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LOOKING _AGAIN AT NON-VIOLENCE?

Alermed »t the inoreased level of obvious wviolence ~nd loss of life nd
property, 2s in Durbem, ~nd the prospect of long ~nd bloody Etr:l-.fa, somBC
lerders opposed to ~partheid seem to be Eaa.rnhing cgein for non-violent solutiorns.

From Dr.Boesck mnd the UDF, through Bishop Tutu =nd Dr.N:udé =nd the SACC-relzted
church leaders who saw the State President on 19th August, to Inkatha and Chief
Puthelesi many spenk of being non-violent ~nd some say they are committed to it.

This is surprisingly hopeful in the light of figures given =t = recent URISA Semirar
on "Violence” which indicote that world-wide only one Christian in a thous-nd
piesses to be pacifist.

“hough this principle of ~ction wes rejected in 195C by the A°C rsné PAC rs having
friled, and h=s found very lititle favour since, it would be good if leaders did
look a.t it again before we become accustomed to the present level of violence,

I ~m herdly runlified to expound on this or to comment on the views znd often very
cour-geous ~ctions of leaders who errry a weight of tersion snd responsibility of
which I h=ave very little conception. Also this Hews Letier hns not attempted to
"rzue the violence/non-Violence issue, but has simply tried to expl~in and encourrge
wore truly non-violent zction in the Gandhisn sence of the term Satysgraha., For it
Zozg seem that when it comes to non-violent action cn = lerge sczle w2 are not =11
T2 t committed nor well informed, trained nnd disciplined,

"or the rresent I would like to offer a chepter from Gene Sharp's book "Socizl Power
nd Foliticzl Freedom” which addresscs the South Africen =itu~tion and which you

oy oz 2ble 1o rniss on to someonc in ¢ lerdership position. Dr,.Sharp is an
intern=tionsl]l authority on the politieal snd social meaning of non-vioclence, This
ch-pier is entitled "What is reouired to Uproot Oppression?” snd sub-titled
'Stritegic Problems of the South Africon Resistrncc“, and its first porograph re-ds:

“he proYlem of how to uproot oppression effectively with sinim-:l casualiies ocnd
A-ximum long-ringebenefit® to the liberated people sf111 romeins without on
:dauu nte solution., The people of South Africe have long awnited its resolution,

...::ugh this chrpter is an edited synopsis of four articles published in 1963,
""".‘" only a few chonges and additions, its major points are, in 1980 - saventecn
vezrs later - still ~s relevant as when thoy were written, despite certain very
limited new signs of Government flexibility.

It is just =5 relevent in 1985 in wview of the clecrer indicstions we now have of

“2: Covernmeat's conception of "flexibility".
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One of Dr.Shrrp's very merningful observationsis thet "in the Indisn struggle for
indeponéence s = whole, probebly not more thrn cisght thoussnd died directly cr

" indirectly ~s 2 result of chootings and other injuries inflicted in the course of

th~ struggle over a long period." For n populartion <~ tenth of that of India &t tho
timec this would represent BOO lives in the South Afriecsn situation. Sharp continues:
"The immense number of c-sualtics in Algeris - estimrted =3 high ~s one million

in a population not excecding ten million - ig cuite alerming., This is not explsained
by ~ccusing the French of being by nature more savage thon tha Inglish.," The Algewin
level of loss using the ~lternative of violont revolution would represent 3 million
lives Jost in a population likec that of South Africa, i.c. nrorly 4000 times s
costly. Dr.Sharp's article is avrilsble on rerucst.



COMSCIRNTIOUS OBJECTION

Geldenhuys Committee In consultation with the CO Support Groups I made represaxtaxt-

some of its member churches in particular. 8 comprised proposals for the
smendment of the Defence Act as follows:= Failing tho a2bolition of conscription,

ions to this Committce of the SADF on behalf of the SACC and

(1) o make community scrvice an option open to every national servicemong failing it
(2) %o recomise certain objectors other thea religious, and

(3) %o recognise certain cascs of selective objection Fﬂl?p{u reduce prison sentenocs

on those who(still)do not cualify;

{(£) to revise the period of community service, a2nd to mrke some 24 hoc adjustmeats

to the regulations governing ity and

(3) eertain changes to the composition and powers of the Board for Religious Objzctione.

-

‘¢ nlso proposed an ~mnesty for persons who oveded call-up prior to the 1983 ch=nge

in the Dcfence Act to allow them to apply for recognition without fear of prosecation.
Tais runs to 18 pages. If you want a copy very badly let me knowl
¥

-be Chairperson of the Board for Religious Objection is now Judge J W Edaliang who

- took over from Judge M T Steyn on ist August. The same friendly zpproach is

Tzintzined, but hecrings are now briefer then they wers.

“ucstions in Parlisment re Numbers in Alternative Serviee
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~gurezs given by the Minister of Manpower for the situation as at 5}5{35 arct

438 persons liable for notional service had applied for recognition =s religious
objoctors since the beginning of 1984,

353 of these had bcen recognised, 4 had been refuscd snd Bl were awaiting decision.

e

€55 of thase 353 were given altermmative service (Category 3 classification).

272 of tkhese 255 have been sent letters by the Dept of Mcnpower requesting them
o teport to the offices of thot Department for evelustion and placemecnt,

B, 23 hove been plrced in sorviee,-- -
97T h=d not yet responded to the letters,
115 arc being prosccuted for refusing to do community service
(~lmost certainly all Jchov-h's Witnesses - RR)
2 remdmizng 33 were due to be placed in the ncar future.

g old Cinderella Prison in Boksburg is - being used as a Detcntion

for sbout 120 Jchovah's Witnesscs,convicted under the old legislation,
till serving the three-ycar sentence they received., About 100 of thesc
or rclesse eorly in 1986 ~nd the remeining 20 towards the end of 1286)

no Minister of Defence stated that in the period 1/5/84 to 31/5/85 no nation=l

érvicer = vho warc cmoloyed in "unrcst situations" or recuestced to portrol Block

towvnskips in the Reputlic hnd lodged objcction to such service. Howeover, thc:::?ﬁc:
on 13tk fugust Al-n Dodson of Durbsn was fined R600 by » Court Mortial for rofusing
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2 f0 3°ch mermrica,

LG red &1 JUST PZACE As port of a two weck crmprign in Durban the End
ription Crmpaign is supnorting Richard Stecle in o 15 day fast from 22nd Scpt

h October, the lrtier dcte boing the annivers'ry of the first publie deployment
2 tht SADF in thc townships. Others will join him on the T7th., Morc information

¢n be hed from Richerd himsclf (031-301-5663) or Loek Goemans (031-301-8088) and
Gary Cullen (031-45-56032) or the ECC, cfo Box 1879, Durbon 4000, Last month
Aicherd foccd the destruction of much of Phoenix Scttlement,whoro he has beon cnre-
t-kcr for the prst year, cnd his own personal belongings. Support can be conveyed
to him through the cbove address. Qthers will be fasting in other contres.

PRATYER GROUP FOR _PEACE % JUSTICE ‘there may be mony groups of this kind in South

Africas The particular onc I have been =sked to mention mects ~t the home of Steve

Gronger (2 Lanoaster Rd., Rondcbosech, 7700) for an hour ocach Fridey. For details
~hon~ Steve gt 65-2260.



