GROUNDS OF APPEAL AND ADDENDUMN THERETO IN THE HATTER OF EXPULSION FROH
TiL AFRICAN HATIONAL CONGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICA OF

1, Buthelegi, Jega
2+ Hempe, Wimo

3+ Khombisa, Alfred
4e Mba’i, Wilson

,.'l- lﬂmi, Jackson
6 Nkosana, Chris
{« Pitso, Bruce

Whereas we, the above-namecd members of %the ANC, were expelled by a
Tribunal in Lusaka on 25%th Marca 1969, and whereas the sentence of
expulsion was confirmed by 'Headquarters' in Horogore on the 29th
llarch 1969, we hereby appeal against the sentence to .the National
Conference of the ANC as being the highest authority of Congrews and
the final judge in all matters relating to Congress. We appeal on the
following groundss

ls The events leading %o the expulsion and set out in the Addendum
aroce out of diffeorences of opinion concerning policy and out of
eritician of various leaders of the ANCs, Our complaints were of a
political nature and should have heen d alt with in a comradely manner
ag & political issue, Instead, our semnior comrades transformed the
isouz into & matder of military discipline, and thereby obsocured and
diverted attention from the political questions involved.

2¢ Vorious senior comrades took up an attitude of hostility against us,
and revealed a strong prejudice even before the tribunal ita constituted,
This attitude was manifested in the following wayst
(a) Military Headquarters cuspended Comrades Mbali and Pitso
from their posts;
(b) Comrade Jega, a member of the Military Headquarters, was
excluded therelrom;
(c) Comrades Hempe and Nkosana, both members of the ﬂnmmiaﬂa:int,
were excluded therefrom
(d) Comrade Thabo More refused %to allow Comrades lMlense and
likosana to take part in a mecting of the Wankie comrades,
(e) All of us were barred from taking part in the activities of
the ANC Dbefore the appointment of the tribunal '

3¢ The charges against us were at nw time presented in writings On
being suwomoned $o appear before the Ltribunal we were informed wverbally
that we were accused om two countos
(a) that we had drafted and produeced & dooument and citculated it
without authority;
- (b) that we had communicaiec military information or classified
material to unauthorin ¢ persons,
Wo wera not prov cec with details of those chargesy and consider them
vague and cnborTScoinde

4+ The Srilunal coun .".-.-'L".* » of three meqber: of the Hilitary and two
members ol - stiowl ccoutive Comnittec in Exile. Since the proceedir
arose out 0: o criticioue of bhe 1ol licies of the National Executive
Committee i . ilc Tt uwlity of its leadership, we submit that

it was impro ¢ o1 acobors of tae National Exeoutive Committee in Exile
to ait in j oent on 8. Furthermore, one of the tribunal from
Hilitary lie  uarters had shown bias and hostildty towards us during the
discuseion. .sat preceded the appointment of the tribunal, We therefore
submit that the tribunal was improperly constituted and incapable of
doing justice {o us.

5¢ The tribunal summoned us te appear separately and individually., BEach
of us in turn protested against this procedure on the ground that we had
acted jointly in the matters before the tribunal and that the charges
were tho same against all of us, We acked to be allowed to appeal agains
this proocedure to the National Exedutive Committee in Ecxile but were
denied this vighte We submit that the tribusal acted irregularly and
vituout proper reason in refusing us to stand trial calectivelv.
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6e¢ The witnesses who tectifiec against us appacred before the tridbunal
in odr abseace, The tribural did not inform us who thece viitnesces were
and did not give us an opportunity to crose-axamine theme e ocubmit
that this procedure wvae irrepular and that it violated the elementary
ules of juetice,

Te The tribunal never furnished us with a statement o7 ‘te findings.
He therefore find ourselves in the dilffiounit position of not Imowing
whether we wore conviocted on both charges or only on ones

O« We did not distribute the memorandum of criticism to any unaunthorised
porson and cannot therefore be said to have commmunicated claseified
information 4o unauthorised persons,

9¢ ILxpulsion is the most severe pemnalty that Congress can impose on
i3 membeys, and should be resorved only for +- itors, informers,

deperters or persons who wilfully and meliclor 7 distupt our moveaent

ot who act in suach a way to uneﬂ oy 1% or to . ing it inte disrepute.

It haz not been alleged that onyr ne {017 Lo one or other of these
categoriesy Our recor’ = mevloro 90 4.0 a9 igation and the positions
we hold are sufficilent 1o r- . utc ~ay -wcs .0 . tiome Ve cubmit thﬂ-t-'
the semtence wos excoacive nnd contrary o 1 ridence,

10, We therciore ask the Notiounl Colerxcace to oot the conviction and
eentence u:ice on the ground that tho nrocecdinst vere irregular and
contrary to the priseiplec of jueticey that $he cooviction was unsupported
by the evidonce; ond that the nontence was excescive. lMoreover and
above all, we appeal on the ~round that the dispute in this matter arcse
out of a polifical issue ; that it did not involve a breach of
discipline, and that the diff'erence should be resolwed not by punitiva
action but by a fiank exchanze of views for the purpose of arriving at

a correct revolutionary strategy.

l, Two of us were included in the first party of freodom fighters to
invade Zimbabwe in 1967, and were among those who served a sentence of
impriconment in Lk Dotswana. One of the two was a commander of a secction;
the other was a detachment commissar who has a sentence of 18 months
imprisonment pending against him in South Africaes 4 third member of
our grapgp Was a deputy leader of Comsmumnications in hsaka , A fourth was
in charge of medical supplies and at various times entered Zimbabwe on
medical missions. A fifth member worked for the Commiscariat and also
entered Zimbabwe on various occasionss All of us are loyal members

of '!;hl organisation and have always been sS0.

2¢ . Towards the end of 1968 ve realised that there was a widespread.
f-a}{ng of diseatisfaction in the movement and that there was an ur; ot
desire for radical changes in organisation, polioy and strategys e
agreed to act with the sole intention of invigorating the movement with
a new spirit. ¢ wished to create a feeling of urgency that would lead
to & yenewal of the offensive against the enomy.

3¢ Our main n:ui immediate concern was te return to our 2euatry ia o:der
to confront the enemy. We were then prepared and are now veady to
vindicate ourgelves by taking up the struggle at home,

4o With this in mind we drew up a list of points for discussion anl
delegated three of our members to intervmiew the Sevretary Gemeral

vith a Tequest for a discusesion with membere of the NHational Executive

in Exilee The Secretary General took up a hostile attitude, said that
the questions we had raised were trivial, and proposed %o interviewv us
individuallys Ue ebjected that this procedure was unpolitical, He thcn
told gnr ruprunantaﬂﬂu to arrange a meeling vith membersz of the Exeoutiwd

De ‘The Commissariat then agreed to & meeting bewteen us and the
Hational Excoutive in Luscka. Six members of the Lkecutive atiended
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the meeting. Having read a prepared draft statement, wo wore told <o
have it . typed and to provide all members «f the Executive rith copicse

6e He did thise, Our memovandum conmtained a political analysis and
attributed the weaknesses we complained of to wviong policiec and to
personal failures of some¢ of the leaderse The staff oI the organisation
typed, stencilled and duplicated copies of the memorandum at the offices
of the ANC in Lusaka, We supplied copies to memberys of the Ezcontive ond
to pselected mombers of MK. We cautioned them to treat the memorandugm as
highly confidential and in mo circumstances t0 show it to persons
outside the orgonnisations

Te Whon we next met the Exeocutive we found to our great surprice that
members of the Military Headquarters (including the Hilitary Regional
Adminiestratien) were present. He were told t»~%t they had been called in
because ve had introduced a new element by ¢ .ilating copies of the
maporandus fo members of MK, !/o nroftestied 4+ + we had been given an

assurance that our peint of vicr would be 7 i with only by the Executive
and argued that the fir~t thin- = 4o i, -  +the political conteat of the
memorandume The members of the milituiy 4.0 toned 4o 'deal' with us,
appayently for alle;od vielotions o oocurie - ud our oathse We urged that -
the alleged irre;mioritics chonlc we inve 42 500 only after a full
political diccuscione Hawing rejecic ouz pic ., tie Chairman of the

meeting suspraded preceedings inderinitclye

ve It come to our notice thot orders hod beon given for our arrest, and
that dungeens vere being propored for us ot Livingstome, Only the
intervention of a leading conrade saved us from being thrown inte these
dungeonse, The sAeting Presidont ovdercd the cancellation of the iasiructicn
to arrest usy and convened o meeting of militants to ocousider our cage.
This wae done, although the kxecutive had failed to discuss the memorandum
vith use The Acting President {old the meeting that the memorandum vas

not our work, and that were being used as teols by certain unmnamed
individuals, He appenled to the meeting not to be hostile to us; and
undertook to deal with the alleged instigatorse He appealed for a return
$o normel conditions pending discussion by the Natienal Executive Commitiee

Gonference,

9 After the Conference had taken place, the Acting Fresident announced
- %hat it had appointed a tribunal +to investigate thendistribuvtion of the
‘memorandums We objected that the appointment of the tribunal would have
+ the effect of midetracking the political peinta we bad vaiseds We wanted
discugeion and pguidance, not trials and punishmente Ve agreed however
in the interests of the movement to appear before the tribunal

10 As explained in eur notice of appeal, the tribumal refused to hear
us pollectively, and insisted on us appearing one by ones We protesind
“hat ve hpd acted ae a group and asked to be heard jointly and cellectively
Our request that the question of procedure should be referred to the
Hgpional Executive Commiitee was rvejectode Our stand on this iscue must
* be examined and judged iu the light of the evoats described, and against
the backgrovad of our attempis throughout the proeeedings to be heard
on the political issues invelved.

Lisiged }Mmtﬁt !?(?$

W pmr




	not19690300.026.021.000.p001-800
	not19690300.026.021.000.p002-800
	not19690300.026.021.000.p003-800

