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THE RIOT POLICE AND THE SUPPRESSION OF TRITH
P . = - g

.Ti'.. MENFERS OF PARLIAMENT -
Dear 3ir,

A copy of a report on the "B8le of the Riot Police in the Burnings and
Killings in Nysngs, Christmas 1976" was sent to you in Japuary this year
by the dipisters' Pruterncal of lacgs, Ouguletu, aod Nyanga. The subs -
quent bapning of this report might lead sozme to the misguided conclusion
that its contents give a basically untrue pioture of the events in
question. I believe it to be my duty to write to you to testify %o the
truth of what was written. .

Basic truth of the Report oo the R8le of the Hiot Police.

I am confident that ary impartisl iovestigatioo would fully contfirm the
truth of its contepts and that any possible imsocurscies discovered
would be of minor significance, and rather serve to highlight the basic
veracity of the total coctents. )

I buve made s point of persomally interviewing acd re-checkiog the
accounts of very sAny eyée-witousmes. I bave done mc with care and
thoroughoeas. I hkave not only spoken to i large pumber of the Resldents,
I bave alsc made s polot of visiting Migrant ‘jorkers io the Ny angs
Rostels. My iovestigatioos confirs the contents of the deport.

Many prepared to tentify.

I am far from teing 3lone 18 tryiog to discover amd record the truth
sbout these matters. Apart from fellow members of the Minlaters!
Praterpal, I bave since learnt that 3 group of Hyssgs residents have
conducted their own ilovenmtigution. Tn Jiouary they sert a moworandum
to the Secri tary of the Cillie Commission. Thelr occount further
confirmn the facts im priscoted ic tho Ministers' Fraterpal Rouport.
Worecver they :nd several remidents are prupered to #lve verbal evidence
in court. They aasked the Cosmission to return to Cupe Tows, but.s
reply received six wesks liter mide 1t cliar thut the Commlession did oot
plan to return.

Polios and Security Police investigate = /bat are they doing
with thelr evidencu? -

it the meantime the C.I.D. (Col. Kotes) and Security Police (Mijor van
Niskerk) have been making their own investigations. I happen to know
that the Police have stutesants arpd affidavits from several witnessee.

In spits of this, an attempt is being mude to force me to divulge the
pumes of three particulir psople. On 17th Februury I wus sentenced %o

3 months imprisonment for refusing to do so. (The matter is on appeal).
Fbut exactly do the Pglice expeot to do with the Dames they ure demandiog
from me? Under the circumatances, it is surely ressopuble to osk what
the Police are doing with all the evidenoe they slready bhave from several
witnenras . ‘ .
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I feel bound %o say that I fimd it very difficult %o bellieve thad
either the State or the Polioce ore sericusly inxious to bring to Justioce
Riot Police who sot provecatively snd brutally as & lew unto themmslves.
Am T wrong in assusing that, in refusing to issus the Riot Folioe with
nusbefs on their aniforms, the Stats is purpossly making it sxtremely
diffieult to idenmtify those whe "sot in bnd faith™t It ie moet
unlikely that any spwcific Riot Police ocould be identified; thus it
would Besm that the courss cpen to the Police would be to imatitute
oivil proosedings ogoinst tteirows Ministsr of Police. Can one really
balisve that this is & seriocus possibilivy? .

1mplications of Indemnity Aot.

Purthermors, the new Indemnity Aot is going to make it very diffioult
ipndesd %0 bring 4 sucosssful 16tien ag.inst the Police.. Far from
facilisoting the proosss whareby the Police can bring their brother
Polios %0 court for brutul sotiops, it ssems manifest thot the State
is purposely making it incressingly difficult to do so.

/Harassment ...

Harssssent asd Suppression of the Truth.

Jinoe we sent that Bepo™™ to esbers of Parli.sent acd others, and
sinoe the Polioe started lovestigating, it appears to nuoy of ue in

the Praternal that it is we olergy who are being iovestigated, =od

not the sctivities of the Riot Police. Jome of um bave been subposnaed
. thres timss: some have been wurned that they =may be charged for pro-
ducing undesirable literature; at least two bave been thresteped with !
the possibility of being forced to give svidence for the Itute) others
have had their homes ralded. T bueve been warned by the Security Polioe
of 3 possible charge for possessing copies of the originoal Report. It
is olear to those imvolyed that the Beport was bunned s undesirable
literature becapse it brought appalling truths to light.

RIOT POLICE TO BliWE FOR CHREISTUAS JERXEND UPHEAVALS

During Decesber thers was resistance in come hostel arsas to the antl-
shebeep compaign. The tensions betwean oertaio "hostel dwellers”

and "residenta™ erupted into clushes. Thoes tensions wera subsequen-
tly exploited; hoatel dwellers were decoived into believinog that

they would be prevented from going to work and might thereby lose
disperataly cesdsd jobs. PFalse reporta wers spread of immipent
attacks from the "residenti.]l area”.

It was against this background of tension and rumour that the Christ-
mas weakend uphsavals took placs. - :

It is my capviotion; bhowever (and I believe that I share this with
hundreds of those involved) that the Riot Polics ocould without great
difficulty have preventsd the Christaus weskend uphsavals. .

I believe furtbermors («nd the sccounts overwhelmingly indicate)
that a section of the Riot Police aotually imstigated the viclent
clashes and ook sides with 4 group of hostsl dwellers. .
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Further Bye-witness aocounta.

The following are a further series of eye—witoess acoounts, whioh I
recorded myself in personul interviews; [ questioned the psopls syaslf
and I balievs that they ars sincars and truc aocounten =

1.

2.

RIOT POLICEJAN THREATENE GROUP OF HESITENTS JITH ATTACK .

ME. M.T. informsd me bow be had persooally heard o Rioct Police-
man obusing 3 group of Nyings rosidents on Sunday, 26th December.

The Rioct Policeman astd: "Julle !a ogbeskofs julle 1w "Black
Power'." (["You arc ruwde; you are 'Dluck Power'™) aod then,
pointing to Fostel dwellers weiring white "doeka™ {hnd:a:lathui,
the Riot Policeman added: "Daardie s«nse sal julle {reaidents
slaanit™ ("Thoee rcople will koit vou = renldonte.”)

‘Mote: A peculisar aspect =f the Thristman urhe.vile
was the wearios of diotioctive white he.d-
elothas {doekm) by n section of the hostel
dwallers (migrant workers) whom Reaidects
balieve werv imatiszited by the Riot Police.

WEARLY .KILLRD AS RIT POLICE -ATCH

dBS. P.2Z. "On Sundsy morcing, 2:th Docember, sesinz that so
ainy other housce had wlready becrn sct alight, I #emt to help
remove [Jroiture froa boure tn '... to c.ve things [ros beiog
burnt. Ir the €srly iftarnoan #e v Sentel dwellers #ith
wkite doeka und Llao the %ot Prliore PoAaw oot Polics
beckoning to (khaeba) the .ien v polted our door. The men
with wkite doeks then sttacked *he louse and mset it on lire.
The Biot Police were atunding, w=.tching, wheo lhe houaw 4.8

CAttacked. T soon ran out ta uveid the [lames .nd #erd set

upean. J1owe

L 3

M. P.I. (contd.) ] =
"I wan bsaten almcat to death. There wers shouts of
‘Cwanelel’ ('Enough') and the men left. T staggered to the
corner of Sth Aveouys and Zwelitaha Drive; where [ zaw o
police van. 1 appealed for help, tut instesad a policeman
said "Jy moet ons nle rool msak nie met jou bloedl' ('Tou
met not make us red with your bloodi'). I was really red all
over with blood. I then managed to find some strength and
olilbed into the van syaslf, and collapssd. Thay did take me
o bhospital. . -
FAnother wan, who was in the house with us at the time, is still
in bospital. And & youth died of the wounds,
*I had thought the White man, who ie above us (ophesu kwethu)
in authority would belp ws. T sxpeoted him to stop the
T attask, but he watohed on and let it happen.”



3. INFT Y0 B MRARLT ETLLED.

B.F. "Om the 2615 Decesber, soms time after midduy, we wara

-Efd by the ml‘tﬂr ip our homes. Soom Jf terwards
our house was sttaoked by men wearing white doska (heud-cloths).
The house wus set alight with o petrol bomb, and T tried to
sscaps bty the buck door..- 1 waa oaught «od atticked. I
minaged somsbow to get away ond ocums into fth avenus, wWhare
apother group s«w me, snd 1 was attooked aguin. While on the
ground, I s.uw 31 big Polioe lorry Jpprolohiog 2nd thought that
1 would mow be suved. Insteud, when the lorry drew slongmide,
the Policeman shouted 'dask hom dood' ('Kill bim') amd drove on,
Boon «fter that my uttookers sust have thought T w.a dewd - I
bad bess backed 41l sbout the heid - ond they left. After 2
time 1 maziged to muke my way to the office, where of ficials
called for the ambulanocs.”

4 AR NROKEN |

¥. "] was io my bouse, No. M ... Zmelitski in Nyinga, on

s of ternoon of 26th December, whan it was attacked. Two
hostel dwellers with vEits dosks bait me up wnd 7y ara <9
broken. At the time of the nttack I aw two Riot Policexan
drmed with guns. They did nothing to stop thosa tticking
-

5. RIOT POLICE SHOOT, OPENING WAY POR ATTACK.

ME. & MBS, V.N. "Our houne was ittickod on Sund.y, the 26%h.
We saw the Eostel dwellers with white dosks together with the
Rict Police. The Riot Police chot it the residents, opening
the way for the 1ttsck. Theo Blot Police Sude no atteapt to
stop thoss Who were. throwing potrol bombe.

My wife wia beuten up and bad ta have & stitohea above ber

oy Our houss wus burnt — we lost everything - our

furnitare = sverything. A child ip n pearby bouce w.s killed.
A Jr. Botha (. Black resident) was shot de.d, when getting out
of his our, after ooming back from church. i .re ull shocked.
Thers hud been no Tlghting thnt we knei—of belofu the Riot
Police shot the way through.®

fRurther ...

Further Incidenta after Christmis Weskend Upheavals,

§. AFRAID OF BEERINO SHOT BT RIOT POLICR.

l--l Jll‘ll

"Oo the evening of the 5th January, I was stunding cutside the
shop, when two Biot Polloe came over %o me. T:ff both had
bagr cans apnd were slightly drunk. T bad a book in =y hand,
and the one asked: 'Is jy gelesrd?' ('Are you educated?').
He spatohed the book from me, and I protested. [He pushed me
back and said: 'Bc kom van die Tronsvoal af - jy is 'p kaffiry
ek is wity ek is jou beas.' ('I come from the Trunsvaal -
you ire a kaffir; I um white; I am your master.')

"He trisd to hit me and said: 'Kom, kom, baklei.' ('Come on,
fight.'). I refused. He then threatened %o shoot me, tut I
managed to run swuy, 1 did not alesp at my place that night,
as I fearsed they might coms back and aboot we."" .
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7. BOY ERATEN OP BY BIOT POLICE AND BITTEN BY POLICE DOO.

“One morning in Februury T was plcked up by three Riot Policemen
in a Lango Street, and token to the bushy areu pot far from the
Catholic Church. :

"1 wis theo beaten with o baton several times by eaoh of the
three Riot Police. After this [ was pushed away and 1llowed
to go. A Police dog wim then set on me and bit me In the hand
ipd leg. 1 was terrified ibd sereaming. They eventually took
the dog off mw. .

"I wis pot taken to get treitment lor iy wounds, but ipstsid was
kept Lo the cells of Largn Police station for the night. My
leg #.8 bleeding through the night. Some [ellow prisgners
belped me to biundage 1t with rags
"l #is brought before the l.rga Zsurt the neaxt morning sod
ch.rged with a ‘p.as of fecce’, “ut wis .cquitted whee [ produced
Wy ries to skow thit [ v.& iciually bore ie Cape Town, (I am
1 yera old,)

“"Aftur telng Jllowed 1o o=, [ wem® ta the Clinie, where . Jdoctor

- troated oy wourds.” *

Fair of Police.

I thimk 1t is import.ct to point 5u® zroe .2 in the [eur the people
hive for the police. )
Mrs. B.L. hup inlorsed o= th.t nbe knowe twn people who «~itoessaed
bow Riot Folice pulled ber huebind from his house in Zweliteha,
Ny.oga .nd thoo allowed cotker men, we.ring white dosks, to kill .
bim.
More th.o once she hie tried to .rr.oge for me to mest these #itnessen,
but mo f.r it vaie, She says they re ofroid. -

The sye—witness 3ccounts contained in this memorindum should rrovide imple
prim ficie evidecce us to why people fesur and mistrust the Rict Polios,
+nd Js to why they believe they knmow from experisnce ths way Mot Pollice
bave acoted and coot.ous to act 38 o law unto themeelves.

People believe thit the introduction of the Todemmity Aet will only
encourage this ozinous tesdency. : :

dpgreover, the number of desathes 1n detentloc provides, for Rlicke and
others, further terrible corlirsstior of their distrust of the South
African Police structuras,

Mre, A.H. of Nytngs icformed me thot she had hesrd of more than
one parson who had fillen to their death from the window, while
in police custody. She said people wers very afrald of being
det.ined, becaume they balleve the police wight miabindle theao
and sven kill thea.

y /RIOT POLICE

e w

RIOT POLICE GUILTT OF RARUING RACE RELATIONS AND WELPARE OF SOUTS ~FRICA.

Membaprs of the Mieisters' Friternal are belng accumed of rroducicg doeunenta
harmful to race relations and the welfire of the Stite. This is 3 mockery
of justice amd truth. It ia the activities of' 2 section of the Riot Polics
thit have bad such a3 disastrous effsct oo rios relations, ind it is their
otivities which are so harmful to the long-term welfire of our sountry.

It is their wotivities whibh are shattering confidence in strustures of
4utbority, and which will provoke desperute and despuiring vicleoce in

rebponse.
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By sxposing thess shocking things, it wos hoped aod is boped that those ir
azathority would oot 4o balt them. - Ipstead it appears thut we are beicg
scoused of the very evils we ire o anxious to eradicate.

T will oot be intimidated into silemos by fnlee iccusations and .baurd
char

Tryipg to force the brosking ol con! idonces.

In ocompany with other groupe acd individuila, the Romnz C ‘thalie ﬂuhur~'
Conference bas spoken out boldly about wh .t wpeua to be "rcelioble reperic
of police brutality®™. Thay tco khave felt bound to nuint.ic the conflides

tiality of their sources, in srite &f being prossured by Geoeral Priveloo,
who warped them of o "resedy in law™]

The way of wisdom ond jumtice lie® 18 oithur wncrding the Luw to provact
ccnfidentiality butween priest -nd puriahioner [0 presently wxiotn
betwesn lawyer nd cliept) or to malptaic the rrusent t.cit undesst.uding
thait in =uttere of consciernce of thism kind, *he St.te mkould rafriin fron
bringicg the {ssmue to 1 heud.

Inm usipg certain legal muchioery iz 3n ttozpt to foree = to Zive camen

of éyo—witnesses, which my corsoleéense nd o liing .0 3 rrient forbids ce

to roeveal for the very reseon th.t thuy arake to me im atrictest cocnflldoueco,
the authorities hive croser 2 corfront.ticr rB3le. "t k.s therefore Lecome
Bécessary to put our positien Tirsly .ed cle.rliy. ‘e Chraistiaue .ad
prissts of God's Churck I'eel we are in duty bound to asintaic eoriidencces.
Thke Thurch will conmticus to te 3 chancel of Christ'es compissior for .11

ke ure oppreassd. We would te guilty before Jod ird our eelghbour if

we simply "passed by oc the ctker side” to.esc.pe the risks izvelved in
doing 111 we cur to bring he:liug.

- WHY 1 ISSTE THIS JEMCORANDUA.

I belleve I 3= marvicg the public interest by bringing those truitha irto

the open. )

I = not ﬂpﬂtinﬂ particul.r Riot Policecawn to be brought to hook. :
ippreciite thut othere right conaider it worthwhile, but T um not nersontily
plewding for .ay judielal inmquiry. The fict to.t the Biot Pollee ..re pur-
posely gliven no ouabears op thelir uniforms, .und thit the Todesnity act 1o aco:
likely to beooma low, does pot lewd me %o bBelicve that officizl inquiiries
will whieve much. Thin memorwdum im beings rablished .n 2 mottor of ur fus
public _comcern,- in the hope th.t it w.y wti as . detcrrent.

Thile I do not want to suggest that nll Piot F-nl..ﬂl—.ll[. wt brutalls, the

activitien of somo huve cra.cted @ gull of ..ctruet ad fe.r ud a.Cr.
after “the Christmus weekend urhesviln, cert iz "ot Poliocw fere otill ruported
to be wting provocatively and Frutally Thie o bm o Tarther reudarn K0y T Salw

it to be 3y duty to lesue thir mumoruidus = 1 . .or th .t the WMot "aliec ecald
provoke further violemce wnd that it o :l11 bo irceercoible of me unt to
inforas you of the mituition.

T #rite w 2 Soirth Afric=n, like most of you, bore in thim countrs. 7 writ.
out of 1 concern Tor the »clf re of all our peonle, bealicving thnt Tol mepens
ill th:t io huppenirg, und c.11» un o Tepuat with decds, we that Fir Foo.ca
B.y come to our lanmd. "

. Yours mincerely in the Scrvice of Christ,

oo 556
~~HE¥. J. Hussell
27, 9t. Jimea Streeat,

b ] 'T
IOTETOCK Capv Town. L-.- et s ULT fecee.: _ lith ~nril, 1977



27, St. James Street, WOOISTOCK: Cape, T925.
11th April, 1977.
= Fu!tlr donday.
TO: ALL CCNCRRMED

Dear Friemd, .
THE HIOT POLICE AND SUFFRES3ION OF TRITH

1 am distributicg this memorandum, prepared for Meabers of Farliament,
as widely aa posaible to varitoos teaders ib the commucity, because I
belisve this to Fe & matter which affects us all io 3 fendaseotal wiy.

I am sendicg this to you becauss I believe that you would want to bte

informed, aud [ hak you to.uss your {nfluence to ecaure that the
trutb is made Koowe it way which belps. to beal our situatioc.

Yours sinmcerely lc Christ,

;:;;L _ t:h-}*fff

Bav. D. Hussell




