Some notes on political educ~tion requirements inside

Introduction, Obviously the major festure of the last five years

at home hsgbeen the enormous growth of iLhe mass democratic movement,
end of rudiméntesry orgens of people's power, Literslly millions of
South Africans have been drawn into UDF and CUSATU affiliates.

The ANC and the Freedom Chnrter now enjoy =n overwhelming popular
support. However this support if often not very deeply grounded

in ideological terms, and,in the difficulat and comjlex period
shend this lack of real depth igs n potentially sericus weakness.

In perticular in the lest yenr, bubh UDF »nd COSATU have recognised
that politicnl educetion is » mnjor, perheps THE major challenge
confronting them. They sce the need‘%& Lransforming their

dramatic ouantitjstive growth ou-litntively., transforming

meme frs into Eﬂti?iﬁtﬂﬁLﬂﬂtiviﬂts into relisble cadres, Politiesnl
educstion is the key, but resources nre desperntely lacking .

The very rapid growth in membership hns ~lso, of course, been
accompanied by the usual teething problems - fctionalism,
regionalism, lesdership problems, etc. Agein, netionally uniform
educetional ptﬂﬂtﬁms eiid orgonisstion:l prectices =re of
paramount importance.

The genersl regognition of the importance of politicml educstion
and treining (K1) is not just confined to Lhe notionsl leadership
of UDF and CUSATU. Ky own dey-to-dey experience ss sn BT officer
sugiests that there is an enornous hunger for relevent, politicelly
author.testive resources - nt every level, =mwd even in the smallest
platteland townships. Uur people a2re demsnding politics,

arast this buacligrocad .
M. current ANC publicstions ﬂﬂ-“ai in my view,te

be improved snd they s=lso need ocuite » bit of suppleventing.

I don't think enough thought is going into the educ tion and
training r~spect of our publicrntions. Hor are we thinking clesrrly
about the different levels of K1 th't =re recuired. As = result

our publicntions often fall between various stools - there is

a tendency for them to be simplistic Xdm instend of simple, or Lo offes
individual opinions when sn suthoritative collective line is
reguired, or, st snother level, dogmnat.e¢ when srester theoreticsl
rigour would be eppro:ri-te.



Different levels at which lolitical kducetion inputs are reguired

Schematicelly, there are three distinct levels reguiring attention.
A.Bssic

This is the level of grestest need, =nd slso the level most poorly
served. In approaching this level of political training we must
remember thiat some 50% of SAn adults are illiterate ( HSRC figures }
and of the tther 50% ﬁE?W}E1d snd write anly or mainly, in their
respective mother-tongues. 1t is difiicult tu generalise bumsmi
about the target audience for besic political education materials -

in fact, it includes = fair renge, spanning ( to use concrete
exumples)

.

migrant workers living in hostels and spesking only their
mother-tongues with virut?lly no literacy ;

ﬂldETﬂ#EE ing people drawn recently into unions, or UDF affilinte
or street committee structures, not very literste but underst=ndi
besic English ;

young workers, students end youth, fairly srticulste and

literate, but only recently drawn into sny mass dewmocratic
structures,.

For =211 these groups there is » need for sccessible material on
the basics of

i,

understanding society ( in efiect, the basic of historieal
materinlism ) - enrly socieities, eclsss divisions, colonialisu,
capitalism, imperislism, etec.

ii. the history of our netional libersation struggle.

iii. the main festures, principles =And sims of our struggle -
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The Freedom Charter, non-racialism, the strategy of nationsl
devocratic struggle, ctc,

t}haﬂic organizationsl is:zues - becurlt dlsclpl e, democracy.
r ' rj
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The resﬂurces for this material shﬂuld nﬂt nece: sprily be printed
materdal. In f=ct, for groups a, and b. above, video cassettes,
audio cassettes, the use of mother tongue lenguenpges, visual
displays, etc. are more or less imperative,

In Cape Town we had sccess to several ANC/ldaf videos , and

the SACY video, andour experience with these in the townships

and hostéls wss very pﬂsitivejeven though most of them were

in fact targetted st sn intern:tionsl soi.idarity sudience.
Obviously the mediur hss a lot of potentiel for mass educastion
work. FYeople in townhips now generally seem to heove ways snd Meaaj



for getting hold of video msachines, =2nd a few hot ( politically
hot ! ) crssettes seem to be puite v@ickly reproduced s=nd circulated.

I'm not sure if sudio cassettes have evep been tried by us (Khomeini
cert~inly hesd success with them )., but we should delfinitely make
use ol this medium. ‘“They nre essy to concesl or disguide ( as
opposed to the floppy records previousdy used ).

Both video =nd sudio c-ssettes can manke use of diff-rent langusages,
they encourage collective learning and they sre much wmore impactful
with low literacy sudkgnces, snd indeed with others too,

short lectures on cassette, interspersed with rousing song would

be greatly veslued. Audio cnssetlej on basic politieal treining could
be provided also to Hedio Ireedom stations, and in turn they could
piace on eassette key interviews, keynote s ecches by leadership
etc., ( hadio Freedom is not being xeeiE received in meny parts

of the country - so0 it makes sense to complement it in this wey).

Obviously expense is  factor in these alternnte medis, but =
40 well placed cessettes fed into key networks would go = long way
and would Dbe xeFruducerd culckly.

Insofr as written materisl is used for tils basic level of
educntion, the example of the journsl Lesrn & Tewsch should be
followed - in terms of lsngunge level, style, large lormat, use

of illustrntions snd graphics, ete,

B. Grassroots lesdership
Here I am thinking of sunoy stewnrdﬂﬁ'brﬂnﬁh level le=dership
in the mess democratic movement. ‘“The overwhelming need here

is still to ground people in the same basics enumersted in A,

above, but in slightly gresater depth, Additionsl topics can also

be introduced - eg. other political tenuencies ( black consciousness,
workerism, etf., ), snd orgenisstion=l topics like Lesdersuip,

D ' t3 f Semt  infermafions!  modered
eveloping programmes of action, etc. @ wnfl u !

(Cuﬁﬂ p N‘.Eﬂmjtd; fajﬁ!’lﬁ?f ot ) - &'{M
It mekes sense to still cover the s-me kbaxXx basic gxﬂun%{ apart from
anything else, it is t.is gressroots lesderbBhip th-t will be taking
responsibility for co-ordinsting the DBrsic educstion, ex)laining

and contextuslising the video cassettes, etc.

!

For this level of work sugrected wmodel: in terws of lrmgusge,

conceptusl complexity, length vl =rt cle both Isizwe »nd Umsebenzi
coula be considered.



As some 0f the Isizwe articles reflect, comrades st this level
greatly appreciate guide guestions for group discussion atter
articles, snd ( absent from lsizwe ) auditionsl recommended reading
on the topic in cuestion.

For this level of political educ=ation it is imperntive to generally
present metters in an euthuritstive .a,, to provide a uniform,
national line, 1 feel th=t too often our ouvfficial orgmnns are
presenting very specualtive, individusl opinions articale ( with
insufficient signposting ). Back at home every word of a journal
like Sechaba tends to be trented like the Holy Gospel. dhile

this obviously reflects the wry i maturity we are =pesking of,

it also reflects a major imperative of the present - xm the need
% to secure snd deepen a2 nationsl, uniform, basic ideological
approach..

I am not saying thet healthy debate and encuiry must not be engouraged,
but the correct balesnce must be achieved for the perticular
situation at home.

C.Theoretical debates

Fiarflly there is the more theorcelicslly ndvrnced terrain. This

level includes the AC andltﬂ some ithent!Seuhaba - but also

the legal journals at home ( and abroad ) - Jork in Frogress, .SA
Labour Bulletin, Transformntion, Hes ur-o, Frontline, itaffrider,
Social Dynamics, etec. 3 @t 2lso includes the wvarious publishing
" houses - Ravan, Kliptown, Skotaville,ete.

Apart from jacking up our own Jjournals, we need to think strategically
and colleclively about the legal ( =nd often gpolitically problematic )
publications at home., Although primarily targetted at a small
readership, these publications are signifiesnt. Articles, or at

least debates in SALB, for instance, have s habit of leaking

from black campuses snd Trade Union offices into youth structues

and shop steward locsls. This is a problem becuase generally

these journals and publishing houses hsve been dominated by
problematic eleménts. But bhere is spzce =nd ﬂppurtunit%fﬁﬁh

we must use it to the maximum. Too few comrades nutdde have

been writing for these journ=ls inside,




Some speciric resources

Apart from the gener:l remarks above, 1 feel attention should be
given to 2 specific resources that are urgently reguired :

dorkers and the Freedom Chalter -

The first, formsl battle for the i'rvedom Charter h's been won

within CusSATU. But our sbility to counsjolidate this formal

victory is impedeu by lack of educ-tional resources appropriate

for the specitic task. All CUSATU unions hsve resolved, in
prineciple, to counduct m internzl educ tion on the FC. Some have
alrendy begun doing this, others won't bother, with their workerrist
leaderships delibemely drpgping ttheir heels, There are also
already some signs that other dissident elements will use the

FC educetion programme to twist it in their own ultri-left directions
( & recent srticle by Dunern Innes in ¥IF is the first shot in

this particular line of dissent).

Anyhow, one way or snother, tens of thousand s of workers will

be wiscussing the FC in their unions. Unfortunntely there is

no finely tuned resource to aid this process., Jthat is required
is :

i. A very simple, largely photograihic historieal background to
the FC and the COp - to establish the FC's linege »nd historical
authority ( sccording to TU BT oftficials, many workers are saying
- "ife dun't know this FC, but if as you sny it was mide by the
ANC, then we accept it,") i.e. it is important to show this
background.

ii. "W¥hat the Charter says" - n simple I'airly pgraphic clause by
clause exposition, with special enphesis on e ch section's significence
to workers., ( #e need workers tu understsnd the basic contents o
the BC, ond =lso ve need to counter the view that the IFC in its
entirety is not also a workers' charter )} .

Various pedagogicel techni.uey could be considered. Inﬂlu%ing

a clause by clause discussion by ¢ &3 or 3 workers with slightly
different backgrounds ( a2 migrant, =»n urbsnised wu:san worker,

A Coloured worker, or ~hatever ),

iii. A few short nrticles of = more theoretical kind - eg. the

EC and the monopolies ( see for instence Isizwe no. 5 ), the Charter
and the Land, Cyril hamaphusﬁ'a excellent interview published in
SALB, ete.

iv, The lc¢ in all our majo r lsngu~ges. luside, aport from the
headings we simple could not frace the FC in 1f8gungzes other then
inglish and Julu,



An activis®ls struggle handbouk

Another basic resource which is bsdly needed is n simple dictionery/
encyclopaedis explsining major dntes, events, personsalities and
concepts in our liberstion strugple, 1n their re-ading snd
discussion groups, workers nnd youth sre encountering words

like 'sanctions', ‘disinvestmé4at' ' colonislism of » special type',
'"NDR', 'ex;loitation', etc. or relcrences to events like the Passuive
legistance Campaiga , or to individuels like Johsnnes Nkosi -

and they do not have the bsckground, or available te:chers to asséist
them in understanding the reference. A lot of political KT is
happening in small groups, in considerable isolation .

A resource like this would be invaluable,
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