1 the prevalence of torture in the rural areas. Projects
Comm. also brought down Hannes Smith, of the Windhoek
Observer, for a2 Focus on Namibia and organised a vastly suc-
cessful Focus on Multinationals together with the Commerce
Siudents Council.

For many students at UCT, Monday afternoons has been seminar
time. Up 1o 50 people would gather in the Resource Centre to
discuss various issues, ranging from sexism to conlemporary,
developments in El Salvador. The seminars were arranged joint-
Iy by a number of organisations, and always also provided an
opportunity for people to chat informally over tea and biscuits.

In April, UCT was rocked by the exposure of yet another spy,
Jerome Marshall. Marshall had been involed in UCT Radio for
many years, and .was well known to students as the person who
adjosted the microphones at mass meetings, taped speeches,
and ingtalled (one way ?) speakers m the SRC offices.

In the wzke of the Republic Day period, UCT students moun-
ted a picket outsade the venue of the Intermatwnal Meat Con-
ference. It's aim was 1o bring delegates attention to the ways
in which the local meat bosses treated their workers. Posters
pointed out that the conditions in the meat factories had not
improved since the meat strike of 1980, Police arrived in 140
vans and arrested the 48 protesting students. Apparently the
police expected a far larger protest, and were very confused
that it wai a protest about meat workers and NOT Republic
Dav. All 48 students have since been charged under the Riolous
Agsembilies Mo,

The brutality of the aparthewd system emerged with frightening
clarity with the treatment of the Nvangs squatters. People were
first evicted, then harrassed and arrested, had their shelters de-
siroved and were finalhy “deporied™ to the homelands, Students
particpated i the support activities that developed around the
iquatters, both an the material level, and by drawing attention
Ta the issue on campues and participating in off-campus protests.

Students were part of a protest mecting in 5t Georges Cathedral
ard a march on parliament ofgansed by other groups.

A protest of a rather different son ook place after the spate of
bannings and detentions which included thie banning of Andrew
Borane and Sammy Adelman, Vor a whole week, a m]i;;r}- F.'H;k.
cier would be posted on the roof of the Summerhouse, directly
below Ihe Waal Ihrive, 16 spite of frequent attempts by the secuni-
v policr o stop the protest by intimidation, confiscation of .

placards and «onstant observation, the students proved that they community organialions and Cape Town
would “nad e intmedated by state harrassment of our leaders™, citizers Pralest agamst the Stale’s treatment of (ke Nyanga
as the banncr read. sgpual Lers,
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DURBAN

Political activity at Durban mushroomed this vear. A number of
well attended mectings were held: o protest against Republic
Day, agamst the detention af Andrew Boraine and to commem:-
morate June 16th. Issues such as the Msinga drought, the re-
movals of 5t Wendolins and the remt struggle in Durban were
brought to the attention of students. The SRC also played a
supportative role in the rent struggle by organising a petition in
support of residents call that the City Council face them at a
mags meeting.

The first anu-Republic Day rally was held on Durban campus,
It was oroaniged by the Natal ani Republic Day Committee,
which included the SEC's of Durban, UDW, and Medical School
and other progressive organisations. The meeting was addressed
by Zinzi Mandela, Andrew Boramne and M ] Maidoo, The coam-
mittee algo organised an alternative symposium with talks,
slde tape shows and serminafs on HL“.I-J alic Dayv which was held
on Durban campuas,

The incressed amount of pol tical actrvity was reflected im the
greater interest aroused by the SRO eleciions, A strong pro-
NUSAS SRU was elected into office with the highest poll that
Durban has seen in vears

in September, the students of Dharban and Pictermantzbur
B

cam ,Juﬂ"n were shocked 1o learn that approaches had been made . e
by the SADF to the umverinty wi ith a view 1o sctUAE a CAMmpLS Finnzi Mandela ﬂﬂ'dh*;ﬂ.‘; rh.l:d'ml al g masy m!‘f]‘j'nf_' .|':||
military unit. The SRC's on both campuses were strongly op- Nurban.

posed to the move, arguing that the autonomy of the university Women's issues were taken up with a great deal of energy by the
would be severely impared. They said also that the introduction  revitalised Women's Movement this year. A regular seminar pro-
of malitary syvstems of authonity onilo campus would affect re- ETAIMETE Was run d.l'l.lll. LER L k!"r's illl'.'t T-shirts WEre Fi\ll'.i.ﬂ:td.- ‘rhE Wi
lationshins hetween students and between students and staff. has also been planning and pressurising for a creche for students
The Principal, Prof. Clarens, rejpected the proposal in the light of and staff. The SRC has now created a new portfolio, Women's
student opposition, but students were left with the strong fecling Co-ordinator, 1o raise awarencis of women's issues, 1o look into
that similar approaches could casily be made again and should be the high incidence of campus rape and to liaise with other wo-
guarded against. men's organisations in Natal.
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RHODES

Celebration in almost all cenres greeted the news that Rhodes
had rejoined the National Union on the 29h July after 5 yveans
out m the cold.

In M rch the NUSAS Local Comm had called for a referendum.
A pro-affiliate comm. was soon formed but despite an extended
deadline nobody formed an anti<comm. As there was apparently
no opposition to affiliation the SRC decided to make a positive
decigon on behalf of Rhodes students and voted to re-afliliate to
NUSAS. Conservatmve students suddenly mobilised and demanded
that the SRC rescind their decision. In one of the largest sudent
body mectmgs mnce "72, about 2 000 students voted on the
SRC's decision which was rejected by anly 100 votes.

This by no means dampened the spirit of the local comm and
they called for another referendum in July-[making it the &th
attempt m 5 years). This time an anti-comm emerged and a fierce
campaign was fought. The large pro-affiliation comm worked
Frantically, talking to a3 many res and Oppidani students as

. Their campaign was marked by innovative and imventive
media, which did much to win the campaign. On the night of the
final result many NUSAS supporters, [rought with tension,
speculation and exhaustion waited anxiously for the result which
wis — VICTORY by a majority of &4 hard won votes,

Omly then did the real work start, The SREC and many other stu-
dents concentrated their encTgics on sEIling up a projoct comm, a
wages comm, strengthening the women's movement and getting
the NUSAS theme across to campus. The two student newspapers
Rhodeo and Oppidan also helped by carrying NUSAS related ar-
ticles, as well as articles on topical issucs such as the trial-of
Rhodes student and lecturer Devan Pillay and Guy Berger.

In a joint NUSAS [SRC venture, John Anderson, 1980 American
presidential candidate was invited to speak at Rhodes, and this
proved to be a great success, boosting the NUSAS pregence on the
campus.

The new SRC elected in August i3 again predominantly pro-
NUSAS and Mike Kenyon, who was detained for & months
last year, was elected unopposed as pressdent.

Besides the referendum, the most exciting political event was the
Republic Day meeting at which Griffiths Mxenge . Thosamile
Ggqwetha and Andrew Boraine were to speak. But the state step-
ped in — in more ways than one. The day before the meeting
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Andrew Boraine was detained, Griffiths Muxenge was tumed
back to Durban from the P.E. airport and the meeting itself was
banned. In a gesture of defiance, the banning order was burned
by students gathered in a huge crowd to hear of the banning.

Nor did the year go smoothly with admin « student relations,
Students were outraged when it was discovered that Frof. llen-
derson, the Vice Chancellor, had sanctioned the handing over of
confidential information about studemiy to the security police.
A student meeting condemned this and demanded that no e
formation about students should under any circumstances be
given to anybody without the students permission, and deplored
the administrations collaberation with the security police. The
university Academic Freedom committee also protested and
Hendérson promised that it would not happen again,

RS

above: Ashley la Grange addresses .ﬂ‘hnd-fs

students al the referendum meeling 1m
March.

left: Jubilation as Rhodes rejoing Nusar



PIETERMARITZBURG

unaffiliated campus

Al the end of last year a conservilive SRC pwepl to power and
voted to disaffilate from NWUSAS at their first meeting. As the

year progressed it became clear that this SRC was incompetent,
corrupt and nefTectve,

A NUSAS Local Comm was started at the beginning of the year
but was constantly hindered and harrassed by the SRC. NUSAS
Oricotation Week folders were seized by the SRC and only re-
teased after Ovicmtatson Week was over. The Local Comm was
driven 10 organisng many of thelr activities secreily. Neverthe-
less, some wery successful mectings were organised, including
one during the anti-Republic Day campaign and another which
protesied the detention of Andrew Boraine.

In April, the SRC flired the editor of the student newspaper NUX,
allegedly because the stcond edition had been delayed. The SRC
undertook 1o prodoce 3 regular «ampus newspaper but none of
the promised editions materialised. Instead, ex-NUX staff started
an independent newspaper called “'Not Quite Nux™. Under dif-
Ficwlt circumstances and with little initial experience, they bes
gan producing an excellent and popular newspaper,

The hiring of the NUX editor prompied a group of students (o ’
call a studemt body meeting to protest against the SRC' in-

cificiency, and its mabidity (o carry out its administrative and ‘

other functions properly. This as one of the largest student body . )

meetings in recent vears sl Mantzburg. a{, qu F’%. U-’ ﬂJ
Bro- 9”‘8”.@1 &1

The success of the meeing highlghied students demands lor con-

structive leadership and paved the way for the more liberal and
ellective SRC, which came into office in an uncontested election.
All congervaime candidates wathdrew at the last minutle, The new
SRC is cager 1o have contact with NUSAS and met other campus
student leaders st National Council in September,

SQrammsy Gvadabe ah eV asd wodealy onson
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DIRECTIVES

Three directives have been established since 1979 in order to
gather information and co-ordinate activities on Women, Health
and Law. The directives discuss ways in which people working in
these areas can contribute to change in South Africa

law directive

The Law Directive, established at the end of 1980, has brought
law students interested in a progremive approach to law in con-
tact with one another, sharing knowledge and ideas.

A highly successful Law Conference was organised by the UCT
Law Students Council and the NUSAS Law Diective. Held in
July, the conference was entitled, ""Law in South Africa; Lifting
the Veil”, Lawyers, legal academics and students from around
the country attemitped to come to grips with the problem of law
and justice in an undemocratic society. The conference opened
up many ncw arcas of debate in law and delegates went off ex-
hausted but keen to carry the debates to the campuses.

At Wits, there was a series of talks, seminars and movies on legal
topics. Arcas looked at included legalism and demacratic organisa-
tion, criminology and the ideology of law. Some law students in
Durban have arranged a reading group and have organised one or
two meetings for law students and a large group of law students
in Rhodes expressed an interest in the directive aftet the Refer-
endum.

health directive

Medical students at UCT and Wits form the core of the direc-
tive's activities. However after the Rhodes referendum, Pharmacy
students there expressed interest in selling up 3 group.

This year two conferences were organised by the Doective in
conjunction with the Medical Students Councils. At Wits a con-
ference was held in May, entitled "South African Health: History
of the Main Complaint™. Speakers from Johannesburg, Durban,
Cape Town and Zimbabwe discussed the relationship berween
health, politics and apartheid. A very useful one day workshop
was organised just prior to the conference for those working in
progressive health fields. This was an opportunity for students
and non-students 1o exchange ideas and access their activities,

The Cape Town Medical Students Conference, held in August,
was entitled, “The Feople and the Professionals: Health Care
Organisation im the Western Cape”™. It looked at the undemocra-
tic nature of health services, the role they play and who controls
them. Both conferences were ver well attended by students and
non-students, ranging from academics to community health
workers,

The Directive in Johannesburg has produced a serics of Health
Fact Sheets. These provide general and topical information on
health and related issues within a broader social context.

In Cape Town, a reading group was arranged for the first half
of the year. The directive also organised a few political meetings
on Medical Schoal campus and have prepared the way for these
to become more regular,

Law in Snt:tutllJ Africa
LIFTING THE VE]L

i

UCT -LAW STUDENTS COUNCIL
NMUSAS LAW DIRECTIVL.




women’s directive

At the beginning of the year the directive, together with the UCT
Women's Movement, produced an introductory booklet on wo-
men called “Hersiory™. A pamphlet entitled “Some Women are

, Some Women are more Oppressed than others™ was
alwo distributed by the directive. A lew newsletters have heen
written, to keep the Women's Movements in contact with one
another and to provide a forum for the exchange and input of

adeas.

1981 marked the 25th aniversary of National Women's Day. On
this day 25 years ago, 20 000 women mll:rch::l to Pretonia to

test against having to camy passes. This was r:u:n-mr_n:rnural_cd
by all Women's Movements. During the week preceding August
gth, National Wemen's Day, displays, talks, slide shows, seminars
and movies were arranged. Students also participated in off-
campus MECLings guch as the United Women's Organisation
rallv in Cape Town and the National Women's Day Warkshop
in Durban and various Women's Day meetings in Johannesburg.

Regional Women's Seminars were arranged and co-ordinated by
the directive for the furst time this year. Rhodes and UCT met
pear Knysna for a weekend and Wits, Pietermaritzburg, Durban
and Westville met at Feetermaritzburg on that same weekend.
Collectmvely researched papers were presented, the exchange of
sdeas and working EXPETIENCES pfnv-:d invaluahle.
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STUDENT SERVICES

Despite a hectic year on the polimical front NUSAS has continued
fo rud varsous student benefit schemes. The most recent innava-
pion was the 3wift Lift scheme, This was an allempt to co-
ordinate Iifts for students traveHing berween the unmwersity
centres.

SASTS, of course, continues. Started by SUSAS in 1972 it has
now expanded to offices on cach campus and a Head Office in
Cape Town. Each office has a professional travel agent who deals
with students and staff fights, SASTS is the only student travel
arganisation in South Africa to belong to FIYTO and ISTC, in-
ternational travel organisations, This position enables 5ASTS
to provide discounts and deals for student travelling overseas.
In March this year Andrew Boraine went to the Phillippines to
the ISTC Conference. There he met student leaders from through-
out the world and came back with lots of ideas gleaned from
other student unions

The Student Handbook, although almost 2 vears old, is sull very
useful. It contains lists of shops where discounts on gopds can be
obtatned as well as useful hints and information. A new supple-
ment to the handbook will be ready in the new year,

LEAVE DETAILS AT SRC OR SASTS OFFICE

= . M i B e

After the formal launching of E:h: Friends of S5UAS [FONS) at the 1980 NUSAS Congress, a lot of work this year has gone into
putting the Society onto a lirmer footing.

NUSAS Head Office was repeatedly the site of franti¢ actvity as large numbers of initial appeal letters and twe FONS Newsletters,
produced by Nums for FONS members, were sent outl. There are now well over 100 members of FONS, and local coordinators
in each centre. These co-ordinators are actively engaged in recruiting members, and cocktail parties have been held 10 this end in
Mol CEnLres.

The newsletters serve the one aim of FONS, namely keeping past members and supporters of NUSAS in touch with
current NUSAS thinking and projects. The second aim is providing material support for NUSAS. This resume has partly been paid
for by FONS,

Sir Richard Luyt is the chairperson of the committee, which also includes people like Nadine Gordimer, Paul Pretorius, Charlie
Nupen, Geoll Budlender and others.



