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and his sentence of one year imprisonment with ignominious discharge from- -
the SADF was confirmed. The sentence is now regarded as having started on
that day instead of at the end of his IB serfteéfnife which would have been the 13th
May. FHe was transferred to Pretoria Central Prison-on 9th March-and was alloved %o
. to take_up hiﬂ'uHIS£_atudiEa,ggain en 3ird Mzy.

In the case of Mike Viveiros, who was sentenced on 23rd February to 18 months
imprisonment, the Review took place on the 15th April and the sentence, with
ignominious discharge, was reduced to one year. He was traneferred to Pretforia
Central Prison on 20th April.

Both are short term prisoners and as such are allowed one 30 minute visit by two
people per month, Two letters of not more than 500 words are allowed in and out

each month. For this reason friends are asked not to attempt to visit them at all,
since the parents in each case arrange who will visit each month, and %o write briefly
to their home zddresses so that again the parents can put at least your name and
perhaps some of your message into the two letters that they write. The addresses ares -

Charles Yeats, c¢/o Box 986, Durban 4000
Michael Viveires, ¢/o Box 11581, Isando 1600

Initially both prisoners understood that, as is the case with "security" offenders,
there would be no possibility of remission of sentence. However, the announcement
by the Minister of Justice on 12th May that gecurity prisoners will in future be
considered for remissicn gives Some hope of a shorter term of imprisonment.

The costs of the Supreme Court application made lasi year by Charles Yeats, which
exceeded B12,000, have been met mostly by donations from the major churches in
Seuth Africa and this is an encouraging sign of their commitment to a concern that
they have supporied in resolutions over the past few years. There is 8till a claim
to come from the SADF for their costs in that hearing.

DEFENCE AMENIRENT BPILL _ .

This Bill, which would sxtend registration for call-up to all white males from 1T %o
60 years of age &nd lengthens the period of service required of National Servicemen,
contains no new provision for COs except that in Section 67(3), which refers to non-
combatants, the words "in defence of the Republic" are removed from the definition
of the service non-combatants are required to render. oL

The Minister of Defence was reported as saying on Znd April that a number of
investigations into defence matters are under way including the "problem of COs".
These investigations could lead to the introduction of further legislation which
would influence the proposed new system of military service.

When the second reading of the Bill wa€ passed and the principle of a CO provision
could ther not be introduced, the Leader of the Opposition made & statement on the
views of his party on the matter. The following is a translation of the report in
Beeld of 22/4/82: - i .

"He drew & distinction between people With conscientious objections wWho are

prepared to serve, but not in combaiant units, and those who are not at all
prepared tc serve in the army. The statement dealt chiefly with the latter.



—ThePFP supports the idea of = ibunal, on which churches, th= Afmy and legal
men would serve, which would test the prlnclplas and tha slnnerlty nf peuple'
“with conscicntious objections. :

The objectors who Were recognised must then be given ihe ﬂﬁpmftunity ta Serve-
the couhtry in = rion—combatant and in a non=-military capacity for a period of
time thail 1s longer than the normal coniinuous natiﬂnal-serviﬂa poriod,

_This could even happen under conditions not less demanding. and dangerous then
that for nationzl servicemen. A Select Committee, augmented by wxperts from
the churches, Army and the Bench, could help with the framing of legislation
for this. '

At p“esent'aztre*ely strong action was tszken against conscientious objoctors
] wno Will neot serve in an army snd this has led to considerable

enxiely amongst most churches. The Army policy must be changed. “speclally

there must be no dishonourzble discharge from the Army and such people must

bé used more productively than is now the case,.

The PTP is well aware of “the probtlem of evasgion of national service and that
some pecple can fake conscientious objectioy.

In any revision of policy two issues must be fully kept in mind:

- 2 method must be found to distinguieh genuine conscientious objection based
on telief, and ' -

-~ the zlternztive must include 2 sacrifice of time and this must be more than
is the cese in normsl nationzl service."

Shortly after this Diée Kerktode carried an article noting Dr.Slabberts statement.
and the fezct that two prominent Nederduitse Gerefoemeerde Kerk ‘theologians had
made similar suggestions, They are Pref J Heyns and Prof P.Potgleter who have
written church publications on the subject.

With Parlizment scon*to adjourn it now seems unlikely that a CO provision will
be intreduced this year and there is even some doubt if the ﬂﬁlonﬂe Amendmeni
Bill will be finalised. '

ANKUAL C O CONFEEFNCE This is planned for the 16th to 18th July at the
Iutheran Youth Centre in Athlone, Cape Town, The

crsone with 2 clear interest in thc issue and an

t can be obtained from liike Roux, & Christow Rd.,

confercnee is limi
information brochu
Rosebank 7700. ° _ o
COUNSELLOR'S MANUAL OF C.0. A resource manual with details of most of the
issues facing possible conscicntions sbjectors
is bcing prepersd in Johennesturg. An order farm can be Huppllﬂd on request,

.__n- ek

"CHERISTIANS MAKE PEACE" is the title uﬂma_reﬂﬂnt’ eanurﬂe book by DIr.Margarct
Nash. ~T%t provides constructive things for individusls or

groups to do bcfore the choice of violence ‘i right” upen _use.-. ‘It can be ordercd

from Diakonia White Development Programme, Box 18?95 Durban 4000 and costs R3. 0o

pCcr COPY. ) : _

RESISTANCT TO FHESETTLEMENT hes recently succeeded in two places. in South
Africa, North of Pietersburg the-Batlokwa haveo’

gained the rlﬁhf'te stay wherc they are, and so have the propleg of Bergville

in Northern Natzl. NoWw Several groups in the "eorridor'" between the GlEkFi and

Transkei arc threstened with removal. L :

The owicome of thec fast af“Hyanga”Lush peﬂple" in the Cathcdral 'in Cape Town
'is also encoursging. : o

WAIDJ TRIAL This case has now been refcrred tﬂ the Supreme Court but a date
has not yct becn sete . : . )

"Let us suppose that certain individuals resolve that they will
consistently oppose to power the force of example; to authority,
exhortation; to insult, *raendiy reesoning; to- trickerr, Simple

-~ honour., They Would be preparing the future. Who can fail "to
see. the positively dazzling realism of such behaviour?" - (Albert Camus)



