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" AN"OPEN LETTER .TO DESMOND TUTY

.Hy delr Dtsmnnd _

Thi; Flit Htﬁk yﬂu hl?t a::rt!ly b&eﬂ but ﬂE my #indﬂ_ How could youl
E?trrbﬂdf is once. again talKing about’ you. . Especially the government,
And once ﬁgnin, ‘they are. t;lking in the only. language’ thty seeni’ Lo knuu '
_ Hhen thﬁf are uddrtaiing usi the language -of sccusation, threats and
'intimidntiun But yﬂu .nd I kgcw, this is rnnlly Lhe miulﬁnt ?EIbﬁ&ity
g af dteply featfui “en & O . :
ﬁpplrently, :aking auay rnur pls5purt uas nnt enahgh - Making the work.
of the South African ﬁnuncil of Ehu:uh&s 1nfinittly motTe difficult did-
not suffice;: We afe now’ htating the -so-faméliar sounds that:are the . -
prtkudt ‘te’ “Erigdadigheid", a Eact which budtﬁ i1l for ynu and the Cnunﬂll
"You are, theéy say,: . 5upqu!ing subversivt Eltﬂ!nta ind tnﬂaurnging a
ravplutiunary climate in- South Afric: . 'You are mow "promoting. the aims.
of the ANC", " Beciuse. of all this,” ynu are now - cunsidtred an_-enemy af the
.stltt, 1nd¢ed, an_enemy of “South Africa.. A ‘dangerous subversive who does
not dtatrwq a pas!pﬁrt and now éven runs a. gfeater riah - 'or s0 we" h&ar.;
'After having made you. the victim of a :Jmpli:n promise. to nppense the,
luurst ‘of the rl:l:tai thy now want to use you to divert attention frnm
thelr. obvious- innbilitf to face’ the cnnsequtnces of thttr digastrous ,
‘policies and te undo the damagt dnne tu Qut cuuntry nnd it: ptqplt aftﬁt '
dtttdtﬁ af ap;rthtid N Gl .

o
-\_

'}Hy fir!t r::ﬂtian was, lﬂit:. . Hhaf utter rubbish I thuughn,- Frncisely
who is'the .danger to our society and to the future of this country?’ . Who -
‘ﬁI"Eiﬁ__ﬂ*fﬁi*ﬁiﬁﬁfiﬁ_fﬁit now’ pli:u:s Sduth ‘Africa? _ Who has taken away . -
‘the few pitiful" pﬂlitit;l tlghts ‘that we had so that thty could inflict
their pullcfts upoT -us uifhﬁut raapansibilit? EE.“’7 ‘Whose laws are making
“criminals. outaf men; women ‘and childten who want ouly a decent.life together
‘as a family?" ' Whose greed and :vnricl ulnim 87% of the land and in so. doing
‘rob millions of. Enuth Africans of their. hlrthrl:ht? ‘Who is ‘trampling ﬂﬂ out
,_huulnity :ﬂd uur Gﬂd gtven di;nltf? Vet e . m ERRY a“

Hut by :ny stretch ﬂf th: im:ginltian can ygu bt 4c;used uf 'creating . .
;tevulutiwnlty Eltmltt“ in. South Africa. ' No, it .is your very ‘actusers,
whp through their, £ntr1nsigtn¢t and ‘their qtuhharn refusal to respect the -
_dignitynaf black personhood; are. doing that., - It is they who are denying. -
‘us: seaningful. plrticipltinn, 1nsu1tlng us. with the puppet institutions- they-
themiselves uuhld have’ acntn:d. It ds. they. who through . :helr draconian. .
me;surts; 5¢tttng aside the rule of" fau, have . banned. nrganisutluns that
wanted ptlceful change, detained withour trial, hanned and: exileﬂ the heat
_gf the snn: lnd daughterj uf Suutq Afthn. ,-

'II is bhey th hl#e dﬂng 50 munh to. h:Lp cﬂnvihtt ggntfltiahs nf blnnk oK
‘South Afrrclns th:t nnn—vinltnt prut!st has no chance in South Afri:a. “For
~years we have pttitinned mltth&d ‘pleaded, cried, tried to speak ito the
cnnsnitnct nf white: Eauth Africa's govermment, - rThEY have answered with
pﬂlice with dettntiﬂng Iﬂd tearg:s, with ‘dogs and’ :uns. -~ And’ with: that -
_ﬁnfinit: tﬂnt!mpt nf violent men who have nothing. left but the power of ‘the
gun, - No, it is not yuu who ‘have tutnt& so many of our old pecple. into. k'
-ct!:ture; Hithnut hnpa ‘and ‘joy nnd so many of out young penple intn A
}despertdqtaa It is th:y.



- ]1 -
Ecunews Volume 14/1981 September 18, 1981

e S R R EE R R R R R R R E L R R R R LA AL B b TETEITER AR EEEEE

But then agaim I thought, if they only knew you, the can who sarned
our love and the respect of the world. I heard you speak so often,
here and abroad, with such honesty. I have seen you cry tears of
genuine anguish as you spoke of White people’'s unwillingness to listen
apd to understand. The very tears which have made you suspect in the
eyes of so many “radicals", You want 3o ouch te belleve in the
residue of goodness In Whites that many of us think you naive on that
point. [ have seen how your desire for true reconciliation between
Black and White has earned you the scorn of those who cannot belleve
in reconciliation anymare. And yet you have been able to retaln your
integrity, even with enemies,

For thes you are an enery of South Africa. For ui you afe a True
South African, a champlon of the cause of the poor, the weak, the
dispossessed, a [ollewer of Jesus Christ, In what you have done, ¥ou
have done no more than to reflect the deep feelings of the Black
corpunity. You have beem no more than the volce of the voiceless,

You are 4 man in deep love with your country, But they will never
understand that. For ther, loving South Africa means to” accept
apartheld snd White supretacy, huniliation and exploitation, It means
to bow your head in submission and say "Ja baas" even If deep in your
~heart you despise yourself. They do not understand that loving South
africa means precisely to despise apartheid and all that system has
made of. all of-us, White and Black, It is to fight for a country
where we shall no longer be ruled by fear and greed. But you speak a
truth that is too humbling, a message that is too disturbing.” The love
you offer your country i3 too demanding, and {n's real sense, too overs
vhelning. It Is true that a prophet is not honoured nor loved dn his
own land, but it is slso true that a nation that cannot respond to such
a love has set fire to its own future,

Ss let them accuse you; millions of us love and support you. Let them
accuse you; when the true history of this country comes to be written,
you will be counted as a true son who fought for her integrity and her
life. Let them accuse you; in the Church of Christ you shall be
honoured as a pastor,.a prophet whose obedience to God was more than the
fear for those who rule this world. Let them accuse you; In that Great
Day He will call you good and faithful servant., Forl affirm wich all my
heart the words of the Belgic Confession, that om that day “the falthful
and elect shall be crowned with glory and hooour ... sll tears shall be
wiped from thelr. eyes; and their cause which 13 now condemned by many
jidges and magistrates as heretical and implous will then be known to be
the cause of the Son of Cod.™

i
As for cyself, 1 thank God that 1 may call you friend and brother, Let
us pray for one anothér, so that the temptation to succumb to the false
gods shall not overcome us, and that our vision of”the promised land
shall not be dimmed, mor distorted. And let us be assured that neither
death, nér Llife, nor angels, nor principalitles, mor things present, nor
.things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
‘all crestion, will be able to separate us from the love of God which Is
in Christ Jesus our Lord,

-

The peace of the Lord be with you my brother,

ALLAN BOESAK



