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THE SOUTH AFRICAN FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION
A Short History - Continued

Te
FROM__TL 1 -1

‘!h-_!_l_tmn}_g_ to0 Survive

"Most of us went to Wilgespruit feeling depressed .. We cane sway ...
feeling extremely hopeful."” That's how the outgoing Seoretary, Tomy Cottam,
desoribed the SAFOR Conferenoce, held at Wilgespruit Fellowship Cemtre om

14th and 15th December 1963, which triea to rebuild the movememt after Dr.
Blaxall's conviotion and resignation.

Notes of the discuseion showed how successfully Blaxall had re-directed the
SAFOR's attention from international wars to South Africa's

recially-based
injustices -~ which had grown apace in the past decade. But as yet members
etill did not know what to do about it, except pray. Ko programme of hotiom
was in sight, Survival socmed more important, The organisation at that time
counted 65 members and 37 associatos, with another 40 names untrecsables.

0f the dosen people present at Wilgospruit thore waas one new—oomer, the Rev
Danis Walker, a Mcthodist ministor on the point of switching to commercial
activity. He carrind a Minute from the East London group pominating him

as Hon Sccretary, which seemed to solve tho organisational problem. MNary
Tidor oontinuod as Hon Treasuror from distant Pretoria and the meeting elected
in. absentia John Shingler - an Estate Agent and City Counmcillor of East London
88 Chairman and John Hallidry of Johannesburg as a committoo moaber. Tho
proeant writer, then also in EFast London, wng subsequently oco-opted.

It 4id pot last long. By the end of 1964 . John Shingler had resigned and
Denis wWolker was in Rhodesia wherce he later cmerged as Minister of BEducation

-.. lan Saith's UDI government. The Rev Rodney Baumeister, who took his placo
& Acting Sccrotary, had moved to Johanncsbirg,

wran Arthur Blaxall's shin had nnssed through Zast London en route to the
Uritod Kingd-m in Fobruary 1964 I had tockled him about his oontimuing on tho
2euncil 2f the IFOR in vicw of the problem this would oroate as we tried to
r-cetablisk thc movomont's pacifiet credibility. He graciously resignod that
ns8ition, I mct him ngnin in London in 1969, at 78 years of ago still
ooncorced rbout creating a better world, but I notod with rogret his signature

an & 1970 British Council of Churchce study paper which statod: "There can bo
& just revolution (vivlence implicd - RR) as woll as a just war”,

Froe & senso of loyalty to Arthur and nll that ho had beem for the SANR

I hesitantly agreed, ot the recuost of tho two romaining committee mombors
~nd with the approval of tho IFOR, to function as "Chairman-Organiser™ until
somcthing mere eclid could be arranged, (What follows is therefore writtem in
the first perscn,)

3cpe Activity

Ono effort mode during Donis Wrnlker's timec wae the publication of a brief
lonflet advieing churchus of the inndogquate provieion in tho Defenoco Act thot
would nffoct many oconeciuntious objeotors (CO0'e) in thoir ranks. We postoed
this leaflet to cbout 5000 minietere of various denominations, Throo reoplive
ocame back, two of thom critionl of our actioni

But later, under the Gemeral Soorotaryship of Biship Fill Burnett, tho 3ACC
bogon to teke up the @ ocause., Church pleas lod oventunlly to an amendmont
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of the Defence Aot in 1971 whioh meant that Jehowah's Witnesses (the caly emes

than resisting call-up) would serve a onoe-only sentence instead of beimg
repeatedly jailed,

At that time I was piloneering the first racislly integreted congregatiom of
tho Preshyterian Church and was also Seoretary of a committes nagotistiag
union betwean throo Preshyterian bodies in South Africa. I was able %o giwve
only one rogular day por month to SAFOR work. It was a holding operetiom,
waiting for an opportunity to get moving.

Tho quarterly Nows Lettor was rogularly producod and sent, in additiom, to
somCc 25 FORs in other countries., When travelling on church usineas or on
holiday I visitod groups in Cape Town and Johannosburg, tut we largoly losf
touch with the Indinn and Afrioan friends of Blaxall's timo. They appear to
have joined morc becausc of his porsonal aotivity in other fields thanm for
any great nttraction thnt tho FOR held for them.

Ourrent Evapts

On the national soeme tho Minister of Defence was saying "In times of
eporgancy there is only ono placo for evory South African (’llhl.‘h, of course) -
bohind tho butt of n riflo.” In Scptember 1966 a national plan for the "com~
ailecry oalle-uap of all ablo-bodiod young South African men" was anmounoced in
Parliament and a yoar later thc new Ministor of Dofanoe, P W Botha, intimated
th¢ extansion of military training to womon volunteers.

Or. such iasues some group mombers wroto persistently to the Press, as I also
did. But it was mostly roactive; I mysclf wzs slowly finding my way from
doctrinaire pacifism to nonviolent direct aotion and did not give much of a

lec2, Meanwhilc the growth of grand apartheid survivod tho 1966 assassination
2f ite chicef architcct, Dr H F Verwocrd,

The Rhodesian Unilatoral Declaration of Indopendencc (UDI) that same year lod

1o cur saall group in that oountry forming themsclves into the Rhodosian
Fellowship of Ruoonciliation to mcot the challengo of the civil war precipitatod

bty that declaration, One of thoir mombors, Richard Knottembelt, a teacher,
wrs later (1977) joiled for refusing military service,

Purther away the 1968 "Spring of Prague" provided the world with one of its
first mndern demonstratisne of tho powor of spontaneous, though untrained,
n~nvizlanoe -n a natiocnnl sccle ngainst o ruthless oppressor., This backod up

the claims »f sociologist Gone Sharp for non-military nntiopal defonoe set out
in his 13695 pnper "The Politioal Equivalont of War = Civilian Defenocc™.

Inside South Africea Mr Nana Sita of Proetoria, applying Candhian sa to
roesist the Grup Aroas Aot, was jniled thrico (1962, 1963 & 19677. EtEnr

iscl~ted cases -f similar roeistnnoo followod, including Mr Mohammod S Bhana
2f Prngoview, Jchannosturg in 1967. Thoy woro oventunlly evicted from their
homes, but had stirrod conscicnces that lator took notinn,

L,Ezd ¢cr Preossurc

Thoso were the days whon detontion without trial wns introduced and tho security
marctus sat bard on many ~rornisations.

In 1966 tho Amorican FOR supplied mc with 1000 copies of a oolour piloturo
booklet nn Martin Luther King and tho Montgomory Bus Boycott. I menaged to
distribute moro than 700 to hundreds of ingivigunlﬂ M#mru it was bannod.

In addition to the Montgnmory Story it briefl covered Gandhi's oampaigns and

then explainod how to practise nonviol no knows how many minds wore
influanced Wy it. (Black & white pho: nilable for interested readors

as R3 per oopy)
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That year the Rev Andrd Troomé, IFOR's Scoretary for Nurope, famed foo
rofugo in his ohuroh to Jows during tho Nasi oocupation of Fremoce, uwag

a visa to visit us and to travel through SA to conduoct a Church seninay I
Lesotho, In 1968 the dnglioon Bishop of Damaraland, Robert Nise, and leme
Dutch anti-apartheid demonestrator Appolonia Bydsse of Johamnesimrg wese
doportod, Both wero mombers of our Followship, But the Governmsmt davel mot
provant a visit YWy pooifist Pastor Martin NiemSllor, a co-President of e
World Council of Churchos, in 1966. Ho nssorted in public meetings that resise
posod a greator throot to world peaco than the Enst-iest ideological comfliiet,

Those years saw tho suspicious doath of Albert Luthuli (1967) and the
assassination of Martin Luthor King (1968). In Ootober 1969 I was giveam a
speaking opportunity and good press covorage in the Enst Lomdom commmity®s
cclobration of anothor assassinotod nonvicolcnoo leader - GCandhi himself.

Ry mcil and movemonts were under oonstant Security Police surveillsmoe. They
tock advantage of the banning of the Defence and Aid Pund im 1966 to0 have
sevon man soarch my homo for a full morning., Similar searches of his office
hrd boen experionced by Dr.Blaxall, In 1969 thoy btrought a charge against me
under the Buppression of Communism Aot but withdrew it the day before tho trial

when it was clear that it could not succoed, Instead my passport was rofuscd
whon it ocxpired the naxt yoar,

an-thor Conforomce

B the end »f 1968 we oould count 44 members of whom 8 wore black and 26
>ss-ciatc mombors of whom 6 were black. Dospite this decline the Committse,
which hod nat met since my appointment as Chairman~Organiser and consisted
now only of Mary Elder and John Halliday both in tho PWV area, agreod that
w2 =711 anothor natiosnal Conforence in Johannesturg where post meabers were
ccnocuntratod. We met in S5t.Alban's Church, Ferroirastown in Septembor 1970.
™c: dmy bafore tho Conforence (3rd Scptomber) the WCC's Progresmmso to Combet
Aasism aan-unced its first grants to various anti-racist organisations
irclucding the ANC and PAC. Lending South African churochmen hastanad to
Cisass-cinte themsclvee from this aotion and professoed their support for non-

vizlemt s>luti~ne, Nalvoly we thought that our opportunity had ocomo,

"Though we did not discuss tho (PCR) issuc in dotail,” I wrote in the next News
Lectter, "it symbolised tho fact that the SAFOR is no longer primarily concermmcd
witk ctneciontious objoction in past World Wara or in a possible Third World
W~ but rether with non-violont actiosn for reoconciliation in our loeal
erbryonic wnr situation,.”

Prsi Mcorhousc, prominont in British FOR and now representing the Rhodosian
FOZ, wne prcecnt amcng the twenty participants, as slsc wns Dr,Basil Moore,
e, Miethzdiet minister scn to be banncd ond & into oxile,

It was a lively mceting, It elocted the Rov Coirio Mayson (thom Joint Socrotrry
€ the Methodist Chrietinn Citizonship Denartment) as the now Chairman and
Vie Silvcreten, formorly our Hon Auditor, ns Sccrotary/Treasurer. 0On the now

ocmeittcc worc the Hev Jerry Letlabika, Mary Elder, John Halliday and mysclf
28 n oorresponding moember.

I roturnod to East London much rolioved and with hopo, But tho new committoo
ncver met and the Nows Letter ccasod, tho now officinle being so heavily
ocmmittod to othor prioritius.

Of thoso times John Hnllidmy writos: "It wns n diffioult tropnesition from the
concopt that we should not usc violonce = + “ticulnr, arma - in defanoe of
our own positizn, to realising thnt wo hi. untin of injustico imposod

upon our puighbours by vursclves thmugh roprosontativos. I romomber
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Clifford Woloh (minister of the Contral Congregational Church, J i
working very hard to persuade his (whito) ocongregation to come out with kim %0
Sowoeto to 8co what was going on. The trouble was that what was going on was

n formalised coxtonsion of a situation that had been in existamoe for the _
lifetimc of his ocongrogation and it was very difficult to get amyome %o mes 18
ag s.mothing that nooded attention. Those who wore slowly roalising the
injustice of the situation felt themselves terribly isolated, lone woioces

with a tosk that seemod boyond them., Most others rofusod to soe because to
soc wiuld inwolve ohange that would bo hard work and costly.”

Intc Hocosse -

Th: 1963 Wilgespruit Conforonce had notod that the omergenco of the Christism
Institute (CI) wae o moesuro of tho failure of tho SAFOR to do its reconoiling”
=t opene tho ohurches and to touch tho Afrikaner poople. So im 19T3 I
Sugsceted 1o the romnants of tho committoe that the honest thing %o do was to
£- into recess in favour of tho CI. It had olemcnts of noneviolemoe in its
tnizking and mnny of us werc already in its membership. Codric NMeyson

-

sinaustod A poll among membere and all responscs wero in fawour of this sove,
27 L37€ Cedric was Editor of the CI's monthly publication Pro Veritate, and I
od

wos ~ughod irt: the Chair of its National Council just bofore 1% was bamn
tober 1977, This banning moant that all cur records, which had been .

<2 witk the CI "for safo keoping", disappoarod into tho maw of tho Soourity
¢ »t Jshn Vereter Square, Dospite efforte on my part they werce nover

:'r v B
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¢ 2nye we 2il not kmow what ts do about bannings, doportations, wvisn
2 rosenrt refisele nnd cthor administrative injustioces, let alone tho largor
LY . Ten yemrs hnd rllod by and wo had learnod wory little, done
+hé &ni not survived,

FITTIeTEly the International FOR had not forgottan South Africa apnd in the

TIXT Lictalc we wor: t> loarn from their internationsl axperts that any
anragsice zould Yo (ffsztively overcome by poraistont noovislant direast actico.
WoiIZ 2t lnet wee whet tho soattored rommant bepan to do,

hoxt ITae.ct The Atle of the IFOR in South Africa'e Strugele, (Part I, 1974=1383)




A Bhort History - Contimed

T™HE ROLE OF THE mmamng, y,0.R, IN SOUTH AFRICA'S STNUOGLE
Part T }ﬂﬂﬁ!

The End of the Christian Institute

The Christian Institute (CI) was the ocontasot organisation ia Somuth o Ver
the SAFOR went into recess, tut it wes under severe prespure from the Govermment.

First it was declared an "affeoted orgenisation" in Nay 1975 vhich meamt thet it
oould no longer legally roceive funding from outside the ocountry. of

urting the CI, this actually throw it baok on its owm resources, eagaged its

staff rorc cffoctively with its membership and about doubled its finanoial
surrort {rom within South Afrioa. _

So when the next group of organisations was ripe for banning, following the doath
of BElaok Comsciousnoss leador Stove Biko at the hands of the Security Polioe,

the CI was included. It was the only one of the 18 organisations them bamned
which had any whitec mombers. Its Goneral Seoretary, Dr Beyors Nandé, was banndll
along with Codric Mayson and five other whitoa prominent in liberation efforts.

ts monthly publication Pro Voritato was also banned. That was the 19th of
Amtaree 1977,

Witk jJust e month's exporience as Chairman of the CI's National Counoil, I
scnsidered simply clling the noxt meoting of its Executive Committee duc on 5th
Novembor and teking the oonsoquences. I drew up an ngonda on which the first

223or 1tom of bmaincss was the banning of the CI and preparcd to send a copy of
this %o tke Security Pclice to obviate any suepiocion of moorecy,

Toan I oonsulted a sympathctic Senior Counsecl, I was told that the Aot undor
whick I would prosocited now stipulatod a mandatory sontence of ome yoar (o
mrximnp of tam), that J.wgos wurl intorproting this to moan that the one yoar
oculd mot be esuspemdod cid that I would probably got two yoars, It would be o
cxm aciion for whioh I would got anything but & token semtanoe,

<+ 18 onc of the major res-ote of my life that I funked it. With subsequont

@ r-mmee 5f oourt appearinces, and of tho caution lawyers oxercise in respaoct
of their cliznis, I rozclisc that the imprisonmont of a ministor of tho Pregbhyvtor-
ien Church for euch clear civil disobodionoo would have orsated a major dilcoma
for the 3tatc, Thiey would have found a way to shorton or ovam olimimato tho
incarceration. Alzo irpriwr-ent might havo turned tho tido against tho wholc
banning procces, the tido of national affairs having alroady turncd on 16th Junc
the provious year., 4as it wae, we had to wait a deoade for tho dofiance of

banning to begin.
IFOR to the Hoscus

With the CI gonc, thc IFOR naked me to bo thoir "Contact Porson” in South Africa,

gave oconstant enccursgemert and prooceeded to offer us, at their expemse, ihe
exnertise of remarvatle vi:iitore from overseas,
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Tho first was Uli Honos, the IFOR's staffporson with spocial responsibili

Africa, Ho pald two visits in tho lato 1970s and kept in touch with me "H’“ﬁl'
yoars as our offorts doveloped. In 1980 ho distributed world wide 60,000 labsls

to which a koy oould bo attachod for posting to South African embassies. The

1zbol quotod Isaiah 4217 "Bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prisom

thoso who #it in darknmoss" and called for tho release of people detained umder
soourity legislation,

"If you think somothing aught to be dono, you should do it yourself,” said Will
wnrrem, An Emglish Quaker, who was tho next to be sponsored and scnt hy tho IJOR.
He nrrivod at Jan Smuts Airport in Novembor 1978 on & ono~way ticket with all his

lugzage in a rTucksack, Ho wis T2 and without medical assistance had just survivod
s hoart attack - hcenec tho ono-way tiokotl

Wiil hoc spont tho six yoars sinco his rotiroment working almost solo in Londone
dirryy, ¥. Ircland, and had a etory to toll of romarkable intervemtions in that
>ountry's wviclont conflicts. (Soce "Will Warrem - a Scrapbook ocompilod by Jolm
Loy and publishod hy Qurkcer Home Servico, London 19831),

nnilz sharing his cxporiences and understanding of nonvislonco with groups in
S:uth Africa ho bkad a further two hoart attnoks, 4s ho lay recovering inm tho J.GC.

- .
i . L

Siryace Hospital T was inspired by his commitment to move onto the pavemant wish

“Lo cvictad Naldu family in an action thnt, in carly 1979, turnod tho tide
Aondingt the Srouwp Aroans Act (desoribed in Non-Violemco News, Mirst Quarter 1994).
wi.l returnod 1o tho Unitod Xingdom but died within a yonor,

~ihy Coticz, & closo associato of Dr Martin Luther King in tho US Civil Rights
novendnt, wos IFUR'e noxt offur of help made in October 1579, to be sponsorad
¥ the Erman Catholic Church., A visa refusal in Pobruary 1980 stopped hor
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2 >ss=V¥ayr, then Travelling Secrotary for tho IFOR and its
tative ot tho Vatican, probably hod tho greatost influence in prometinz
nt azti-n for liberntisn in 3cuth LAfrice,
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fuetrir, through the Germen occupation and the Wer, fallowod hy
inrn occuprntion. In the 19508 sho pioncored East-wWeat contact

n Burpe. In the 608 and 70s she and her husband Jean Goss

Exeughout Latin Jacrica developing nonvioclont actione and highly effoctive

cTenriestiing amorng tac puor ta avercomce injustice apd oxplaitation.
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I 1375 ske"lestrclic Conmmissicn for Justioo and Poaco in Rhodesia™, on tho
initiatiwe f Tisnz; Lannnt, triod to sot up for J-hn and Hildogard an intcnsive
sradning poieTeroe in active nonvi-lencoe re A contribution to the offort t- Hbiain
Siterati-n by ploseful morns.  However tho dcal was not struck, Tho guerilla woar
it Pollowod onst 23,000 lives and procipitotod the axodus of 60% of the whitc
cpuleaticno.

L mumble and gontlo porscn, her low profileo cnablod Hildegard to pay visits to
5-uth Africa ir 1978 and 1350, She wns hostod ond supported Wy the Catholic
Church -f wkich sbc is part, With convincing illustrations from hor exporicncce
in Stuth Amcricn, perticularly Bragzil, sho inspirod church noctiviste around th.
gountry end nlsr gnwve us n modol tralning progremme £or ongaging in nonviolont
d4pcet mctisn -z almoet any iusuo of injustioce or vinlonce (Scue "Notcs f-r o
workahop ~n Aztive Nonviolance" ~btainablo from the IFOR, Alkmnar, FRetherlands).
Hildugnrd ie n-w Honwrary Prosidont »f tho IFOR.

Fere and there peoplc bogan to put her programmo into act. n, such as perplu
ruaisting sguatter cnmp demnlitiona in Cape Town and a Johannesbur ?-m@ af
soven who landed in ocurt for resioting the romovel of Indian and go oured pornlu
from Pogeview in 1979, Slowly we were learning and aoting.



13.

ind thon Erio came from Gormany in mid 1981, This young se'es ssubew
ongrged with tho growing rowlt among high school pupdls in disadventaged
communities. Somc of thoso young poople led later actioms that halped tummie
comparctively peaceful transition in South Africa. WEric alsc gawe uws idens apil
tools for planning and stratogy in nonviolemt social actions.

our '8 lo

A1l this imput meshed helpfully with thoe dewelop struggle in countiry .
a:a..pln: in Iﬁq’“lBTE a "M on War l‘lﬂ-'PllﬂlPEl- nrﬂn;lﬂ 'i.lmhi Tomm wor

inwlving among othors Prof Paul Haro, co=author of "Nonviolent Direct Actiom™
(Corpus Books 1968), Dr Allan Boesak, later %o lead the Unitoed Domooretio Promt
which initiatod wido-scalo non-violont resistance to apartheid, and Dr Jemes
Mouldor who had an early influonce on tho Consoientious Objoction movement.

Following the 1977 banning of the CI and tho Black Conscicusnoss orgemisatiomns,

the Programme to Combat Racism of tho World Council of Clmrohes put out a paper
~=titlod "South Africa's Hopo = Whrnt Prioco Now?" in which nonviolence was dosoribed
n8 a failod policy which should be roplacod with a theology of the "just rowlution®,

Tho cautious rosponse of tho SACC was to sot up a"Study Commission on Violemoo and
Bon-Violance™,

By tLc and of 1978 I was convaning this Commission and hod a mandate to drop the
argutiat about the rolative morals and morits of violonce and pon-wiolemoce in fawour
of sixly reporting and promoting instancos of nonviolent dircot action. Prom this
arsss tha cunrterly nows letter Non-Violenco Nows which is carrying this prosont
rict ry. It never had & wido ciroulation but did gc to several poresons who are now
e *re govornoont of tho land,

The Convenership of this Commission gave mo opportunity to touch the main oentros
»f th. country with ecminars basced on what Hildegnrd and Erio had tanght us, It
2l Tut mo in a positisn to oco—ordinatc the support of the oburchee for young acn
gcins to jnil rather than sorve in the SA Defonco Force (That story appeare in morc
dctail in Non=Violonce Nowe, Pirst Quartor 1994). Hore agnin tho IFOR was totnlly
FupoTtive, providing data >n 00 legislation round tho world and news of cmerging
Btrucslees in countries still at that time refusing roocognition to 0s (such as
Switzcrland, Spain and the thon USSR, )

IPOR's publicity given to the imprisonment of objootor Charles Yeats resulted in
thousrnde »f lottors boing sont to him, mll of which had to be read Wy tho officcr
iz chario 57 the Detontisn Barracka, This officer pald a midnight vielt to Teats
in hie ocll %> tell him how douply the lottors had moved him.

IPOAR'e guartcerly magngine, IFUR Roport, als) found its way to scoveral koy perscons
in t*5 liwrotizcn movezonts, They may not have sharod its total commitment to
“.w/izlunco, but oould pick up idoas for offcctivo aotion from ite colums., Its
issuce 2 March 1578 and July 1979 woro totally doevotod to tho South Afriocan

eitu~tisn, and thosc of Octobor 1980, Decombor 1585 and April 1988 wero largely
ao dovotod,

Ckanzing the Bosis

The criginal basic of tho IPOR has alrondy boon roforrod to., The SAFOR basis road
as followsi

The Pollowaship »f Roosnoilintion is a body nf Christian pooplo who, without
btinding thomsclves to an vxact form of words, nffirmi-

That Love, as rovenled in the lifc and donth »f Josus Christ, is the supromo
sowor by which ovil cnn bo nveroome, and the only suffioient basis for human

scolioty.

That, thoreforo, thoy find themsolvos unablo to tako part in any war but that
loyalty to ocountry, humenity, thoe Churoh Univorsal and to Josus Christ, oalls
thom 40 & life of servico for tho onthronoment of Love in personal, sooial,
commeroial, natisnal and intermational 1life.
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Tho SAFOR enrolled as Associatos thoso persons inm sympathy with its siss wbo
novortholoss could not mako this affirmation. Soversal persons of Hinds belief

woro mo associatod and also somo who did not see thamsclwves as thorough-goiag
pacifists.

By 1963 the Amorioan FOR had suggestod that the specifically Christism tesis
should be widened to inolude othar faiths., Aftor years of disoussion spd comsult-
ation with national branchos the IFOR Coumoil deocided that IFOR would in the future
40lcomo not only Christians but pacifiste of other religious traditioms. Batiomal
branches wore still froo to decide whother to retaim the spoocifically Christism

basis (as is thc onsoc,for example, with the English FOR), to adopt the inter-faith
position or to constitute thomsclvos on tho basis of another specific belief.

The Jewish Peaco Followship had already grown up within the JOR in the Uaited
3tatos. The Vietnam War rovoalod how offeotive Buddhists were whem cosmitted %o
nonviolant aotion and a Buddhiet Pcaoce Followship was foundod withia the
Followship of Rooonciliation. It now oxists in Australias, the USA, Asia and
Burono. In Bangladosh tho IFOR branch named Samprooti woloomes Noslems, Rincus
ond Christians. Soveral Afriomn groups includo mombers of various faiths and &
Muslim Pence PFellowship has rocontly beon founded in tho United States.

By 1977 tho IFOR dosoribod itsclf as

a transnntional religious community committed to nonviclenocc as a pﬂnﬂpla'
2f life for a world oommunity of ponco and liboration. Our vision is rootod
in tho varicus traditions of faith from which we aro drasm, Wo inolude

Christiane, Jows, Buddhiste, Gandhinns as woll as those of non=-traditional
sonvictions.,

Tho IFCR ourrently desoribos itsclf as

an intermaticnal, epiritunlly-bascd movemant of women and men committed to

netive nonviclance as a way of lifc and as a moans of personal, social and
T2iiticel changeo,

& Bew Mvenoo

Tw> -f South Africa's carly consciontious objootors woro Baptists, Richard Stoelo
zni his oousin Peter Moll., Their patiant resistanco succeedod in changing the

rdnd 9f the Chief of the SA Defonce Forco on tho CO issue. When theay came out of
Dctention Barrecks early in 1981 I found monoy for them both to go overseas for
sonc training ond exporience in nonviolonce. Onoc thore, their exponsos wore

ot ancd all arrangemants mado by tho IFOR. and its local branchos.

Peter spent &ix months in Letin iAmerica, mostly in Brasil, Richard, after a spoll
with kim ir Brasil, wont to tho USA and Burope for an axtonded perisd of intensc
cisscwvory cod confirmotion o5f the belliefe thot bnd mado him refuse to do military
Bcrvice, Eco rcturnod to South Africa in 1983,

At this time I was minister of St.Antony's Unitod Church in Pagoviow, Johonnosburg.
Inshirod by ite Scripturnl cmphasis on nonvioslounoco and the acoompanying dirocot
action of sevoral »f its membors, Anitn Kromborg, another of its nuaber, began

work as an IPOR etaffocrecn in South Africa in February 1983, She was later
joinod Wy Richard Steelo.

In & eimple Queker sorvico in 1986 theso two committod thoir lives to each othor,
to Ood and to the South Afrionn osmmunity. Tho roet of the story bolongs to thom.
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™E ROLE OF INTERNA PFoi R
Elrtu g ;ﬂﬂﬂ:

In putting together this short history no olaim is made that the

or the IVOR through its South African staff, represented amyiking like the
whole of non~violent resistance to Apartheid. Many isdi

ad politiocal parties resorted to non-violent methods. ey his -

rinciple, in other casos out of necessity realising that violence had me hepe of
OO ass .

iowever, the final decade dosoribed here was the point at which the FOR's
)VOr many Yyears bogan to boar ite most tangiblo fruit. Richard Steale and I hawve
wgreod that, since it is moro rooont history, this final seoction should consist

aimply of tho report written by Anita and himsolf doscribing their work as IJOR
staff through this decczde,

To this Roport, however, I would like to add two brief sectiocns.

(1) In paregraph B.4 Richard and Anita have been ocharacteristiocally modest.

Pirgtly, tho "loophole" that lawyors found to achieve their reloase was bascd
solidly on the character of theso two people. The Internal Seocurity Aot, Secotion
>3, provided for irdefinite dotention without trial wherc there was"reason to believe
that those detainod had committod, intendod to0 commit or had informstion om the
commission of mote of violanoo or terrorism.”

Feras~ae' . of high publio intogrity produced affidavits conocorning the comxitaant of
thosc two workers to oaonviolonoo and poacemaking which convinced the Supress Court
that thare wero no reasonable grounds for so believing. Thelr release was ordorod
a8 a result of this,

Seconily, Anita and Richard were the 1991 rocipients of tho US-basod Pfaffer Pceuoe
Prisc, This is given annually to "pcresons or groups of any nation who havo
dedicatod thelr enorgles end passions to btuilding poace by nonviclent moans.

It includes ar award of Us & 2,500,

(2) Sigmificant IFOR wisitors to Scuth Africea duriig ihis deocade were DMans Pranocig,
toe IFOE Presidemt, in 138€, £nd Richard Leats and Walter Wink in 1985, Dians
came or & private vieit to o 1sul. with and oncournge Richard and Anite.

Prefessor Walter Wink had vieitod South Afrioca in 1985 under the auspices of thc
Moinociet Church ard subsoquently wrote Jesus' Third Way - Tho Relevanoe of Non-
violance in South Afri~a Today. Tho first edition was printed in tho U3d and postec
t5 3000 ipndividuals in South Africa and a subsoquont odition was made Ry tho
Nethodimt Publisking E-ouse in Cocpo Town.

Richnrd and init: arronged for Weltor to return in 1988 to prosent a workahop oo

the subjoct of tho bock for leading church sotiviete. Booause he was refusod a visa
this was hold in Losctho., About 35 koy poople attendod and wont home to South
Africe to sproond nie porcoptions of how monviolanoe could obange our situation,

Waltor was aocompaniod by thoe Rov Richard Dcats who gave a firet hand acocount of
how half & million Philipinos frrined 1n nonviclonce hed ovorthrown the Maroos
rogimc with a loss of only 121 livee, Their trnining bad boon indtlated largoly
ty HBichard hi=ecl? and by Hildogard CGoss—Mayr.

Both Wink and Doats wore in tho wings at tho formation of tho Standing for thc Truth
Camprign 4in May 1956 at whioh the ohurohos and tho SACC committed themsalves to
activo nonviolent direct aotion for tho onding of Apartheid.
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SXCERPTS: FINAL REPORT, THE IFOR SQUTH AFRICA PROJECT .

Anita Kromberg and Richard Steele
i February 1983 - 31 January 1993

o, OVERVIEW

1. Fiiint::r-r

The South African Fellowship of Reconciliation existed until 1977,
~hen it collapsed after the banning of the Christian Institute
with which it was closely associated).

Rot Robtertson, a Presbyterian minister, served as 4 contact person

fcre IFOR from 15977 until the IFOR South African Project started in
1¥82.

Rob Robertson was a key figure in South Africa in promoting and
supporting CO. In 19681 he nelped arrange for conscientious
cbiectors Peter Moll and Richard Steele to visit Brazil, Europe andg
North Aserics under the auspices of the IFOR to study nonviolence
anc nonvioclent action. They visited the IFOR secretariat in
mlekmaar, Molliand,

~Nita Kromberg was a member of Rob Robertson's church and the
-crannesburg CO Support Group. She went on holidar to Europe in
1581, angd visited the |FOR Secretariat.

Tre Secretariat had & "South Africa Desk™, staffed by Uli Henes,
Ut when he left 1n 1981 the vacancy was not filled. During Anita s
“i18lt toc the Secretariat she was offered this Job, but chose not tc
tare LTt Decause she Jdid not want to leave Socuth Africa. However ,
Jiscussions Over the next two years between thae Secretariat, Anita

and other interested pecple in South Africa resulted 1n the barthn
st te South Africa Project,

Anita s eaployment began on | February 1983, with a learning tour
o Eurcpe ang the United States.

From | February 1983 to 31 October 1584 she was based 1n
Johannesdurg, working from home. In November 1984 the Project movec
tc an office in Durban, in the Ecumenical Centre.

Hichard, closely associated with the Project from the start, Joinecd

the staf! on & part-time basis on | January 19846 and on a full-time
Casis on 1 January 1987,

The IFDR otfice at the Ecumenical Centre was closed on 31 October
1992. The |FOR project ended formally on 31 January 1993.

"I““ﬂ“ﬁ]lhm“““i“—l_ﬂhm
navinience & & way of Be avd & & e o parsonal, toctl and polliosl change. IFOM has comuillaiive shais wilh e Lirded Mallers [ECOSOC |
sty Seceinisl  Bposstaa 30 V015 BX Alumas. The Metharianch. Telaphame (31-TH) 123014 Teletes (31-7TH 151900

l

P.O. Box 2681 Telaphone: 031-3015683 54 Gonmniesl Conin
4000 Durban Telolax: 031-3018811 29 B Andvens Shesl
South Adrica (ARention: IFOR) 401 Duhen
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To support existing psace and justice work, especially wmathin
the religious community.

To promote active nonviolence a4s a principle of life and as
an etffective strategy for social and political change.

To conduct seminars and workshops on nonviolence, nonviclent
direct action, conflict handling and psace work in general.
To gather resources on peace, justice, nonvioclence and
related issues ®.g9. books, magazines, articles, posters,
videos etc., and make these resources available for loan to
interested groups and individuals.

To host international and other visitors.

To attend IFOR Council meetings and other conferences and
educational events as appropriate.

To write articles and reports, keeping the local and
international IFOR network i1nformed of our activities and of
our perspective on political developments in South Africa.
To administer the IFOR office in Durban.

Modus ng.r;ngi

Our job title “"Fieldworkers"™ expresses the priority of the
Jjob = promoting nonviolence in practice.

A primary operating principle was that the Project would
resource existing groups rather than start another group.
Main reasons for this were:

When the Project began, understanding of, and syespathy for
nonviolence was low., Forming a group of the few who felt
comfortable with it would have isolated nonviolence - and
those individuals - rather than promoted it.

In accordance with the "salt"” and “leaven" principle, we
felt it was more important to resource activists in
existing organisation than to draw them out into another
gQroup.

We wanted to support already existing initiatives for
Justice and peace, encouraging them to grow in knowledge
and skills of nonviolence.

We felt we would be more acceptable as trainers 1f we were
independent - there being N0 threat then that we would
poach the members of other organ.sations.

We kept our roots as activists through being ordinary sembers

of other groups, such as the End Conscription Campaign, the

Conscientious Objector Support Group, the Conscription Advice

Service, the Black Sash, and Diakonia (a Durban-based
ecumenical church agency working on jJustice 1ssues).

We did not set up workshops ocurselves, but rather responded
to 1nvitations from existing Or ad hoc groups. This way, we
felt there would already be a clear interest and commitment
to nonviolence, and the organisational ability to follow-up
the training.

Our training style was experience based, participatory, and
action oriented.
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Administration: .

We managed all planning, training and office administration
ourselves.

Funding was from the Mennonite Central Comamittee (USA), Naw
York Friends Group (USA), Dreikoningsaktion (Austria) ang
Quaker Peace and Service (UK). Funds were held on our
behalf in an account with the FOR/USA. Money was sent to us
as per request. Ten percent of funds raised for the Project
were retained by the Secretariat for sxpenses there
relating to our work.

We did not charge for workshops, but we did regquest that
our travel costs be met i1t possible.

Working relationship with the Secretariat: our main statf
contact was Francoise Pottier. We submaitted reports to sach
Steering Committee meeting; attended International
Councils; attended Steering Committee meetings if we
happened to be in Europe at the appropriate time. Diana
Francis (IFDOR President at the tisme) visited us in 19846. In
recent years, we had a monthly telephone call with
Francoise. We received Steering Committee mailings in later
YRArs,

We attended the three [FOR-Africa regional mseetings.

we had a local “"reference group” in the sarly years, but
this was not sustained. We continued to consult local
supporters on an individual basis.

Brief description of
seminars/workshops offered by ug

lmntroduction to nonviolence and nonviolent action.
Preparation and training for nonviolent direct action.
Trainang of trainers - nonviolence and nonviolent action
Security training - preparation for police visits, arrest,
cetention,

T~e Bible ang violence/nonviolence.

Militarism - hOw Can we respond?

Counselling conscripts - 1nformation and skills,
—orecientious obj)ection to the payment of taxes.

-:vil Discbedience.

_reative conflict hanmdling.

Fear, despalir and empowerment - dealing witnh fear and other
blocrxages which inhibit us from acting for social change.
Jeveloping a strategy to move from concern to action,
Orgamisational skills training - developing creative and
carticipatcry methods of decision making, agenda planmning,
meeting facilitation, goal setting, evaluation etc,.
Feconciliation and peacemaking.

Livihg nNnonviclently 1n a violent society,

to

worestop length varied from one-and-a-half huur;alq davs .

5-

Groups we worked with

Gro.ps we worked with included: local churches, religious orders,

yOLER

BEiacs

and stugdent organisations, the End Conscription Campaign, the
Sash, Conscientious Objector Support Groups., the South

Aftrican Courcil ot Churches, Standing for the Truth Campaign,
P.etermaritzburg Agency for Christian Social Awareness, Diakonia,
Africa Enterprise, National Initiative for Reconciliation, OQuakers,
Methodist Christian Youth and Education Department, Methodist Order
ot Peacemakers, Catholic Justice and Peace Committees, Anglican



Justice and Reconciliatron Committees, Women for Pgaceful

Now, National Coalition of Women, World Conference on Religion and
Peace, South African Association for Conflict Intervention,
Empowaring for Reconciliation with Justice.

The groups were mainly multi-racial, although we also worked uith
all-bleck or all-white groups. '

S . General phases of Qur llﬁlﬂﬂi .

Our training work had three general esphases:

6.1. Nonviolent Direct Action training (including preparation for
arrest and detention) - up to February 1990, when
organisations such as the ANC and ECC were unbanned;

. Creative Conflict Handling, February 1990 - February 19923

o.
©.3. Reconciliation and Peacemaking, February 1992 - Janusry 1993.

A FJ

In the beginning we found that we had to stick very closely to the
pragmatic/strategic basis of nonviolence. Later, as nonviolent
action became more common, and as the effects of violence becase
mcre evident, we were able to work on a deeper level regarding the
moral amd religious prainciples underlying nonviolent action.

B. REFLECTIONS

1. when the [FOR South Africa Project first started, it was unique
in South Africa. There was N0 other aorganisation or institute
oftering nonviolence training, although various forms of
crganisational training were being offered. Nowadays,
~onviolence training (including contlict handling, mediation
and negotiation) 1s a major growth industry in South Africa.
Peacemaking and peace promotion has even become
.nstitutionalised on a national level through the National
~eace Accord. a national body set up by political parties, the
sovernment, the security forces, the churches and NGOs. The NPA
1% ar umbrella body for Regional and Local Dispute Resolution
—ommitiees.

F.1

-~ ma;cr shift 1n consclousness regarding nonviolent action
cccurrec i1n February 1988, when church leaders engaged in &
march or parliament led by Archbishop Tutu and Dr Frank
~ikan@e, This march was explicitly billead as a nonvioclent
crotest, arc took place i1n the midst of severe repression
2.r.ng tre State of Emergency. In June that year the South
~*r.can Courcil of Churches called an Emergency Convocation of
rurches " tc work on and develop effective nonviolent actions
o pressurize the SA government to the negotiation table ang
or the Crurch to refuse to collaborate with the unjust system
* apartheld”. wWe were asked to run an NVDA workshop during
" "a%t CorvocCation,., From then onwards, Nonviolent action became
m.CH mCre acceptable. Walter Wink s book "Jesus Third Way" was
CivCLiating during this period (wlth assistance from FOR/USA
a0 Rot Rchertson who arranged for 1t to be sent to every
iergypersor 1in churches belonging to the SACC). we believe
t=1% boor mace a significant contribution to this shift ain
ICMNSZiIOUSNESS. Walter Wink happened to be i1n the reglion at the
ri:me of the Cormvocation, s0O attended parts of i1t. He and
Hi:charog Deats led a workshop 1n Lesotho arranged by Ourselves,
the SACC, arg the Transformation Resource Centre 1n Maseru.,
~esCtho.
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We feel that the Aims listed in A2 above wers accomplished.

main achievements cdn be summarised as follows:
As activists we contributed a strong "nonviolence” analysis
to the groups we were members of, thus influsnging tham in
that directionj
As trainers we were able to interact with asny groups and
individuals all over South Africa, encouraging thee to grow
in self-confidence and in the knowledge and skills of
nonviolence. For instance, many of the 24 participants in Ethe
the two-week training for trainers course we ren in May 1909
became key figures in the mass civil disobedience activities
later that year, and are now leading figures in pesce and
reconciliation activities. We include in Appendix 1 an
extract from the May 1986 newsletter of the Pretoria branch
of the Black Sash which illustrates the sanner in which our
wOrkshops were received.
wWe were able to make a significant contribution to the
campaign for an end to conscription and suppart for
conscientious Objectors. This campaign played a major role in
undermining white support for apartheid and has sowed the
seeds for the development of a broader “peace sovesent“.
On a material level, the IFOR book collection in the
Ecumenical Resource Centre in Durban stands at 600 volumes.
The collection specialises in nonviolence, peace education,
~Omen § 1ssues and environmental issues. Although this
coilection remains the property of [FOR, we recossend that it
remain 1n the Ecumenical Resource Centre where it will be
managea on IFOR's behalf,

-~@ =f the most testing experiences of the last ten ymars was
~w” Jetertion by the police 1n Durban i1n October 1985. wWe were
cetaired unoer Section 29 of the Internal Security Act which
*ZrDagd access to family, lawyers or the courts. We were
ceta.~ed oecanse of pur amnti-military and peace work. Human
“.3"ts iawyers found e locphole i1n the Act, and the Supreme
-cw”t croered our release after 10 days in detention.

MAaJOR LEARNINGS

e importance of weeping one foot 1n activism and the other 1n
training. This experience gave us consliderable authority as
Trairers, &aN0 a.$%0 kept us 1n touch with grassroots concerns
a"2 azZtivism, Being members of local groups also gave us 4
se~s® o* commurity and support.

"re DOwer 0t concentrating on challenging and conscientizing
2.r Cwn lwmhite)] cOommunity - 4 case 0f sweeping our Own doorstep
tirst. This enhanced our credibillity i1n the black community.

2. we reallsec early on that entering i1nto the debate on "violence

. Moen:-7violence’ was counterproductive. wWe ACknow|edged the
co-tinuum of resistance, raeanging from completely violent to
atscliutely nonviolent, and that all points an the comtinmnuum
rave & validity tfor those choosing them., wWe believe that people
n.sl 4Ct according to thelr consclence, and then takhe
resporsibillity for their actions. It 15 not for us to condemn
4 geruine cholce which 1s different from our own, al though we
tew| we are entitled to make comments and raise questions about
it, 4% we expect others to do ot ours.



NON-VIOLENCE

‘Qur training strateqy was to sove beyond the debate, and

on attainable, effective action. Even at the height of the
“armed struggle”. period, the fact is that, de facto nonviolent
(unarmed) actions (such as strikes, boycotts, civil
disobedience and non-cooperation campaigns, conscientization
programs) were by far the most common means of resistance in
South Africa. We sought to draw attention to such resistance,
And help pecple make it work better. We hoped too that people
would then become interested in the dynamics of nonviolent
action, and so want to learn about the classical princioles
etc. This did occur over the years.

D . FUTURE OF IFOR IN SOUTH
AFRICA

The way the IFOR South Africa Project came into being, and the way
1t was Structured was unique. It was a special creation for a
particular period of South Africa’s history. We, and sany other
South Afraicans, are grateful for IFOR's vision and generosity in
tostering the Project. As explained more fully in correspondence
with the IFOR secretariat regarding the termination of our
employment and the closure of the South African office, we believe
trat the Project as originally conceived and set-up served its’
curpose. Any future [FOR presence in South African needs to be
Ces®d in & local group which has local responsibility for
mgnagerent and fundraising.

wg hrave held consultative meetings on the future of IFOR in South
Rtrica in Jonannesburg, Cape Town and Durban.

The participants in all three meetings were unanimous in favouring
the establishment of FOR groups 1n the three centres, with a view
10 establashing a national body which would, i1n due course, apply
tor pranch status or aftfiliate to IFOR 1n some way.

E . THANK YOU

we are very grateful for the excellent support we have received
trom ]JFOR Secretariat staff (especially Jim Forest, Francoise
Fottier and David Atwood). Steering Committee members (especially
Ciana Francis and Akadim Chikandamina)l, FOR branches (especially
tne Austrian FOR and the US/FOR), Donna Felter of US/FOR who
h"ancdled our i1nternational account, and our funders - Mennonite
Central Committee (USA), New York Friends Group (USA),
Creinwoningsaktion (Austria) and OQuaker Peace and Service (UK). In
South Africa, we especlially thank Rob Robertson, Sheena Duncan, Joe
Seremane arnd Paddy Kearney.
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APPENDIX 1
mll =
EXTRACT FROM THE MAY 1986 MEWSLETTER OF .
THE PRETORIA BRA“CH OF THE BLACK SASH

"On Saturday 17 May 1986 some members of Sash and the Catholic
Justice and Peace Commission shared ari invaluable experisnce when
Richard Steele and Anita Kromberg of IFOR came from Durban to
conduct a workshop on non-violent action. If non-violence appears
to be an easy way out or a soft option, the 21 who attended the
workshop discovered this was far from the truth. The open agepda
allowed for flexibility of programme. and consistent re-appraisal
and discussion on the day's activities. As the group participated
many things became apparent. People became better acquainted and
established mutual trust. There was joint responsibility for the
direction of the programme. Through participation in role-playing,
one not only gained greater understanding of another person‘s poin®
of view (often that of an opponent or an authority figure), but one
alen nainmad inciohts into one’'s own emotional responses.

nany other things were . '°~nt, such as the importance of listening
to others and becoming aware ot ow they feel; accepting
responsibility for change; being prepared before entering a
conflict; assuming there is a solution to any problem; trying to
tind common ground with an opponent so that you may negotiate and
try to get them on your side, but always leaving them a logp-hole
tor escape. 1
A basic principle is to stand on your own feet and build up your
own strengthj the only control you have is of yourself and if you
rely on being rescued you will not have learnt how to cope and may
land up in a similar position again. You need the support of others
to build up group strength.
After the preparatory exercises of the morning, we looked at civil
disobedience when one may disooey authority as a last resort in
order to break power. ihei we considered the concept of
“"aparthpid®, and in small groups worked on ways in which such
concepts could be diminished. We started on the principle that the
balance of an edifice is maintained by supporting pillars and if
one or two supports are removed the structure collapses. So in
order to topple such a structure, various pillars which maintain
its support, such as the "Population Registration Act"” or the

- ~=u0 Areas Act”™ should be taken away. Each group narrowed their
suggestions down to one pillar and concentrated on how that one -
might be gnawed away. e
The groups came up with some original ideas - such as to flood the
SABC-TV with phone calls when only one side of an argument was
presented; to aim on getting right-wing whites to meet black pecple
in congenial circumstances; for whites to travel on black buses and
to stay overnight with friends in black townships.
The final evaluation of the day showed many positive aspects had
emerged. Everyone had contributed and had wanted to do something. A
group rapport had been established mad many ideas were clarified.
We are indeed grateful to Richard and Anita for sharing their time
with us and helping us to formulate constructive ideas.”



