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of liberation from all forms of oppression. It is a movement
deeply imbued with the beliel that'The gospel of Jesus Christ pro-
claims the total liberation of all peoples, and that the God and
Father of Jesus Christ is the God of the oppressed.

There is another point | wish to make. We must remember that
in situations such as ours blackness (a state of oppression) is not
only a color; it is a condirion. And it is within this perspective that
the role of white Christians should be seen. Certainly | 'do not
refer 10 those whites who for so long have been leaders in the
black churches. Nor do | refer to those who happen to be in con-
trol of churches where blacks are the majority. | speak of those
white Christians who have understood their own guilt in the op-
pression of blacks in terms of corporate responsibility, who have
genuinely repented and have been genuinely converted: those
whites who'have clearly committed themselves to the struggle for
liberation and who, through their commitment, have taken upon
themselves the condinion of blackness in South Africa. In a real
sense, they **bear the marks of Christ."” They are part of the black
church, not as lords and masters but as servants, not as ""hiberals”™’
but as brothers and sisters, for they have learned not so much to
do for blacks, but ta identify with what blacks are doing 1o secure
thewr hberation. -

This is the black church, and it 15 about thes church that | shall
he concerned here. Before | can begin 10 talk about the black
church and the future, however, | shall have o look at our present
situation.

The Struggie of the Black Church

What is the position of the black church in South Africa today?
It is a church that has been uncertfain of its identity. The black
church in SouthrAfrica has not yet succeeded in attaining for itsell
an authentic identity. lo many cases, white control is still a reality
and that makes it difficult for blacks to identify with the church.
By **white control’" | do not mean only administrative control—
although it is important who decides and really speaks for the
church—I am also thinking of the predominantly white image of
the black church: in style, in witness, in commitment.

The structures that blacks have inhenited are geared 1o the



