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Every community rests on several-socio-political valuesand norms. -,
Historical experience and its existential problems are also related
1 to the above in forming the identity of each commimity. It is to -
" these exlntEntial problems that we must turn to, to see the rule
that leadership plays. : %

Never before wagileadership training so vital and indespensable
for the Black Struggle in South Africa. Leadership, most people
vill agree, is an innerent quality. The' B,P.C. acknowledges this
-indisputable. fact. Waat the B.P.C. actually wants to do is harnass
and develop lateat leadership qualities and direct them to the

liberation struggle.

In other parts nf the world the upsurge of Naticnalism has resulted
intthe removing of the shackles of colonialism and oppression. -
China is a.striking example of how dynamic leadership And determ-

" ination of the pecple saw them through their revolution. Algerin -
tnn showed how, through the determination of the Algerians, the
attempt of therFranch to subdue that country was succesfully
resisted, In both cases it was evident, that there was an overt

. attempt to introduce foreign cultural norms, in an effurt to break

- down, s::-i:l.d tra.ditinna,l cultural structures. : :

The challenge faced by both thesa cnunt:ies. in as Par as experieﬁ:a
of the oppressive hand fofzthe coloniser goes, are in some way
similar to ours. But cur commimity is beset by other problems, l'
Problems such as the disintergration of our community into several
ethnic groups, who are made to see themselvea as nacessarlly
different from éach other.' And the overwhelming feeling of
inferiari:y and mass insecurity as a result of the succesful
propaganda campaign maintained by the rabid Vorster regime and the
veight of oppressive laws directed against the Black Community.
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It is the responsibility of ?..F;c;aw'“é&ﬁﬁféﬁ&f“fmmimmw
gratlnh annwematiatiun by harn5551ng and develuplng latent -

1eadership qualities, and directing them tawards the Liberatlnn
Striggle. Also, to discover patentlal_leaders at all levels of

the Black Community and provide them with rudimentary guidelines

and opportunieg for practical experience.

To be a leader of any relevant andmmeaningful group,is; but to

put your head on the block ofor the racist regime to chop off. =
This appears to be the new trend the racist goyérament is deploying
vith some degree of effectiveness. Since the banniﬁg of the Pan
African Congress, and the African National Congress, the Black
people displaying leadership qualities, and directing these
qualities towards the overthrow of racism have been banned.’

It is also for the sake of filling in tha gaps caused through

the bannings of leaders that Leadership Training courses- are of
vital importance, B,P.C. in providing this training does. not do
so within the confines of the organisation, but includes the
‘entire leadership in the 'Black Community. The demise of political
crganisations in the'fé0s gave birth to bogus "leadership™
emerging, and directing the course away from the struggle, and

i

The B.P.C. wants to en ugﬁpthat;avéhuifwkhe=racisi government

bans it, there will stji1mbE"E“Ieaﬂﬁrship“upfﬁﬁﬂihg'the gospel

of Black Consciousness to the entire Black Community. Even if no
furtheér political organisation is forwarded thereafter, the fact
there is ample leadership will ensure the perpetuating of Black
Consciousness and the continued rejection of racism and the

~ building @p of a powerful front of the people to oppose the

faséist systeﬁ. Real uultural bodies with a leadership with
direction, could then eas;ly provide the alternative tnra.pulitical
organisatione.

Leadership Training has the effects of discovering potential:
leaders, making hesitant ones realise their potential and accept
the challenge. Irnn::ally,"the bannlng of one leader,,aeems ta
create ten nev and more radical ones to take their placE. ' '
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Surely in a population of about 30 million Blacks, the white
minority regime cannot obliterate an entire leadership, even

for lack of manpower. Above all, our population at any given

time has a leadership poteantial of over half a million. And our

~ population is indeed growinge. By the time.half a million Blacks are
on the banning 1ists of the Ministry of Injustice, We have

no doubt Blacks vill be on the verge of freedom.

N.C. Manganyi observes that "the effective control of Black
political initiatives since the early sixties has meant that
Blacks relinquish any community orientation objectives. This
destruction of community feeiing was achieved by means of a
number of well studied_Strétegias. One of these has been the s#i
stifling of effective and articulate populat’ leadership. What
became Of this effOrtSeesess¥as an individualism more malignant
than that found within wvhite elitist capitalist sncleties. The
rise .of the individualistic and materdialistic.ethnic is sam&thing
which is ESEEﬂLlally alien“, to what he call "being=black-in-the-
vorld. The Call for Black Consciousness and solidarity must be
\considered a medium for the creative development of individual

and community dignity."

Elack Consciousness as undersuuud to mean that peculiar awareness
of our Blackness as cunﬁtltuting something pusitlv& and distinct,
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that group feeling hr_nglng~tegathﬁr‘fE:Faisaﬁ taged Blacks
and moulding their p :hnlugical Ainhibitions"of inferiurity and

wishing to be as white as pussihlat 1ntuqafdynam1= Black force;

,,,,,

cturing of the value systeT. e

It is the specific role nf'thé'lead&rs to build up our salidhritr '
to inculcate that Peeling of pride in our Blackness. The main
rallying point DE our Nationalism is our common experience nf
oppression. The 1nd4vidua1ism that is growing at the moment
thrEa*ens to undermine not ﬂnly our group identity, but also
211 the efforts that are be1ng made to . build our snlldarltr. This
is of course one of the oppresscrs devices to dampen the spirit
of Naticnalism,
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Leadership viewed against the background of thesa existential
problems have certain moral and ethical r&spuns:.b:.lities. It is
the taskx of leadership to reinfhsa the communal. Eﬂelﬁ.n'g ali:ongst
us., To check the rapid advancing of indiviaiism, in’ asaencfe a
wvestern behavioural pattern. Le dmhip must ”artim&ta‘* tha aspi=-
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