CAU STRATEGY FOR LIBERATION OF SO0UTH AFRICA.

DOCUMENT PRESENTED BY THE AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS (SOUTH AFRICA)

THE NEW SITUATION IN SOUTHFRN AFRICA AND
THE POSITION OF THE OPPREISED MAJORITY
IN A APARTHEITC! SOUTH AFRICA.

1o QAU Pillar of Strength.

The OAU has without reservation given its support at all times
since its inception in 1963 to the struggle against white
supremacy and the minority racist and colonial rules in
Southern Africas The rejection of the minority regimes, the
determination to assist the Black majority to achieve the

rights of nationhood and sovereignty have been a cornerstone

of unity in Africa,. This is one issue on which all states on
the continent have been able to agree regardless of the

many divisive factors that have emerged from time to time in
different regions, The African National Congress (South Africa),
recognises in this unanimity a deep understanding of the
position of our pecple, and of all Africans in the sub-continent
who have suffered the consequences of a vicious colonial system
based on national oppression, race g&gpﬁeminﬂatiun and exploitation,
The CAU has earned the respect and - ® -4 of progressive
mankind in all parts of the world because of its consistent
stand against the white minority regimes, and ites support to the
limit of its capacity for the liberation struggle in the
sub—continent, We have every confidence that that support will
continue to be given until the whole continent has been purged
of the vicious social system which finds its extreme expression
in what has come to be known as Apartheid, a system which not
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only practises race discrimination but ellevates it to the
height of a moral order, Should this particularly offensive
and oppressive Torm of colonial rule be allowed to continue,

it will distil a poison and spread it through the whole of the
sub—continent and eventually other ropgions whicli are vulnerable

to the virus of neo—colonialism, racism, fascism and imperialism.

It is hardly neccssary to remind members of the QAU of their
passed resolutions denouncing apartheid and pledging their
support for our armed strurgle, lMNevertheless, for the record
anl to give confidence to curselves and our neople we wish
to recall resolutions adopted by the QAU on these matters
like the one passed in Mauritius affirming the support of the
QAU to our struggle irn all forms including armed struggle,
for the seizure of power by the people and the mecent one
passed by the 34th Session of the Council of Ministers.

We of the African National Congress (South Africa) have always
regarded thgﬁn resolutions as a solemn covenant, a genuine and
binding commitment by our brothcers amd sisters in Afrrica. teo |
reinforce our strugzle by moral and naterial means, This does
not mean that we look elsewhcre for deliverance, or expect
other people to perform our historic mission of bringing
about a social revolution that will demolish the entire
structure of cﬂiﬁnial rule,; national oppression, racism and .
exploitation all of which constitute the system of Apartheid,
This is our mission and we shall carry it out regardless of the
obstacles or the sacrifices that must be made.

At the same time, and because of the significance of our

struggle to Africa and indeed to all progressive mankind, we

look with confidence to African states of the OAU for affirmation
of belief in the justice of our cause. lo rcoognise however that

it is necessary for us to specify the srounds upon which we eall
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for such affirmation in the light of the changed situation that
has arisen since the liberation of Zimbabwe,

It will be lmown to the members of the QAU that we the people
of South Africa have never acquiesced in white man rule, have
never accepted the rape of our land, the seizure of our mineral
wealth, the extraction of vast fortunes from the soil of our
land for the benefit of foreign investors, bankers,
industrialists; and all those others who benefit from the
ravages of imperialiem in our country, We the people of South
Africa, fought relentlesaly and without cessation against the
foreign invaders who by the use of vioclence and superior
armaments expropriated our land until eventually we were lef4
with little more than one—sevonth of the total territory, It is
a certifiable historic fact that our people in the Cape took
the first shock of resistance to the invaders, fought no fewer
than ten distinct wars in defence of their territory betwecn
1779 ard 1877. It is similarly noteworthy of mention that the
last war fought by our people against the white opuressors took
place in Matal in 1906 when our pcople under the gohneralship

of Bambata rose in armed struggle in defence of ocur land and peoploe

2« Our E'truﬂﬂ_lﬂ_l

The formation of the African National Congress (South Africa) took
place shortly afterwards in 1912, under the pressure of contimued
dispossession and denial of our legitimate claims to participate
in a decision = making procesa under a democratic form of

government, The British made constitution which ushered in the
Union of South Africa in 1910, denied franchise rights to the
Black majority of threc provinces while retaining in the fourth,
the province of the Cape, voting rights that have been granted to
all persons irrespective of race in as far back as 1883, In

response to this monstprous picce of discerimination which doomed
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our voteless people to perpetual slavery, the fathers of the
African ration met in solemn conclave to devise ways and means’
of uniting the people of South Africa in defence of the interests
and for the achievement of their national objective of equal
participation without colour bars.

This was a kér note of our struggle for the next half cemtury,
throughout this peried the leaders and people protested,
agitated, demonstrated, resorted on bcocasion to strike ana
civil disobedience for the prinoiple of equality before thé law,
for fundamental human rights, for the abolition of colour bars
and national oppression.

Britain by the Act of Union had divested itself of political
responsibility for. our country and for the voieless Black
majority. Colonial power wasg transferrcd to the white minority
under the constitution that enabled it to perpetuate its
gsupremacy at the expense of our people, Although the South
African state was made sovereign in torms of internationmal law,
it retained all tho characteristics of a colonial power vis=a-vis
the Black majority. Let us not be mystified by legal jargon and
constitutional technicalities, We assert that the white minority
ocoupica the position of a colonial power in relation to our
people, and therefore our struggle is in essence a struggle for
national liberation, We shall now proceced to demonstrato thé'
factual basis of our analysis, '

3¢ Azainst Colonial Domination,

A universal characteristio of colonialism is a discrimination
exercised by the vhite settlers against the indigenous population,
an institutionnliged system of imqua.litj that denies them appess
to education, skills, employment, social welfare, health Bervices
and equal terms with the colonial masters,
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The cornerstone of this edifice of inequality before the law
and in.substance is a deprivation of political rights suffered
by the indigenous peoples All power is concentrated in the hands
of the settler community acting in conjunotion with the imperial
power, Apartheid and Racism in South Africa are products of the
oolonial conquest of our country and people, used by the enemy
as a rationale feor the perpetuation of the colonial status of
the Black majority, and c¢an therefore be eliminated by force of

arms .

Was it not against this colonial system that African peoples
revolted? What is meant by national liberation. pther than .the

re jection by the colonised people against the inequalities and
injustices forced on them by foreign rule in the form of colonialism?
And is it not against such a system of oppression. that we the

people of South Africa are anga.g-&d. in mortal oombat?

We therefore claim with reason that our struggle against rapism
and white autucrﬂn3'1s in Bﬁhstanqe 1dant1ca1 with the liberation
movement fuughx throughout the cnmtlnﬂnt during the past fifty
years, There is a diffa?enﬂﬂ,_nur brothers and sisters in Africa
fought against an external enemy, the imperial states of France,
Belgium, Britain, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Our cnemy has always
consisted of the combined farpes of Dritish imperialism and
internal colonialism. That situation, that combination of forces
remained unchanged when Britain, the imperial state relinguished
its direot control of South Africa in the same way as it had done
for Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.

We repcat that legal aml constitutional forms did not change
the situation when Britain delegated the responsibility for
government ¥o:+ the white minority, it retained the substance of
power in the form of cwnership of the mines, factories, commerce
and much of the land. Even a superficial cxamination of the
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social structure revea.f the.extraﬂrdirﬂrx..a:trahglehnld that
Western n-;:y.in-l;,ri_eu, 'I;-he UsS.. and Ja.ggn_ maintain over our economy.
This emﬁnﬁiu dep.end.emu..-is not unique, it exists in many other
politically sovereign states. In our cage lmurever that state.of
dependence haﬂ a vita,l Blmui‘mame. :E'm:- our stn:ggla becausge  the
white minoritv draws on the imperial states for support in. terms
of ir.nves'bmerl-tﬂ, trade, technical skills and armaments. For these
reasons. we ula:l.lln full justification for the oontention that
white South Africa 'émibit:a all the trappings of a ocolonial
power in relation to our péople,

4+ For Self-determinations

The African Mational Congress in 1912 called on our people to

urdite in defence of their iﬂtarentﬂ and for the realization of

their legitimate rights. Then as now, we were-divided into chiefdoms
by language and custom and the maintenance of traditional forms

of polity. This demand for unity was far more than a sentimental
ory, or arndimitation of similar appoals made elsewhere to members
of 2 divifled nation; Thé objective conditions that followed the
wars of congiuest, expropriation-of land, and dispossession of our
pecople were such as to'make unity an imperative. '

Nothing nould’ demonstrate this.néed for unity more than the acts
of the first all white Union Parliament, In 1910 it adopted a
defence Aot which excluded blacks from national services In 1911
it introduced a:lMative Labour- Regulation Aot which imposed & pass
system, compulsory rcgistration of workers and criminal penalties
for breach of contract on the African Worling population, In 1912
it cnacted the Mines and Works Act under whiﬂlélrf. ations
introduced colour bars excluding Africans from @& . works in a
wider range of industrial ocoupations In 1913 it passed the MNative
Land Act which segregoted the African population in rescrve frcas
comprising only 13a of the country's surface arca. The legal and
constitutional framework of South African industrial reveolution
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was impregnated with race laws and colour ba.ra..ﬂunh as existed
and could only exist under colonial capitalism,

Our leaders, the fcunders of the African National Congress
included members of the learned professions, peasants, worksrs
and chiefs of high standing, One and all recognised that separate
isolated acta of rosistance by individual communities would fail
to stop the advancc of racial ;Iaggermugh'l:-. Their only hopa‘nf
survival, the only prospeot of ahtain:mg tHeir ;pu.s‘t- dama.nﬂ;,

to unite into one notion,

In this respect, wc differed in no way from the rest of the
continent. Coloniz -sm was a rapacious. system which denied

basio l'n:.mag:t rights, trampled, rough-shod over nationalities,

draw boundry-linec :rbitrarily and without regard to the identity
of language, groups and ethnic communities, I!B?Eﬁheless, and
with few exceptions, the national movement that proliferated
during the course of the century a.cceptad. the colonial
boundaries as given and obtained i‘miupanﬂ&ma for the: El't-ataﬂ
a.rtifiﬂiall;,r carved out by the imperialists., MNowhere in Africa
have independent ccuntries agreed to fragmentation into separate
ethnic states. Any attempt to secede by civil war has been resisted
with the full force of #he majority. Africa rightly rejecits the
principle of secces:ion when it is a.ppiiéd or when ethnio
commmnities within . state demand it as a right for themselwves,

In ocur case however partitioning has been imposed upcn us from
above by the white nitocracy. We have not beon consulted, no
referundum wae organized to test our opinion, Arbitrarily and in
its interest the white autooracy has proceeded to dismember the
common soeiety, to cstablish tribal states, the so—ocalled homeland
or a8 it is oontempiiously called by our people; the Bantustans,
This system of tribal nationalities which the rest of Africa has
re jected has bheen Lnposed on us by force with the consequence that
we, the original oir:mrs of the land and the sole cocoupants have
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been iturned into fore1gners b;r 1&3131&.1‘-113‘& decree, And we enter
the so~callod White South Africa comprising 87% of ihe totals
When we enter these developed regions in search of emplujmenf

we are required by law -to “take’ out passports, realdantml_pamita
because in terms of the Hhiﬁa_man'g:_ law we are foreigners in the -
land of our forefathers.

He damand, and have damandeﬂ since 1912 the right to determine
the form uf mu‘ mtlnnhnni. This iﬂ wl‘r.}r the ‘,ﬂfrica.n Mational
Consrens was Tormed and this is what it has strugglad to achieve
throughout its existencec. But the white autocoracy, a racist
minority, denies the right of self-determination even to the
extent of pruhihiting our organization amnd all other forces that
rejeot pﬂ:¢1t15n1ng into Bantustans and dﬂmand the right to.form
one natiun. Is thiﬂ not natianal nppresaiun? There is no difference ..
between the White man's ban on us and the. Eﬂtlnh taken aga;nﬂt
national mwemn'bﬂ in othor parts of Africa during the. B'hnlgglﬂ
for independence, H:L'tll these reoasons we maintain that we are
victims of natlnnal upprcaaiun in the same way as the peoples of
Africa who rose in ruvalt against foreirm domination and colonial
rulo,

6+ Tho_ indopendonce of. Zimbabwo.

Our cese for recognition as .an authentic national liberation
movement has stood the test of time, As stoted in the opening
paragraph, the OAU, the Ul and progressive forums throughout the
world have never challenged our contention, that wo are Pighting.

a gonuine nvar fer national solf-dotermination against an awtooracy
which exercises the powers and imposes the oppression characteristic
of any colonial system, We welcomed and supported as best .as wWo
could thf demand of Africa for frecdom from imperialist-domination -
and ﬂnlﬂmal rule, It was and remains our conviotion that our casé
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will be strengthened by the liberation of other parts of ﬂffina.'
Therefore we welcomed and drew comfort from the spread of the
tide of liberation that spread acoross Africa from the West to
the East and from the north to the socuth, And when that tide was
brought to a halt along the Zambezi we supported physically and
morally to the limits of our capacity the struggle for the
emancipation of the colonised people in the sub—continent., When
Mozambique and Angola were liberated we rejoiced and our pecple
reacted positively as in the case of the black consciocusness
movement and the Soweto uprising. The defeat of the Portuguese :
colonialism brought added confidence to our people, raised the
level of political consciousness and acocelerated the maturing
of the revolutionary situation in our country,.

The authencity of the liberation struggle was not called in
question when the people of Mozambique and Angola liberated.
themselves. On the contrary our allies recognised that these
historio feats of liberation had deprived our enemy of the
protection afforded by the buffer states along the borders, and
opened new fronts. for our onslaught on the bastions of white

SUpremacy s

The liberation of Zimbabwe has brought about a situation where
another buffer state has fallen to the triumphant advance of “
the Africa cause for freedom from foreign rule and white
dominations The defeat of the rebel regime and its western allies
in Zimbabwe is a glorious viotory for the people and also to the
wholo of Africa. We are confident that the success of the
patriotio foroes brings us oloser to our objective of marshalling
the rescurces of Africa and the international community for the
final assault on the last bastion of colonialism and imperialism.
- on our continent — the South African Apartheid regime.
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Te Illegitimate transfer of power to the racist minority.

We have already pointed ocut that our strugrle against white
domination and colonial invasion goes baclk to the early days

of white settlement and continued in different regions and under
varying ciréumstances, throughout the sucoeeding 330 years,

Our enemies were both British imperialism and Afrikaaner
Nationalism, o

After the defeat of the Boer Republic in the war of
- 1899-1902, Britain transferred politdical power to ‘the white
minority in defiance of the pre—war-protésts of our people.

To illustrate, we cite some of the outstanding features of this
protest such as the petition organised in Octoler 1943 by the
Transvaal Mative Union askinz for a oommon voters' roll

throughout South Africa. In February 1909, another Congress was
held in Orange River Colony, and in March similar ;athering took
place in the Cape, Matal and Transvaal, The only issue was ths
draft South African Acts The 1910 constitution confined the

Black vote to the Cape, prohibited Blacks from sitting in
Parliament and based the number of parliamentary seats on the
white adult male population to the exclusion of the Black

ma jority. Every Congross passed resolutions uunﬂ.ﬂrﬁ:ﬁr@ the

colour bar clauses and demanding the extension of the franchise
to Africans, Coloureds and Asians in the north, From these regions
oame 60 oleoted delogates who met in a South African Mative |
Convention in March 1909, It too rejected the colour bar clauses
and resolved "All persons within the union shall be entitled to
full and equal rights and privileges subject only to the conditions
and limitations established by law and applicable alike to'all
citizens without distinction of class, colour or creecd,
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Reoognising that the raocist minority would ignore our people's
legitimate olaims, the Native Qonvention sent a deputation to
London to lobby the British Parliament for an amendment of the
draft Constitution in favour of a non-racial franchise
irrespective of race, colour or oreed. The delegation put ¢
responsibility for the entrenchment of white hegemony on the
British Parliament the author and source of the legislation,

This and other forms of pressure failed, Britain was then
oommitted to unifying the Afrikaaners and English whites in a
solid front as a price of appeasement for the violenoce used
against the Afrikaaners in the Anglo-Boer war and as a means of
reinforoing the imperialist interests, Parliament therefore
passed the draft Aot with ite oolour bar clauses intaot, The only
u.oh‘ﬂrmn’l:ﬂ of the delegation was the exolusion from the Union
of the High Commission ferritories of Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland, Out of this agitation and because of this failure
emerged in 1912 the African National Congress dedicated to the
- atruggle for the removal of ocolour bars and the oreation of a -
non-racial acciety open to all South Africans,

Considered in this historical oontext, and with due regard to
substantive issues we have no hesitation in oontending that the
South African Aot of Union was essentially of the same order

as the UDI by rebel Rhodesia in 1965, The power that the rebel
Ian Smith seized illegally in 1965 was conferred by a British

Aot of Parliament in 19104 In both cases a racist minority
aoquired absolute power over a blaok majority. Let us not be
taken in by legal subterfuges or the outward look of things, _
The substance of our ocase is that Britain by foroe deprived us of
our legitimate rights in 1910, If there had been at that time in
existence the Organisation of African Unity or the United MNations,
it would have undoubtedly condemned the violenoce perpetrated
against us by Britain in the same terms as it oondemned the violent
perpetrated by the Rhodesian relels against the African people in
1965,
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8. Forms of struggle.

The new situation brought about by the unification on 1910
demanded of our people new forms of strugzle. For more than

250 years our forefathers had taken up arms against the white
imvaders, but had done so in separate encounters organised by
individual chiefdoms or ococalitions of chiefdoms, It was not
possible during this whole period to achieve maximum unity

based on the growth of national conseciousness which would embrace
all ethnic commmnities, all tribes and clans, As part of the
development of a national consciousness, the African Mational
Congress provided the subjective factor, utilizing common
experience and living conditions of common oppression and
identity of suffering to combat narrow tribalism and incalogstals
in all seotions of owr people the concept of a single nation born
to be free and fighting for emancipation and in ite formative
year it resorted to comstitutional means such as deputations,
petitions, demonstrations, industrial actions, anti-—pass
campaigns and protests of all kinds,

The conditions for armed struggle came into being for three
primary reasonsi

(1) The coming to power in 1948 of the Afrilkamaner
Mational Party, the creator of Apartheid and the
most vicious exponent of a tyrannical racial
order,

(ii) The shift in the balance of foroes in Afrioca
resulting from the defeat of imperialism and
the abandonment of colonial rale after World
War II marked among other things by the
formation of the OAU, which gave a universal
shape and ideology to the strivings of African
~aoples for self-determination, the right to
secede from imperial constellations, and the
achievement of sovereign powers of government.
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(iii} The changn:in the balance of world forces,
resulting from the defeat .of racism and
fasoism in Hitler Germany, all of whish
were deeply entretiched in our own country.
Without the ungualified amd generous support
of Africa, the non-aligned and socialist
countries, we ‘together with other liberation
movements would not-have been able t6 cobtain
the military training and receive armaments .
required for an armed struggle,

These were the underlying struotural reasons for the decision.
to take up arms, But the immediate ooocasion was the ban: impdsed
upon our organisations That prohibition closed the door to all
poasibilities of political action within the structure, If we
as a nation we were to survive, we had no option but to take:
up arms against the enemy,

9. South Africa's Total Strategy.

The Apartheid regime's white paper on Defence fnf_1gTT was
prepared when Botha, the present Prime Minister was the Minister
of Defence and therefore #irectly responsible for its policy. The
White Paper declared that "South Africa was today involved in a
war, whether we wish to accept it or not". The liberation of
Mozambique and Angola, SWAPO's armed struggle in Nemibia, the
Soweto uprisings and the unfolding of the armed struggle by

the military wing of the African National Congress (South
Africa) — all these constituted a méunting threat to the
Republic of South Africa, "It was a situation that domanded the
adoption of "Total National Strategy" in all fields - military,
psyohological, technological, diplomatic, ideologicdl and
cultural, A primary cbjective is to prevent through Western
diplomatic action, the build-up of Marxist influence in
neighbouring states, Thoe defence foroce would be maintained in a
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gtate of alertness for the immediate support £f police actior
within the country and in neighbouring states.

The Pretoria regime's conception of total strategy involves

an enormous incrcase in tlie expenditure of the armed forces,
the defence budget, which. inereased fourfold between.1961-65,
trebled in 1974-75 and scared to R1T00 million in 1977=T78. In
1979-80 nearly R2000 million went to the army., This incrcased .
army spending is one symptom of the country's militarization,
It was no accident that Piet "Weapons™ Botha, the former Minister
of Defence became Prime Ministere. Some of the most significant
political statements ceme from Magmis Malan, tho Army
Commander in Chief. The military is extending its grip.on. e
country by placing army men in teaching posts in;a:chnals and
colleges througkout rural areas and in Sowcto. The top of the
military structure is the State Security Council which inoludes
politicians, military and police chiefs. '

No section of the population is spared, Bantustan tribal chiefs
are incorporated into the army territorial command. The so—called
"military aid" is being forced on ﬂy& Bﬁn‘lmﬁ‘ﬁ'ans. The Capa cﬁr:;r of
Coloureds units have been expanded as part of the pormanent foroe.
Indians are being draftcd in the South African Indian {}pr;-m,
Ovambo and Kovango bottalions have been launched in Ih.tﬁih:i.a..
African soldiers oonstitute more than 20%,of the infantry
services in the operational areas, both as f::mnba'i; units and in
non-combat roles,. but can rise no higher than the rank of
gergeant = maja'.-:ﬂ:'. Even the Khoisan, described in official army
publications as "primitive Bushmen® are called upon to use their
"one great skill" as trackers in the Caprivi Strip and along the
border with Angola.
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Members of the civilian force and commandoes are being used

in combat operations for three months, a tirme bevond their
compulsory period of service whioh is two years, The permanent
force is being a:pamﬂﬂd:;TEéy‘ﬁuﬁbar nearly one=third af tha
total foroe, It will increase its codes of Coloureds and Indians
units and step up the recruiting of Africans, The regime
contends that South Africa is in a state of undeclared war and by
amendments in 1977 of the Defemce Aot it extended its war time
powers to cover existing conditions dﬂfinaﬂ as "operations in.
defence of the republio”, _.e legislation increased the périod
of compulsory National Service from 12 months to 24 munfhﬂ,
authorised the Prime Ministor to declare a state of emergonoy
arising out of the guerilla war, '

Inspite of the UN Security Council arms embargo South Africa
contimes to import sophisticated waépanr# from Brit&in1 Frannaj
U.S.Ae, West Germany, Israel and other Western countries and is
able to produce an.atnmia bomb, It huﬂ a pilot ruclear plant of
advanced tanhnnlnginal design, because of teohnical aid, machines
and material supplied by France, FeR.G. and the U,S.A. -

As widespread barinings and deténtions grow, the United Nations
Seourity Council adopted a resolution in October 19?? imposing

an embargo on arms sales to Pretoria, The Haatern pﬂwarﬂ vetoed
ancther resolution plaalng thargu on muclear and the Eupply of
civilian goodas of pﬂtent1a1 military use to South Afrlna. In
December, the General Assembly passed 14 resolutions cnnd.enuung
Apartheid and calling for sweoeping mllltary'and economio sanotions,

Nevertheless South Africa has in recent months exploded a nuclear
device,

In torms of the United Nations resolutions and by goneral
concensus of the progressive world, white South Africa stands
condemned of being an illegitimate minority racist rocgime whose
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armed forces have grown into a monstrous octopus spreading its
tentacles over the whole of Southérn Africa’ suarelurjg the
sconomies to feed itself, mdbilizlng white yuuth, and now even
blacks to risk the;r'lives in the defence nf white privilege
and domination,-

The political mask of Apartheid South African’ tutal utrategy
purports to be aimed at w1nning—“haartﬂ and minds ﬂf the

people", intluding the Blacks who as we hava seon are already

an important part of the %h%ﬁ:-armea and coeroive apparatuﬂ.
Having robbed Africans of “# natural b;rthrzgﬁt the rlght

to national self-determination and citizenship in their own
ancestral land the regime now seeks to recruit them to fight

in protection of White man's life and property. Since African
Nationalism, the conception of one, single, all embracing nation
is diametrically opposed to the Pretoria schemes of perpetual
subordination’ of Blacks, an attﬂmpt bas been made to substitute
tribal natiunalism. Africans muat not be allowed to think of
themselves ' as Africans, or as Blacks, Thﬂy‘are given an identity
of ethnic communities, Xhosas, Tswanas, Zulus, Vherdas, Shang&anﬂ,
Swazis, Pedis, Sothos, or Coloureds and Indians. This device is
incorporated in the “ﬂhﬁ Total Efr&tegﬁ" under the pfojected
three=tier parliament - Hhitaﬂ, Coloureds and Indians - which
applies the familiar divide and rulb aystem¢ The aim is to split
the Colouréd and” Indian pauplas from the Afrlnams. This is the
essence of Botha's’ pmapnaal to call ihe multidraﬂial Convention
which is a var1atlan of o scheme put up by his prodecessor Vorster

in 19’77 .

In the latest version of this proposal, P.W. Botha said on March
9ths 1980, that the conference would inolude representatives of all
races, Unlike the earlier proposal, the fﬂﬁima now intend to
include Africans in any multi-racial Comventien called ‘to discuss
their position and that of a cnﬁntry as a Hhéle; Tha reason fmr
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this deoision according to Botha is the victory of President
Mugabe's ZANU(P.F.) in the recent elections and its effects on
South Africa..

Botha has not changed his stubborn and unqualified rejection of
democratio solutiems, On the contrary, he undertook on March 9th
to maintain ‘hite domination., His party he said would "defend
the White man's political rights, oulture and his right to
self-determination", One of Botha'ls predecessors, Hans Strydom
called such a poliey, the "policy of baaskap",

This being so, what purpose oould be solved by calling the
Bantustan chiefs and other so—called spokesmen of the Black
oppressed majority? The fascist regime in.this and all other
matters is interested only to saleguard the interests of its
constituents who are firsti 'Emﬂ. foremost the Afrikaans spealdng
Whites and secordly the White minority as a whole, The purpose
of the prapased. -::nnference ig to involve the Black paupla in the
total atrategy for the dafenna of White mincr:.'l::f intereats.

We the mation of the oppressed, the exploited source of profit
acowmlation, the victims of discrimination:in ghettoes, la:'hnur
compourds , slums are being called upon “l_.'.nhdaf'enrl the oppressor.
We are being called upon to put our stamp of approval on the
policy kmown as Apartheid which the international community |
condemns as a orime against humanity., In this case we want to
refer to what lelson Mandela wrote in 1953 urder the very
appropriate title: "The Shifting Sands of Illusion". |

Here is what this great patriot said: "Talk of demcoratic
and constitutional means (of struggle) can only
have a basis in reality for those people who
enjoy democratic and constitutionmal rights,
We-must accept the fact that in our country
we cannot win one single victory of political
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freedom without overcoming a desparate
resistance on the part of the goverrment,
and that victory will not come of itself
but only as a result of a bitter struggle
by the oppressed people for the overthrow
of racial disorimination sessssssscssssss
o organisation whose intercsts are
identical with those of the toiling
masses will advocate conciliation to win
ites demands ,... The only sure road to
(the) goal (of freedem) leads through
the uwncompromising and determined mass
gtruggle for the overthrow of fascism
and the establishment of demccratio

formz of government".

10, The constellation of Southern African States,.

The multiracial cunfﬂ;enﬂe is to be a preparation for a
"Oonstellation of Southern African States". The regime wants to
link up with.“uther states" meaning thereby not only Lesotho,
Swaziland, Botswana, Zambia, Mozambique, Angola, Zaire but abso
domestic Bantustans, Transkei, Vhenda, Bophuthatswana, Lebowa,
Kwa~Zulu eto, One obvious purpose of such a constellation is to
surround South Africa with PeBS! states linked %o the regime by
military, political and economic ties which will take the place

of old buffer states represented by Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe
so long as they were under Portuguese and British oolonial rule,
I+ is prooisely because of their liberation and the liberation of
Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland that this multi—racial conference
is being put forward. Previous attempts to lure independent states
into the Apartheid trap failed because of the deep seated
resentment of Africans everywhere to the vicious system of racial

diserimination, national oppression and economic exploitation that

ees/19



19.

constitute Apartheid. It is necessary for the regime to

combat and dyssipate this resentment while at the same time it
sceks to hang on to preserve the &ﬁhatanbe of White power by
means of bogus multi-racialism and the so-ocalled removal of
petty-apartheids These are devices intended to deceive the world
at large and Africa in particular into thinking that Apartheid
has been dismantleds Infact a mask is being fitted to hide its
truec nmature from the world, Undoubtedly the removal of certain
types of discrimination and the grant of certain kind of rights
such as the 99 year leases offered to Blacks in Black townships,
the promise of improving facilitics for trado, the narrowing

of the jap in the salaries between Black and White professional
men and women such as doctors and teachers are intendod to
conoilliate the middle olass and win their support, levertheless
this middle—olass will not be satisfied with any arrangement
which leaves it exposcd %o arbitrary debentions, and banning
orders, or prosecution for political offences, or other measures
denying them the J:':i.gh“h:'l:n:r participate in decision making at all
levels, and a.;'ﬁ equal terms with the White minority. Theréfﬂxfﬂ
we consider ‘I.:haf no concessions can be worthwhile or acceptable
to our people provided they go the whole way of giving us full
political powers

11. Economic_penetration.

The multi~racial conference is the political dimension of the
so-called constollation strategy of whioh much nas been said in
recent years. In the last 30 years the South ﬂfrican_ﬂcnﬁumy has
grown enormously, Egcﬂndlﬁ it has been dominated to an increasing
extent hy-hig-buainﬁés. Thirdly multi-national corperations have
increased their share of their invaatmentﬁ_iﬁ South Africa.
Fourthly the extra—ordinary increase in gold price has provided
South Africa with a huge surplus estimated to yielf R1600C
million to the state in 1979-80,
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The economic devalapment through the concentration af wealth in
the hands uf thﬂ whlta mlnﬂr1ty, has resulted in massive
unamplnymant amung Afriﬂans, generally assumed to be of the order
of two million PﬁﬂPlli The rural areas have become poorer and
offer only the prospect of pormanent unemployment, Thé aim of the
raciat total strategy is to expel the unemplujed tu.the.}ér&l
arcas and to settle them in the Bantﬁﬂtamﬁ with the cost of
maintaining themselves and their dependences

This is the familiar result of the colonial monopoly of wealths
Polarization with pgreat wealth at one end of the scale and
extreme pdvufty at the other end. South Africa contemplates a
growth rate of 5% in the present ycar, a rate which is far beyond
the capacity af the big capitalist economies, To maintain the
momentum of EGGHﬂMlG expansion at that level, Snuth Afrlca st
find an owtlet for its sturplus capital and its manufaatured
goods, Thg constellation is to provide ;ugh nu%lut_:n the form
of a huge common markut'ﬂuminatndihy'ﬂuuth Africa's industrial
might and financed by  intermational Hbstcrn.ugﬂnmies which are
themselves partners in the profits of aparthcid, |

12. Political mobilization.

L R L

movement, was a major change of policy after 50 years nf reliance
on political pressurc an” non-violent forms of sirugrle. The
decision took into account the nccessity to céﬁhinﬂ the armed
struggle with 311' forms of political struggles. The Sowcto
uprising, thuugh one of the most dramatic episcdos iin our
confrontation with the enemy serves as a claEEiﬂ “axample of
what we mean by pulitiﬂal mnbilisutlon.

The fundamental principle of our strasegy has been that military
operation should be surbordinate to our political and industrial
campaigns, In principle the two types of action should go hand

in hand, the one serving the other, but always with the cmphasis
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on political education which would create the setting for our
armed struggle in a close and contimicus interaction with the
people.

It is ocur constant endeavour to establish internal bases for our
political and military campaigns and consequently to diminish
dependence on our external allies within Pretoria's proclaimed
sone of military surveillance. In effect this zone embraces
South African neighbours which share a common border with one

countrys

It is our understanding that the Frontline Statcs on their own
account and as ﬁﬂﬁberﬂ of the CAU hawve ungrudgingly accepted
gnormous sacrifices in support of the liberation mevement
throughout this region. Just as Mozambique and Angola relied on
the resources of Fromtline States in the region, so they in turn
have provided assistance to curselves and to the liberation armies
of Zimbabwo and.ﬁhm@hia. Secn in its -historical perspective
therefore, the war against white racism has been an ongoing
struggle throughout the entire sub—continent., The conflict. has
shifted from one country to another and from one area to another
within each country, Inspite uf_qatiunal differences between the
armies of liberation as also betwecen the forces of oppression, it
is historically, pnlifically, and strategically correct to see us
all as being engaged in tha.single struggle against a common cnemy.
That cnemy is imperialism and its offshoots of colonialism, racism
and fasciam,

Therefore the struggle will and must contimie until the entire
sub—continent has been liberated, This concept is in striet accord.
with the basic principles of OAU's poliocy towards national
liberation in the sub—continent. A principle which has becn,
repeatedly Btated in regolutions adopted by the 04U since its
inception. It is one qtruhglu againgt the common enemy who has
dominated a great part of ocur continent. By means of hard and
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tenacious -fighting involving enormous sacrifices, destruction

of life and property, the peoples armies have stormed and taken
position of one bastion after another of white supremacys There -
remains one citadely one fortress in South Africa and Namibia,
That is -thn last stronghold which we are determined to- ccoupy
in pursuit of our historie mission which:is to bring about the
complete liberation of Africa from the last remnants of
colonialism, fascism and racism,

Precisely for this reasc an® che enormous concentration of
industrial power capital a.d arms force in the South African
ocomplex, the final round of the struggle will require immense
resources, on our part and from all peoples which have declared
themselves againat the evil system of apartheid, International
solidarity for our cause has reached unprecedented heights, as
can be seen in the decision tmken by the Ceneral Assembly of
the United latioms to recognise SWAPO as the sole legitimate
representative .of the people of Mamibia, In so'deing, the UN
expliai‘b considers that SWAPO and the people are waging a
legitimate struggle for libeoration against the racist regime in
Pretoria, That regime is also our enemy. There can be no
distinotion in essence between the liberation war in-Mamibia and
ouwr liberation war in South Africa, The same power, the same
goverrment, the same constellation of forces, the same illegal
use of violence ary being against us as againat the peonle of
Namibia, -

The enemy is formidable but it is not invinecible, There is
irrefutable evidence that in proportion to advances made by our
political and military campaigns, the enemy is compelled to
adopt defonsive strategies which are having the imhediate effect
of raising enormously the level of fire and coeroive measures,
The ensmy seeks to-the same oxtent to sustain the political,
woonomioy sccial and moral basis of his regime. Like any
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wounded beast of prey, the enemy is vicious and capable of
infliotine injury and destruction on those within his reach. This
is no reason, however, for abandoning the struggle against the
beast of prey, he has to be destroyed if we are to safeguard the
lives and interests of our people and of the people in the
neighbouring states,

Those countries which border Socuth Africa and whioch have generously
with great oost provided us with shelter and technical aid hawe a
germine and honourable olaim upon the rest of Africa and the world
at large for assistances In the inaugural conferemnce of the OAU,
Comrade Ben Bella, then spokesman for Algeria, told the assembled
delegates that "we rust all be prepared to die a little for the
liberation of Africa", He meant in saying these memorable words
that the cause of the people is the cause for the whole Africa and
that geographiocal distance should not be a reason for shouldering
of %hghara of the responsibility as rest upon the shoulders of
those beocause of geographical proximity are required to bear

the burden of aiding us in ocur struggle. An equal sharing of the
burden means that at the very least the financial costs of
erecting safeguards against the racist forces should be shared by
all the members of the OAU,

We have reached the stage where we are able to think in terms of
planning a final assault, This might not come about in the
immediate future. But it will be a contimious campaign ending in
victory. We loock forward to a political upheaval of such dimensiona
as to overwhelm the enemy and render his massive arsenals of
armaments ineffective against the whole nation backed by Africa and
international community. We cannot foresee the form that this last
round of confliot will assume, We do lmew however that we must
gtrain every nerve, utilize every rescurce, and employ the maximum
amournt of force available to succeed against our enemy which has
enormous wealth and support ¢f the imperialist world., For these
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reasons, we look forward with confidence to maximum support,
foom our African allies and from progressive mankind
everywhere, for the use in our struggle of all available
means at our disposal, inoluding armed struggle, as the only
viable strategy for the liberation of South Afrioca,

NATICHNAL TXECUTIVE CCil.IVIE,
AFRICAN HATIOHAL CCHGRESS (S8.4.)

24th MARSH 1980, .
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
(soutH Armica)
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