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THZ CHANGING PURPQSE OF THIS LETTER

When this letter began in 1979 iis purpose was to encourage non-

violent -action %towards pesce and justice in
Seuth Africa. It was felt that the aczdemic discussion on the meritis,
rights and wrongs of violence and non-wiolence hzd been carried o
1ang enoigh, that we should stop a2rgujng and let those who believed
in certain courses of action pet on with it and demonsirate their
validity, if they c=n.

Without telling others to be non-violent, le=si of all those who suffer

most from the vislence inherent in the South African system, let those

whe want to see non-violent chzmpe, especially if they ars in the privileged
white position, be the ones to act (not talk) and put their bodies
sacrificially in the way to ahsorb and turn back the violence we =21l would
like to see ended.

This News Letter therefore aimed:

(2) as =zn encouragement to others to report cases +his happening,
however small those cases were, and

(b) to put interested people iIn touch with groups =nd rescurces on non-—
violence,

We did not =im to carry articles on non-violence, but sometimes referred to
what was avzilable. :

Then came the Conscientious ﬂhaectiﬂn iseue in vhich & handful of courageous
TOUNS men offered themselves

to0 be the victinms of the Jefence nct and its lack of provision for the CO

rather than go to .war and make other pﬁunle their victime. IV wes 2 non-

violent action of civil discbedicnce. Grnun; formed nponisoneously round

't]:lE:r:h I‘—" il

By the time h=1f a dozen of them 1$ﬂ rone to prison the Giatle was
cormmitted to changing = law that had stood gince 1912 and which successive
¥inisters of Defence had said would not be chenged.

That chanse came this year, 1c¢amm¢dat1nF to sone extent the main thrust
of those who had led ihe sciioft for change (namely Christian pagifism),
tut =t the srme time using the immense pover of the 5Siate o out-Tlank
that thrust and strilte a Blow =i any widening of 4he ¢¢n¢esblnn to
ncecommodate "just war' =nd other objectors.. .

Further improvement of the C0 provisions of thot hct could ‘come through
similar sacrificinl aciions by others directly =ble to show, in their
sufferings, the moral iscues f¢r1fhjcﬁ they siand. :

Meanwhile, in a omall way, the wossitilities of non-viclence hove begun
40 be reconsidered and-to reroin ‘credoncs, g ' '



_ There heve been remarkobly affirmative statements by leading church.
people, such as ithat of ‘rchbishop Hurley =t the trial of Charles Yeats;

— There have been enguiries by the churches znd szction, such as the decision
of the Prescbyierian GOenerzl Assembly (PCSA) ecalling its ministers to
digregard severzl laws, including the Prohibition of MNixed Marriages Act,
which decision wzs followed by 2 number of other churchesy o

— There has been the growth of the Trade Union movement where, zlthough non-
violence may not be a2 principle, experience 1is being gained in the power
of both co-operation end non-cooperziion on & large scale;

- There hsve been seminzrs, etc.,guite independent of the SACC, for. the
learning of non—violence in severzal parss of the country, znd one or two
publications like Dr.lMargaret liash's "Ohristiane make Peace’j

— There hzs been the phenomenal growth of the anti-nuclear and pro-life
rovement in the Northern Hemisphere whigh cannoi but be noticed here,
and severzl very capzble Socuth Africans have been g=ining experience
in non=violence oversezs; :

=

— There hrs been the GINDEL film at an appropriste time.

ssmenty, 28 I hope I am, then this Fews Letter
guite inn~deguate to cover 211 the "neus" and
1

About 300 people in South Africa now receive this Letier, and many of them
- are more zctive 'and capable in social
reform than I am, My idea of a nevw function for it is to pass on to the
developing movement for non-viclence any ideas ond forms of action that
come to my notice or otherwise occur to me, torpethor with any sourses of
more detziled information or-experience.

Any comment by readers on thig proposed development will he so welcome.
ind for the next few issues renders can expect an experimental mixture of
sorzps of news that come my way plus tentative idess of what people inclined

to non-viclence might =attempt in SA at present.

==

CONSCIMNTIOUS OBJECTION

Apart from Jehovzh's witncoses several voung men have refused the July '83
iniake to ithe SADF, but it will now not bc possible for this Lewo Letter to
keep zbrezst of =2ll the details. You cnn assist them by being part of a
00 Support Group in your frez (if there i¢ one). Three new groups have
recently formed in Port EZlizabeil, Pretoriz znd Pictermeritzburg. The

' people o contact are: '

Cape Town 2 Itike Aoux, 6 Christow 3d, Iosebank 65-5523

Durban s Sue EBrittion, Tox 1879, Turban 31-2609
Johannesburg e Adele Iirsten, 11 Anson 5%,toberishem 680-T151
Port DBlizabeth ¥r liorman Hezth, 29 Hurd 5ty Mewton Park 302291
Pretoria ¥e Peter (reenvood, 370 Smuts 5%, Kloofsig £2=2276
pietermapritzturg lir Peter Herchoff, PAGSL, 203 Loop Ot. 2-0052

TN

The annual CO Conference in IDurban resolved to go beyond simply helping
C0s o handle the legislative provisions or penzalties and to call and work
for an end to comscription. The Conference stztemend is available on request.

nOBEDIRICE, SUBMISSION & CIVIL DISOBEDIZICE" is the title of & leaflet
o recently put out by the
Church & Nation (SA) Committee of-“the PCSA. 1% _igts come 20 casee of
civil dicobedience in ihe Tible and then examiﬁgﬁ'thg Creel woras used
in the Wev Testament for "obey” amd Menbmith. Sincle conies czn be had on
Tecuesi. oy '




