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Recent discussions in Johonnesburg with block leaders hove prompted this
report on the situation.

L. The suggestion of o federation of enlarged “homeland™ type ilates, with
full rights for all within different 1ecliom of o divided Soulh Africa, supported
by Americon dollors, is totally rejecred. With the exceplion of some blocks in
the structuwe of the aportheid yystem of Homelandy and Lrbon Bontu Councils,
there iy nd wppod ! whalwoever for o divided couniry.

2. Requeshs for 5. A. blacks 1o wpell out their policy in sleps which Pretoria
could occept have only one answer, Pretoria must talk 1o the real leadern of
the black people. There it no olternative.

Any allempls 1o discuss any sleps with onybody elie lor any alternative solution
is metl with tolal and unequivocal rejection. The realities of politics demand that
any movements lowaids change or plom for the future con only be discunied with
Mehon Mondela, Oliver Tombo, Rober! Sobukwe, Steve Biko, and their col -

leogues on Robben hlond, in detention, under banning ordery, in eiile, or tem-
potary [reedom.

Prevsur e wpon Prelodia muil ba 1o produce swch discumions: other matters con only
be ochieved there.

Convenations with Homelond leadery from Motonzima to Buthelezi ore irrelevont
talki within oportheid wnles they lesad to swech discuisions with the real leoden.

Mo other proposah ore seviows.

i The motter must be comidered in the light of the real situation in South
Alrica. _

Most whites have on unweal view of offoirs — whether they be South African
politicians, indutrialish, or churchman, or overseas diplomats, visilons, or
mambars of tha press corps. It s this ignoronce of the octual pressures ond
fealings in South Africa thot is most oppalling to those of us in C. 1.

Mony well meaning liberal whites tolk of chonge in terms of o recsonobleness,
encowroging Prelorio to eose the burden on blacks, occelerate ity chonge of
policy in o conivolled manner to avoid creating o disruption of the economy,
ond proceeding yeor by yeor towords majority rule. Such paople, ofter discus-
sion with Government offlicials or the lsoden of commerce or the church, be-
lieve they mut give Government o1 much support o3 pouible lest the Commun-
ih wir up the under-developed blocks yet further. Such resirictions os conlinue

bo exist, they soy, ore neceusory for peoceful chonge to be continued. This ks
o lohe view.
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The rql view ot exprevied ond lnperuem::d by blacks is that for 25 year: an op-
pflu-wi wor haos been woged on blocks by the white regime. Ten miles from the
prosperity ond peoce of the l-w'hpn board rooms and clubs of Johonnesburg, the
people of Soweto have a conilant personal oworeness of the brutality 1o which
they are subjected by the syilem which woges war vpon them.

Every family sulffers comstantly under the official laws of the country.

Meorly every fomily has hod someone killed, or knows someone killed, by the
security forces enforcing opartheid,

Mearly every family hos perional knowledge of people who have been tortured.
E'ﬂ'rr family hos members out of work with no prowpect of getting a job.

Few families own their own home,

Few fomilies hove eicoped imprivonment or fines under the Pois Lows,

Mo fomily hos any expeciation of security in ity old oge.

Mo family hos occen to o tingle voice in Parliament,

Mo fomily enjoys e rights of o typical family in America or Eu-r-u-pl' .

Twenty million black South Africans live every day under more acute personal
wor pireisures thon any Americon knew during the time of Vietnam: and they ore
mot interesled in ways to moke the war load lighter, they want to end the war:
thus they insist that the only way 1o end this war is by lalking to their leaders.

If the Weit wisthes 1o concern ihell with the morality of human rights in Azania,
of 1o protect ity investment, of 1o oblain minerals, it must relinguish it under-
stondoble but fale imprewion that the power with which it must come 1o terms
is represented by wave '-rlll-q..pd:qn well-suited gentlemen in Washinglon or
Pretorio. The real power is represented by o man with broken nails stitching post-
bogs ond corrying quorry stones on Robben hlond; by o girl infeiled with lice
being kicked by o white police officer’s bogh during 4 months solitory confine-
ment; by o boy unoble to be released from prison because his foce is 30 heavily
morked; by those who tell stories of corpies secretly buried; by the experience
of o mouive oppremive syitem which dominates your life and sweals money out
of you with the support'of Britain and America. These sound emational words:

to 20 million blocks they ore simply the focts of life, which con only be dealt
with by thair real leaders.

South Africon blocks con no longer be fooled by gestures which purport to change
the system but in foct perpetuate it, whilit they wolch another generation of their
leaders ond the hopes they represent languish in jail.

4. What sort of demands would be made by block leaden ot yuch a Conference ?

4.1  ‘Wholever the demonds, they are factors that must be foced and resclved,

ond neither peoce nor prowperity can entue until such a Conference hos
token ploce.

4.2  The feor of block demands hos been corefully nurtured by the while
Government ond beors little relationship 1o the good sense of blocks.
Talk of deiving the whites into the sea; of wholewle masscres; of o

reversed rocism; of onother Idi Amin, is white emotional election-
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mongering: it does not come from South African blocks,

South Africon blocks ore o hard-heoded bunch of realisties who have no
wish to repegt the mistokes of either the colonialists or the first genera-
tion of block states to the north, and no intention of being dominated by
either West or Eost. lnevitably, there will bé some initial perional bock-
lash ogainst whites: but none of the plom or proposals that have been dis-
cuived even comider o South Africa without whiltes playing a full and
resportible port o3 citizems of Azonia. White fears are derived from white
guill, not blbck threats, and will be lost in the fl,!-u“l‘l'.r of forming a new
country — ot they have been elhiewhere. It is from this black conviction
that the question of minority prolection con be comidered.

4.3 A progromme for @ new Azania cannol be spelt cut until the black leaders
are permitted to meet. Guorantees can only be decided by them. Quite
rightly, Steve Biko refuies to be invelved in such discumiionm until Mandela
ond Sobuk we can be there. Mo one will discuss detailed programmes until
the leading thinkers, the men most oble to devign weh policies, are oble
to moke their contribution logether,

5. A Ninal vital comideration thould be mentioned.,

It is well known that the approach to life in Woshinglon or London is not the wame
ai it is in the Kiemlin, nor in Kenya, Luswokq, or Dor-es-5aloom.

The South African block, under his long opprewion, iy developing a new piychalo-
tical ond weiclogical approach to life which is different from all the rest, This
emerging life style is wummed up in wuch phroves as Black Comciouinens, Black
Communalism, and Block Theology, ond the block leaders of South Africa know
that what they have here is of infinite worth, They would not trode the new life
being born for what already exists in the States, or Europe, or the rest of Africa.

Maost people feel it in their blood: the intelligensia are seeking to understand it,

wpell it out, and formulate it into a political wystem. They will not trode it for
dollon.

6. If the West can find the political sogacity, moral couwrage, and finoncial
acumen o moke the relecie of block leaders the crux of ils communications with
Pretoria it will earn respect from Block South Africa ond the friendship of Azania.
Mo one denies it will be difficult, that sacrifices will be called for, and the
struggle will be hord: thot hoppens in every war, ond it hoppers in the wor being
woged ogaint South Africon blocks here and now. We are willing to toke it.

7. There is total conviction that the struggle for liberation will be won,
whether the West ossists or not. Those who live neor the pain ond the hunger and
the killing know that in the long run they will win without Americo ond the West,
if necessary.

The West hos great material resources bul needs our minerals, our political support,

ond our theologicol and sociological insights,

There would be great delight if the mutual interests of both peoples could be served
by the leoders of Americq insisting that they deal with all the leadens of Azonia.



