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The ¥esponse of the SACC
to the Eloff Commission

¢ representing the member churches of
W the South African Council of Churches, be-
lieve the Government's primary motive in
establishing the Eloff Commission was to discredit
the Council of Churches and bring it into line with
the pohcies of the Government
We feel that all South Afncan Christians should
be informed about the way in which the State has
tried to use the Eloff Commission to mampulate the
 Council, and the extent to which s interlenng in
rengion and theology for its pwn purposes

Financial control
We cannot dispute that at the tme of the Commas-
sion s founding the reporting on the Counci s finan-
ces was inadequate

This was the opeming the Government needed -
and the Eloff Commission was brought into being o
examine rregulantes in the Counci s hnances
Naw they had a rationale The stage had been set
but the Commission had not been in existence tor
long wherthe onginal hmitations were lar excee-
ded _

Eventually the members of the Commisston exa-
mired the Council's posi-
tion on malters asdiverse
as propaganda. trade
unions, disinvestment
and state secunty Ewven
the Counais theoiogy
was brought into ques-
tion by this secular body

It is 1 the one area in
which the Commission
was instructed to function
that 1ts hindings are of
most interest At the end
of an inveshigation. that
left little of anything to
chance. the Commssion
could “not avoid hinding
that the present cxecutive
had rot been involved in
any sort of embezzlement
or theft and that the
Council 15 not controlled
Of N any way manipu-
lated by its overseas don-
ors It is also interestuing
to note that this conclu-
sion was drawn by the
Commission despite a police report in which over-
seas manipulation was alleged

In dealing with the Council's finances. there 1s a
point on which the Commission is uncharactenisti-
cally reticent Mo mention 15 made of their own
auditor's report that the inadequate financial con-
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trol to which the Council was once victim is now
something of the past It needs to be borne in mind
that. if anyone was defrauded. it was the Council. not
the Government

The facts surrounding the formation of the Eloff
Commission and the manner in which it conducted
its duties fuel the suspicion that it was nothing more
than a political manoeuvre, part of a strategy to
discredit the Counctl tocast doubt upon the validity
¢ its theology to solate some of its office bearers
casting them in the roles of the real culpnts and to
justify its plans ro stlence the prophetic vorces in the
Churck Tre Courcil does not dspute the State s
nght to have its own pohtcal interests oritsroght e
mvestigate financial irregulanties, evenina Church
oy, but here we are dealing with an attempt o
explont the s:tuation for pohitical gain regardless of
whether its actions are in confhet with the justice
demanded by God 1t 15 not the Coundii that posses-
ses anlhot interestan paiaes. but the State that s
interfering in the work of a rehigious body forits own
pohitical purposes i

Theology

In its report the Commission  seems o bave
assumed the pohicythat it was not competent to pass
judgement on theologica: matters On page-143 the
Feport says,  No state can take it upor tsel
decde what the theology of the Churcheshouid bg_

Cand the question f ever it s to be settled s to be -

redoived by theologians
“not by a government, anrd
not by this commission
Fourteen pages later on
page 159 the Commis-
N repeats the sent- -
ment  The Commssion
repeats that @toos noet for et
to judge of these [thep-,
wWgicaln matters .
Having recognised ity

incompetence an this
area  the Commission
nevertheless repeatediy
pronounces udgement
upan the Council's theo-
logical position At first it
appricaches this arca
weth difhdence  because
of “diffening theological
perspectves  page 152 -
but by the erd of the
report this early reluc-
tance 15 forgotien Even-
tually on page 443 it
recommends that the
Government control the
Council s funds in order toensure that they are used
for “only truly spintual purposes

The Commission developed a narrow theology of
its own one in which spiritual matters are seen as a
purely private transaction between Cod and the
individual
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In its view 1115 the Government that must decide
how Far the work of the Holy Spint may be allowed to
extend It a spintual relationship spills over into the
odd private act of charity, it can be presumed that
this will be acceptable tothe Commssion Public

acts of chanty that might affect the status que are .

seen as not being in the natonal interest
Clearly this 15 a theclogy that is useful to the
Commission and 1o 11s mentors in the Government
Its only discermible flaw 1s that no scriptural grounds
are advanced inits support It relies entirely upon a
secularly perceived and parochially motivated view
of the national interest It 15 not 0 the national
interest to allow the Holy Spint to have an influence
on public affairs or to alfow the churches o apply
the word of God to Government policies Biack theo-

logy is condemned simply because it has the poten- -

tial of disturbing the pohitical status quo s not the
word of God but the will of the Government that s of
supreme importance here .

Politics ' .
The Commission has chosen to see signs in th
evidence that the Council has specific pohitrcal

obiéctives, mourts political campaigns plans stra- -

tegies of resistance and undertakes secret opera-
tions In a South African context these are senous
allegations One of the accusations is thatthe Coun-
cil orchestrates a campaign of “massive psychologi-
tal warfare aganst South Alnca The evdence for
this astonishing allegation 15 drawn from a single
letter. written not by a member of the Council. but o
the Council from an outsider-in Germany

We repeat what the Council has sad before The
SACC has no politcal policy. nd political ideology.
no political bluepnint for the future and it does not
mount any official political campaigns. nor does it
undernake political games with the government of
engage in political manceuvres All the statements
and act:ions of the Council and its member churches
that touch upon politics are motivated by the Word
of God Cnticism of imustice in pubhc alfars has
always been part of the prophetic role of the Church
Prophecy is not politics Prophecy does not have a
political obiective The aim and objective of pro-
phecy 1s that the people may turn back from ther
sinful ways and that the nation may expercnce
something of God's justice and peace

That all prophetic statements and actions are
misconstrued as being political strategies 15 not
surprising when we realize that the Commission
itsell has judged everything from the point of view of
the Government s political interests
If concern for the disadvantaged 15 politics then

~government can actin the national interest because

the Council pieads guilty If caring for the poor and
downtrodden s not in the national interest. then the
Council has nodefence If the law of the Government
15 above the commandment of God. only then is the
Eloff Commission exoncrated without question

The so-called Natonal Interest

Every aspect of SACC activities have been judged
according to only one criterion This 15 not the Gos-
pel of lesus Christ but the national interest as percei-
ved by the Government That the Commission's view
of what constitutes the national interest will be a
limited and biased one can be seen from its very
composition In passing judgement on an organisa-
von, the membership of which 1s largeiy black, it
included no black member in its ranks As the RAND
DAILY MAIL pointed out inits ediion of February
the 18th “The Commission saw things through
white eyes  Mr Dave Dalfihg thd Mémber of Parlia-
ment for Sandton. eniasged this perception The
entire report s couched in the language and deo-

~iogy of the Natiwonal Party,” he said And in case the

reader of the seport is not sure of what Natonahst”
weology consists, one of the commussioners, Prol P
Qosthuizen, kas irserted a long account-ed govern-
ment pohey He explains that onily the present

any alternative government would dominate.and -
have sectional interests A'government elected by
all the people o goverrran the interests of ail the
people s regard®d as impossible (page 434 -5)
Here 15 the ultimate fallacy to be found in the

Commussion's report It s not the true -nationa!

mtetest that is being safeguarded 1t s rather the .
sectional interest of a prvileged minonity, in the
defence of which the Commission is acting 101 not
the SACC that s acung ir deflance of the national
interest but the Government itself

On many occasions in the past the Council has ”

~ealled on the Government 1o rmitiate true consulta-

ton between the representatves of the mary inte-
rest groups in the country This 1s the path to
estabiishing the true natonal interest  Peace.
peace . they say, when in fact there 15 no peace
Heremiah 6 14 B 1 1)

The Counci! is not trying 1o disturb peace It is
trying to call the governing section of the population-
out of :ts 'lusion of peace Only in this way will a .
true peace be possibie. one based upon ustice tor -
all of our citizens

The Councll and its member churches

The State wishes to silence the prophetic voice of
the Churches. The Council's alleged financial prob-
lems of the past havegiven the State its opportunity
for investigating and discrediing this prophetic
voice Mot satisfied with this. the State has made use
of the age-old political tool of ‘dwvideand rule” Inits
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report the Commission declares that a few agitatoss
are manipulating the Counc! It then appeals o
member churches to exeroise control over the Coun-
il in order o end this situation Thes s an o interest-
ing position_ especially wken one compares st to the
Commission's own argument  advanced  against
declaring the Counall an affected orgamesation In
this regard it finds that  member churches pursie
substantially the same sort of objectives as those
endorsed by the SACC T It even foresees that the
member churches would regard such a deciaration

“as an unwarranted action by the State against the -

Church and as a restraint on reigous freedom
How weli this mampuiaton of logie wouid have
resisted the scruniry of a court is a matter on wheek
the commssioners wouid possibiy rather not have

speculated :
This strange logic 1s agan in evidence when the.
Commission tries to show that the Counal does net
“enjoy the support of its member churches s only
evidenoe 1o support this contention s the fact that
ninety seven percent of the Counal s funding comes
from overseas Yot the Natonai Party Sunday news-
paper Rapport itselfsand i aneditonial Itis unbe-

hievable naivety and counter productive propaganda |

1o deduce that the SACC has virtually no domesti
support because minety seven percent of its funds
come from overscas

The truth of the matter 15 that the maonty of the

Christians who belong to our churches are black and -

that their economic circumstances maze it very difh-
cult for them to support ther own churches. let
alone the Council That the majonty of the Counail s

 money comes from overseas proves only the poverty
suffered by most of our people

That some kind of political plot has been devised -

by one or two staff members s ridiculous The Coun-
¢1l has an elaborate system ol accountability and
cannot be mampulated by one official nor wili ot
allow itself to be mampulated by the State

The tension between the SACC and the State s
not based upon the activities of a few agitators, bul
upon the very serious grievances of many milhons of
Black South Alnicans

o

Is the Church above the law?

Despite its interesting use of log. s contradic-
tons. misrepresentations and sectional atttudes
the Commission is still a wonder of restraint and
objectivity when compared to the Minister of Law
and Order “"No church is above the law. ~ he said in
the Parliamentary debate on the Eloff Report It is
not unreasonable to ask which law he isrefernng to
The unjust laws of apartheid or just laws that are
made in the interest of all the people? In accordance

it v B A, Councl of Chchem F O Bon 970 Sohonrestaohg 2000

with Romans 13 1-7 the churches wil: give Huil res-
pect and obedience to all laws that are 'ust ard far
But in accordance with Romans 12 1 the Chursch wid
not adapt itself 1o any umust aws Por weiot alter
one jot of tttle of the Word of God in order to sult
the pattern of this present world

H:s words cave every Chastan before a choce
Here the Council s decsion ss clear We must heed
the admoniton found e the Acts of the Apostles
chapler Dve verse Daenty mine ard obey God rather
thar mar 1o sepiying te the AMinster s warming the
cburenes carnot avond exercising ther own auty e
wars the Minester ard bis supporters that they wili
have e account for every action nod to the Coungd
ror any church bul o Lod Himse!t

Conclusion
The Elo Commmssion-taes toprove that the SACU
destabimes and undermines the South Adrican
slate but the Chostar fath places the Counce,
under ar obnigaton o resist evl and oppression (§18
eviigdoers who egaise a system of imustice Forsuch
o state 1s resistance s darperous The Gospe: s
anways subversive of irustice and evi Opposition
o suck evi and oppression s pant of the churck S
vocabion from God for the beainng of human re-
tronships o ostate ard socwety In Hoeing this—the
Counct! and its member bodies are concemred Ao
only for the vicims of oppression bub aise for the
Sheration of the oppressors from the fear by Which
they are obsessed In renderng this servace o the
South Afncan state and society the SACC and s
member churees seek o promote peace it South
Alrca aong the gudehnes which S0 Paul pives in
the tweiftk chapter of his wetter to the Romans
Let lowe be witbout dissimulation Abkor that
whick s evid cicave to that whch s good Be kindly, |
aftectoned one 1o another with brotherly Jove in
honour prefernng one another not slothiu m busi-
ness fervent in spint senving the Lord repnang e
Fope. patent in inbulation. contiruing instant e
praver distnbut:ng to the necessity of saints gven
to hospitahity  Bless them which persecute you
Bless and curse not Repowe with them that do
ropnce. and weep with them that weep Be of the
same mind one toward another Mind not high
things, but condescend o men of low estate, Be not
WISE 10 YOUF OWN CORCeits RecoOmpense to no man -
evil for evil Provide th:ngs honest in the sight of all
men I it be possible. as much as heth in you, ive
praceably with all men Dearly beloved, avenge not
yourselves. but rather give place unto wrath foritis
written. Vengeance s mine | will repay. saith the
Lord Therefore if thine enemy hunger. feed him.f
he thirst. give him drink. for in so doing thou shalt
heap coals of fire on his head Be not overcome of
evil but overcome evi! with good  (Romans 129
=211
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EVALUATION OF S.A.C.C./ S.A.C.3.C. DELEGATION ON FORZED RevavAls /PR reth [/ 95% .
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[ believe that this was a worthwhile and effective exercise. “he Zelecation
reached a most influential group of people in each country and the measure of
the seriousness with «~hich 't was treated is to be found in the time given by
people like the U.4. Secretary General, Black Ambtassadors at the U.N., Dr,
Chester Crocker, British F.0. officials and the Swedish Foreign Minister.

In the U.5. particularly the nature of our contacts was heavily biased towards
political rathee than religious leaders and while they were very worthwhile,
this was a real weakness. In Europe this imbalance was rectified.

The main purpose: ie Publicising the "Thurches Report on Forced Removals”

was kept at the centre of every encounter. While most of those who were met
were familiar with "Apartheid”, they were clearly shocked at the inhumanity,
scope, and above all, the irresversible nature of forced removals and the need
to focus international pressure on this aspect.

A secondary effect of the visit was that of updating ccromitted persons with
recent developments in Southern Africa, and placing events like the Nkcmati
Accord in perspective. ’

A grave weakness was the rushed nature of preparations. The group met 1n total for
the first time in Hew York, just a cay before the first engdgements at tne U.N.

It was only then that | was asked to be the spokesman for the group and was laun-
ched into three or four major addresses the next day (see paragraph 8). -
hevertheless there was a remarkable unanimity in respect of the approach [ took

"and as the journey deveioped, the gifts amongst us were all fully utilised.

The size of the sroup {and therefore its cost) could have been an embarrassment
but was in fact the oooosite. The fact that it was so fully ecumenical [especiaHy
the R.C./Protestant link) the balance between leaZers and pastors actually work-
ing in rese*tlement areas, w~ere mast valuable. The m2st common remark was that
this was *he Crurches speaking-and mooFUst Ofe ferson wnose views £ouid De )
dismissed as "perscnal"”. S

: I L
I wish to pay trin:teltn *he nn[e_pjgygd ﬁxp;hn Aev, Jimmy Palos, whise grasp
of the intrizacies of [legislat®n fﬁ'evﬁ?y‘ssheqqpaf Sputh African 11fe was suite
invaluable. He was a Ceedrt—toour THIF:H. Also, =he centribution by Frs. Sermond
and Motke was cne of Zeep rersonal testizony and Rad a strang impact on perscns
familiar with statistics out reeding %2 expericnce the perscnal pain of resettle-
mORtS. —_— '

|
The seminars wereparticularly valuable, consisting of: epening acoress 2y feter
Storey, legal and econsmic impiications by Jimmy Palss, slicde-tage presestation
=n ltamekeng (remcval cf a small village in YNatal), testimonies from Sermend and
“cthe, parel guesticns ard answers. g
Statoments made by Peter Storey have Zrawn comment {and attack) kere in Scuth
Africa. ! have examined =95t of the Press cuttings and find them reasconably
accurate hut unfair in what they left out. [ see that "Tantalus"in the Sunday
Exarpss a*tarend =p as "fatuous” for seying the Nkomasi Accord was ":TEﬂT!ng]E"EE“
and"Hogarth” in the Suncay Times has accused me of “bearing false witress” for
saying that the Scuth African system was “wholly covparable with Hazi Germary”.
The following is a verbat:n of my oft-repeated arswer to Nkcmali suestions:
"Last year the Church Leaders called on all parties in conflict in 5.A. to lay
down their arms, and therefore the first thing we must co is 10 EF1CEME anything
that stops people shooting each other and starts them talking to eacln other.
Insofar as the Accord does this, the Churches, who are committed to non violent
change, welcome 1%, ) )
But we must say with all the power at our command, that unless the policy of
Torced removals is stopped and unless Scuth Africa's internal policies are changed
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such agreements will i1n the end be meaningiess. In the lcng run fand that s the
only run that matters) the fundamental issue is not South Africa’s relation with
neighbouring states, but the South African Government's relations with 1tS Own

people, particularly the Black sopulation.

In respect of comparisons with Hazi Germany; I used an address first delivered here
in Johannesburg at the Black Sash Week on Forced Removals .
“A people, systematically stripped of all their rights, including citizenship itself,
and then, having been made aliens and non-people in the land of their birth, shipped
off into a limbo of designated places where their continued existence is totally ord-
ered by the whim of their rulers - in the case of the Jews, to be finally disposed
of by Genocide.
Now let me ask: if Hitler and Himmler had stopped short of the gas ovens, if those
<ix million had been simply left to make their cwn way 1n those places, what then
would have been the difference? :
how iet us ask: wnat of the scale of Hitler's crime? Surely that unbelievable
figure of 6 millions is what distinguishes it? But South Africa is more than half
way there: 3% milli ylready disposed of by resettlement and another possible
2 million to go - 3 +11lion shor: Sf ditler’s thial. .
how let us ask: What of the motive? Surely that is different? Is it? For Hitler
the deciding factor was race. 59 i gurs:—For Hitier the-motive was to be rid of
unwanted people. S0 is curs. 7o "purify the nation" or %o ensure a white South
Africa - what is the difference? ' .
Now let us ask: what of the resulg? With Hitler it was the destruction of one
secple and the dehumanisation of arather. !n South Africa people are not killed, and
there are” those who say "while theré 15 1ife; there's hope®. I wonder! Death tdkes
- 4ifferent forms and the fact is that it is only where there is HIPE that there 1s
life. Real life, as distinct from meaningless existence is inextricably bound to the
reality of Hope - to be able to see visions and dream dreams. Take that away and life
is reduced to mere exi1s5ting. . L
There is no escaping the ccmparison?
The “komati statement was made —any times in respinse .3 ~upstigns,- the ather.
was made at two seminars as part of an cpening address.

Perhans these full suotes of what { said will set the recard straizhi. [ Rave
WJritten o both the Sunday Ixoress and Surday Times Sut ¢o n2t expect any redress
there.




