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b LOOKING _AGATN AT NON-VIOLENCE?

Alarmed =% the increased level of obvious violence nnd loss of life rnd

property, 25 in Durbsn, ~nd the prospect of long ~nd bloody strife, some
- lerders opposed to epartheid seem to be scarahlnp again for nnn—?lnlent solutions.,

From Dr,Boesck ~nd the UDF, through Bishop Tutu and Dr.Nrudé =nd the Sﬂﬂﬂ-relateﬂ
church leaders who szw the Stnte President on 19th August, to Inkatha and Chief
Puthelezi many spe~k of being non-violent nnd some soy they are committed to it.

This is surprisingly hopeful in the light of figures given st & recent UNISA Seminnr
on "Violence" which indiceste that world-wide only one Christisn in a thousand
profesges to be pacifist. '

Though this principle of ~ction was rejected in 196C by the ANC and PAC =s having
failed, and h2s found very little favour since, it would be good if leaders did
look at it again before we become accustomed to the Efeﬁent_lavel of viclence,

- I ~m herdly cunlified to expound on this or to comment on the views and often wvery
courageous octions of leaders who esrry a weight of tension ~nd responsibility of
which I have very little conception. Also this Hews Letter has not attempted to
»rgue the violence/non-Violence iesue, but has simply tried to explain and encourrge
more truly non-violent sction in the CGandhien sence of the +term Satysgraha. For it
does seem that when it comes to non-violent action on r large secale we are not =ll.

th~t committed nor well informed, trained nnd disciplined. oo W T

-For the present I would like to offer a chapter from Gene Sharp's book "Social Power
rnd Political Precdom" which addresscs the South Africen <ituntion and which you
m-y be a2ble to- pass on to someone in o lesdership position. Dr.Sharp is an
~international authority on the n¢11t1nh1 and social meaning of non-violenca. This
ch-pier is entitled "What is recuired to Uproot Dppreas1un*“ and suh-titlcd e : :
'--"Etr“tegiu Problems of the Eauth Africen Resistrnce", and its first pFrﬂgrﬁph reads: -

The problem of how to upﬂuut oppression ﬂffaﬂtively with minimal casualties and
maximum long-rangebenofit® %o the liberated people still remains without an :
ndeguante solution, The people of South Africe havo. long awnited its resolution.
Although this chopter is an edited synopsis of four articles published in 1963,
With only a few changes and additions, its major points are, in: 193& = geventecn
years later - still as relevant as when they were written, despite ‘certain very . -
limited new signs of Covernment flexibility. -

It is just a=s relevent in 1985 in view of the cleorer indinatinna.wé now have of
the Government's conception of "flexibility™. -

One of Dr.Sharp's very mecningful observationsis that "in the Indisn struggle for
'indepandenﬁa rs & vwhole, probably not more than cight thoussnd died directly cr:

. indirectly os 2 result of Ehgatlngﬂ and other injuries inflicted in the course of

- tho struggle over a2 long period." For a population & tenth of that of India a% the-
" time this would represent 800 lives in the South Africen situantion. Sharp continues:

. The immensze number of cmsualtics in Algeria - estimated sz high s one million

in a population not excecding ten million - is cuite alarming. This is not explained
b'l;r egmglng 't.ht__ Fronch of 'bﬂ:l_ng .b"!!' nf—'l.‘t:'l.lrﬂ murﬂ E.‘-'I'U"‘LEE 'th ~n the Enﬁllﬂh-i-'_ ThE .Algﬂrl_i_

w
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L ;11vas lost in a pupulatian like thnt of South Afrlcn, i.e. nﬂarly 4DUD timas as
-._cnstlyl Dr.Sharp'ﬂ article 15 avﬁllﬁble on renunﬁt. ! - . Ml
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COVSCIRITIOUS OBIECTION

Geldenhuys Committee In consultation with the CO Support Groups I made representat-
: . ions to this Committoe of the SADF on behalf of the SACC and
some of iis member churches in particular. This comprised proposals for the .
smendment of the Defence Act as follows:w Foiling tho 2bolition of conscription,

(1) 1o moke community scrvicc ~n option open tn every national servicemany failingthot

(2) %o recormise certzin objectors other then religious, mnd

(3) to recognise certnin coscs of seloctive objection and %o reduce prison sentenccs
on those who(still)do not cualify

{£) to revise the period of community service, =nd fo mske some 2d hoc adjustments

to the regulantions governing ity and .
(5) ecertain changes to the composition nnd powers of the Board for Religious Objectione.
He also proposed an ~mmesty for persons who oveded call-up prior to the 1983 change

in the Defence Act to 2llow them to apply for recognition without fear of prosecution.
This runs to 18 prges. If you want & copy very badly let me lmowi

The Chairperson of the Board for Religious Objection is now Judge J W Edeling wvho
took over from Judge H T Steyn on lst August., The samc friendly approach is
maintsined, but heorings =zre now briefer then they were.

rucstions in Parlizment re Numbers in Alternstive Service
Figures given by the lMinister of Msnpower for the situation as at Efﬁfﬂﬁ arcs

438 persons liable for notional serviee had applicd for recognition as religious
objectors since the beginning of 1984.

353 of these had boen recognised, 4 had beon refused ~nd 81 were awaiting decision.
295 of thesc 353 were given nlternative service (Cztegory 3 classification).

278 of these 295 have been sent letters by the Dept of MMoenpower requesting them
to teport to the offices of thot Department for evalustion and placement,

0f these 278, 33 hove been pleced in scervieey-
97 had not yet responded.to the letters, ’
115 arc being prosccuted for refusing fo do community service
(~1most certainly nll Jchov-h's Witnesses - RR)
The remdning 33 were due to be placed in the ﬁﬂar' future. )

(Me~nwhile the old Cinderella Prison in Boksburg is ‘being used as a Detcntion
Parracks for =bout 120 Jchovah's Witnesses,convicted under the old legislation,
vwhe are still serving the threc-year sentence they received. About 100 of thesc
~pe due for release enrly in 1986 ~nd the rcmeining 20 towards the end. of 1986)

The Minister of Defence statéd that in the period 1/5/84 to 31/5/85 no national
aservicer n who worc cmployed in "unrost gitustions” or roouested to patrol Black
tovnshipe in the Republic hnd lodged objection to such service. However, thercaficr
'on 13th August Al~n Dodson of Durben was fined RE00 by 2 Court Martial for rcfusing
to do svch service, '
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FASTTNG FOR A JUST PEACE As part of a two weeck camprign in Durban thc End
Conscription C-mpaign is supvorting Richard Steele in 2 15 day fast from 22nd Scpt
+o Tth October, the letier dete being the anniversery of the first Fﬂbliﬂ_dePl?Fmﬂ“t
of tho SADF in the townships. Others will join him on the Tth. More information
orn be had from Richard himsclf (031-301-5663) or Loek Gocmans (031-301-8088) and
Gary Cullen (031-45-5682) or the ECC, ¢/o Box 1879, Durbsn 4000. Last month
2ichard faced the destruction of much of Phocnix Scttlement,whoro ho hos bcen carc—
t~ker for the past year, ond his own personal belongings. Support cen be conveycd
+to him through the zbove address. "Others will be fagting in other centres.

PRAYER GROUP FOR PEACE 2 JUSTICE ‘here moy bc meny groups of this kind in South
ifricn. The periicular onc I have been asked to mention meots nt the home of Sicve
Granger (2 Lancaster Rd., Rondebosch, 7700) for an hour cach Fridey. For details
nhone Steve st 65-2260, : : : ; :




