PP /JM 11th January, 1973,

Memorandum to the Shlebusch Commission of Enqulry Into Certain Organisations on
the paper presented to the NUSAS seminar at Botha's HI11 by Jonty Driver -
by Paul Pretorius

It must be stre:sed Initially that most of the comment included In this memorandum
'I's my own personal viewpoint.

| have plcked out several points in the paper and commented briefly on these but
| would nevertheless make one general comment. That Is that many of the terms
and phrases used In Driver's paper may be misleading because thelr meaning and
connotations might well have been vastly different in student circles in 196k to
what the same terms and phrases might mean today.

Bearing this In mind | have the following comments to make.

When Driver terms NUSAS non-communist | believe that he Is not being quite accurate.
He is quite correct when he says that NUSAS does mrot have any form of communist
ideology, or any ldealogy for that matter, and that it Is not controlied by
commmists. The point to note about communists belng members however Is that NUSAS
is a completely open organization and would not prevent anyone from participating in
its activities provided that such member complied with the comstitution of the
organisation and with the law. This does not prevent the organization from opposing
authoritarian government policies, be they nationalist, communist or any other.

For Iinstance a national party supporter could be a member of WUSAS, but the organi-
'satlon could still oppose National Party pelicy. The word anti mht has been
distorted by National Party propaganda and | think it is for this reason that
Drivar preferred to use the word non-communist. According to my Interpretation of
the reference by Driver, it can In no way be daduced that NUSAS is in any way In
league with or contralled by communists,

| disagree with Driver when he uses the term Liberation Movement in the way he does.
To w= the term refers to those organizations and people who have chosen to use force
and viclence to cverthrow the South African covernment, normally from outside the
country's borders. 1t would certalaly mnot refer te any arganization working openly
in South Africa for peaceful and leqsl chancge.

Privar's sue of the term revolution may have some academic werit but It seems that
his cholce of a word does have unfortunate connotations which would arise by people
using a restrictive Interpratation of the word , 1.e, viclent overthrow of the state.
This however Is a matter of semantics and 1 f people wish to twist the real meaning
of the word used Tn its proper context there is very little one can do about that.
Suffice It to say that NUSAS is a legal organization working for peaceful changes

in South Africa.



2) Martin Legassik's propositions

The views of Legessik as stated from pages 2 to 5 of the paper by Drivar are all

based on a particular view of what a student wnlon should be. He sees as the prime
alm of a student union the pollitical ilberation of a country according to his partl-
cular point of view. | disagree fundamentally with his view of what a student union's
prime functlon is. Thls function must alw2ys be determined by the pollicy-making
bodies of the union In the llght of student views and asplirations. The union should
actively provide for a multltude of these views and asplrations on a varlety of
levels,

When Legassik talks of KUSAS helng schlzophrenic, he Is referring to an Issue that

pe longer exists In MUSAS. That Is the attempts of the organisation to represent

the aspirations of black students and the black population of the country. Now with
the breakaway of SASO and the greater majority of black students from NUSAS the
question Is an ecademlc one only, NUSAS does not claim to represent black aspirations
and whether It can or not Is thus not relevant any longer.

My personal view on the matter Is that while it remains Impossible for NUSAS to
become a part of the llberation movement as defined by Legassik and Driver, even If
this were possible, | could never support an elitist group of white South African
students who are pert of a privlleped group trylng to 'llberate' snother group on
behalf of the latter. It Is my conviction that true freedom can only be attained
for an oppressed group by the very group that |s oppressed,

As | have sald above, | am clearly opposed to Legasslk's three fundawentals for a
student movement In South Africa. He sees as the task for a student movement In
South Africa a pelltical llberation according to a single ldeclogy. My reasons
or oppesing his viewpolint are stated above,

Legassik Is belng overdramatic and purely nonsensical when he says that the student
movement might have to move Its base outslde South Africa, Even |f a movement of
the type he envisages could exist it could never retaln support without a continued
and open presence within the country.

2) Magnus Gunther's propositions

When Magnus Gunther says that any role of the Natlenal Union must be determined by
Internal priorities and not by a deslire to cultlvate International ecceptance and
support | agree with him. | do believe however in International contact between
students as belng an important function of the Matlional Unlon.

i) ... | agree
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| agree too with Gunther when he says that the following are some of the roles that

NUSAS does play (whlle not necessarily being the prime reason for the existence of

the organization):

- that it Is a vehicle of protest against the government

- that It Is a source of public educatlion and publlic encouragement in the defence of
fundamental freedoms and demccracy

- that it has been 2 practlical and everyday experience In nenrzclallism,

It Is not the role of NUSAS howaver to bridge the gap between the verious forces In
the liberation movement (whatever that meay mean) nor do | agree that It Is thes most
effective source for the training of leaders In this country.

| do agree however that one of the major functlons of NUSAS and indeed any student
organisation Is to equip those who pass through it with skills and abillitles In
various fields and on & number of levels.

Thet NUSAS should actively seek to have Itself banned Is 2 prepostercus suggsstion,
and | agree with Gunther Insofar as he rejects this suggestion,

| am opposed to the transformation of NUSAS Into an individual enrolment organisation
hm:mu | belleve that this would negate one of the basic principal functions of
NUSAS, I.e. to act as a student unfon, On a purely practical basis, however,
Imthr': objections to Individual enroiment as a basis for membership are largely
valid,

While | think that for NUSAS to become an underground overseas based organization
Is a flight of ridiculous fancy, his objections are In my opinion also valid.

| am In basic agreement with Driver when he describes NUSAS as a d&nﬁ:rlth: organl-
sation with 2 democratiec pollcy and decislion-making process.

| agree further with Driver's views expressed in relation to NUSAS adapting to new
sltuations and ensuring that as an organisation It progresses and changes ulth
the times,

NUSAS has changed somewhat since the time when Driver expressed his vlews: and l-llllll
the provision of skills and abllitles to student leaders who will later play some
role in soclety may remain an EFFECT of Involvement In the affairs of NUSAS; It ll
no longer the chief AIMN and FUNCTION of the organisation, \

When Driver says that one of the main roles of NUSAS Is the ‘unlty of the 1iberation
movement' | must disagree with him for reasons that | have outlined above. (
Danlel, a president of NUSAS In 1968, also expressed disagreement with Driver's,

views on thls point in a paper given to a seminar in April 1968). NUSAS fur

no longer distinguishes between public and private projects and all NUSAS p ‘_:k
recelve as much publicity as we are able to give them. | agree with Driver t .



that NUSAS should not attempt to make political capltal out of the good work It does
and the prlority Is obviously that the alms of the various programmes and projects
of NUSAS are fulfilled as best and as efficlently as possible.

My ratlonale for student services, 'welfare for students' differs from that of
Driver's In that In my opinion this Is one of the inherent tasks for any student
organisation that claims to serve students and not some sort of public relations
s tunt.

| agree with Driver's ratlonale for the education of white students 1f this Is to be
referred to only In a political context, as Drlver does. However, education for Its
own sake |s equally important in my opinlon,

One of the most valuable roles that NUSAS has performed In the past is the provision
of practicel experlence In son-racialism. This Is no longer the case as there are
now very few blacks actlve In the organisation. It Is stil] however an important
role of the arganisation to uphold thls Ideal wherever possible and remains one of
the cardinal principles of NUSAS.

| belleve that through publlc protest NUSAS fills a very Important functlon in South
Africa zlthough | do conceed that Its Immedliate effects are |imlted,

Ae far as International pressure against apartheld (mot against South Africa) Is
concerned, wherever thls Is legal and peaceful, | feel it Is Important to use thls
mothod to bring home to South Africans that apartheld will not be tolerated by
right thinking people throughout the world.

| do not fea! competent to comment on Driver's concluslon as to whether NUSAS
should have chanoed in 1964 or not as | am not fully aware of the circumstances
under which he was operating at the time, | can however comment on the quali fi-
cations Driver makes of hls senclusion (page 14 of the paper):

1) Thare 1s now no distinction between the private and public activities of HUSAS.

F} wWhether NUSAS is on the offensive or the defensive Is dictated largely by the
type of actlvity the organisation embarks upon and by the Immedlate clrcumstances
In which it finds Itself. This cennot he directed by the attltude adopted in
publlz statemants, that Driver suggests, for he 1s only suggesting another form
of defence.

3) | do not understand what exactly Driver means by the term radical,

LY | agree that NUSAS pollcy must continue to develop, but along the lines
dictated only by lfts students,

5) Agreed,

&) | personally agree with Driver's !nterpretation of the term mson-raclalism.

7) &

B8) These suggestions are not feaslble In NUSAS any longer.

The two points made by Driver on the page 15 headed conclusion are to my mind
largely valld,
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