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STATEMENT BY THE ACTING GENERAL SECRETSRY OF TWE SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES,
MR JOMN REES, ON THE ANNOUNCEMENT By THE TRANSKE IAN COVERNFMENT O% ITS INTENTION TO
BAN THE METHOOIST CHURCH OF SCUTH AFRICA, DATED JANUAAY 13, 1575

We are shocked by the arnouncemant yestarday that the Transkei lntands to ban the
Methodist Church of South'Africa.

ODur initial response mus®t e liv.ted until furthar cetarls cca to hard,
The Methocist Church is a =a~her of tma South african Council of ZTrurcchaes an3d as
such we feel compellad to react to this mave by tha Transwei.

We totally reject tha reasonrs given =y t-a Transkal 30 thi3d 3ten, aspacially in
the light of the fact trat, at tnis stage, 1%t appears that tma Tranieaian .avarnTant
did not consult, in cdeptn, with the Nat.aral loadarsnip of tha Yattocist Crurch 14

South Africs.

The mave by the Transkel can snly orirg atout a ruptura of the fallowshin withun

methodism specifically, and tra Church as a whole in South Africa.

As such, wo call on tha Trareskg.an T3.efr=ent %o recor3ilar Lte <22.5130 and RO
(al =

1 el pl e

resolva any protlems Lt ~ay ™ava .t thma tatlcral leacersnio af %ra
Crurch of South Africa.
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L ~ SECTION V¢ DOCUMENTATION

L
L

THE EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY OF CONFEREMNCE N0 THE OISTRICT
CHAIRMEN OF THE METHOD1ST CwuRCwH CF SOUTH AFRICA, ELD OM JANUARY 16, 1379, [N JOHANMES-
BURG, RELEASED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT:
The Prime Ministar of Transkai has ceclared that R:i3 Caginet intends to pass a law
: through tha Transkei Parliament wanning 1n Transkei the “ethodist Church of South
' Africa. An Act i3 also envisagad which will sstablish a Fathcdist Chureh of
Transkei with Circuits in Transkal ana South 2frica.

The reascn given is that the Canfersnca af 1977 did not sard a Tas5a4@ af graatings
to tha Transke:.Presicent. This Pa3 uynfarturatel, been regarced as an affront to "the
integrity ang gignity of the r~aad of State, Governmant anc th4 pecple af Trans<al'”.

The growing complexity of the political situation in the nallans sgrfved by this
Church has made 1t morCe anc Tole difficuylt for the Conference to send latters of
greatings in the.r rraditicnal form. The Confarence, rmarafore, decided to .dlscon=
timue the practize of sending tresa lgtters. .m tha dabata 2n this 133use, sora of
those who spoke said that thay tremsalves did not Cecogn-=a Transkeir. INLs, Nowavarl,
was not the issue before tha Confarence and 'ra .naependence of Transke. was not
debatad. -

We strongly reject suggesticns thalt the #gtrodist Church af South Africa takas
instructions from the Worla Council af Cryrchas or anjy othar =edy. The Methoglat
Church of South-Africa is completaly autonomousd, Taking Lts Iecisions 1in tha
light of its understanding of tna Wil of Co2 as revea.ed through #oly Scripture.

_ The Metrodist Church of Soutn Africa ras a lang and werly nancutrab.a history of loyal
b service in Transkel ang¢ otrer parts of Southarn Africa. wa 2elieve that we can 3afva
! the people of Southern Africa bast in tha rama of God by remaining undivided.

. We have already been in convarsaticn with the Prime ®unister of Transkei, saexing
an interview with him, He 13 arraoging for 43 to meet his Cabinet Finistaers and
thereafter he will be willing to recelve us. The Pres.dent and the Secretary of,

. the Conference, tha Rav F H T fthini.lchli:ﬂan af tha Clarkebury District which

} incorporates most of Transkei) and tha Rev 5 G Pitts (Chaicman of the South-
Westearn Transvaal District and pastPresident of tha Confarence) will maka up the

deputation.
B We commend this matter to the prayers af our paople. Let us continue to serve ourl
| Lord Jesus Christ and to proclaim His Cosped, recognis.ns “im as tha Head of H.s

people i1n evary nation,

JSTATEMENT 8Y THE ACTING CENERAL .4.ves suniv sassassnss
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SECTION Vv : OOCUMENTATION

STATEMENT 8Y THE REV ABEL HENORICKS, PRESIDENT OF THE ™E THOOIST CHURCH OF
SOUTH AFRICA, ON A MEETING BETWEEN A DELEGATION OF THE METHODIST CHURCH WITH
THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE MINISTER OF POSTS, COMPUNICATIONS AND TRANSFCRT,
OF THE TRANSKEID, HELD ON FESRUARY 16, 1978, IN UMTATA

DATE OF RELEASE OF STATEMENT : FESRUARY 17, 1373,

Discussions took place yestarday on tha gQuestion af tre anngyunced i1nt
of the Transkeian Government to ban the Methodlst Church af South aAfr:
that country. The discussiors lasted for atout Lo MOUlS.

The Methodist celegation corsisted of mysalf, tha Sav Cyeri. YilWwins,
secretary of the Confaerence, the Raev Stanley o E.tts, charrman of tre Soutb
Western Transvaal district, and tha Ray Faerrier fixani, Chairman of the
Clarkebury district, whicn incorporates most of tra Transke..

Thare ware full discussionrs held on the cecision of the Tathocist Conferaercs
in Benoni last year, nat to send greetings toc “eads of State any ngerc. It
‘was allaged that tnis ir2icated trat the Crurch nad tecore polit:
that this acccurtad far i*s ra’.sal to reccjn.isa “ra 1"lecancesca
Transkal.

Howevar, [ and =y delegaticn made 1t claar that this cecision 1N MO way

dealt with the question of recognitiion or non=reaccgnition of ary State.

Any comment which may have Ceen mace atoul this 3tate was incicental to trhe
debate during Confeceanrce. The gquestion of recogriticn Or rON-FEC3IGNiItilon was
not debated by the Confarence. '

We slso firmly deried allegations by tha Transxal that *hg Mathcdist Church
of South was *™a instrusant of =na world Council af Crutches.

No funds are paid by the Mathodist Church to the JCC or area raceivad from LTL.
. In sddition, we strongly opposa the LCC support of tarrorist organisations
and wa firmly reject the use of violence a3 a means for political change.

In our discussiors with the Prima Ministar, wa pointad out that wnile the
church must indeed remain aloof from party politics, Lt must nevactrhaless,
speak a Prophetic Word on 1ts understancing of Biblical teaching - especially
insafar as this affects any matter concerning the welfare of human Daings.

e |£b1|1n|d that i1n devaloping nations autonomy had in the cast Sean grantad
to local churches. Such an example has occurrec for irstance, when tha
Methodist Church in RhoJesia was given aytornomy from tha Prathodist Conference
in Britain, Howaver, the initiative 1n thia casje was from the chufch and not
from the Stata. '

Any church created by the initiatilue of any govarnmant can rightly only bta
regarded as political. )

I myast point out further that the allegatigns that tre mathodist Church has
become a political crganisation is totally without foundation. Coercion which
created a separate chucch as a result of that contenticn would, therefore,

be based on a false premise. -

fﬂfhlr all, scripture .................*:......
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After all, Scripture and tradition show that a church comes into being as a
result of the work of the Holy Spirit, and that its only foundation can ba in
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

The Transkeian Prime Minister undertook to refer the delegations’ reprasentat-
ions to his Cabinet. '

At this point, it must Ennaltlf be stated that things did not go as well as
one had hoped.

The situation is most unhappy and disturbing.

It must be emphasised that our representations and ourl concern ara made 1n the
light of our pastoral responsibility to the Fethocdist people in the Transkaei.

Furthermore, we carnagt, at this point in time, know what the next step will be.
For the time being, we have to awalit tha cutcome of a meeting on Tuesday
February 21, of all Transkeran Metnodist ministers to ba hald in Umtata.

I'n this regard, one must unhappily report a davelopment not of cur making.
On February 10, the Chairman of the Clarkebury Oitstrict, the Rev Farrier
Fikeni, received the following telegram from tha Transkaetl Ministar of
Juystice, ™r C ™ Matanzima:

"Prime Minister has 2irected trat all church meetings of Methoaist *iniatars
in Transkei be for Transkeians only. Foreigensrs attending will Ge dealt with".

This issue was also gdiscussed with tne Prime Minister. <e wera told that this
ban had been L1mposad because it was believed that the church haz? becoma
political,

We informed the Minister that this step was deeply regratted and ua pointed
out that it .was @ mattef of most gjrievous and satious conzern whan Lha
President of the Conference was prevented from sharing in a church consyltat-
ion with his brethren-and peopls, thus depriving him of caring for them
pastorally.

We were referred by the Prime Minister to the FMinister of Justice whom we mat
for between 10 = 15 minutes.

He told us that he had reason to fear that there might be violence at the
mesting to be hFeld on Tuescay February 21.

We informed him that we saw no reascn to fear or axpect violence in & church
ceonsultation.

The Minister said he had to take the matter seriously and sald he was espacially
concerned about any possible dangar to the Freslident of the Conference.

The ban would stay.

Neadlass to say, we view this as a terrible situation.

/SACBC's RESOLUTION ON MILITARY CHAPLATNS...eieveevecnnsssssncinnens
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