THE BOUTH AFRIOAN

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION

A SHORY EISTORY

The Overseas Beginnings

The Fellowship of Reoonciliation (FOR) arose within the century of total war.
Its tirth was almost within sound of the opening guns of World War I.

w2 men, in the heartbreak of a peace oconfercnoe shattered by the last swift
forerunners of that confliot, conceived the idea, Friedrich Siegmund-Sclmltze,
pacifist Lutheran chaplain to the Kaiser, and Henry Hodgkin, English Quaker,
grirroed hands on the platform of Cologne railway station on August 3rd 1914,
onc diny before their oountries formally declared war on one another. They
vowed not to fight against cach other and to support others who took the same
ieczisisn, They parted, each t5 work cut the implications of that promise.

Henry Hodgkin initiaged the Fellowship of Reoonciliation at Cambridge with 128
=crocrs o8 1914 drew to its close, Friedrich Sicgmund-Schultse was arrested
¢7 times during thc war but cventually saw thce formation of the VersShmngsbund

zmz.rz ¥ the Fellowship agrced:

Z+ Ta2t Love, 25 revenlod and intorpretod in the life and death of Jesus
Turist, involvces morce than we have yet seen, that it -is the only power by
whizh evil zan be overoome, and the only sufficicnt basis for human socicty;

T=-=, ir order to establish a world order based on Love, it is incumbont
-z thosc who believe in this principle to accept it fully, both for thom-
sclvcs and in their relation to others, and to take the risks inwolved in

u =
-

izing sz in & world which does not as yet accept ity

e T™not, thoreforc, as Christians, we arc forbidden to wege war, and that our

loyalty t5 our country, to humanity, to tho Chrch Universal, and to Jesus
Thrist, sur Lord and Master, calls us insteed to a life of service for
the enthronement of Love in porsonal, sooinl, commercial and national lifc,

Afior the war, in Octzber 1919, fifty men and women from tem countries, including
Hocgkin and Sicgmund-Schultze, set up the International Pellowship of
Acooneilinti-n (IPOR) at a conference in Bitlhoven, Holland, Today it hns

tr-nzhes in osver 40 countries and on all contincnts and includes adheronts
vrrisus faiths os well asg Christinnes.

The Origins of the South African Fellowship

A t-wn in thc Pree Stote ie named after tho heroine of South Africa's sldest
pcace movement., A courngeous English woman, Emily Hobhouse of the Society of
Fricnds (Quakers) crossed the sen to champion the cause of Boer women and
children in concentrntion compe cs her ponocomaking rosponsc to the Anglo-Boor
War, BSach is the blinding naturc of nationalism that a later governmont,
with no concepti-n of her prcifiem, ironienlly namod a submarino aftcr heri

Loter, after World War I, two British Qunkers, Willinm Henry and Harriot
Alcxondor, visitod South Afrion on o mission tn_ﬂ.‘lapnuuund Boor farmers with
sood to start afresh and with their family Bibles that had boom looted by British
8¢ldiers during the Anglo-Boer War., Influcnced by thesg two, socattered
individuals linked up with the British FOR and ono of these, Olive Warner,
publishod a pacifist magasine "Tho Ambassador" from Johhnnosburg.




