, L/
BLACK PEOPLE'S CONVENTION égg,d
W”’“"%wwdm‘

“

MINUTES OF THE FOURTH(4+h) NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD
AT THE ST. ANSGARS LP STUDIOS FROM TEE IATH TO THE ITTH
MARCH, 1974.

The meeting commenced 2% 2,15 p.m. OB the 16th of March with Rev. Mayatula

reading from the Scriptures —a#prayer followed.
AGENDA:

1.) Opening remarks by the President ~-—A paper on B.P.C. in general.

2 .) Announcements.

3.) Report by individual members of the National Executive Committee

4.) Minutes of the 3rd Naticnal Council meeting,1973.
a.Matters arising out of the Minutes.

5 ) Branch Reports.

6.) National Organiser's paper on B.P.C. Policy

7.) Financial Report - by the Secretary-General

8.) Branch Affairs :~a) The DON Branch;b)The Mehlomakhulu case;

¢) The P. Zlizaweth Branch;d)Sharpeville Branch

9.) HEROES' DAY -2ist March,1974
10) Proposed projects and the Annual Programme
T1) GENERAL and CLOSURE.
DELEGATES PRESTNT ’
NKWENKWE NKOMO —N/EXmC.; R.G. MAROLEN ~-Daveytonj;Rev., M. MAYATULA -
Mapumulo;HAROLD DI¥oN  Cape Town;PATRIZY. KHUMALO -Welkom;FANINI P.
TSOTETSI —JO' BURG i AL N
1, The President read his paper on B.P.C. in generzl calling upon all the
» Chairmén to revive their Branches. He f\‘lrther urged them to take note
of the following; :

1.S. FARISANI — N/EXEC.;COLLIN JEFFRET - N/EXEC.;Zithulele Cindi-1/EX

- people should not take pride in their beirg involved in a political

mother body and view that as a sense of achievement.

- this has ,as a result,brought about the crippled image of B.P.C.
in the whole country.

- the President promised the N/Council of the efforts the N.E.C.

would put into the whole Movement provided it ge*s support from
the Branches. .../0ur attitude..
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—our attitude towards other_ peoplesour »hehavﬂzour should befit us and
avoid weing too Black to be approached —infallirle.
SHOULD?
S@IEE welgh the intrinsic values about be:mg Black.
I’I‘S.
~the Sccwetary-cens_ral announced that no letters of apology were

‘received from the Branches tha 't were not present.
-also the absence of the Public Relations' Officer was noted-the 2nd
~two members of the Council appealed to be excused durmg the evening
due to ‘ill-health. It was agrecd that they could lea.ve after part :
of the programrre had been resolved. '
3. TqE EXFCUTIV*(NHTTO%AL) RTPORT:
1.) The Prusldem: reported on the Office situation when the present

Exeoutive’ mok over. The findcial posltmn of the Convention was

_vei‘y ;’Sz"eca’r‘io\m and the nced for Branches-to maintain Head Office
could never be emphnsised. The issue of .the Typist wus raised and
it wes Teft ae resolved by the N.E.C.  The Secretary-General was
f»ov"ackno*.fle-dgc receipt of he‘n letter. An 2 - -abortive trip 1o
Durban came as a result of thd inefficiency .of two members of the
N.E.C. The amount that was p\.'kt aside 111 got used up on other trips
The President felt nothing tungi)a]:e h~d been donewso far.

_ii.)The vice-President reported.of the inefficincy of the Branch

Executives. in thé Durban area. discusicn fellowed. after the
Vice Pr.sidunt's report. He apcl ‘ogised fer his rather shert 1 .-:r
report. - A

THE PUBLI® R L'TICT' & CFFICTY: | i
The -atscnce of the Fublic Relatic & Officer was noted and it was
resolved that his uttenticn be drawn te this. matier. ,

THE NATIOYAL CRGA" ISIR:
He reperted on his co-ordinotcry cofforts with regards 't6 branches

and his oxploration irto the cultur:l field. He alsc réperted cn
his inteinded fund-raising preject; his abortive trip to the

Free State ,bra_.nohes,’du‘e to the lack of funds. Tt was then' agre®d
that the ‘Tati’mal‘ I’?xecutiva Ccuncil's repert ghould be in the form

of.a Digest ccmpiled by tre Secretary-General. _ﬁcferrcncc was made
to the minutes of tho'last Yaticnal Con.res in Septcmber.

THE SnCRI‘T ALY) GTIERAL-
He presented bis repirt which was of -an administr?s\t;‘.ve nature.

He rupcrteﬁ n sters teken wiph regards t. the fOliowing:carus.
i) Paldwin-M.dau; 1i)7ewako Thobehali. The neud fur ussessing ir
membership iq th. fifferentbratiches was felt wnd a rescluticn to
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that effect was adopted. The discrediting or people for their stand as
regards the Convention should be discolraged -if t};i; had to be done it has
be done bn’)‘t’h situationally and diplomatic2lly. It was felt advisable to
attack tho institution rather than the individual after a thorough assessment
of the situation.

4. NMINUTES OF THE 3rd NATICNAL COUNCIL.

Thep Minutes were read and a precedent tha;c arose was noted -at the meeting
“i.e. allowing observers into a meeting supposedly ‘for the N.E.C. and
Chair-men, of Branches. A resolution was adopted calling for the amendment
"of the : comstitution of the Nattonnl Council.

i.) JO'BURG CENTRAL

The Chairman reported about the.dissidcncj of the
forces of the Branch. He reported of some peo[,ie being not for
the good of the Cenventior-this is manifest in a constant number -
and the same members and :rces zttending meetings and the same with
thuée who were absenting theumselves frem meetings. The Branch Execc
intended conducting elections in the near future. The Chairman
expressed his dismay on hearing about tke "dumping" of the DON
Branch into the Tranch. This wns rejected by the Council and the
Natin.nﬂ.l Organiser was mrndated So er11 u;',on o general meeting of
the DON Branch-with a view of corducting electicns.
ii.)DAVEYTON BRANCH

Nothing much has “een dcne in the Branch in view
cf the absence of booksﬂb records ¢f the . t Branch. The
feeling of some members was not to elcct a standing Committee dut
as it was a National procedure a Committee had to be elected. About
correspendence from Head Cffice being received late,the Secretary
General explained the position arising out of the Branch being not
included in the Head Office mailing list.
iii.) MAPHUMULO

Corresycndence wis arriving lute from the Head Office

and this results in the inability to¢ respond to the requests from
Head Cffice. Some of the members have laft.the Branch. They-in
the Branch-intend conducting a literady campaign-financial problems
abound in transporting Literacy ce-ordinntors. The project was
encouraged and -funds permiiting-assis.ance was promised from the
National Offices.
iv.)¥ELKOM BRANCH ./ No branch report



"iv) WELKOM BRANCH: .

Theswas no Branch report as the members were not
in possession of the bocks sinc’evthe Chairnan had moved away with’
‘them. He expressed his willingness to start a new hranch at Welkom.
The Naticnal Organiser was to investigate the affairs of the branch.

v) CAPE TOVN: founp
* The branch was Szmmmge in disarray as the Chaiman was missing
wnh the bocks. There....worc however a number of pecple eligible for
membership within the branch. Correspondence from Head- Cffice was very
good but delayed and then forwarded at a time when it weuld be cencid-rd
fatile.A loan has been made to a SASO member and has not yet been re;a&d
RI40,00 was fundraised and from this R60,00 was loaned to yet ancther
SASCQ member.Relaticnd with both SASC and NAYO were repcrted to be very
.gcods The branch has started a library and has a fulltime qualified
" Librarian. The Bontoheuwel issue was tackled amd jampbleted extensively.
After the Bape Tcwn report the meeting adjourned for super at 9,30 p.me
It was resumed at lo,15 p.m. ¥hen the Ccuncil recénvened the President
presented a paperd directed to the branches in general and jarticularly
to the Chairmen, Secretaries and Treasurers. the Presidens elaborated
.‘on this paper the JEEEwwg (BPC) on Aifferent aspects. hn exhausive
diseussicn followed,
6) The National Organiser read his 1aper on B.P.C. policy «n differcent
: aspects.
viii) FINANCIAL REPOR 'I‘ ~ SECKTTARY GENERAL:.
. ) . There was nc report due to an
Accounting technical peint, b\;t 2 perusal ¢f the becks indicated a BANK
OVFRDRAFT. 4n a;rc'zi was lcdged to all members present to plodve themselves
" RS,00 a month or 2Co’a day,’ whlcg was greamr. ‘I‘h_:;.';‘wc‘:u]‘.d in turn be directed
%0 the generdl membership of the Cenventicn.
8) ‘BRINCH AFFLIRS: a) Tho Mohlemakhulu Chee.

’ ] . ‘ The matter was reffered back to the
branch cn a fpb_hnical peint. An invitation was extended by the Naticnal
Cffices tc the said member was treated with "cowtempt of o;‘ders from' the
Head Officé“. The_dispcsed member was nqtlwilling to face the Branch Executive
for a re-trial in the Presence of the Ifational Txecutive Commitoe us a
breach of procedure was felt by .the N.E.G.AThere has sc far bm.n no
indica vtien ‘on the



5
part of the s~id member to accert or abide by thg/decisions and or

directives from the National Offices.  The Fresident indicated his

get his point of view.
led ex-member of S.AS.0,

willingness to meet with the said member and—v
b.) The member of B.P.C. and g6~

as carried in the white press—who is new tne leader cf the Oppcsiticn

in the Ciskei =is nct known in the Brack cifcles . The Nat. Org.
together with the Secretary-General werc mandated t¢ investigate this
matter and to act accordingly. ==

: c.) The P. Elizg
agreed that funds—permitting’ the I\T?;‘I'..Orga.niser should visit the Branch

eth branch was looked into and it was

In the meantime,the jeorly” interested in B.P.C. should‘go shead and form
-: a Branch. » '
d.) The /Sharpeville Branch; )

“The effective oprosition by #hd |
agents of the sysjfem were prominont—+his can be supported by the fact
that one of the prominchh members is being held incommunicado under the
"TERRORISH ‘.‘xfi,"l‘". Most if not all,members in the Branch are testifying
.as. State Witnesses. The untiring efforts of the Nat. Organiser can newqr
- be ovér-/amphs.sised as the Convener of the Branch shirked hid duties

dismally and had to be done away with. ) '
9. HEROES' DAY - 21st.March,1974.
" The Natfonal Executive -intended to utilise thc Heroes' Day for fhe

second unveiling of the MTHULI-KAi-SH3ZZI sombstone. This venture W..’)Llld.
be of a National magnitu;le. Arrangements were presently being made

) with the Contractors and the two members of the National Executive in
Durban were to continue with their duties as agreed in the last N.E.C.
meeting in consulting the sculptor for the 'fist'. Head Office would
look into the aquisition of the other part of the tombstone. A number
of Organisationgwere to bo invited to the cercmony. .

"10. PROPOSED PRQJECTS AND THE ANNUAL PLROGRAM'IE.

Members present were encouraged tc specdup the drive for more

membership. ° Thr(tugh zmassing a large fél]_.(:win@ onn we be able to effect
'.ohango fast. The need to gain crezlibility by the imasses can never be
looked down upon -we had to identify with the people and tc articulate their
aspirations—threugh this can we have the ;ec;ﬁle identifying the Movement
with liberation. The Prsident appealed to those present that they
organise Rallies inviting® every member nf the community ctnd having one member
. from the National Executive addressing them. At the close of business
members had to pledge finacial support tc the National Offices.  Business

was terminated on Sunday the 17th at 4,30 am. Aprayer was said.
% - .
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. R 7/ /
RESOLUTICNS TAKFN AT THE $&9 NATIONAL
COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE ST, -
ANSGARS_STUDIOS, FRFCINE, I6TH &g
AND_IT7H_OF MARCH,I9T4. ’
EESOLUTIONN/C_I/ 74.
That this National -Council Noting:

i) The incomprchensive list
of branch members. as kept in the Fational Offices's Register.
II) The adverse efrect of this list has on the Naticnal.Cffice
" Administratisn and the rotarotery efiect in the co-ofdinaﬁicn
oﬁqﬁi&nchas.

THefEfprReRoETILES :

A To mandate Chadirfion;pf all Brandhes to

distribute
‘§HeiT Tespective branches andeto:submit thuse tc the National

the membership as: es ment forms to every nember in

Offices forsafo-keeping.
Mover: Ykwenkwe Nkcmo
“asalay 1w 3er I A, Seconder: Zithulele Cindi( s
Unaniﬁcusly carried. )
RESCLUTION N/C /: 2/74.
That this Council Notings .
The lack of fully- fledged B.P.C.
‘branches in the Black community ard that the rigid rules with
regards to the constitution of the Naticnal Ceuncil eannof be
implemented bscause of this lack of Sranches.
Therefore Reéolves;
. . bThat the constituticn of the Naticnal Ccuncil
be amended‘toiéonsistbof: - ) . :
’ i() Tho National Executive Council.
ii) Branches Chairmen or their
deputies and R P
P "11i) Confirmed conveners from the dif erent: cells -
and or areas. ‘.
Mover:Zithulele Cindi,

begonder: Nkwénkwe Nkemo.



