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Councillor Nakhaya opened proceedings wi:l a prayer.

The Chairman then introduced Nr. Mulder the Chairzan of the West
Band Administration Board , Officisle:®ss-rs salters, Duguid ,
Conn, %Wilsnach as well as Brigadier Visrer.

-

LZAVE OF ABSENCE

Leave of absence was granted to Councillors 3. Hanyane and
R.J.P. Maponya in terms of Regul,tiom 29(2).

The Chairman said this was the last meeting of the Year and extended
an invitation to Mr. Fulder to say a word or tvo on wbat might
happen next year., He then requested the Director, Housing to address
the Chamber.

Mr. Wilsnach expressed his sinceregratitude for tte co-operation

the Townchip Staff received from Councillors after saying that regrettably
the Chief Director was ungdle to attend the mceting owang to

pressure of work.

He also thanked Brigadier Visser for the calm that has prevailed
4n Soweto ever since he took over and also wished the Councillors
and ¥Kr. and ¥rs. Kulder a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New

Year.

The Chairman then called on Brigadier Visser to address the Chamber.

Brigadier Visser said he was gr,teful to have teen given the chance

to say a few words. He also uatd he prayed that the calm that prevailed
in Soweto would continue. He wished all Councillors and their families
and residents of Soweto, as well as those who would be on the roads
during Christmas a Happy and safe Chrisimas and added that he looked
forward to the New Year . He also hoped that the community would

.make the Police feel they beldng to Soweto. .

The Chairman then called on Mr. Mulder to say a few words., He added
that Mr. Mulder had been with the Boprd for three to four years.
There had been differences between them, but; Kr. Nulder's attitude
had been "let us agree to differ."

v
e Chairman further said that this Urban B.ntu Council had been the
only e that hai made innumerable visits to Fretoria and added that
memoranda had been issued on various issuec such as kig'er Rent.

The Urban Bantu Council had differed with the Boarc, btut Mr. Nulder
had ultimately taken the matter to Fretoria for a final decision.

t.r. Yulder then took the floor. He started by saying cach=ferzon hud
s iuty to perform and as long as people stuck to their dutiec, there
would te no time “for quarreling. .l .

:.id it was a pleasure for him to be ot the last meetinz of “he

Urunn 3antu Council and added that becanse of certain happeninis, he¢ hnd

.een yaadble to attend more meetin;s of the Urban 2antu Council.

¥e stated that he had always been proud of the fact that biﬁae!lﬁorujhad
cxpressed themselves gnd also spoke at several meetings between the
“evernzent and Councillors. - He nleo said that there had been ariument:: durin

the year on pimpricks such as the housing issue and added that there
would be increased privileges in 1977 for traders .

Ye



In 1951 Mr, Nulder said, lerisl.tion had been pasced, through which
she Urban Bantu Council could receive and accept responsibilities.
jut, responsibilityjhe added, had to be piven to magture people .
/ive years a-o neither he nor the Councillors were mature enouch,
sut, today, they were in regard to administration of the townskipee

e further stated that he looked forward to the day when recponcitle

people would come forward to take their places. He also zuid he gpokn to
legally elected representatives, elected by the people of loweto

to represent them and not people who stood at street corners a1 ponuipped.

lle said he respected the Councillors and stated that he had e{ton»ént
ne<t to the phone until the early hours of the morning waitinz for
a call from Fretoria on issues that affected the people of lowcto.

Councillors had been belittled , but they had kept on and he stat8d
further that there were three pecple who had been Chairmen of the Urinn
;antu Council at one time or another viz: Councillers Len:_2ne,

Kakhaya and Thebehali, the present Chairman who he knew well , and

was proud of them and paid the highest tribute to the Brtarn Zantu
Council for what it had core . He also vaiJ tribute to the officisle
at the West HKamd Administration Loard, Irom'the highest official’to the
humblest laobourer,

Continuiny;, he said nothing serious awaited Councillors but ndled
that very important work was in store for them. He said Cowncillor:
zust accept responsibility, but must not do a task becauz they
vanted a yood name . South A°rica, he said , was a creal country
for everybody, an he had travelled widely and said no countlry was
tetter than South africa. '

Ye wished :Veryone a Yeppy Christmas and hoped that the gpirit of
£00dwill should continue. Everything would be done with the protecting
hand of Uod, and wished everybody well especially Brigadier Viexcd, fo:
co-operation,

we Chairman of the Urban Ruptu Council said people should vote because there
4as scemething that had to be done . e added that he was fiow in a -~

position to respond to what had bLeen said. -

vie

In his reviewof 1376he said he’had taken over.the position of Chairman,
Lten things had quietened down ani added that his predecessor had

found himself in a position no othrer pergon had ever faced., It

was & dancerous situation, a situation where hiz life was .in danger
actvell as the lives of his family. It was & situation, he added here.
one felt frustratod , depressed and wvhera ore regarded all that ond had
Jdone as a thankless task. But, he added , things had chamged,

He also said that Brigadier Visser had been back in Soweto only a week
when the situation chanjed. He thanked Kr. Mulder (Chairman of the.
Jest Rand Administration Board) and the Chief Director, who had done
their best to create a mew situation in Soweto.

He then thanked the Director Housing, and added that Mr. Wilsnach had
started with them but that he now held 4 very senior poeition. He
also thanked the two Chief Townships hanarers , the Cenior Townshjps
VFanacer as well as Mes:re Kubayi anc MNfete. .

He added that he had certain obscrvations to make o



?4{rstly he said, lepders had mushroomed overni-ht at the height of the
riots in June. There were people, he added , who said theyfwere

the only loaders and these people said the real leaders were on
sobben Ieland, But, the Chairnun remarked that these people forgot
that the Urban Bantu Councillors were civic leaders and not political
leaders,

The second observation hc wanted to make concerned the Press.  He
said the Press had adopted a negative attitude torsards  the
Council gni added that Courcillor lakhaya's house would not have
been burned down had the Press not turned against them.

The Press sensationalized matters, he added, but they did not

know what the Urban 3:ntu Council could and could not do . He
said the Council was in charce of roads , housing but not political
matters and added that he .ould not take part in politics unless he
was completely out of the Urban Bantu Council,

He further stated that "”“c_diately after he h,d taken over as Chairman.
the Urban 2zntu Council dccived to suspend the election of Committees
and after that meeting Councillors Mlonzi and Hosala had tried to
suspend the Councile

.

\
The Chairman added that it is a lecal anc constitutional fact that

a Councillor automatically loses his position when he fails to
attend three conseeutive meetin; s,

¥r. Mlonzi, the Chairman said had issued a statement saying that
¥r. Kulicr was the only person who could sack them; but he said even
kr. :l-ldcr could not do that, -

T™he Chairman continued -and said Comnittess had bes bt 3. -
;ddcd that the Urban Bantu Council had held two f&‘m% & in
& wonth to discuss business affecting it. : :

He added that he could not have done what he had done without the
co-operation of the Councillers. 1977,he said , would be a

crucial year , a challenge as t¢ whether the Council would rum ¥
Soweto in .a responsible manner or whetner they were going to misuse
their powers.

lie wished everdbody a very Happy Christmas .

Councillors Pooe and Motha addressed Vthe Chanber‘.'.

The meeting closed at 3,30p.m,
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