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editorials
THOUGHTS ON A DEFECTCR

The defection to the Portuguese fascists of Kavandame, Frelimo adminji-
strative officer in Cabo Delgado, is a relatively unimportant loss as
the Frelimo leadership has correctly pointed out. Of course, the Portu-~
guﬂua,.raral§ presented with such opportunities, aroc playing up the im=-
portance of Ravandame as a military leader and as chief of the Makonde
"fribe. This is to be expected. Not so long ago the South African racis
regime blew up the idiotic "revelations" of an unknown ignoramus who
claimed to have been a membor of the ANC and claimed to know the "inner

"workings" of the ANC.

Nevertheless, defeotions of lesser or greater importance are haaaida
which face every revolutionary organisation particularly in the early

stages of armed struggle.

Guerrilla action usually commences with small numbers of lightly armed
men and it takes considerable confidence in history and in the eventual
role of the masses to feel with a certain amount of certainty that the
People's Army will be successful. The odds against success initially
appear very high indeed and the shake€yand uncertain amongst us may be
tempted to succumb to the enemy's bland ishmemt, But final victory is
certain to those who wage a determined and persistent revolutionary

struggle.

Such defections are treaocherous and inexcusable. Society develops and
advances in aocordance with social laws. History is on the side of pro-
gresss As has been correctly pointed out = in the final analysis it is
ideas and not weapons that decide the future. But the path of struggle
demands tremendous sacrifies and the road to vietory is watered by the
blood of herces. The faint=hearted traitor is but a coward - even he
cannot claim that the cause of the fascist-racist oppressors of his peo-

plo is just.

Revolutionary movements can to some extent guard against this hazard by
formulating correct theories and by revolutionary preotice. And where
defections do take place the worst damage can be avoided by always ad-
hering to the principles of security and discipline. 4 revolution can
only be undertaken and brought to fruition by revolutionaries. There is
no room for political dilettants or dogmatic followers of this or that
"revolutionary" line. While unity of the oppressed is a vital pre-re-
guisite of the struggle there is no room in it for thosc who must have
everything explained to themj who musi know what plans arce being formu-
latedy who must know what the leadership is doingj who must know the
taok of this or that = irrespective of whether it is a vital matter of
seourity or not. Such people often course confusion by their irresponsi-
ble actions and words and can ocdrtainly not be regarded as seriously

concerned Hith-.-....E/
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concerned with the struggle. It is obligatory for a revolutionary to

work in a disciplined and organised manner whatever his personal feele
ingse Only if‘'he finds his position intolerable and only if he can see
no hope of amending the situation is it premissible for the revolution-

ary to take an altogether separate path.

'As we go forward to conference it is incumbent upon .all of us to
appraise in detail the situation facing us, to ponder whether our pre-
sent organisational framework can adequately deal with that situation.

Above all it is incumbent upon all of us to seize the opportunity pre—
sented by conference to put forward constructive proposals and once de~-
cisions have been taken by the majority lct us all accept that in a
revolutionary struggle the needs of security will inevitably put certain
limitations on internal demooracy. This is vastly moro proforable than
having our tactics and strategy, our organisation and planning exposed
to the enemy by a cowardly defector. - :

THE SUMMIT

Leaders of Bast and Central African States are meeting in Lusaka to |
discuss wide ranging aspects concerning this particular area of the con=-
tinenty but of greater significance will be the situation in Southern
Afrioa where war of liberation is going on. -

The mere fact that African leaders agreed to meet at the doorstep of
fasoism itself is a sign of their commitment to Africa's total libera-

tion and to a better understanding of its problems.

A discordant voice sounded on the eve of the summit when Presidents
Banda of Malawi and Tsiranana of Malagasy met in Malawi where the Mala-
gasy Head of State is currently on a visite These two gentlemen made

it olear to Africa and the world that their intentions were to carry
further their reactionary +trends and activities which are to bring them
closer to the racist regimes in Southern Africas These men have taken
it upen themselves to be messangers of evil and spokesmen for the oppre-—

gssive regimes in the southern part of Afriocae.

For the people of Southern Africa hope lies with those leaders gathering
in Zambia's capital city to review their past work:and plan also fnr'tha
future Africa as a whole. And, indeed the hope of the people of Africa

is focussed on this summit meeting.

'Thi; meeting shows allight towards the unity aspired to by the people
of Africa. |



THErRESIGHQTIﬂH BY BGOTQR
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Almost 150 non-White doctors at Provinéial Hospitals in Natal Lhave
tendered their resignations, to be effeotive from May 1, 1969.
Suoh a mass resignation would,; without doubt, result in complete
chaos as far as Natal medical services are concerned. Those imme-
diately affected and hardest hit will be non-White patients who
attend the already limited facilities at the hospitalse.

On the face of it the dootors! motion appears callous and selfish;

it would appear that they have abandoned their calling in the pure
suit of higher salaries. But this is far from being tho case. On
the contrary, Black dooctors have exercised commendable restraint

and have been extremely patient despite the indignity they have
suffered at the hands of White authority. Black dootors undergo

the same period of training, write the same examinations, work the
same number of hours, carry the same responsibility and often in the
pame ward of a hospital as White doctors and yet receive only half
the salary. This is a glaring example of apartheid in aotion and
thoroughly exposes the racists' nonsense about maintaining "eivilised
standards". In other fields the White labour policy and Job Reserva-~
tion have prevented Whites and non-Whites being employed 1n.tha same
jobs 80 that discrimination is somewhat disguised.

!hrtaavaral'xaaru Black doctors have pleaded with White authority
to bring about wage paritye. Several carefully worded and well-docu-
mented memoranda have been drafted drawing attention to the wage
anomalye There have even been instances where inexperienced White
juniors receive higher salaries than their Black peers. These app-
eals have been ignored. On J or 4 occasions Black doctors have
gone on a "go-efficient™ campaign. A word of explanation. Readcrs
will, of course, not be surprised that the racists provide very
limited medical facilities for the Blaok majority. Hospital wards
are thus forever crowded with patients often sleeping under and
between beds. Siock children, often with infectious diseases, have
to share cots with 2 or 3 other children similarly afflioted. The
Outpatient Departments of these hospitale are always crowded. Thus
dootors have to work under tremendous pressure and at great speed
to see all the patients everyday. The first viotim of suoh a state
of affairs is efficiency as tho dootors are the first to admit.

The "go-efficient™ campaign means that the doctors give proper
attention to each patient they see (as happens in the excellent
White medical seotor)'irrespective of the large queues waiting to
be attendeds Thus hundreds of patients have to be turn?d away

;. BB ae o . : daily Hithﬂll‘b----/#
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daily without being seen by a dootor. Black doctors have gone on a
"go—effecient" campaign in support of the pay-claims on several ooca~
sionse Each time they have called off these campaigns after varying
periods of a few days to a couple of weeks on the humanitarian grounds
that while their quarrel is with White authority the immediate sufferer:
are the Black patients. These patients, unlike White patients, cannot
exercise any pressure on the racist authorities for, aside from being
voiceless and voteless in the land of their birth, any protéest on their
part would be brutally orushed. One can well imagine the haste with
whioh matt®¥® would be amended if White patients were at the receiving

endl}

The humanitarian .. concern of Black dooctorg is in sharp contrast to the
calous disregard for the Black sick exhibited by the authorities. The
most notorious instance was when Major Arthur, head of Natal Health
Services, told the doctors in July 1968 that they could do as thay
pleased because he did not care. As he put it, "it is their own people
who will suffer." This racist made it clear that he was not in the
least bit concerned about the welfare of Black people = even if they

were sick and sufferinge

Reocently, in February 1969,  the Blaok doctors went on another "goweffi-
cient" campaign which was only called off because they felt they had
drawn sufficient attention to their grievances and because they found
tho plight of their patients intolerable. Subsequently, their salaries
wero inoreased by 15% but at the same time White doctors were given in-
oreases so that the disparity in salaries oontinuese. Incensed by this
irisult to past injury and frustrated by the utter disregard of the
appeals and protest 150 dooctors have submitted their conditional resige

nation. This is the background. : -

The Natal Medical Association (a lergely White body) is in full sywmpath
with the demand of these doctorse So is the Dean of the Natal Medical

School, Professor Gordon. On the opposite extreme is the South African
Medioal Council which has refused to interven in the matter or even to

support the claims of the doctors. The racist regime is, in the mean=’
time, indulging in its usual bluster with threats of all sortis.

If the rcsignations become effective not only will there be chaos in th
hospital services but also a direct effect on the Natal Medioal School
for many doctors also lecture at the medical school. The outcome is un
predictable for the people, loft without medical care, may be moved to
expross their feolings in some waye. There is also the possibility that
the authorities may give ground or the dootors may withdraw their re-

geignationse
Nevertheless, byee lllli'j/
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- Nevertheless, by their action the doctors have once agaln exposed the
. naked racism of the apartheid state. There can be no uum;‘.u'umiaa with
| _it; it must be.destroyod and it will be dEH'bTDFEdl

e o= i

THE RISING TIDE OF VIOLENCE IN SOUTH ._gimc

hy thkndﬁahnmvu-

Tha Fa'hruary -28th issue of M%ﬂ South Afrms.n Haaﬂy modelled en
I:I.nlﬂ anii Newswcek magazines gave shooking figures of mass self-
E:tmctibn'gr tha white population ‘of South Africa. To quote Hm/

okt - L
' "True, today South Africa does have an a.strunnmiua_l murder
rate compared with some developed countries. - Whereas Brie .
tain, with a population of 56 million has a murdor rate of.
about 200 per annum, the South African figure is now over
5,000 murders annually. This does not fall so far behind
that of the U.S. where the rate, for a pupulation of Eﬂﬂ

million iH arnu.nd 9,000."

¥

_ Whether the figu:ra falls short or not of that of the U.S. the fact of

" the matter is that South Africans are killing each other and this faot
‘must be explairned and not glossed over. We can explain better the South
.I.friuan gituation if we put the murder status of South Africc against:
other status which tell a gruesome story. The 1957 Report of the South
Afrioan Commissioner of Police givesus another set of statistics which
oompliment and put in ‘perspective this high rate of murder in South
Africa. We shall ocompare these police figures with those of the annual
report of London's Polioce Commissioner of the same yeare (Thaaa ﬂ.gu:'aa
were 'baken from lfric:a. Enuth in EBxile Oote=Dece 1959)s

| -ﬁ.u.lﬂt:,apnlitan ‘area of London with a population of more than 8 Dﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ

‘and all the complex confliote of a cosmopolitan culture, ragiatarad‘.
30,097 arrests du:-:.ng 1967, or an average of 82 arrests a -daje -Puping

the same year, 1,525,612 people were oommitted for trial in South Africa
of whom 1,448,582 were- convictede Everyday of the year, thereforas,.
some 4,200 South Africans were arrested and tried out of a population
of 14,500,000, every year, cne ou% of every temn inhabitants = women
and children inocluded = was oonvicted of a orimee

Bven more significant were the figures for orimes of violenoes During

195{ there were a}‘.a#an ﬁmﬂuhm for murder in the metropolitan area
The nimhe:‘ of- unnviutinna for murder in" South“Afrioca rose

£rom 390 :i.n 1953 to 739 in""1959%  Where Londen in 1957 Régistered 96
oases of oriminal violence fesulting in death; "numbering ifi the total all
deaths direotly caused by da.ugﬂruﬁa dfiving, Euuth l.fr:lna. during the

. . nT A ' same year nl--/ﬁ
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same year recorded 4,654, of which 1,992 were murders. Some 12 people
therefore died everyday of the year in South Africa as a result of vio-
lencee And of these five werec murdered. Sufely this is a sooiety that
has been slithering into destruotion for a long time.

What are the reasons for this state of affairs? MAccording to the loar
ped jeurnalisi of News/Cheok, the South African figures are strongly
affeoted by the presemoe of a large concentration of economiocally under-
developed Africans in the big towns and cities. But of ocourse this does
not explain what News/Cheok calle "a disturbing new feature among the
economioally privileged White population" whioh is also oharaoterised
by violence and social aggression of an inoreasing number ‘of its member
Another charaoteristio feature of murders in the White population is
the violent death of innocent childrene For instance in three of a
nimber of family tragodies, eight ohildren were butchered by their
fathers.

Let us remember that all this is happening in the sooity that is prao—
tioing the worst form of raocial oppression to more than 3/4 ~f the p p-
ulatione This is a society whioch is armed to the teeth and whioh has
established amongst the fairer sex of its White population pistol clubs
4o shoot Africans to teach them that nothing needs changing in South
Africas The crucial cause of this self-destruction in South Africa is
the oppression the Whites inflioct on the Africans, Coloured and Indians
It is the irony of the situation in South Africa that the oppressor him-
self fearing sub-oonsciously the violent revolution that is casting its

shadows is begginning to toko his ows life. For us tho truth of the
matter of why there/such violence in South Africa is that South Africa

is the arena of sooial oonfliots whioh it ‘is habouring within its wombj
the worst inter-racial oonfliots yet to ocome. -

There is more violence in South Africa among the Blacks than anywhere
‘elsée This violence is for roasons Fanon has explained in The Wretched
Revolutionaries must take oognisance of the situatione

_%i the Earth.
is fraught with revolutionary potentialities which must be taken
adventage of, otherwise our people will keep on destroying themselves

ins¥ead of that system that makcs them beastse

QUOTE :

On our part, in the name of our pesple, we are determimed
te fight and make the kind of saorifices whioh made revél-
utionary Algeria free and indépendent in a struggle againat
one of the world's great powers, We shall carry on the
fight no matter how leng er diffioult it may be. We shall
win because Africa must he free,

SECHABA: Decembh r» 1968



AFTER THE JAIL IS OVER
by Jaan1Hiddlatun.

Jean Middleton served three years in a South African
jail for being a member of the Communist Party. She
was released last year and immediatély served with
banning orders (under the Suppression of Communism
Act), so comprehensiye she could not pursue her life
in 8 uth Africa; she camc to this country where she
rocently started work as a teacher. On leaving South
Africa, she became one of the many exiles whose
"speeches, utterings, writings or statements™ may not
be reproduced anywhere in the Republic. Sixty-four
such people were subjected to banning orders or re-
nowals, as of Septomber 1968 Inside South Africa at
least 400 people live under banning orders of some
kind. A4 list of their names is available from the
United Nations Unit on Apartheid, New York, Here
Jean Middleton describes what, after threc years in
jail, life Mat large is like,"

.On the day before I was releascd from Johannesburg Female Prison, I was
-palled to the office of the Lieutenant in charge, and there, in her
‘presenice, two seocurity police men served me with banning orderse

There is no appeal against it.

It was the standard restriction notice. I was forbidden to teach, or
‘oven to enter the premisea of any educational institutionj and I suppose
: 4% was this clause that was to have the most powerful effeot on my life,
sinoe teaching is the only skill that I can lay any claim toe I was
.forbidden to enter areas sct aside for Africans and Indianst forbidden
$a enber. the premises of any factory forbidden to oompile or assist in
the ocompilation of any document or photograph: forbidden to leave the mag-
istorial district of Johannesburg, in which I had lived for six years
before my arrest: forbidden tc attend any kind of gathering at which
people had met for a common purpose, even if that purposc was merely -
that of sopial intercourse. I was forbidden to enter the premises of any
court of law unless I was required thore as accused or witness, plaintiff
or defendant in some case, or unless I had gone thore to apply to magis—
trate for exemption from any of these prohibitions (I was to make many
gsuch applications as time went on); this clause is presumably intended
to prevent one from attonding political trials to show solidarity from
the gallery. I had to report to the police every day ot.a specified
‘police stations I was forbidden to communicate in any with any other
person similarly restricted, or with any person listed as being at one
time a member of any organisation now banned, though people of this
olaop wore not forbidden to communicate with me. :

Confusing7ececes --13/
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Confusing? Certainlye The life of a restricted person is full of cone
fusion over what he may or may not do, for many of these clauses are
vaguely worded and have not yet been olarified by test cases in courte.
(Exactly how many people, for example, eonstitute a social gathering? =
if a restriocted person allows a snapshot to be taken of himself, is he
assisting in the compilation of a photograph?) His life is also full of
the strain of keeping all these prohibitions in mind, for it is easy,
in the course of day-to=day living, to forget them.

When one is driving, it is easy, for instance, to cross over the border
of the magistrial district of Johannesburg without knowing that one has
done soe It is easy to stop and talk to an old acquaintance in the
street, forgetting, or porhaps not cven knowing, that he, too is banned
or has been listed. -

When I came out of jail, unemployed, unemployable, and almost penniless,
a friend of mine took me into her home for a while. Within a week or
two, I applied to the British Consul in Johannesburg for permission %o
live and work in Britain, for I.had to begin earning my living again as
soon as I coulds I saw a vice~consul, who told me that if I were given
permission it would tako some time to come through; I knew that my permi-
gsion to leave South Africa would cause another delayj and so I deter—
mined to use time in finishing my master's thesis, which I hadn't been
able to work on while I was in jaile Other friends, with a large house,
offered to have me for a fow months, until I left.

So I applied to the Chief Magistrate of Johannesburg for permission to
work on my theeis and to live in the district of Germiston. I was to

wait two months for this permissionj and before I got it, my friends were
twice visited and questioned by the security polices. Whether permission
for such applications is granted dopends, of course, on the police and
not on the magistrate, though few magistrates are honest - or naive
enough to admit thise.

I fell into a daily routine. This began each morning with a bus ride
into town, where I would first reoport at the police stations. The repor -
ing was in itself a simple proocessj I would go into the charge office
and ask for the security book, that book in which restricted people have
to sign their names regularly, and which is inspected regularly by the

secturity police.

I would sign the book, write the date and the time, wait to see that it
was countersigned by a policoman, and then gos From the polioce station,
I would go to transact whatever business I had, perhaps pay a vieit or
two, buy a newspaper and sit in the autumn sun on the verandah of some

ﬂ&faf raﬂdiﬂ-gl or t&lmg _'hﬂ a friend.
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It was a quiet and even a monotonous routine: but at first I was deli-
ghted with it; so happy was'l to be out of jail that at first I didn't
feel the full severity of my restrictions. :

Aftor some time, however, I began t0 feel keunly the narrowness of my
life, and also its deadly inactivity. I longed to do some work, but I
had none to do. I couldn®t go on holiday, because I couldn?!t leave Jo=-
hannesburge Thore were many of my friends to whom I couldnt!t speak,
couldn't write, because they, too, wore banned or listed persons.

While there were pome friends, I could talk to them only in small groupsj
for the phrase 'social gathering?! in banning notices is usually taken to
moan a gathering of three or more persons besidos the banned person him=-
selfe A banned person cannot go out in a party of four or more; and this
in itself has a very limiting effeot on his social life. Of all the
olauses in a banning notice, the clause concerning socicl gatherings is
the easiest to breakj one breaks it often without being able to help ift.
If I walkded down the street with one other person and we met two people
we Jnow and stopped to talk, I was breaking my bane.

If I sat at a table in a public place with two other people and one per—
son without sitting down to join us, I was breaking my ban. I often
risked having dinner with my friends and their families in their homes;
but before I did so, I had to make sure that there were to be no other
guests. If anyone dropped in unexpectedly during an evening of this
kind, I would have a choice betwean leaving the room and sitting else-
where in the house, or of staying and breaking my bane.

Nearly every restricted person forgets, sooner of later, to report to
the police, and one day I forgot. It simply went out of my head. I was
charged and tried for this, and given the minimum sentence, wh oh is one
year's imprisonment with all but four days suspended. BServing the four
days was not much hardships But my position was made worse, because not
only would any further mistake inocur a further sentence, it would also
bring my suspended send¥enco into operation: :

Eventually, permission came through for me to move. It came in a letter
which also informed that it was not necessary for me to get permission
to work on my thesise I moved at once, and two days later my new orders
were sorved on me by two men from the seourity police in Germigton. I
had to report to another polioco stationy bw4 otherwise MV New orders were
the same as my old ones, with one 1mpor$an'r- addition. Now that I had
some fairly permanent abode, I had been placed under what is known as
12=hour house arrest. _

The phrase "$welve-hour house arrest" is misleading: for I was confined
to the house and garden from six in the evening until seven in the

mning lhﬂ‘ing---::---.-'lﬂ/
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morning during the week, and I could not go out at all on Saturday after-
noons, Sutdgqys and public holidays. My medical practitioner was the only

visitor I was allowed at any time,

The police station at which I had to report was about four miles away
by road, and again there was no public transport, so my hostess had to
drive me there and back each day. When my mother ocame up from Durban
t0 see me, I had to entertain her sitting on the vacant plot of ground
across the road, for I could not get permission to have her as ‘a visitor

in the house.

A letter from the Chief Magistrate — for by then all the permits I had
been seeking had begun to come through = gave me permission to proceed
directly from Johannesburg to Durban on September 12,1968, to spend six
days with my mother before embarking from Durban on the 18th. I was to
report to the police on the way from the railway station to my mother's
housey, and could not leave her house again until the day of embarkation,
when I was to proceed directly to the harbour, reporting again to the

police, on the waye

When my permit to leave the country came, it was accompanied by a letter
from the Secretary for the Interior, telling me that when I embarked I
would lose my South African citigzenship and become a prohibited immi-

grant in my own countrye.

I hope I never have to experience again such personal grief as I felt
during the last week before I left. I looked forward to coming to Bri-
tain, which I already knew and lovedj but I was lcaving my own couniry
behind mej; and I still do not know when I shall see it again. Both in
Johannesburg and in Durbany I had frionds.to whom I had to-say godd=-
bycy I had to say good=hyo to somo of them ovor the telephone, since

I oould not visit thom, nor they moj ther®d-lwore many to whom I could
not say good-bye at-all, sinco thoy woro either bannod or listed.

The magistrato's letter that I regard as the best in my collection was
written during these last days, it is from the Acting Control Magisirate
in Durban and was, of course, written on the instruotions of the local
seourity police. It gave me permission to visit the centre of Durban
on the sixteenth of Septomber to have my hair done and to change money
at the banks it apﬂaifiad which hairdresser I must visit and gave me a
choioce of two banks acrod8 the street from the hairdresser: it told me
that I must proceed there and back by the normal bus routet it even
warned me against having more than one appointment u:th the hairdresser

during the course of the morninge.

. ANTI=-APARTHEID HEﬂB (Lnndun)
‘March 1969-



TORTURE IN YBLUE SKY'
= Thabo Matomg

"Yes, I shot the White man. The conditions in prison are too0 heavy and
difficult. When I transfered from Baviaanspoort Prison, I was fully
prepared that if I got a gun in my hands, I would slaughter all White
men in prieon.”

The above statement was made by a prisoner Frank Radebe in the Johannes=
burg Criminal Sessions where he was facing a charge of murder. The
State alleged that he shot and killed a White prison warder Mr. Chrigte—
jan Dames during an attempt to escape from the notorious Cindrella Pri-
BOA .+ .algo known as 'Blue Skv! -« along with four .other prisoners.

All the accused said that their attempt to escape from the prison was
motivated by the treatment all prisoners had to undergo at the hands of
the White warders. One of the accused Joseph Mahlaba described his
treatment saying: "When Mr. Gous came he took away our shoes, socks and
toothpastes..he took away our cigarettes...Mr. Gous would place two
buckets about 12 paces apart and force us to run around those buckets
for thirty minutes. If we refused he would assault ug,;" Mahlaba added
in evidencey "After he had taken away my shoes, my feet were rotten
because of the cold cement we were forced to stand on' Ho also said
that Mr. Gous told him that in the Congo he (Gous) used to shoot Afri-

cans 'like flies'.

Radebe, around whom the case centred madea scathing attack on the judge
when he said: "These Whites.are dealing with us in deceitfulness. Since
our forefatherg were shot dead in the Battle of Blood River, we struggled
to get our bread in fears«sssand we are rebuked in our sleep." Radebe
also gave a detailed account of assaults on him and other prisoners. He
also told of food served in dirty dishes and how he was made to eat,
sleep and walk in handcuffs.

All the accused were found guilty and later sentenced to death for
murder. But this trial exposed the amount of atrocities inflicted on
prisoners in the country's jails where countless stories of assaulis
have been related. The South African regime has tried hard to deny
these allegations, but time and time again many detainees and prisoners
have reported of their treatment during imprisonment.

The situation is one that demands for a change in the whole system and
a change will be effeoted with the physical overthrow of the fasoist

regime.
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