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THE  CONGO

Last week's invasion of the Congo by =z handful of
mercenaries no doubt angered all partisans of the African
Revolution. But this anger was tinged with sadness &and
considerable dismay. Intermingled, too, was a feeling of
shame that a few mercenaries could march up and down an
African country with such apparent ease.

We wondered, too, why & hot reception had not been
prepared for these armed thugs. After gll, it was well-known
that these mercenariés were making preparations in Angola
to launch an attack on the Congo. President Mobutu's accusat-
ions were based on definite information despite Portugal's
denial.

To add to our anger and sadness, Zamblia Television on
Saturday the 4th featured a docunentary on the capture of
Bukavu by mercenarics in August last year. The whole content
of the progremmee was propaganda for the mercenaries . The
Congolese population and the Congolese National Army were
mede to appear a bunch of cowards while the mercenaries
appeared as humenitarian saviours of the civilian White popul-
ation whose lives had been threatened until they were "saved".
We wonder how such a biased and racist feature got on to
ambia Television.

But good news was not far behind. From the weekend,
news began filtering in of intense fighting in Bukavu and the
re-caepture of that town by the Congolese National Army. This
hes now been confirmed and rernents of the mercenaries are
now in camps in Ruanda undcr armed guard. News has also come
in that the invasion of the Congo from Angola has proved a
total fiasco and the thugs are in disarray, most having
retreated back into Angola.

But weare puzzled at the report that the International
Red Cross is supervising the flying out of the mercenaries-
from Ruanda to some sort of refuge. The mercenaries are
nothing but thugs and gangsters of the most vicious kind.
They have murdered, looted =nd raped. They hzve held a whole
town hostage for over a year. They are criminals and we agree
entirely with President lMobutu that they should be extradited
to the Congo to stand trial there.
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The activitics of the mircensrics poses asnother vital quest-
jon for Africa. Who finances the mcrcenaries? They are armed
with the most modern weapons including tanks and trucks.
These cost 2 lot of money and have to come from somewhere.
The whole history of Africa, past and prescnt, and the
particularly bloody events in the Congo since independence
culminating in the brutal murder of Patrice Lumumba can lead
to but one conclusion.

It is only imperialism which stands to gain from chaos
and confusion in indcpcndent Africe; it is imperialism which
has instigated a series of coups in Mfrica; it is imperialism
which was responsible for Isracl's aggression in the Middle-
East; i1t is imperialism which shores up the fascist-racist
regimes in Southcern Africa; and it is imperialism which
finances the mercenaries. Imperiglism is the arch-encny of
Africa.

And by imperialism we do not mean some vaguecs theoret-
ical concept nor some group of shadowy international financis-
ra. We mean the governmcnts of countrics such as the United
otates, Britain, Belgium, France, West Germany, Portugal cte.
It is in the circles of these govenments that the plots
against Africa are hatched. It is they who speak of Aid to
undeveloped countrics ete., while they arc busy exploiting
these countries and undermining their goverments.

Let us be warncd. Let us know and recognise our main

cnemy. Let us take proper and adequate steps against imperi~
lism. Our failure to do so will destroy the African Revolution.
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" THE “"MEDTATOR

Natzi Vorster, Prime Miniaster of South Africa, has been
acting as go-between for Wilson and Smith - a sort of messenger,
adviser, conciliator...Nor is this a recent role but one which
Vorster has accepted for some time.

But in the past the goings and comings between Pretoria
and Loridon and Pretoria and Salisbury were carried on with
some discretion and at times even in secrecy. But the recent
meeting between Foreign Minister Muller of South Africa and
Wilson and Brown as also the meeting between Smith and Vorster
in Pretoria were undertaken openly and with full publicity.

Vorster's role as intermediary has certeinly not been
donned in a spirit of altruism but rather for very selfish
motives. The recent lack of discretion merely underlines the
faect that the issue is approaching a climax (sell-out) and
that the time for secrecy and diplomacy is past. The very
urgency of the need for a "settlement" precludes secrecy. The
need for a speedy "solution" is the result of the activities
of A.N.C., and Z.A.P.U., guerrillas in Zimbabwe and the inabiliji-
ty of the Smith rebel forces to counter them.

Vorster's intercsts and motives as mediator are three- .
fold. .

" First of all, the whole politico-economic structure of
present day South Africe is utterly dependent for its continued
survival on the imperialist. powers notably Britain and the
United States. As such these powers can apply pressure on
Vorster unless he is to somec cxtent amenable to carrying out
their directives. These imperialist powers have found Smith
somewhat intractable and are using Vorster in their nefarious
scheme of creating a facade of compromise in which Smith must
appear to give some ground.

Secondly, Vorster rcalises that it would be impossible
to prevent or control a revolutionary waer of liberation in
South Africae if the Freedom Fighters were able to use the
Limpopo ‘River rather than the Zambezi as a backdrop. He hopes
to continue using the Zambegi as a first line of defcnce. How-
ever, the illegality of the Smith rebel regime makes this . ..
diplomaticelly a hazardous task. This has not deterred him up
to now but as the struggle gains momentum and the fighting
becomes fiercer he will find himself in a more and more imposs-
ible situation. On 'the other hand a "legal” regime (created as
a result of a sell-out, of course) could overtly invite milita-
ry and economic assistance from South Africa.

4/...Thirdly
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Thirdly, wc wonder if Vorster is not cxpecting something
from Britain in rcturn for his cfrorts as mediator? Severeal
Jouth African Cabincet lfinisters and Premier Vorster himscelf
havec recently bocen vociferously demanding the lifting of the
arms embargo =nd calling upon Britain to supply South Africa
with srms. This has bccen accompanicd, on the onc hand, by loud
boasting that South Africz could manufacture its own weapons,
and on thc othcr hand, that South Africa would be compelled to
buy arms elscwhere if Tritain refuscs to supply them. We think
this vecrbal acrobaties is but the curtain-raiser to a deal
which Vorster has made with Zritain. We think it unlikely that
Britein herself will be preparcd, at this stage, to risk lifting
the embargo. However, Wilson m=y have agreed not to protest too
much if some other country such as France or West Germany under-
takes to supply South Africa with armaments. In any case there
are already scveral joint Anglo-trench munition ventures and
one of these could bc used as the Supplier.

+++++++++

BAHTUS Tm IH S . Tﬁr . A .

As we reported last weck the fascist-racist White minority
regime in South Africe is pushing sghcad rapidly with its plan
for. Bantustans in South West Africcz.

de also sald that they would have to find stooges to carry
out this policy as the majority of the pcople were opposcd to it.
This has in fact happened at a meeting of the Herero which was
held 2t Okakearara last week and the majority of the tribe boyco-
tted it and refused to attend.

Even so the government recpresentative at the meeting had
to use threats to zet the few hcadmcen present to accept the
govenncnt's policy. As he put it:-

"the time for ployinz around had come to an end. Tho
governmcent hxd two hands - one was soft zond the other
was & fist. Forget about thL United Nations which has
not bcen cble t0 help you. ™

But, despite threats and despitc the fact that most of the
tribe wrs abscnt, the rcvuzsining headnen only accepted the propos-
als "in principlce®. They could not cgree to the movement of the
Herero people from Ovitoto, Otjimbingue and 0% jihorongo, the
pProposed consolidnted uurarnlund in the uﬂEt of South West
Africa - largely semi-descrt.

After thce mceting lMr. Clumens Kapuuo, o representetive of
the Herero pcople, angrily rejected the decision as unrepresent-
ative. He said thot acceptrance of Bentustans means acceptance
of apartheid,

5/... He
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He demanded thc return of the IHerero tribal land which had
been sold to Whitecs from South West Africa. He said it was
impossible for the lcrero people to move to the semi-desert
area which they werc bcing offered and which they had never
previously occupied.

The response of the lcrero people makes it clear that
as in South Africa the fascists will have to use the "fist
to implement the Bantustan policy in South West Africa.

+++++++

APARTHEID MADNTSS

In September a Gencroel Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
took place in East London. As the Church has African members,
some African Churchmen also cttended the Assembly.

Realising that a "pixed" (i.c.of Whites and Africans)
gathering could create many problems particularly as there would
be delegates from outside East London, the organisers of the
Assembly took every precaution to sce that no laws or regulztio-
ns were contravencd. Dast London's Senior Presbyterian Minister,
the Rev. W.D. Campbell, went to the extent of giving the Depart-
ment of Bantu Administration a list of the non=White delegates
and where they would be staying.

But alas, for the organisers of the Asscmbly, the laws,
By-laws and regulations controlling the lives of Africans arc
80 numerous that even lawyers have difficulty keeping track of
all of them, Despite all the precautions they had taken the
organisers fell foul of the law. Some of the African Ministers
and their wives could not bc accomodated so they were put up by
three prominent white members of the Church - a common enough
gesture of hospitality in all parts of the world where decency
exists. But not is South Africa. To their horror the threc
Whites were awakened 2t 2 a.m. by the police and charged for
contravening the Native Urban Areas Act. By this Act no African
may be given shelter by anybody else without a permit!!

6/... One of
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One of the Whites refused to awaken his guest znd was,
in conscQuence, adidition.lly chorged for obstructing the
police. another cormuented that it was =ost strange for tho
police to visit anyone 2% such an uncarthly hour for '‘doing
rno more than extending Christizn hospitality.’

This is the idiocy and macdness that is Apertheid.

Brigadier F.J. ZSberson of the Cape Town rolice :-

“Although in law non-¥Wiite police could arrest
Whites, 1t was policy that this should not happin.
He could not recull an arrest of & white by non-
white policemen., -

Under norm=l circumstances where a non-white
police officer wos aware of an offunce involving
o white person, he told = white officer who made
the arrest.” |

Brigadier Eberson was comnenting on remarks made by
Justice van Zyl in the Cape Town Supreme Court, who sald th.%g
at this steage of the country's development it could create
trouble if Africans were sllowed to arrest Whites!li

+++ bttt

"The White man mskes all the laws, he drags us bcefore

his courts znd accuscs us, sni he sits in judzenent

over us.

It is fit and proper to raisc the guestion sharply,

what is this rigid colour-bar in the zdninistration

of justice? Why is it that 1n this courtroom I facc

a White mezistrate, confronted by a wWnite prosecutor,
and escorted into thc dock by a2 White orderly? Can
anyone honcestly and scricusly suggest thzt in this

type of atmosnhere the scales of justice are evenly
balanced?

Why is it thot no Africsen in the history of this country
has ever hada the honour of being tried by his own kith
and kin, by his own flesh and blood?

I will tell Your Worship why: the recl purposc of this
rigid colour-bar is to ensurc that the justicc dispensed
by the courts should conform to the policy of the country,
however much thot policy uiight be 1n conflict with tho
norms of justice aecepted in jJjudiciaries throughcut thc
world.

I fecel oppressed by the atmosphere of Vhite dominzation
that lurks 2ll around in this courtroom.,....."

(NO ELSY WALLK TO FREEDON) opp. 127, - NELSON LANDILA.
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WHITER _ CITIES BY _ NIGHT

For almost twenty (20) years now thc Nationalist Party
Government has ruled South Africa. Their propaganda and State
policy has been APARTHEID. It is still apartheid. But the
implementation of this heinous policy has brouzght nothing but
grief and suffering to the African peoples and othcr non-Whites.
There hae been 2 steasdy drift towards fascism and police dictat-
orship until to-day South Africa is a fully-fledged POLICL
STATE. Gone are the days when Mr. Justice Leslie Blackwell

“eould give a Court injunction ordering the police not to inter-
fere at a legally convened mecting and giving them the historic
warning: "SOUTH AFRICA IS I'0OT A POLICE STATZ, YET". NOW South
Africa is a police state. Thousands of opponents of apartheid

.‘are held in prisons and denied the c ous. treatment they
'deserve as POLITICAL PRISGNERS.'TheﬁgnitE Nations has called
for their release to no avail. k - -

i Many other anti-apartheid nilitants ‘are grilled under

torture by the police for periods of 180 deys without recourse

. %0 an open, fair triel in a public court oflaw. These 180-Day

" detainces will never hear any charges, criminal or civil, being
“Iﬁiﬁfagainat them. Their lot is to rot in jail without trial.
And their families survive somehow. 4 R

i

" There are other anti-apartheid stalwarts like HNrs.Helen
‘Joseph whosec homes have been converted into prisons. For then-

'gocial 1life begins and ends in solitary confinement within the

~ four walls of ones house. House arrest is another form of police

~persecution which proves the tyrrany that reigns in South Africa.
House arrest cannot be simulated by those who are free as it is
‘mental and physical torture which no living humzn belng can
impose upon himself. Mrs. Helen Joseph was the first person to
 be placed under house-arrest in South Africe in October 1962.
For five long, weary and lonely years she only had her cat to
keep her company. She had to commune with herself. She wrote a
book during this period - "Tomorrow's Sun® which speaks of the
courage z2nd tenaciiy of her unbending and unbreackable spirit.
But the new banning orders have extended her house-arrest by
another five years. Lnd as if that is not inhuman enough, the
fascist Vorster regime has forbidden her from writing books or
articles or letters to newspapers in South Africa or abroad.
Mrs. Joseph cannot seek her remedy in a2 court of law. She is &t
the mercy of the police. She must live alone. She must report

to the police daily except Sundays and public lholidays. She is

" not allowed to go beyond the magisterial confines of Johannesbu-
rg. She is not allowed to receive visitors at her home, and

she may not comuunicate with any banned person or a person whose
name appears on a 1list kept by the Liquidar of Communism.

8/...5he
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She is forbidden to attend any gathering, political or socizl.
She must be 2t home between 6.30 a.m. Her life has been circums-
cribed by the police. Her plight is a heart-rending demonstrati-
on of the vicious application of apartheid and what it means.
That she has decided to remain in South Africa is a symbol of
her dedication to our freedom struggle which will triumph in

our life time.

But South Africa is not ‘only a police state but also a
vast concentration camp where millions of people are shunted
hither and thither like floating straws in the air. For the non-
White people their homes are prisons and have become worse than
that during the past 20 yecrs of fascist rule. Some time ago,
Dr. V. Eiselen as Secretary of Bantu Affairs propounded the
policy of drawing a demarcation line from Cape Town to East
London. On one side of the LINE would live Whites only and on
the periphery and beyond, Coloureds and Africans. He rigorously
gdvocated the removal of the Africans from the Western Cape,
especially in the Cape Town area. This was known as the Iiselen
Line. It represented one of the facets of the meaning and
implementation of apartheid.

But the facts confound the Eiselen Line. And the realities
of apartheid defy its exponents and drive the fanatics to acts
of callous desperation. The farms and industries in the Western
Cape cannot exist without African labour. The influx of Africans
into Cape Town area rose from about 66, 000 in 1960 to 39, 000
in 1966. This represents a 50% increase in spite of the heatless
enforcement of apartheid regulations to control African influx.
To justify the introduction of the Coloured Cadets Training Act
which will regiment the labour of Coloureds, especially in times
of war, The Vorster rezime spreads the lie that the removal of
Africens from the Cape is necescary because they "take the bread
out of the Coloured people’s mouths.™ Yet official Hansard
figures for 1967 show that there were only 74 skilled and 379
unskilled, unemployed Coloureds in the Western Cape in 1965. If
Africans are removed it could not be on the pretext that they
deprive the Coloureds of their livelihood. +he trade unions of
Coloured workers and their benefit societies are recognised by
the Governmcnt while those of the Africans are not.

Bcononic surveys reveal that the South african economy
grows at such a rate that 130, 000 new jobs are created every
year. The White immigrants who average 40, 000 a year cannot
£i11 a1l these jobs and so non-White labour is used. This 1s
the greatest chzllenge to the feasibility of apartheid. It is
the bane of the narrow-minded adherents of separate development,
Bantustan homelands, and the building of industrics on the
borders of the Airican Reserves.

97..,Yet
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Yet in spite of a2l1ll this incontrovertible evidence,
Mr. Blaar Coetzee, Illinister of Bantu Adidnstration 1s deternin-
ed to implement the Eiselen Line. He is hell bent on removing
Africans from their homes and jobs in the Western Cape to arid
arezs near DLast London where local stztistics show tne existen-
ce of a high rate of unemployment =nong the Africans. Blaar:
Coetzee regards himself as the saviour of White South Africs,
the reincarnation of King Canute who can order back the tides
of econonic reslity in our country.

Blaar Coetzec wants lily-White cities by night and is
resolved to "impose gstricter regulations to separate the races
and stop them from mixing in White areas™. Towards this end, a
new company has been formed in Pretoria to provide specizl
housing for African servants in African ghettoes. These servants
are to be hired out to Whites by day only for R1.50. (15/=) per
day. This scheme has the support of the Department of Bantu
Administration and Development. This type of regimentation of
African labour will be used to keep their wages low and to
apply oppressive laws with greater ferocity.

: - But what will happen to Africans in the essential services
who have to be in the cities by night? Lthis pipedream of
all-White cities by night is yet another apartheid illusion. In
these White cities by night who will be the nightwatchmen,
newspaper and milk delivery men, petrol station attendantis,
hospital nurses and orderlies, policemen, chauffeurs, boiler-
men etc® White cities are an unrealisable wish which will only
aggravate the racial tension and animosity that plague our
motherland. '

And we are not the only people who condemn this race-—-separ-
ation madness. Dr. A.fil. Huzo of Stellenbosch wrote to "Die Burg-
er ' recently and complained that " A Government which chases
people out of their homes and congregations out of their Churches
ought at least to compensate them sufficiently for them to
re-establish themselves™,

"Die Burger®” of November 3, 1956 published a summarised
report of a Commission of the Nederduits Gereformeerde Mission
Churck on group ereas, especially in District Six, Cape Town.
District Six hes now been declared a White area under the heinous
Group Areas Act. The N.G. ilission Church report expressed its
disaporovel of the way in which the government authorities
enforced resettlement of people and communities.

10/...According
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According to the Comnmission's report, congregations which

had long peid their debts would have to build from scratch

in new areas. Some buildings were of great historical wvalue

but faced the risk of demolition under the removal schenes.

The Cormission, in this respect, specifically referred to

the South African Sending Gestig in Long Street, the Sionskerk
in Paarl, the Rhenish Church in Stellenbosch, and other church-
es gt Worcester, Beaufort ivWest, George, Upington etc. All the
places referred to here are within the ambit of the &kiselen
Line.

The lives of thousands of people in South Africs are
insecure and unstable. VWhole communities are uprooted and
scattered to satisfy the whims and fancies of the administrat-
ors of apartheid. The entire Republic of South Africa is
smothered in this crisis, I'eople of all shades of political
opinion and colour are seceking a way out. Any resistance by

discontented people is suppressed by police force, house-arrest,

banishment, removal, and a host of banning restrlctlnns The
way out is 1nev1tﬂhly. armed str Tle. Where fascism rules
there can be no retreat to reasonable dizlogue. Fascists rule
by force. Fascists do not respect the rule of law. Fascism must
be destroyed. Not even the voice of the Duteh Reformed Churches,
(their own Churches) will bring the mad men at Pretoria to
their sober senses. The crisis that confronts South Africa
to-day is of the making of Vorster's fascist regime. Vorster
and =211 fascist White minority regimes in Southern Africa must
be destroyed. The voice of the African people and all democrats
shell triumph over the evil decadénce of White domination.

+++++++
-ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LaW

"No one shall be imprisoned, deported or restricted without
a fair:trial;

lio one shall be condemmed by the order of ony Govern-

ment ofiicisl; ;
Ifhe courts shwll be representative of all tlic people;
Imprisonment shall be only for serious crimes against the
people, and shall aim at re-educuation, not vengeance;

The pnolice force and army shall be open to 2ll on an eguzl
basis and shall be th. helpers and prntectﬂrs of the
people;

All laws which discriminate on grounds of race. colour or
belief shall be repcaled.’

-FREEDONMN CHARXRTIZR -

Adopted a2t the Congress of the People, Kliptown, South Africa, |

on 26 June 1955.

_l.‘*-_._
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PHE AN3LICAN CHURCH IN SQUTH AFRICA

| The severely racist views of the Calvinist Dutch Reformed
- Churches in South Africa are well known. Dasing themselves on
certain sections of the Bible these churches have given a moral
underpinning to the [Mascist-racist practices of the Nationalist
governnent,. idegardinz the Dlucks as children of Ham they have
gucceeded in dalving the Afrikaaner concience for the evil
practice of apartheid and Wliite domination.

But one hears rmuch less of the Anglican Church. This is
partly because some individual Anglican Church leaders have
courageously thrown in their lot on t.e side of the oppressed
people and thus have suffered personzl persecution. It is also
due to the fact that the Anglican Church subseribes to the
goncept of the equality of 2l1ll mcn without regard to colour.

But in azctual practice the Anglicon Church itself practices
the colour bar in its various activities. It runs Schools on
¢olour lines with most reserved for Whites; it has churches
tliroughout the country most of which are segregationist; it runs
many functions such as bazaars and fetes on racial lines; most
of i1ts Sunday schools arc separationist. True, the Church clcims
t0 do this unwillingly and has as i%s long.tcrm ‘objéotive the
elimination of the Colour bar. +‘he Church also claims that the
laws of the country compel segrezation, This is, of coursc, truc
now, But the haursh fact is that even when there was no legisloti-
ve compulsion, and even now in instances where compulsion does
not exist, tha Church continued to practise the Colour bar.

The tragic truth is that the Church in South Africa
inadeguately grapples with the problems of apartheid and White
domination. It haos foiled to abide by Christian beliefs for feor
of logsing its support; it has fziled beccuse an honest carrying-
out of the precepts of Christianity would result in persecution
and suffering; it has failed even to te.ch its own fniluwlng the
maaning of & comuon Christian humanity.

lt a recent Diocesuin Synod the Housc of Laity completely
rejeeted three anti-apartlhieid motions, one of which merely
demanded . that Sunday School childrun should be taught that
apertiield is o moral evil. To cap it 21l, Premier Vorster . ..
congratulated the laity on its decision!!

As' the Rev. S.J, Pecke, Rector of a Cape Town parish Baid;
in discussion there was evidence of "real” race predudice.
Ir. Peek went on to say:-

"The continued practice of apartheid. in many of our
parishes is rnother indication of the views of many
of our laity.

12/...Mr. Vorster
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"Mr. Vorster is not mistaken... in thinking that the Anglican
laity agree with apartheid....

"The Synod has not taught me that apartheid can only be defecat-
ed by slow but persistent exposure to the sufferings it causes.
The Black §aah Race Relations Institute, and numerous Church
bodies haveé heen dnlng precisely this far the past 17 years but
the sober fact remains that more Chriatlan people vote National-

ist nﬂw than ever before’.

In the light of such a state of affairs within the Angllcan
Church itself, the views expressed by the Rt. Rev. Leslie
Strﬂdling, Angllcan Bishop of Johannesburg, are indeed astonish-
ing. Bishop Stradling last week delivered his cherge to the
42ncd Synod of the wviocese ﬂf Johannesbur'g.

In the course of his address he condemned violence outright
and described the activities of Freedom Fighters as "terrorism".
In this he is no different from the race fanaties. But not
gatisfied with this he went on to condemn protest by means of
"explosive speech, marching with banners, aggressive condemnati-
on" etc. He went on to say:- ' .

"If we are speaking to secular zuthority are we
spatisfied that all other means of meking represent-
ations and bringing pressures to bear have been
tried before we make our public protest? Can we
be content with the negative aspect of protest?
Should we not rather seek to take positive steps
to build up a spirit of goodwill and understanding?"

The answers to Bishop Stradling's questions are provided
by the Rev. Peake in the quotation from his comments on the
meeting of the House of Laity. It is to be remé@mbered uﬂat

Rev. Peake himself is an Anglican.

These quotations demonstrate clearly the reasons for the
controversy within the Anglican Church of South Africa. The
Church has not been able or willing to meet the challenge to
Christianity that apartheid poses. Instead it has relented to
political pressure by various White supremacist regimes. The
Church in South Africa has evaded the answers to the problems
of apartheid.

Does Christianity really reject warfare? If so, what role
do army Chaplains play? The Anglican Church has no right to
condemn others for attempting to solve the problems of South
Africa in the only way possible - an armed struggle for National
Liberation.

1L%¥s o But
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But there are welcomc and hopeful rumblings within the
Enzlican Church in South Africa. Disgusted with and depressed
by the Vorster regime's acknowledgement and approval of the
acceptance of apartheid by the Anglican laity, the Rev. Gray
Featherstone, curcte of St. Mary's Anglicen parish in Woodstock
nailed "95 theses for 1967" to the door of St. George's Cathedr-
al, Cape Town. It will be recalled that this year marks the
450th anniversary of that historic day when Martin Luther, an
Auygustinian monk, nailcd his 95 theses to the door of the castle
Church on October 31, 1517. And so the teformetion began. It is
haing celebrated thrnughuut Christendom

In the preamble to the 1967 theses, the Rev. Gray reather—
atnna has stated:

"Out of love and concern for the truth,

and with the object of eliciting it,

the following propositions will be the

subject of a declaration drawn up by the

young people of the parish of ‘Woodstock.

They request that whocver cannot be present

_ , personally to debate the matter orally, will

L | . do so in absence in writing".

Their 95 theses register a rejection of apartheid and
conatitute a challenge to the entire Anglican Church. We are
looking on. The world is watching to see how the /Anglican
Church ip;Sﬁuth Africa will resolve the question of the irreconci-
lability of Christian thought and practlce with the 1nhuman
policy anﬂ practice of apartheid.

e

THE UNIT.. FidlY CONGIESS

Despite racist oppression of almost 80% of the population
who are denied even the vestiges of democracy, the fascist
minority regime in South Africa continues to play the parliament-

ary geme.

Every five years elections are held, with all the trappings
of a two party system. Candidates are salcmnlg nominated, meetings
are held, babies are kissed, banners and stickers handed out and
fund-raising functions zre held. On the 'great” day voters go to
the polls, votes are counted =znd members are duly elected.

But it is all a faczde, a huge deceit. For the voters as
well as the candidotes are Whites only and they represent only
about 207 of the populztion. In such a situation it is ineviteable
that racism plays the major part in the elections. Equally, it is
inevitable thot the party giving the largest dosc of racism must
win the election.
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The NWetionalist Party has cazrried racism to its fine fascisi
art and raised it to the level of an idcology. It is, therefore,
not surprising thnt since 1948 it hos won every election, ench
time with an increasing majority.

- The opposition United Party has been thrashing 2bout from
year to yeer, changing its policy this way and that way, in the
hope of finding the "right formula®™. But all its efforts are
doomed to failure. It cuts an utterly moribund figure not cven
to be gble to play effectively its role of oppesition. For 1it%,
too, is unable and unwilling to escape from the poll of racism
which hanga over White South Africa. It serves the solitary
purpose. of scting 2s 2 suitzble fﬂll to the Nationalist Tarty in
its pretence af parliamentary democracy.

Recently, the United Party had another of its annueal
Congresses. And 2zz2in it has come out with a new formula®™ In the
hope of cztching the votes. Being ever opportunigstic, the United
Farty's new formula sttempts to out-do the Nationalists in
racialism, But one can safely say that the White voters will not
be impressed. They have =z good thing in the Nationalists - why
should they chaonge?

Before the United FParty adopted its new formula it had =
policy of race federation - a policy which nobody understood,
Buf one clear pledge which the U.P. gave in 1955 and reiterwtced
year after year was that, if elected (an unlikely event), they
would put the Coloured penple of the Cape back on the Coimon
Roll, This pledge was given after the U.P. had made strenuous,
but unsuccessful, efforts to kecp the Coloured people on thc
common roll - for opportunistic electoral reasons.

The new policy kicks this solemn pledge aside. Instest
it now envisages Separate R;{resentatinn for Coloureds via
6 members in parliament. Simllarly, there will be 8 Afric .
representatives and 4 Indian representatives. Except in the
case of Coloureds, where Coloureds may be elected if so desired,
the African and Indian people will be.represented by Whites.
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"The plan also moots some sort of I'ationzl Committee
- one for Afrigoens, one for Indizns and one for Coloureds
- to liaise with the Whitc parliament.

The bletantly rezctionary and totally undemocratic
nature of this policy is self-evident. We will not go into
it. There is nothing new in this policy. Similar policies

were in effect before and were rejected by the oppressed
‘people. The prototype of the mooted National Lisison Comm~
ittees was the Native Representative Council which volunt-
arily abolished itself in 1946 because of its ineffective-
ness. Separate Representation was so overwhelmingly reject-
ed by the Indizn people in 1947 that it was never ever
tried.

N If anything, the present policy of the United Party
dis in some ways more racist than that of the Nationalists.
It is the old attempt of the U,P. to out-Nat the Nats - and
gt will fail.

- The lesson to be drawn is that there is no change of
)olicy away from racisclism among representatives of the
fhites - no evidence of a change of heart. Degades of peeace--
ful, non-violent strugzle have produced nothing but more
pppression, There is no representative group with whom a
neaningful dialogue gan be commenced. The gall for discussi-
on and negotiation in this contexf is not only irrespansible
but mischievous.

i The die has been cast by the oppressor -~ we did not

,help to npould it in any way. But we will fight for our
birthright in the only way open to us - by force of arms.

MMEMNSE K%
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