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with no reports or formal studies on the salvatmn theme. The
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Some deegates sad the coclesastical .ad  ecumcnucal
Rructures in Africa are stil! basically action-onented, there is
Hnttn:ﬁtrdnﬂanhhﬂ‘th:rdmn:hndme“m
now concerned pnmarnily with thar mternal Lie, the Afncan
Church @ sull reaching out exatingly 1o the world around ot

‘Salvation”’, sasd Bena-Sdu of the humbangusst Church o
Zure, ‘s not 3 matter of refiection apd definion. [t = &
reality that changes your iz and the world around you.

“Here in Banghok we can reflect on and discuss salvation
but in Zare, we coiebrate, and proclaim 2 — not the other way
around

Afncans thercdore came 1o Hanghok with open mainds and
thewr contnbutions 1o the Sahvation Todav debate were
onginal and $PORIATET W

Call to Action

Culturally, Afrcans are relatively free of the guat coninicues
of the Eastern and Weastern cultures. For us, .-rrr"u-rc ha.s
wabon 3 Rot sane bbealion from puslt bul 8 call for action
The salvation of Chnst mcans 3 war aganst o

As Sclomen Lodiga of the South Alfncan Counal of
Churches put it, ‘Come to South Afnca and see my people.
See if you can tell them that God has forgiven then. For my
Hhhmllmbﬂttudmwﬂumnmn
be agunst the law’ .

But it was not only in stuatons of racal conflict where
malvation had 3 dificren: mcanung There were s situations
of political oppresmon. of utter matenal poverty, of debulitating
discascs, where salvation most also invoive the attempt to
make and keep man's Lic himan

Thas s net 2 new message for Africa, but the Alncan
churches will recoiwe @ with greater confidence than before
Chnstas churches helped to Sbvelop and humanise Lic in
wopical Afnca. The difference this time s that they are
wvolved in hﬂ-nluu unquely and consously  as
Chrstians.

ﬁMWp‘nu{:i’mmmm
--Fdﬁ-h_f It shared, not ealy the tremendous
achacvements, power and glory of Western avilization, but alsa
in its shoricomingy—colofuaham, opprossion and  whate
racism. It helped to destroy the Afncan cultural hentage and
" Te be an cffecrive agent of Chrst's salvauon today, the
Afncan Church must this ume live beyond history. African
churchmen arc obsessed with a scnse of history and purpose.
They scc themscives standing precanously on the brink of a
tremendous Chrstian age.

- As the All Afnca Conference of Churches (AA.C.C)
General Secretary Burgess Carr explained in Banghok, the
pondulum s swinging “fram the North Atlante world, from
the Western, the white, the nich world, 10 Africa, where we
have today a Christian population eplosion. We are about to
become the centre of Chrstianury’.
hihhmmwﬂhmah

dislogue approach to evangelism. “T'o work for church growth

4 Prusfitcs,

and rencwal w', according to Pastor Scth Nomenyo, ‘the
chicf abuding and irreplaccable task of Christian messson’.

" The second mcssage from Banghok to Afnica was 1 call
that the Church in Afnca must now become a full partner with
others in Chnst's total messson i our world today—a world
charactersed by profound closeness and oncncss through
sophsticated communscation sysiems and vet equaly pro-
foundly divided poluxally, economucaly, culturally and
Tl

“The TWME Assembly ia Menwo Cay an 1963 called for
‘misson 1A s conlinents. Banghok went bevond this to
Missson 10 one world

Afncans I R F T T

Raloly  Deef Ihas New OLRCepd, Ol

4T R L T H; kavs Whg o

they fownd themscives in Lhe am -

athrm thar scll-ba
refuse Merely to be raw matenals used by uther peupee to

amd arad dentity meore vipwousy., We

achocye their omn sdavalosn , Seclared Hn..r;rm L &IT.
of the Prabiierian Church

Vice-Charman of AACC, proposed a

Juhn Gatu, fi:’r:ri.'hu;u:-:y
of Last Afnia ar
morateliuim o the sending of Anssoriary personnel and funds
to aliow us 1o develop our own resources, define our own
fully and grealive.y uUliule Gul OWT  Zolius N
wilnessing for Chnst in our own CouRiIY, if 0wl own slualon,
AMONG Ul OWD PCOPC

Bethue. haplagat, henva's most co.cbrated misswnary who
s now working for the Sudan Cound of Churches as director
of a mammath rehabiiiation and resctilcment programme,
spusc’ of the probiems of the transfer of power and scathmgly
enticazed the power clites and structures of the Third Warld.

" “These are oficn very bad umitations of the power clics
and structures of the colonial powens', he saud.

Of the Afncan delegates, only Bena-Suu of the hombanguist
Church welcomed whole-heartedly the call for warld musson.
’l came here .'u..-m the depths of wolalion 1o seek our common
Chnstaan dent.

Bena-Silu was igu.un; trom a diferen: background from
all the ather delegates. He represented an independent church

., he said.

which had gone through an :dentity ¢nas, had been forced

(by governmen:) into accepling 2 ‘moratonium’ on foreign
- mussionancs and funds, and Lved for nearly hali s contury on
Black theology—the only Afnican church, perhaps, now ready
to_joen the World Council of Churches and speak there with
an authentic Afnican vosce

RELEVANCE FOR SOLTH. AFRICA
For South Afnican churches in particular, Bangkos is of
special importance. This 18 s0 cven though no plenary
debate was devoted 10 South Afncan problems in solation
from world problems.

. 1. The need for a reinterpretation of the Gospel s a marnter

of extreme urgency. The majonity of white Christians, who
are at the same ume architects of a social and political system
that, o say the least, betrays the heart of the Gospel, have
yet fo learn the imphcations of the Gospel in matters of
race rclations, for instance. The whites in 80 far as they have
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