SOUTHERN AFRICAN CATHOLIC |

BISHOPS' CONFERENCE

DATED: First Sunday of Lent.

-

OPEN LETTER TO ALL DETAINEES

We, the members of a special consultation of the Catholic Church
gathered sl Hammanskreal to assess the present siate of affairs
in our country, want to send a messags to el delalness. It Is clear
1o us that our counltry has seldom wilnessed such 8 wave of repra-
sslon and such an extensive denlal of basic human rights. We
condemn this Iin the strongest possible terms 8nd accuse the
preaseni South African government of a serious abuse of POWET,
Thiz is svident Iin the number of people who are delalned, In the
fallure to give them sccess 1o due process, and most distressingly,
the dalentlon of children. Wa can find no justificatlon for thizs cont-
lnuing Inhuman oppression and we warn thet It is a measure that
does great damage for the present and the future.

Te all of you in detention we send the assurance of our solidarity
in your sulfering. In your struggle for the liberation of all the
pecple you have been wiiling to sacrifice yaur awn fresdom. in
condemning wviclence and injustice we admire and sSupport you.
Wa recognise In your sulfering, especially those of you who have
been physlcally sasaulted and who suffer sclitary confinement a
very Important contribution to our struggle for liberation. We will
continue the work that you have been doing and we will continue
to give all the support we can to your friends and relatives. To our
brothers and sisters in detention we promise our prayers and whal-
ever pastoral care we can give.

We are particularly concerned about l;mn of you who are childran
ind we are Bnco by the news that some adulls in detention
do try o take care of the children.
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our Father will give us the wisdom, coursge and strength to work
continuously for the liberation of our country.

Yows In Christ,
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