T0 HIS LORDSHIP BISHOP P.J. BUTHELEZI

ﬁ LETTER: ON DAY OF CONSECRATION, OCTOBER 22nd,

The occeslion of your comsecrction as Bleck Auxilliary
Bishop of the second 1 rgest city in Africa, cnd
pace-ssttex city of South Africa, Johannesburg, is of
great importance, not only to the Catholie Church,
but also to the ﬁ}.&gk millions in this country.

Black people regard your achievement and appointment
to this. tion in p Church seething with racial
diecri end Judice, 28 & breakthrough in
this lat petup where the Black man's inferiority,
g.. #.,0f his colour, is accepted for a gospel.

3 _{;i‘blnm up by your appocintment and accep-
tance of this position. For 8 we thenk His Holiness
Pope Paul VI.

f-"""ii,“-;lll‘:"".h_ ]
ack ﬂ#alp'licl all over the country welcome your
nhpqin*t;ud-upeat Whites to do the e.me.
.ty N

Ve Bﬁ l;lﬂ' that, donveniently, White porishes in
the
e

ccesd of your domein and ell over the country,
laim that they belong to & non-recial Cctholic
~. ¥8t, at the same time, we are fully aware
of. the 11¢ hypocracy of this non-recielism of the
White d ted Cgtholic Church in South Africe.
f E

Is it pot 4% thie country end in the very Church in
which you. now appointed Auxilliary Bishop, dear

Rlack’ sy that our Black Cctholic echcol teachers
dre pal ‘{olnl' poverty-datum-line? They earn less
thap in Government schools (who also live

below breadline). The bud.et for tue entire Black

education in the Church is fcr less than cost of
rmutpt;l_;ngn White Cectholic school.

!

AL e 3 s L
Is !i:g ‘4his country end in your Diocede that
Vhite Iio employers are among those exploiters
of Black?labourerus - disregarding thct these are umen
with famgilies to-look after? The economic conditions
of Bl ack workers should sting end prick the conscience
of Chriptian in this country. Justice cnd
fai -must be done to %the Black workers in zll
sectors of dabour.

It ie in this very Church thut wu observe Black
priests generally treécted like altarboys by some White
este. It 'is in this Diocese that Black leedership
8 labelled "political" and stooses cre appointed -
against the will of the people - to serve on the
Justice and Peace Comwission end on Parish Councils
because the White BEishop resents crticulcte Blacks.

We find dispcrity between Black and Wwhite facilities

in the Church rezlly shocking. The very Church buildings
in which your huuble con,.re.aticus - your Black brotne:re
and eisters proy, Cowptred to w.ite cnes, oare "wodernised
catacomba," This soes for our schools znd sewinories.
These are a few conditions into which you care appointed
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auxilliary Bishop.

Having poiunted out just these few anomolies in the
Church, we wiah to point out th.t your presence, to
the Blucks at least, in tne hierarchy, should serve
to eradicate thew all and thet this should be done

immediately.

¥e call for complete change of racist attltudes and
revision Qf velues in the Catholic Church and other

Chris titutions in thie country. Bishops and
clergy 4 pey" more attention and inzerest in the
socip=-ec conditions of the Black man. A

seneral dpounciation of privileges, weelt. ond comfort
enjoyed by te bishops and prieste in the Church.

And, .wg’ 1 gur Rlack Bishop &nd priests not to fall
into %tha ortabls seats of their White predecessors

to ini:lrl ¢ of their own down-trodden Bl-ck brothers
and 5

We, the Bliok Catholics, will watch devglopments in

these’  ‘'where we Are still rexcracdias "things"
and £ tcke a stand thet will oppose White
rﬂciul{lnd-}laninm.in the Church. We are, nevertheless

preparvd, with you at the hela, to participate fully
in the reatoration of justice and rucicl harwony in

the But, we Are reluct.nt to, or wilil never
acoe tyation of white winority doaination
at-all’ .0f our activity within the Chwuic. a8

ahown - & B Very occasslon of your consecretion.
We s Bt this stage not fully cunweraent with your
atptu ¥g truat that you will be & true spirituc.
leader';~ . to meet us At all levels, able to con-
Hﬁgl! , elings, respect our diguity, have tiae
b 4 u pat just appecr at our parisnes 1or hasty

nnnriﬁg{!;gp earemonies and then disappear into your
own eccleaimsstical world.

We also hope thet you will bring sense into scoe
Whi te a%s to stop planting seeds of resentment
and hos into the hearts of our Black mothers
end fathers influencing them to write ledters

to dipown pg, their very sons ¢.d daughters, reject

BOmLe | Jrieats and dissociate thewselves frou
Bleck le ship. The Blick coaw.unity shall hove

no vccancies for euch priests. We do not want their
service. are apostles of racism, hatred <nd
evil. r cuntinued presence and uncontrolled

activity ‘aball mislead wnd corrupt the thinkin
Black cogaunity, g ©

It is not our desire to use public cnd seculor channels
to voige our grievances in the Church, but since
Catholic channels are rvhite controlled and shut to

us, we find ourselvas left w»itu nc clternative but to
wash our dirty linen and hong it in pubiic. Dialogue
nust be opened betwecn hierarcly ond Bluck lewders in
the Church. Bleck opinion must lecd and give direc-
tion to the Church - for the Church wust rell intu

the hands of the ind.genous.

Our fervent wish at this oocwert 1. tuat you snouad
feel heartily welcowed thu ccepted Ly Us BiicCke



¥

in particuler. We need your spiritucl guidance and
leadership in various spheres of our lives. .We call
upon your couplete identification witn us, with our
struggle and aspirations. Pray for us to regain our
foith in the Church. Help us to bring Christ and
Christian values back into the Citholic Church in
South. Africa.

You, perhape, are the only voice we ccn listen to as
others have already made up their winds to 1lguore us.
te assure you of our allegiance and respect for
authority. But we cannot tolerate and shill vigorous-
Iy reject authoritarianisa.

We resent to referred to as a "pressure group". We
are just frank Catholice, baptised in the Name of

the Father and the Son and the Holy Chost and expres-
8ing their Christien faith.

Qur se i to see Justice done and peace restored
to peoples in the Church and country.

May God bdless you in this your new position.
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