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Emergency Convocation of Churches

in South Africa

Church Leaders Propose

"STANDING FOR

The largest gathering of South Af-
rican leaders in 20 years
was held in Johanne on 30 and
M May in order to outl a plan
of sffective non-violent di-ect
action to force the South African
governnent to abandon apartheid
and negotiate a new dispeasation
for a non-reacial, desocratic South:

;

regalar ting of South African
Couneil :?ﬂ::m:ll (:u.i:i':) Church

Jeaders in sar These
leaders noted erisis
in SBouth Africs revi the

™ME TRUTH"

In his op address to the Con-
vocation, Frank Chikane, SACC Gen—
eral Secretary, noted that the sit-
vation in the country bas worsened
since that early Pebruary meeting.
He said that the t had
made it clear that it would not
even allow noa-violent action, or
even talk about non-violeat lctim.
s 4 thnlli:tlu.ng for fundamental
m.ngq the apartheid systea.
T™he basis of the conflict which has
developed between church and state
in Bouth m -'Il-li-. not th'.'

church defying or confronting the

stats, but the state de the
Gospel and being in ot with
its demands for society," Chikane

said in a recemt statemamnt.

The Convoocation did its analysis -
and planning io many soall
mu?-.-m-rmm::wttn
a different ampeot of the crisis.
A model for an on-going national
campaign of non-violent direct ac-
tioa by the churches was adopted.

Etﬁ n ‘E ln:ﬂm
sase

:I.l'El.unn and l.i.tiul priso-

m. (More de s on page 2.)



Standing For the Truth

The 30 and 31 May 1988 Emergency
Convooation of Churphes agreed up-
on a ;Il::iqﬂlﬂ_-

model for its "Btamding

the Truth®™ campaign to

fundamental change in South Ca.
The Convocation committed the par-
ticipants, first of all, to a pro-
gramme of effective non-violent
action.

The Convocation also ted an on-
going campaign which will focus on
the release of 2ll detainees and
political prisoners. This campaign
will be directed by a pational com-
mittee as well as regional and
local c ttees. The na-
tional committee will consist of
twelve persons, three sich !.'rul
four different mi.ng:. the Con-
vocation, the Church Isaders Meet-

y the SACC, and the 5.A. Catho-
lic B.ilhnp: Gmrmu. ™he Convo-
cation elected FPather G, Mcatshwa,
Ma. E. Hashinini, and the Rev, L.
Louw.,

The Convocation also called for the

churches' for the June 6,
7, B Fatiomal s of Protest m—
nounced by and NACTU. It

requested to issue
their own statessnt of support and

encouragesant for the proposals.

A basic 1e of the

is the t of alose -
rely s batween CaN~
committees and the Be
various ocommi

will establish a commnications
network with church lsaders, church
organizations, dnm-nhtiu cen—-
tres and international mi-

There s
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ers
for npon-violent
direct action and protest. 'shat
follows are some of the sugges-
tions which came from the Emer-
gum;r Convocation of Churches,
g:ltiunl will be scresened and
developed by the wvarious campaign
co—ignn.
1 17 4
- ees -nd political
I’il:llll’! in &gﬂ.t: worship in
congregations.,
- Gifts (flowers, et.al.) to be
taken from local ¢
tions to detainees,., Gifts to
left even if refused by au-

thorities. Prayers by groups
ltlsﬂlﬂll where detainees are

held.
- w lettar-wri to
de s and to aut tiesn.

12 June: Major services with focus
on detainses to mark the reimpo-
aition of the State of Zmergency.

: (N, Mandela‘’s 70th birth-

on 18th): services
for the release of political
pri Vigil of tolling bells at

. s a
churches every hour on the hour
for ten minmates,

Lrtui a8 ﬂﬁ !hu mr ser-
vices ou local
ecu-

mi‘-mb ut'i:n.l i

uﬁm to desonstrate
hhll natare of the
- local slections
_l.nd. related "reforms.”

1

Actions to
mum

informs

~ : Actiops to
ocus on freedom
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She Speaks With Wisdom

It was a woman who bore within her-
saelf the eternal Word of God made
flesh in Jesus Christ. It was a
group of women who noted the place
where Jesus was buried after his
erucifixion, and those same woasn
who were the first witnesses to the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus, It
is women who are mentioned in the
Bible as supp their own means
for the nml:n Jesus and his
disciples e 8:1=3), Yomen were
always honored and treated with
cindness by Jesus during his earth-
1y ainistry, and wosen are fre-
quently noted as among his faithful
followers.

And yet today, despite signiflicant
sovenant in many first world-coun-
tries in recognizing, at least in
principle, the equal-
ity of women and their
izportant and widening
contributions to soci-
ety, woaen around the
world continune to ex-
perience inequality of
opportunity and the
injustice of the tra-
ditionally imposed
second place in family,
social, economic, and
political settings.

women plg a pivotal
role in their famllies
and in the economies of their
countries. Yet, women throughout
the warld are disproportionately
represented :ﬁ:‘ th: Wﬁ' the
hungry, the terate, the home-
less, the unesployed and the under-
esployed, They resain a small mi-
nority at the ceatres of political
power.

e —

Women do al-
aoat all the
world's do-
mestic work
ther with

4 thelr work
outslde of
"4 the home,

S Imeans most

Soma
world’s food but omm little land.,

d-tr." e alsost half the

“Sisfers, we Ul sup-
port gll of «our oppresse
sisters the w arld over

And as women, we

mugs! shout rogether
we shall be troee, Hldt'l'd

W' ‘i.;h.?.” he
Lally Mugabe of Jymbabwes

The mumber of
women-hesaded
households is
rap increas—
iﬂl- - th. .i-'
gration, divorce
and abandonment
are wrenching
marriages apart,

Malonutrition af-
fects one in
four people and
makes them vulnerable to disease,
™e most vulonerable are the elder-
ly, children, and young mothers.

Jomen produce 40 percent of the
world's food supply--up to 80 per-
¢cent of Africa's. Despite the key
role women play in Third World
economies, they have
been largely bypassed
in development stra-
tegiea.

The elfects of oppres—
sion and war on women
are devastating. Jo-
men are deprived of
employment , decent
housing, land and suf-
" } ficient food for them-
selves and their faz-
ilies,

The majority of the
world's women are
working for equality, developaent
and peace in their *ri'.llngau and
countries., They are seeking wiys
sirouth grassroots soveaents to
azcompliah change.

L3 concerned Christians who are
aligned with women struggling for
self-developaent we are called to
hear their needs from their lips
and to be advocates for appropri-
ate responses to taeir needs.

£ ECUMENICAL WOMEN'S DECADE
(1988-1998) , declared by the World
council of dhurches as a decade
for growth and developaeant for
wosen within the churches, calls
for our supporft and encouragement
for women to strengthea and organ-
ize themaselves, For more informa-
tion contact . . «

The Ecumenical Women's Decade

P.0. Box 200, Dobsonville 1865

troe



ON VIOLENCE AND NON-VIOLENCE

page are taken from CRISIS NEE, No. 21

» published

mmm-w; nrwn.m-rmnwmm
%.B by writing to the V.P.C.C., &1 Salt River Road, Cape Towm.

hare are some foras of violence
D s teh churches sondean.
cipate and which es condesm,
There are violeant causes--the con-
quest of one people by another,

the dsliberate oppression of one
class or rece by another—which

offend divine Justice, There are
violent means of = e——torture
in all forms, the ho of inno-

cant non-coabatants for sxasple—
which destroy the soul of the per-
petrator as surely as the life and
health of the victim.®
Trom a statesent commended bY
the Central Committee of the
World Council of Churches (1973)

" .st0 love as we are meant to
love alsc means that we have an
obligation to work for Justice and
to strive to put a stop to evil-
do Christian pacifists cannot
nlr‘ﬁy sit back their
hands and refuse to participats in
violent sction. Christian pacifimm
cinnot mean inactivity and with-
d::n-l. It has to moan committed
-::Einahl mtiunit:!huﬂd .
Just rightecus society, pre-
vent vioclence wherever possible and
to intervems in violent coafronta-
tions. It has to mlrtn; lt
better my of reso 8.
*™e church in Bouth Africa
hnummhnﬂﬂ to do

Contrary to the contention of the

gm_t nodis, the ILDSAKA
ATEMERT is mt a statement on

violence, It is the result of &

- in Hay 1988 in Iunsaka which

brought together representatives of
anti-apartheid s froa Bouth
Africa, Namibia, other parts of
the world-—Christian peocple—to
talk about the churches' search for
Justice and peace in Southern Afri-
ca., The relevant passages from the
LUSAKA BTATYEMENT read as follows:

"It is our belief that civil auth-
ority is instituted of God to do
good, and that under the biblical
imperative zll people are obliged
to do jJustice and show special care
for the oppressed and th-l&:ot-
It is this und t
leaves us with no alternative but
to conclude that the South African
and its colonial domination
of Eamibia is {lligitimate.”

*Veo affirm the

mumnrm i
mm-lﬂ'-l‘lﬁl
itlmlﬂlﬂhﬂtllﬂlw
coupels the movemants to the use
of force along with other means to

end Ve ocall upon the
e e ot tnternational commae

nity to sesk to give this af-
Ii.r-ltl.nn ‘mﬂ. sot in the
n-ﬂh

l1iberation in the re-
their con-
ta with the 11 tion move-
nents,.”




TROUBLING LEGISLATION

There are two bills curren
Parliasent which are parti
gislation and political freedom

being conaid
troudb
E-nl:lth -

the Bouth m:lti:ml
those sseking just le-—
For sore information

than is provided in the brief comment below 'contact the Comnexiomal CCD.

THE BILL

while this bill (IRAB) does in-
creass unions' access to the court
and declare race, sex and religious
discrimination in employment an
"mfuir labour practice” if it i»s
implemented in an “"unfar manner,”
it also limits the rights of trade
union members in many crucial

AR D

T™he IRAB . = &

- makes it illegal to hold a
strike for the "same or similar”
thing within 12 months of a strike
ovar that issue,

- allows employers to sue unions
fer loss of production caused by
illegal or wildcate strikes. The
union must prove it did not
authorize such a strike, )

- does nOot allow sympathy strikes,
Esployers can movs production from
llﬂ:ﬂ::duw htummthﬂ
P ke .

- increases an employer's right
to retrench a persca—no longer
mast employurs follow the “last
in, first out”™ principle,

- allows emp s to recognize
and negotiats with minority un-
ions the principle

. gate or pursue” them,

,

THE ORDERLY INTERNAL POLITICS BILL

The intention of this bill is to
tighten existing controls on for-
eizn funding for political groups.
It would allow the Minister of
Justice to declare a person or or-
ganization "restricted™ 1if he be-
lieves he or it endangers public
safety or is being used to channel
money from abroad for that purpose.

The prohibition of the use of for-
eign funds applies to individuals
as well as to organizations, and
:p{l}.u to those who “cppose n.n{
political aim or object™ as wel

to those who "further, propo-
The Church
does not propogate or pursue po-
litical aims or objects. It pro-
pogates and pursues the bibliecal
izperatives of justice and peace,
but in doing so in South Afriga
it does and must oppose all the
political aims and objects of the
apartheid government,

In effeot, the government could
restrict even the monsy coming to
the MCSA from its overseas part-
pars within the Mathodist commun-
ion, and in that way control the
social miniatry of the church,

The ?ml for contravening the
bill's p bition is a fine of
E20 000 or a fine of twice the
amount of the money involved or
10 years imprisonment, or both,

The bill would jJea se the aid
programmes of fore ts
and agencies, such as the Baropean
Economic Community, which have
ﬂpnﬂﬂ anti-apartheid groups
activities inside the country.

Anid massive foreign pressure, the
srnment seems to be backing
wn on the harsher measures of

this bill, but other leglslation
to effect similar controls is

likely.
Reform?



Dld you know....
to the HUMAN KIGHTE UP-
IH.'!EI

Applied Btudies at Wits U.:

- An astimmted 5 000 le wers
detained between 11 June 1987 and
April 1988,

= The mmber of names of Emsrgency
Bose detained for 30 daye or 1o
those et for days or long-
ar-—gxceesded 2 800, The minister
of lavw and Order bas refused to
name those held for lnn than 30

days.

= About 1 Dmh.l'rlbuni.nd.ltn-
tion for the full 411 months of the
current State of Emergency or

g o
- t 2 500 people are currently
ui:dlhrtg:iun. over 2 nmﬁriu:..
ar Ensrgency regulations,
- 1 338 ¢children aged 17 or young-
er were detained in 1987--290 of
thea were aged 15 or .
Children mown to be detention
in the Transwvaal h:r :z“* 14 years
= 1; 15 years = 16; years - 323
17 J’ll.‘l‘l - &0,

_n..ﬂ___n-h_rh-JL—l\mL.
v v XN YT

EDUC
Social & Economic

te
Upd.: s Fourth Qurtu- ;92?3.11“
pll.‘l m our pro'ri.mu

for 1987 matric axans varied be-
tween 92 and 95%. The African pass

rate was 56%. The pass rate in
Soweto was 5{ Indian pass
].mrul‘ .

r:tt wms Eﬁ;

. Inglmll as, frind
se sarlier figures
included administrative and service
staff in teacher mumbers: whites
1:16; Indians 1:21; “coloured” 1:25;
African 1:81.

SR e
Dr. pupils ®
i.'r:mng.jlms Yaal 535 in the Orange

Free State vers refused ad-
misaion in 1 « At Botshabelo

5 200 pupils did not obtain admis-~
sion.

"Iﬂ(mm of m
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81,7%, wvhile 48% had not completed
their matric. In 1987 those with-
out a senior certificate totalled
26 ,3%,. (The STAR, 24-02-88)
+ SPENDING INCREASES in rends
pﬂpﬂ. for education for the ous
2 WS reported as follovs
MAIL, 11-03-88:
um!n 1‘2'?"-‘22 12672 1906-87
African 25 L) 5
dite ng: 654 26
Soloured 1 1
Indian 124 Zg 1333
+ "The educational attainment of
the lsbour force kives a more ac-
curate indication of " the return on
educational investaent becanse it
assesses the effective muypply of
husan Mesources available for
uunﬂlnggrawm
"Ia 1985 Z‘jint the African
ladour force and 12% of the co-
loured forces had no education at
all; &%% of Africans and 39% of _
coloureds had incomplete pri.:ng
education. The corre -
sures for whites were O 5‘! and 1%."
The WEEKLY MAIL, 11-05-63}
{Froa BAIRR Bocial & Econoaie

Update, Fourth Quarter, 1987)

+ he a AFRICAN LIYE EXFEC-
TANCY il% in 8.4.; the
Vorld Health mtion regards
a2 life expectancy of 60 as a min-
imin sign of adeguate health
p%m to statistics coe-
piled.at the U, of Capte Towm Af-
u'g:um in the ru-

with in the cities.
Life : for other races
is: whits women 7%; white memn 66;

at Ba-

+ H&fdﬂfn is

)
tient is spent at Su "vurg Homsp.



BOOKS

N. Hathonsi. Skotaville:
nesburg 1988, 86 pp., paper.

This book investigates the trends
in African matric results from 1953
to 1983, It provides evidence to
coafira suspicions long expressed
by individuals and organizations
that DET matric results are
lated to ensure inferior education-
a2l standards and credentials for
the African commmnity. Unfortu-
nitely the author too easily gener-
alizes and arguss for some conclu-
sions which are not satirely mp-
od by the facts ha presents.
owever, the book is in its
presentation of detailed racts,
rtant documents, and alleged
malprectice ia exam marking.

AN AGENDA FOR RLACK THEOLOGY: HER-

MENEUTIOB FOR ﬁlﬂ gm:
Booganjalo - otaville:

Johannssburg 1988,

The is simple and the con-
cqt:nt Iar-rtiaulltgtnﬁt:
excellen treatise on the
mm&mhbmu—
countable to the black coomunity in
service of liberation. Goba msug-
gests that due to its theological
captivity to white church struc-
tures the chmarch as a vhole is ir-
relevant to the curreat struggle
in B.A. Because of the of
progresxive organisatibns it is not
unreasormble for the 1ls to look
to the cihmurch to platforms
for political expression, He calls
for the masses of ¢ to demand
that the charch commit {tself to

Mm'humw-
AFFETITE IR POVER: MOTHELEZL 'S

ss: Johanes~
barg. 261 pp., péper. 7.

A scathing indictment of Inkatha

and an t book which eriti-
cally sxamines the man and his g
sovemsnt with clear arguments and
abundant detail.

FICTION

sloner of pom
lice, Iw
Coetzee, told
the Cape Towm

that uvmt
factors, inclu-
ding financial

. ones such as
" the cost of

. : ’ 4~ held police
WY~
*__v.,: g o STy

- &l

! squatter camp during its
:;':ﬁtiﬂn in June 1986.

"*In an unrelated announcement,
SADF chief of staff for finance
Vice-Adniral Bert Bekker, said the
Angolan conflict was not placing

any extra burden om the tugq-r-'
(The WEEXLY MAIL, Vol, &, « 18)

:  When P.V. Botha ad-
a parade in Pretoria to
commesorate the 75th anniversary
of the police he called on the
public and the medis not to belit-
tle the South African Folice. The

- BAP was not perfect, he said,

Early in May on one the MOUTSE
om}fmﬂ wvas still :gid.ing how

to celebrate the recent



UPDATE
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the Bible has o say shout Seriptural Jastices
E} %0 motivate and people to move
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There are nov 22 trained Facilitators for the

l?l:nlmg- frogramee around the country.

These ilitators are available to local groups '
in Methodist societies and circuits to provide l ’
assistance in organizatiom, coatextual Bible study, ' ‘|
social analysis, grouwp process, and iieatifying re- ll l
sources. LI you oFf Jour group would like to meet with a
Pacilitator, contast your District ZCD Secretary.

Facilitators are trained to help groups to help theaselves, Pacilitators
are a resource for local s wvho want to work for SBeriptural Justice
in Boutherm uri.u. At s tine th- ousber of Facilitators District
is as follows: -UIMIQ- Srahasstowm - 3; Kimberly and
Bloemfontein - 2 tal Coastal m.u-{:t - 3; Batal West - 2; Northern
Trapsvaal - 1; Southeastern Transvaal - Southwestern Transvsal - 3.
Another group ut Facilitators will be tu;.n-d in late Septeaber 1988,

FPor sore inforaation about forming an Ubulungisa Group, or for a more
cosplete description of the Ubulingisa sme and how it can serve

and your l:ur—mit'; eoatact the Coonexional Christian Citizenship
th P. 0. 1295?., Sraaafontein 2017,

Cut out and poat to The CCD, P. 0. Box 32957, BALLLTONTEIN 2017
{Pill in the -.ppruprht- blanks below,

Please regularly send ae copies of the LINK for my church,
Please place nmy nasme oo yYour malling list,
CAN TOU HELPT I1f you, your
Rane society or circuit are able
Address to ort this effort of
the it will be greatly .
:ppmhtﬂ. Pinancial help
- Code __ is needed if LINK ix to con-
tinue on a regular basxis.
The Christian ﬂitimd:.}p lishes LINK bi-mon except
for_ December-January. You llﬁnd in your post in early Pebru-
Ary s ume, Alugust, and October, 2000 copies of this issue will
be buted. '
PLEASE The material contained in this publication does nnrt'n-:ll-
sarily mﬁmurmmmnmwurmmm

e It im offered as information tlnt th
of Ohristian =2itizens and as a foous I 1y

-tﬂlnlhﬁlmnluthutulmﬂu,
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