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We have acquecsced in the de-
nial of the authenticuy of our
own life expenence or our ds-
tincive  sclthood. We have
scemed to want to apologue for
our exstence. the agenda of
which has been determined by
the Westerner ¢

s fang as the Westerrers amaist in
having the monopoly of theological
educatton there can be no relevant
thevlogy which emurges oul ol the
Alncan worldview ket alone a thee
logy which ‘ea. senotnhy witt the
vital s of carp o ppressen For the
h'ack church o be relevant an the
south MMoncan sitimataon, theological
cducation must seriously deal waith
those questions, bt that ca onh e
reabsed when blwh thoelogians take
the miatng of providwp that theo-
togy | agree with Profoswsor Ot
b dens obsgiy atpon

I oihe o Ruse® o0 Adrwa diw o nent

iabh aod. asbea o B 0 i thea”

hrgnal aimong am! accept the
fact that oty preatest amméduiie
shallenge »n relovance. then o
will be an ewen greatef nstru-
ment o creating  post-{hris-
tundy than has been hitherto, '

L et us proceed to cxamine the con-
tent of hlack thealogcal educatien

1]
THE CONTEXT OF
Bl ACK THEOLOGIC AL
EDUCATION

By thevlogical education | mean
that retlection which 1 undertaken
by the thevlogwal communny: to
undentand the meamng and the pra-
an of the Chrstian fath in the even-

P Dsaond Tt =W hether Theobogeal 1 da
catam” AN Alrcan Ponpecine.” Theolep-
il Edutnibon | Sumamgt 19730, p 171

U GO Ovilsmren.  Post-Ohristlanity s
Abries [Grand Rapsds. Mink W B Ennd-
mawn, (EL p 333

day life and mumstry of the Churche
If we take this definition scriously.
then theological cdocation’ ‘cannot
be separated [rom the total ministry
of the Church. \Ilrhuhl t-hur ml-iﬂ
this point clear:

In the firy place mh l:d'unlmn.
now as always, i concerned with
the nurture ol men and women
whose buuness in life it will be
to help men to sée their imme-
dute  perpleutics, jovs and’
sulfenngs 1n the light of an ul-
aate meaning to live as cifizens,
ol the inclusive socicty of being..
= amd te relate  ther  present
rhuin'.a._ht furst and last decmons
made abouwt them in the rotality
of human haiory by sovéicign
framanny .

P ncologwal educanon wakes plice
m the concretencss of the human
communiy av  respome o God's
actinaiy revealed o Jesus £ oomst p
the worhd The pout | wah fo empha
size v that the context of theological
educatwn u the Church 33 ot cxists in
any contcmporary wtuation, This is
what makes n nt. This means
within the context «f the South Aln-
can suation theolopical education
has to be part of the black rehgrous
expericnce, oI must be an expression
of what God » doing 1n the black
church and move towards the drs-
covery of his will” m'ld purpose for
humankind

Unfortunutely  black  theologacal
education at the moment does not €x-
press in nis content  the religiows

cxpenence ol the

communiy. It o tw:m:ull.'ll 3 !
moment, to talk ofiblack: theolopeal
education as n only Western
theok gical edvcapon. 1 be

Desmond Tulu nulrn this pun:

Hﬁtm

4 #.hgm Thr
ook Hinu‘.ln-

el it Mimdndry | Sew
ihers, I9%0L p 2 '
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in has vision for theologpcal educanion

in Afnca:
‘Thenlogical education in Africa
must seek 1o engage m a da-
logue with its own particular
context and not that of nthers It
must become authentically Aln-
can (black) helping the whole
people of God 1o engape
God™s mesion 0 hin world 10
hiberate men from all kindy of
oppression. 1o set them free o
enter into the glonous Iiherty ot
the Sons of God, 1o enable them
to be fully themscives so that
they will grow to Tull peraon.
hood, that w 1u be measurcd by
nothung ks tnan the personbos]
of Chrise, the perfect person ”

The partcular conteat of theo-
logral educabion » alwavs  deter-
muned by those whd enpage in it Nie-
bBuhr mnes 3 oy impastant guesiions
in tho regasd ~Whiat isthe commusure
in which the theologial schols carn
on thewr work and in which 1thoy s
part represent™ For hum this o
broad question 1in which he ranes
queshions about the denomination,
the navion and social context How-
ever, in doing so he u confronted by
what he calls the “ballling pluralism
of protestant reliygious life™ in the Uni-
ted States and Canada Rehigrous plu-
ralim & not the ssue in the cuntext
of black relipous eapersence, but the
real ssue for us o the exnting polit-
cal sitvatien m which the church
continues to make witness, It v 1o
this political context that black 1hew-
logxcal education must address wsell

The scope of this essay un-
fortunately-does not allow.me to pive
a broad analysis of the Sonth Afncan
pohitical situation, but | will attempt
to relate some of the aspects of my
aiique to it. The critical question

§ Twwpl™
%  Machube. p 5.
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to discover the task of black theologs-
cal education within the situation ol
the oppreawon of black people To
do that ket me eaplore the purpone
and the role of the black church 1o
the process of Liberation

imn
THE PURPOSE AND
ROIE OF THE Bl ACK
CHURCH 1IN THE PROCTSS
OF 11IBE RATION

H theclogwal education o retley
tn by the theolo gwcal commuemmy e
uhderstand the meaning and pravs
of the € hrstian &0tk e the evenvdosy
Llc and ronestey of the chusk the,
moaiis Black RO lopeal ol e
will hatve o vapicaly ar Lo wlard
ing ol the purpoese and role of th
Cherch Watheur the vandorstandig
uof the Chuiv® ¢ o ampomahle 1o
S T T & W S LU T LI
Pl educale o0 |

Sechphr rases very onilical ygues
[riels 1M tr}]hp [ T3] dtl’lllt tire ]‘THI'I."rh-.'
ol the Church, especiallhv i the
conient oo the Amencan eyperichor
His understanding s diakettic, i o
characterued by what he terms polar
synthesis, For him these i alwavs ten-
s an an undetsiatnding of the na-
ture of Chuich, lor example. the ten-
st belween Coamimuniny and instal -
toa, common mind and Forms, unils
and pluraliy. the Church and the
world In tryng to undenstand and
artiulate the purpone and the role of
the black churck, it s my intcnten o
address mywell 10 some of thes
yJucslions as they relate 1o the South
Alncan sitwativn

The Church s that communty of
belwsers called o cantence by
God’s biberating activity in the lile
and minstry of Jesus Chrnt; a3 com.
mumity characienzred by  profound
commumon with Jesus Chust 1o
put it in another way, the Church is
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that ¢community of believers which
participates in God's actmvaty of hber-
ation in the world fully realized and
authenticated in the life. death and re-
surrechion of Jesus Christ Such an
understanding of the Church already
implies 10y social context, as well as
affierming’ sts spirtual dimenven 1l
Church understood in the context ol
hlack religious exyperfience s thal
diname commumity attempling sc-
rioialy 1o live an accowrdance wath
the goapcl, a  commumis cha
racierwred by that profound wnse ol
Alrwan kimshup an which there
interrelaiod ness and sithud anatn
ARl ity mombers The onhe pro

bBlem emerging ouf ol s vedor
stanadomg of the € Rorch os that o0 The
widMiten] ik ‘1‘:;_' "‘ill':..h ".1I|| 7 walis

atwen, the black church has heen
srenitalised that o Lol 1o deal with
questions armang out af the politcal
srfuatecr, €8, oprression of hlack
perple .

| e emphass o on the church as a
coomgenneaty, but there o sery Little
awareness ¢l the church as an astitu-
feorl enasbony wntder a certain social
vedet, eg. Aparthesd The poaunt
which needs 1o be emphasized s that
in the content of beratun, we can-
not allord the split of the church as a
community and  imstituuon,  bug
o view ol the church must be Rodise
e D he Churd® exests 0 the world as
a comseguence of God's disclosure 1in
Jesus Christ as the one who hiber-
ates and in w hom hiberation becomes
possiblie The church.  therefore.
manifests el as  that communits
which reveals God's actinvaty o hiber-
ation m Jesus Chrat as well as that
malitubion which transforms soaety,
In the South Alncan situation this
means the church has to atfiem s
cuntone by dnuane imitiatine as well
as manitest its prophetsc existence by
baing cntical of soviety, The current
tenston between the church and state

in South Afrnca and eventual vie-
tmration of the church by the state
reflects on the part of the Christian
community the absence of this holis-

i view of the church.

The other imporant aspect in try-
g o understand the purpose and
role ol the church s the tenuon be-
vween waide and pluraliom, Thes s a
very complex guestron for the black
church 1in South Alnca, especalhy
thuse churches tounded by the mis-
LTPRT S LY movement s hlack
churches we rellect the schuwm of
Western church going back to the
porosd ol Reformanon. Tt is at this
"‘h_"!'l'. this® we W the RCgalive a;pﬂ:!_
ol Western Chentiangty The present
bacbood wmtv ot Mack chuich can
be vinmateh wohad by vur new v-
won af hberabion. Thia would aho
PPy 1o the question of rebgmous pla-
radisim, which we have alvo inhepted
froomy the SWest T corehat o s o
Church in the prowess of iineraloon,
wy need Lo retrese the Alrncan world-
view which blacks ¢ommonly share
in Suuth Alnca

The church in the process of liber-
atwn s understond in the context of
its Msston Wo the world — the church
incarnated in the world taking a con-
crete form in manidfesting God's liber-
ating activity a the world an Jesus
Chrest I this content the church be-
vomes the expresson of God's love
tor the wretched ot the earth — n
this case the oppressed; God's gnang
himiself in Jesus Christ 1o the world
to liberate ot from win. Whilst em-
phasizing this aspect, we should also
tealire that the church s i the warld
and vet not of the world. The church
as that community of believers
pettscipating in God's iberating act-
vity takes senously the plight of the
oppressed, and on the other hand
calis them to repentance from their
sin and thus hberates them from that
which denies their relationship with
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Christ in whom liberation & made
possble.

Having gnen this quick, perhams
oversimplified view of the church.
the question anscs where does theo-
lopieal cducation it inte all thi”
Black theuiugical educanion bevonnes
an endearour o undentand  the
church a» a2 community m whih
God's liberating actinity in Jésun
Chrost takes place. s 125k 1 1o re-
flect on the senrous implcations of
such an understanding Black theo-
logical education must armuoulate and
actively participale in the drama ol
(rod’s hberation of the oppressed [t
i from this penpective that in dis-
covers s authentw relrvant task in
the South African conteat To retuen
o Niebuhr once mere, theologoa!
education understonnd 10 the contend
of the purpose of the church hay a~
s task the mevecase o the hne 0!
Gid and maghbhour smong mon
Thn understarding 15 also implicd -
the back perspectine | have pust e
planed: In the South Alnicaesn cone
texl, however, it s to wrestle with the
guestion of our white neighbour whe
1s the appressor, expecially as the G-
pel makes it panfully clear thot we
should losve thowe who persecule us |
© do not wush 1o enter into thiv yues-
Gon here as it 5 one which warrants
parate trcatment Let us now g¢r-
- amune brictly a2 theological wider-
standing of the munntn lrom s hlack
penpecting

v
TOWARDS A BLACK
THEOQLOGICAL UNDER-
STANDING OF THF
MINISTRY

For black theological education 1o
be relevant 1o the Sowuth Afncan situ-
ation, ap must be made 1o
deal with the purpose of the prmiry
Al ths moment within the blick
Christian community there s N

BOAUK THFOEOGICAL TIUCATHON

cleurhy anwulated understanding ol
the munistry, except that which bhas
been ampeorted Irom the Western
churches. A proper penpectise ol
theologcal educatwon depends  on
vur understanding of the minisin
A\rnd here | am net addrcsang masell
toy the hroad contet ol the ministn
ol the whule church, but my conwern
iv with the cedained minstry How -
cver, we cannot even understand this
aspect of the minnin apait trom thy
tortal misson of the church, o whoh
we hind the Lollowing clemenats T
condisct of Wandup, D ademan.-
stration of Saciaments. 1) Preachine
ansd Lanne of Souls | hroughout the
e ol the Cnerch ot hasy alwass heot
P tasaits b0 Brozent wruimionfeds %09 P
Pt these tasks

"In MSeath Aewea wnths 1Me blak
Chintun community, manntis has
been and continues o be baswrd on
e 0 Bt traadileepsal poatiern o1
ettty Homeeser, Hie soonthant
peunt i Lo dogone? The purpeee ol
the ordamed manisiny by whach the
chuich gives Tull-ime responubilins
Lo men and women o work aod paru-
cipate 0 the mussion of the church
From a black theologwal perspectine
manitny should be understood in the
content of missvion, that of God's acn-
vity in the wurhd exprevsed and au-
thenticated i the bfe and work i
Jesusn  Chrst o hikerating the
wrctihed, the approsied, Irom theo
siuation of oppression Black menee
stry o that response to Gued™s call 1o
participate in this liberating activan
in the world. It s alww i the broader
seme the actinve participation ol the
Mack Chmtian commumis n Ceod'™s
reign and his wentdwation with the
wretched of the earth fulhy realised in
the crucifinion and resurrection of
Jesus Cluist

Thes underntandmg beads to 3 raud;-
cal conception af the specil. otlwe
ol the mamistry. | or examplc. the g
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verming of anng of the soubs as-
sUMmcy a new meamng, it becomes 2
hbcrating actimny n which the con-
crete social conditions of those wha
are minodered to and for are taken
with witer senousness  The paoant s,
pastoral  responubihiey becomes
pobitwal i the sense of bang enitical
al the wectal conditinns, e oppres
ston o which human sinlulpess
made mamfest Ia Sowh Atnca this
tarey a4 problemance guesbon ol
baving pastoral responsihabinn cven o
thoesg whae pagie ot e the opgees
a1 e atruciires, Puwass they fese by
feng ta the wretchod of the carth s
vic s ool demioang payaer manicst
the poluwy ol Ararthed The other
aer ctant et rclated Lo what |
Baen foo?® mabid on The comdi. b o wels
whipe Worship whelst retaining the
tadtonad elerwnts becomes an the
new pErdenstanding ool et 4 Futinal
soalfeatene amindat g vapergng ol oop
eroasirt b heeoinsy g celehoaiio
o Cremds Lberaticg acuvany mn Jose
U hen', moving the woershoppeds Lo
protound amvedvsment an the cverny:
cdan aftars of hic under oppresane
cofiditsns. Worhip bevomes an o
provan of God's v tery oner the Je-
M posers of evil in the world, o
bevomes That in which Guwd's victon
Linds expeession in the spiritual ¢on-
swwesness ol the wonhippers The
vty would e sand o the guestnen ol
the admunntiatiot ol sacramciiy and
preaching, i which the prowclamation
ol Giad's wurd i both judgement. vn
the uinful human condition in South
Ateca characterwed by abienatien
and appression, av well sy celebra.
tion wf the leld news ol Ceoad™s libei-
ating actin ity an Josus Chrst
I his doscussion i Incomplcte if we
duw not discuss the ¢all to the muni-
stry In doing this, | hind Mwebuhr's
dehincation of the complex topw very
helpful

i Iht_ﬂH tobe aChrivian, which

n vanuusly describeu as the call
1o disaipleship of Jesus Chrst 1o
hearing and doing the Word of
Guod, 1o repentance and lath. ¢t
cetera.

2} The secret call, namely the nner
persuasion or eaxpenence where-
by a person fecls hamsell directly
summaoned or imvited by God 1o
take up the work of the min-
Aty

U The providential eall which is

that i ifaton and command Lo
awime the wurk ol the ming-
iy whn eomes threogh e
cquipment of a persen with
talents necessary Tor the excr-
cive of the ollice through divine
grordare ol has bie by all ots cor--
TumAtar e

41 lhe eocicsostical caidi, that s,
the sutamnns andd insilaton cx-
tead.od o a man by same cont-
mumty  ar anstituton of e
chateh fe engeee an the work
il the renisdry

Vive purpose of thes ratho wng

gusdation serves 1o tlustrate, 1 think
signilicantly, all the dimensions of
the call, howeser, my concern i this
section s o respond om a2 hlack
theological penpective to the hirst do-
meawon, the call e the discipleshup
ot Jesus Christ. Thes | believe s the
hasis for the call 1o the mimstne We
are first and furemost called 1o
partipats o the manotey of Jewus
Christ, 3 mimstey which s aelf -2
tiberaning event 1n w hich Chrst s the
hupe of the oppressed. It is a call 1o
hecome this hope of o parucpate
within . It v an expression of wbe-
dicnce 1 which we fultddl what Jesus
has already and conuinues to do for
the workd. 1t is a call to be prophetic.
in the senae of being critical of socl
conditions which oppzess and de-
humanize God's peophe - (C. Isaiah
6l 1-F1).

LY



Having said all this, the question

then arises, by what authonty do we
"“engage in this ministry? For Nicbuhr
this s a complex question especially
m the context of the Amencan
experience of religious pluralsm. In
South Alnca authonty for hlack
minsiry is denved from the minsin
of Jesus Chrint but there 15 & (nega-

tive) tendency 10 equate the role ol -

the minmter with the authormaran
robke of the chiel. A proper under-
standing of the authonity ol the min:
siry only becomes posuble when we
undenstand authority in the prophe-
tic conmtext whereby we engaps in ths
minmstry of hheration mandet in the
tlife and manistry of Jesus Chrss Tre
other imporar® aspect 1 b Lndo
stand authonty as that whach the
Chrastan commumity makey avou
able 1o un The munastry of Lberaton
noaheays £ e peaple thar 1 e
oppresied, 1T 8 peopieeos cnrod
deephy invalied 10 the worid ant « o
crtical of 1k warld As Nochuhe
rightly emphasizes
The pohtcal need. " fwn
strugghag (ot servnal o state.
the ecconome needs o! hungn
and compehitine man. the pw-
chological needs of anwious and
gualiv  nterpersonal - heings.
thewe and other important wani.
scem to roguire the nuantfa-
uons of the church *

i irom a black theologeca! peripex-
inve  mniiy . undentoad A
. paraipating 0 God's  activn, ol
hberation  authentwatsd 10 lesus
Chrt, then this understanding has
senows imphications (e black theo-
lopcal education It means black
theological cducation  in South
Alnca most oguip black candwdates
for minisiry 10 actinely engage in this
hiberation by taking servoushy the exis-
tential. socro-cconomac siluation ol

5 Iei.pa
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the oppression of black people, and
examine all the forces which perpe-

tate that oppression. We have to a.-
quire expertrsg 1n analyung our sy
ation not only from a thenlogical per-
spectine but [rom other secular discr-
phnes, c.p. snciolopy and pohtical
scierve. This meant the area of black
pastoral theolugy has (o be under-
stond n the radwal context of the
hermencutic of liberation.

Y

THE R F O A
RIACK THEOLOKID &0 ST A
SARY IN SOUTH AFHRICA
IR Sernpos ae as

prrafafestsam

T L RV L RIS T Ell 1 AT I O 'l:.‘.
UL, its lefe gopd setleats ;o3 4f
B led® Wy e e Toarges oo wp oy

Fh= Semur s cantiel escarps oy €0
sepopteent e oapteragtn amd o gerer,
'l.'iﬁ'_.-u‘i v TE
TomMICRY Th Ny

Pt % S ARment
Bire=" --I Lol _'..'1. 1Y,
PAry ComERRELL il 10aeT g A Lo -
il H T T i Lot BT I 15 L] LT
vornitinet with 1t The Semunary i re-
sponwble t the  Chrnistian
commum, however that respaon..
ihiin s evercsed 10 the savirofment
of s exmtence This means in the
South Afowan sitcabon the Sema-
nary cannot aveid nteracting cither
sompinveh or neratnely with the vt
mg pobircal crder and thes a2l huas
Bcaning on s treological educatnong!
provess  This means the hlack ipeo-
ogaeal Serumary must be aware ot
the social compest on whth 11 ousis
and therelme re'ate s mne=liectua!
hic tee

In South Atrica the Black Sena
nary eants an an Aparthod soceety 10
which every imstitution of the vacwty
i affected by the hase pattern ol en-
loreed racal sepregation. diserimin-
atron. an faveir of whites And bhe-
cause of thi, 1n s existence as a
theogi ai communny there s alreads
a conflict. For example. becaune ol
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this system. moat blacks are victims
of stanvation and oppression. Whalst
whites enjoy the privilege of supre-
macy. blacks “are insulted and
dehumanired because of thewr black-
ness. Thas cuts through all the soaal
structures, © g . education, economy,
the kegal and poittical system It i
not the purpone of this vy 10 a0~
he all the aspects of the pulny wl
Apartherd but to highhght the fact
that the Sermnary exists i thiv silu-
atienin W halst the Semunary i called
upaen b eund an (s sifuatien if s
black u ﬂ.'prhcnh Thermg whee Coinin
from the uppressed group and this af
fevts or bevemes the cntw al mediom
of theotogal education The Black
Seminaiy 11 all Bonosts cann v aveid
(e cofslant o mcieusacss ol the
eypetiiy  wl ni"p;'nuu:i, w il
makes 11 exciusne and distingusshos
it fromn all other semnanes i the
APl i TH -.q'*;":-:hn--rl." and
ernis clletinveds s Loy a0l
addresses el to e Lot o 1 opDeas-
siots DhRe medium of s Lt of theo:
logwcal rellecnon o the cipernence of
apptowseon and 3 prlgrimage Towards
fiberation efortunarels, bocause ol
the provalence of the Western gthos
which ecven determines the curne-
culum, the Semnary has nod deall se-
riwusiy wath thes context i which
exints

L he content ol a theologuwal Semu-
nars abwe leads us te the other aypedt
of iy cuntence, that ol ity theologwal
revpanwibalits. In attempling to re-
apand to this aspect | helreve Karl
Barth has some interesting inwights

o one can be a theologuan with-
WUl 31 sme point Paricipating
tatally in the problemanc aspecis
of Christiamty The theologan
parucipates in the hife of Chrs-
tanity, which 13 slways threa-
tened by destructron, although
again and agan rescued from

it He participates i its partially

necessary and parnally acoden-
tal, but mainly self-incurred, so-

lation from those sections of
humanity which do not belong to -
it. and from the sparitoal, psychi-
cal and physicul powers that
rule mankind.* t

It s true that any theulogecal com-
munits it South Africa participales
in the pruhlemate aspect of Chris-
uansty It has 1o explicate and defend
the principle of the Chrishan faith, It
has te undergo constant moments of
werbation because of s commilment
e the hbcraun, gospel o Jesun
Chrest Tues o thas seone of paticipat-
g by s e and rellection in hiber-
stwon that Chostuanity exercises s
respoanathality to 3 pacte ukir soiciy.
Fhe blach Seminary, f thewe paint.
are faken seriously, & calied o wit-
ness Lo anad o b o3 wilness of the
Iberating event of the Chnstun gos-
pel Whilst i1 exnts in this situation it
3ines phisis apaft from e on peens of
iy prophetic vovation 1n the pioc.ads
mation o God's hberating  word
agamnst the demonw forces ol op-
presann. The theological respons-
il of the Seminary only becomes
alive as s challenged by the hiber-
ating pospel of Jesus €hrist

L et us now look at the Seminary in
the procevs of theological education
for freedom The cntical question s
what s the underlying theological
pedagon nperating e black theole-
gical seminanes at the moment in
South Alrnca? There can be many
ansswens (o this guestion, but when we
evaluate the theological educauon
proxess ifom o black penpective, we
see how it 13 dominatud by the West-
ern intellectual ethos or colonal
ethos by which a kind of theological
=castralion™ Llakes place. leaving those
who participate m it as theological
® Karl Narih, Evengelical Theolopy (Garden

Cay, N Y. Doghieday & Cou. e . 1964),
p 0
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nonentities. To sunive this kind. of

castration vou eithcr  hecome - an
English (black) theologran or Amen-
can {black) theologian . but whatever
you become you are regarded by
Impenialist (heologians as theolog-
cally persona non graic.
Guest for & relevant black theological
process | bebeve we have to attemp
and develop a thevlogical pedagogs
that will deal with the situahion of op-
pression and ths o what | will ar-
tempt o0 do in the lollowing para-
. Eraphs.

The problem with the canting
theological pedagopy 10 black semu-
narics is what 1 wish to term the theo-
logical process of adapanon 10 ihe
exnhing social evnditions as npposed
te a thevlogical prowess of inlergra-

. mon resulung Irom the capacity to be
cntical ol the eanung conditions
The sigruficant point here »n how
black ~emnarnics condict thewr hus
now of theolopwal educanon. I we
po back to the defimtwn 1 gave L
theologrcal educatiun, perhaps we
will then be able 1o stan developing
a theolopical pedagugy. Theological
education 15 a reflection which
undertaken by a thevlogical commu-
nuy 1o understand the meaning of
the Chrstan fah in the cvernndan ile
ol the minuisany of the church and 10
discover how that fasth becomes pra-
xi. Il we 1ake the social conteat in
which black theological education
takes place. The Semnan ~hould then
stimulate a learmng theologwcal pro-
cess, whach enables those who partar-
pate relate to that context in a critical
way. It must bedome an educational
process 1n which cnucal perception
unravels the ambiguitses and social
discrepancics which exist in that miua-
tion :

But such a theologscal eniical con-

In ouwr -

sciousness can only develop from 3

critical 1?|cn1nn, e.g.. & political then-
logy which | understand as a theolo-
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pical hermencutic which affums the
pobincal dimension of the Christun
faith and poses sts challenge to the
social human condiion. Such a then-
logy is nod 3 justification of any cvsts
ing political simuations but hecomes
critical of such justilications. It ako
doex not attempt 1o denils rehigion
and politics, but is eratical of theolopi-
cal images of 3oy such wWennilicanon
The Chrstian goapel v not political
hecause we make it so, but it o
pohitical inats evwence The death ot
Jesus Uhest on the cress, o en-
armple, »n ool political because af the
political corourmitances surroundirg
his death under the Ruman E mpare
Rt ol e paolitc sl Fecause e his death
we wee Looad wlentihang Harscll war!
the wron Fod, the Jomnlroe®dy oo e
cark

It e oam s weenident that & Black
“I.'l.'l_i‘t'\.'lF,:u,'.l.. r!'frlrlli'!i flﬂdx (£ h.nn
afid Tendine eperanth The Cheoptoe
Laeih i Sourh Adnca o polital R
witimiately  Pocause ol 1he eantuy
pohitical woridilons butl because thye
govpe! i st the hope and source of
liberation for those who are victims ol
DRIy, and in this specili i
tend they are black Black thealogical
education. by ity very natiire baved o
rellevtion ol the Chrntuana poapel, be-
cumcs critacal mare than ever now be-
cause in the guonpel there 13 already an
wminnve challenge e the evisnng
pobitwcal structures of the South Afn-
can stuation Thiy would be true of
any autwlion where the evil of op-
provaon i manilest i a sy, |et
us nol be under the Musion that o s
because ©of exvsting pohitical struc-
tures of oppression that the Chrntan
ppel becomes political. The Gospel
15 alwavy pohitical because of s
entilicatson with the wretched of
the carth, and in 1erms of ity INCIING
oppositeon to all forms of human wn-
fulness. The goapel of Jesus Christ »
a challenge to all forms 1 human



=

JOURNSAL (F THFOLOGY FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA . B L

alenation and 10 our context that
dlicnation takes a speaific calepoiy of
oppression. The poliscal dimension
af the Loapel o st generts Gaod's
actisiis of bberanion in Jesus Chnist
has a tutal decnivenoaa about of, e,
i~ thoroughly exchatological in the
Molimaunman senmve  Black theologe-
val pedapies must fully partacipate in
this poshitscal decisiveness ol the Chres-
tan gospel
Fhe problem which conlronts am
vducational pedagogy s the guestion
of pravis. the was o which the edu-
wattporial prowess Bocomos congrens o
e human conditiony Black theodh -
cal respeonsbility an formis ol o
apecil siteation cannat ke ey red
afy amtclectually, that o, by abeerg
th peadermie thing but wels Peoae
pravs by evpericine This expernenor
11'.' Aty the Bl b 1| lblllll."--l,..li e ITE YL
s representod by the Seminas
muest b wenstania aevebed an ke
Bife ool the Church wresthing with ak
he guostieons Coantrontmg Gaed's
pevple Lor example, o our theolog:
cal tellecton takes serioys!y the in-
trinsie political dimension of the gone-
pel we cannot avend berng imvoived
i community desvelopmenmt projects,
dealing with questions ahich emerge
Lewwitz the eComtomed sitabioon im whig b
mant blacks are poor The feeding of
the Dine thousand by our T ord aasu-
s 2 iew concrele wgnilicance bor
us n this situation  This means our
theology  becomes problemesnlang
and people-nented because this i
what the gospel s about, Tully and
ultimateh
Let me atterpt Lo Biec an evar:ple
ol how thes theolopwal podag.
wotld work in terms of our situation
lake a specilic aspect of & theologcal
curniculum, e p . practwal theology.
A vourse in practcal theology will re-
yuire the follow ing clements

Mhase |
(1t The nature and purpune ol practi-

=
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cal theuwigy

ta) As informed by blh-!ncll per-
specines and  perspectives
from the African worldvicw -
in the ¢cnntext vl oppression.

" (b) As informed by Christian
iradinon and a cnngque of
that traditton [rom a black -
Alrncan perspective

ich Working towards a black me-
thiwd in praciwcal theology

Fluse 1
¢2) Contevtual |:'-r4clu."|l theology

tar Weekh wovrkshops with hlack
;.+ll1i:!l:g,'llll'll"lu

thy Repoits on progress and

= £y dluation

il Weekly muthshops with coms-
rafief ad P talasliy

L Heports on progress amd esaju-

b ®rindy

T i wenid be a tontiine struglure
b the ceurse winch will be conducted
VL semitat ba rrqt.:lmp that ai
thoneanvedsed, wnclodn. - o0 - .
trater, will conduct ressarch on
varieds aspects ol the program and
avtually B imvalhved 1in workshops
Thie v just an outhne i which the
theological pedagops | have boelh
outhned 18 apphied Such an ap-
proach, whilst attiempting to deal with
the academic uestions, will also ar-
tempt to deal with those guestions in
A voncrele socal conditron. A similar
Lind ot thing could be attempted
with other theological dngiphnes.
with apprupriate sanations of course.
vl
CONCILUSION
What this essar allempls (0 do

tov emphasize the need for a black con-
teafual thealogical education in South

Alnca The black theological commu-

ans hay 4 responsimbity to work (o=
ward #t and if there are white theolo-
guans who want 10 share in thissignifi-
cant endeavour, they can only do so if



they become black in the wease of

wentdying themsehos with the op- -

pressed - that which the Christan
gospel already witnesses 1o Black
thealogwcal education will only be-
come rebevant o it deals 1) with the
context of black theology, 1) the pur-
pone ol the church m the hberat =
process, V) black theolopwal under
standing of the mmiatey, 41 and works
tonards a black theologwal pedagopy

My contenbion 1 that ASATL ithe

Association of South Alncan [ heo-
lnpcal Indnuiensg especially o it
relatpon 1o the so-called back theo
pical scmunarnies, will o be condu
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cive to thes radical structure as of re-
fects the structures of the South Afri-
can pobitscal situation in whach whites
have the final word in decxding what
w night for us (blacks) irrespective ol
the tact that there are blacks who
participate in that AssoCuatuen The
task and destins of black theol gial
education will depend on what kind
ol theolomcal input the black South
Afrscan theologians make 10 tlerms |
the social conditions, and above all
the challcnge of the gospel of our
I owed Jesus € hroot on whem all Lormns
of authentx humas hibcrabwon are
made pravible



