VON-YJOLENCE T Y fittios & Teaetitetion Divisten

R — L

SACC
. Gorrespnndence To: B5 Princess 3t.,

Mayfair,
2092 Jo

Phone 011-35-6582
THEIRD QUARTER 1983

THE CHANGING PURPOSE QOF THIS LETTER

ithen this letter began in 1979 its purpose was to encourage none

viclent =ction towards pesce and justice in
South Africa. It was felt that the aczdemic discussion on the merits,
rights and wrongs of viclence zni non-vislence h=d been carried on
long enough, that we should stop arm:jng amd let those who believed
in certain courses of action pet on with it znd demonsirate their
validity, if they con.

Without telling others to be non-violent, least of all those who suffer
205t from the violence inherent in the South African system, let those

who want to see non-violent change, especially if they ars in the privilegea
white position, be the ones to act (not talk) and put their bodies

sacrificially in the way to absorb and turn back the violence we =211 would
like to see ended.

This Tevs letter therefore aimed:

(2) 2s =n encouragement to others to report czases of this hezppening,
nowever small those cases were, and

(b) to put imterested people in touch with groups =znd resources on non-
violence,

“e c:d mot zim to carry zarticles on non-violence, but_sonstimes referred to
vwhat was available,

-hen crme the Conscientious ﬂhgeat;nn iseuwe in vhich z hapdful of courageous

young men offered themselves
*2 be the viciins of the Jelence &Gt end its lzck ol rrovigcion for <the 20
rather than pgo to war and make other people thcir visiims., It “es - nen-
viclexzt zctisn of civil ﬂlﬂcnﬂbiﬂﬁﬂﬂ. Groups formed cpizicoecusly round
rems, (- T

}

Py the 4ime h:lf a dozen of them hz2d fone to prizon the Tistie uas
r:;a:n*_t ted 4o changing 2 law thnt had siocod since 1912 and vhizh cuccessive
‘nizters o0f Defence h~d said would net bec ch~ngad.

That chanre came this rear, accommeodatine to some extent tha main thrust
£ thase who hai led the -ctiofi for chanre (nzﬂe-' shristian ﬂ*“ifism],
but -t the s~me tine using the immense pover ol the State %2 out-={lan

+hat thmust ~nd z4irize a blow i -ny videning ¢f k2 concescsion %o
~seo~modate "sust war' -nd other objcctors,

Murther impmvenent of the 20 nrovicions *: i % SuT Zould zome through
similar saerifici-l o2tions vy others diresily - Lle 4 cho, in their
sufferinps, the moral isscuces for uvhich Lhey oi-rd,

Mernwhile, in = small woyy, the cousiiilities o nonavislense have bemun

to be reaconcidered ond %o reqoin credcmal,



-~ There heve been remarkrbly affirmative stctemerts by leading chmroh
people, such as that of Archbishop Hurley ot the irial of Charles Yeabss

-~ There have been enquiries by the ohurches and action, such as the decisiem
of the Presbyterian General Assembly (PCSA) c2lling its ministers to
disregard several laws, including the Prohibition of ¥Mixed Rarrizges Aot,
which decision was followed by a number of other churchesj

- There has been the growth of the Trade Union movement where, zlthough mom~
violenoe may not be a principle, experience is being gained in the power
of both co-operation and non-cooperation on a large scale;

-~ There have been seminers, etc.,quite irdcpend
learning of non-violence in several prric of
publicztions like Dr.Margaret Nash's "Zhrict
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- There hzs been the phenomenal growth c¢f thc anti-nuclezs znd pro-life
movement in the Northern Hemisphere whigh carnot tut ©te noiiced here,

and several very capzeble South Africans have been geining experiemce
in non=violence oversezs;

~ There hrs been the GANDKEI film at an appropri=te time.

If I am correct in this cssessment, 2s I hope I am, then this Fews Letier
and my own z2bilities become quite in~degquzte to cover =11 the "news™ and
I gladly give up the attempt!

About 300 peovle in South Africa now receive this Leiler, and nany of them

are more 2ctive and czpable in social
reform thn I am, My idez of a nev function for it is to pass on to the
ceveloping movement for non-violence any ideas and forms of action that
come to my notice or otherwise occur to me, together with any sources of
more detziled information or: experience,

Any comment Dy readers on this proposed developmeat will be so welcome,

ind for themext few issues resders can exnect an experimertal mixture of
scrz=ps of news that come nmy way plus tentative icdecs of what peosple inclined
to non-viclence might =2ttempt in SA at present.

SOXSCIATIOUS OBJECTION

tpart i‘:-:um Jehovzh's ¥itnesses severzl yvoung men have refused the July '83
intake %o the SADP, but it wil) now not bc pocsitle for this Tlews Letier to
keep ztrezs t ol all the details. You con nsscist them ©y teinp part of a
30 Support Group in your creaz (if there is nne) Three TewW gToups have
recently formed in Fort Elizzbeth, Pretoriz and Pieclermazitizturg. The
poorle to contact are:

Zzpe Town ir Iike loux, 6 Christow 31, losebank 65=3523
Jurbzn s Sue Brittion, Zox 1879, Turban 31-2609
Johamnnesourg s Adele Kirstien, 11 Anson ..n,"tr.':-'b*::‘ts"--m £20-T151
Port ZlizoDeth Mr liorman Hecoth, 29 Hurd St, Uewton Park 10.2291
Pretoria ¥r Peter Creenvood, 3170 3Smuts 5%, ¥loofsig €2-2278
Pieterm=ritzturyg lr FPeter llerchoff, PASSA, 703 Loop S5%. 2=0052

The zxnu=l C0 Conference in urban resolved to 7o beyond cimply helping
20c to handle the lepislative provicions or penzlties and {o ¢call and work
for an end to conscription., The Conference stotement is rvailable on request.

"OB=DI=ICT; SUBHISSION & CIVIL  DISOBEDITNCEM is the title of a leaflet
) recently put out by the

Church & Yation (SA) Commitice of the FCSi. I% .ists come 20 canser of

civil dizobedience in the Tible and then cxamines the Creek woras used

in the Yei' Tesiement for “cher" snd "submit". Sincle conies can be had on
gy g




