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A BLACK VIEWPOINT ONM THE SPECIAL PSC O TE STATE OF TWE NATION -
by PAT LEBETHL

From April 7 to April 11, Lhe Erglican Buanops, representatives of tha clafgy
and laity, together with other rescurce persons, =at 3t Ha=mmanskzaal St
pater's Confatence Centfe, Lo Lakw & rsaliatic loox at tre Stats of the Lation
at this time whan the country is SiNking deapar ari despar, 1nto irCeuocable
CCiSLS.

To =y sind the Lone af l.hl"l.'ill"'"l-r_lrl'll:-i ghould haye Sean Zeadly Marioul Lhrough=
out, bechuse undal JIITUBBLION warEd

e Tne fate of a pecple, wha ara irtalligent, @ oustrious and rasasrainle
Byt had nevar Deen giyven tre chance to DuP tagLf Sun liuvdds

- Tre ceatns in catanticn ang proteat =arches F cganle ™3 sare t.ored 27
being dictated ta oy fore.gTard in kg Lara 2f el DLEtn.

- AR sgugaticn des.gred far crarp chiLdras ta3 —ake 3F SFaC A 5., a=natigh
that would ser.# tha intecests of tha Lhitas. i

% The deociuaticn af 8 pe~ples citiransnip Oy avil, tllagal ar3 :rTorfal
BEEoE, S#.aW"iT. 03 of tReLD SILOLDy Lo er.mal entities PAaCET Ty
teieal. p@d TjoLernTentE” .

Tha credbtion of thase "momalarls” has qEmgshE 1f LYs wase 8 Tlood af =i4@Ly

and suffecing. &=gng trem 13 whe SiGratary L3bouE Syatem QRLcT TIeas3 ul ilack
Familios resu.tLNg L0 juwdnile JElilGuantcd. llggitimacy and pOI8TLiuiian.

L

As & result of the creat.on af thele horalargs, Black peaple afe SenLAEd
freshold rigrhta Ln theilf Courttly. A4 even erog Dacalog in RoUSing 10 tha
locatiors .38 atcouragad to ma-a stw= fgel urcoafortatle 10 Ere LITAN afoas
gnd thus sosed oo ther trek To tPE wosalaman .

Sguatter camgs li=e Uribe., Earagenst, Toddercas Aocad ang athecs spring of
out of the neec to protéct 4”1 «H4ep OCeT 04 paof all that 18 dJeal o NS,

Theara 1% also Lhe .80 prasent INOLN sf LrasployTent = tha last Lo La mioed
and tra Firast to be fired as tne South Efgicen dictum Gons.

Unesployment Lise sll cthar Dismianas oo <he Sauth African scena has Desn
caysed by tha LNACCansLgent, ccgmatic anc Jormallatie outloak towarss Life
that has charactarises tha gol.cymadans gf ERis Couwntfy since l3ad ard bayoard.

With all this and =many SOCd SCusiBl 14%L93, [ =ua® zonfess | was crsapgcintad
by the overall performance. = becams -léar that daspibe <Hat Fapcenad sinca
June L8, 1976, white South Afoica, sigrificantly the Write saction of ima
Christisn Cruczh in 3outh AfZ.ca, "ed 3400 "ota.Rg and Ls&rnt NAthing.

[ pirposaly stress “tra khitd gm-tian af tne Christian Chypch in South
Afcica™ ceuld BL%PCuLgT w8 PLoTEss 1N oul Cuchariss erat "aa uha 408 ana
body partake of tha cna Drsas” wa Suat aomit wa are & gdivicea Chyicr, &
divided society, 3 land dividad agai~st 1csalf. We haye lived agarct fof
so long Ehakb it wistually ircossiola ta be on the sane wll il BngEh.

This cama up tima and again 7iring sose of tre discusslons, like when &
Wnita celegate said part af tna grabies with Slack aducation wad that 4 greak
majority of Glack teactiars raz a ari probles.

le gid Aot ko wntil Pd Lcs i ssssrmrssmnnasanas
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He did mot know until ke was told that Far tha =oabt’ part tha poor teachers
were Torced ‘o cring escessively out af frustration. [t Ras been stressed
in soSe Quar:ers that Whilbts South Afcice reeds to Be wducated abogbt tha
plight of their fellow-countr,man, but | strengly begin toc rave Zoubls
whathar thigs L9 not anot=ar a-ar=pr3a im Fobility.

Educationists will bear ms out trat yo9. can only teach socecqe «ha ls keen to
learn, and khize South Africa ccesr': want to krow acout the slignt of the
Black man. She CO4sSN't want to be Dothared «ith "rative problevs™. It is for
that reascn that 4he pays Caxes 30 that the police farce ard-tre Dgpartment
of Plata)l Aelatiors can harale that zrsola™.

It is for that reascn “rat | re..e.8 we coerate 7n differgnt cavalae~gtms. For
inatance «rer wa talksd of tra Clucaticr coides, B0 ul Fiacs3 ué wara Taleing
sbout hunireds 2f chilglen in s=hzal wnifarss LhISuGPout tha counify, ~oued
down By buliets, rundreds =are .0 Jatan®iin, with thaip pafante rotl =nouing
whabhar they .are al.ve of 2444, A2=a Fonirads =afe .f A@LlgPoIuiing Coumirias
living as Ta'.gaes. '

It im with thiag if #ird LPar you oA Lrcarstend Sy 109008 8134 C47 J:85usd
this li!ui.Lﬁ & climical fasrign,. <Fy JLE% Bacause an RouT 353 B4 wdd SALELTG
Bo Pis Wi“® ©.AF =C@ 30 5Te a7 §Te Far o cLah al: moe iRat Little Jomwy and
Sancra uefe ".Te, 379 Fd J0l.30 1Te® e 3:hoal Lith thell lunch gacas. TR
LB SOuUER SPrica = 5@ .4°7 3 " OF..Lidged ard Lhe uroarplisi.egT.

One grisvance aleays CTiIOGY t3 LiGPt other interreleted Grimyanzas, |
pecscrally 3 not 80 oy S133Iu3%.0G TTase GTLeANCes wilbh Jhited Datausd
besides Seirs #eDatislsiTg, LoGy ~4=a Ta saem patratic and Lo search of olty

angd | belimur 1 Fa.o gride and figntty. I~ any case, <My "ust Uad al.age Te
talling Whitas Fau =u2m Trey ~.ft ua A L Shey 12 "ot wnae, after ali thay
rappen to De Dart or tre prabies tat cLEpaLcds tre cotple.itias af our lives.

This brings %o ®isnd a~0LRé: tss.@ WFil® <ropped ub during the Qiscussion an
Femlly Life. Somizteciy tre Buriirg 1834 FEC® a8 Nge TO0 Clicu=went Lhe
raciat laws trat Sexe = wery, of Slacs Crrietian fescly Life Dy the Creatlon

of tre migrant iabourar. Efflus a a2 Irflyd Control, scuatter ca~gs, and tha
backlog of housirg for ETac«3 i1n urban arsan. )

When one Qrievance & doscuRsed, .t aluays boings o LugRi atrer related
grievences. It was wnile 3ticussing grie.ances in 3lack family Life that
proble®ms such A8 poastituibicr, i.lej.timacy ang Juvenila Jallrouency CARE
up.

Somg of the w-ite celegates jloated Lr righlighting t™ese Dlafiiras 10 the
Black commu iky, 83 LF z~a%a craractar.isd tog olac« scz.al struct.re, forgetting
that un the muz-y nita acear o' _anglaagte, ™ay*aur an@ Doarafontaim you
ean Flrg Wnika t=anltiodss, tmampe,. woerils dalirluoents, cdug BS2LCTE,
Bloorolics &Rd sE.@=8. “oroFacacett TmIoogPoL . TR CSGOtIy wnole fsal otphars
comprise baraiy ¥ af trp irmates. [t Sill propatly shock Whites Ta Jiscover
that we know these thirnga astout “nha=m,. fargetting that our =otnars and sistars
parmeate their comgstic atrcatilirs ang conk and clean up in These sucgosed
arphanages seeing ana haaring all trat goes on thage. This i3 not meant to
be a mugslinging auerC.38, thad crirc.oal icea was just to clarify a few

Buray polnta, although 1 &7 avala tﬂit my pownt say e miscopatrued And
Biginterpreted in 30 A4ny wdyss

fburihq Ehm dlAzUTTio® 60 LU0 sasasseccmrcsEsssEEssEAmmenE s
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During the discussion on the findings of the group dealing with Politics, some
people's blood pulses shot up whan toe issuse of one man ore vole was discussed.
It haa naver ceasad to Ffascinate ma fow moat Whites go on bthe defensive when
this ifssus L8 brought up. It's all r gnt oFf White teenagers, drunks, prostitutas,
and "wont-works' ceacicde =y Ffate, but 1% cogsn't seew alright if [ have to

decide their fate.

[an S=ith said one =an one wote wouid nat amgpen on hia lifatirma, Dut beafore
his lifetise was 7 msnths olag fro= the ti=ae he had macda thalt staterment, he
agreed to ibt. 50 1t can' ba tha® bagd after all:

Our delegate stood up during the proceecinga to say Sar=13® ahayld not bDe
irgited o the Trrasicde a8 1F 1% wan Ehe fasily Cak, The :imaus undaer difcussLan
wis ot Marxiss but Pan's inPusanity to Man. Coma ko Lmife of Lt, ohat 13
wihong with Magxisa™

Blacks haven't dons too wesel undar the present social orger. e are drastically
im need of a new social orcar ang Marxis® =iaht well Da the ans.ar. [ parsorally
ol LT the Prurch could co=gsi4t =it fasciam [ don't see Fow L% can't wibh
Facxigm,

Ancther regrettatle part of tre confersnce wcas. that, the delsgates 2ig nat
get the opportucity, of ~earing Fipdt-nand ceports from the people from the
differant acress of stEass, A3 was arigirslly plasrted, Hich thing might
hive pricked ather peccla's corsciances and i en thae coanfaranca Lha
aeriocLsnass Lt desarved.

Mr Lebethe is a staff memper of the Arglican Church's Justice ang Aecorciliation
Division, whecr also seals sith ecucation,
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