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worth.' I this défimition i accepted
we would have 1o sdenty 1he sdeal ol
Black Rehpron i frecdom.* Freedom
u the ulnmate concern whach binds
the Black communny logriher as 2
religous entty Theology by s very
deflinstion. however. can have no ulty-
malc concern. po sical or obgect of
vercration bigher than God

]
SYSTEMALIC
THFOI OGY

Befose procecding lunbher n our
ducwmson ket ws ook a1 the term
Srurmetic Theohsgy The word
“Indemaix” . dernved (rom  the
Gireek verb sumisramo whach means Lo
put 1ogether gy 3 whale or o arpan-
we. The we of the word wa relabon 1o
theology ymples that the wudy of
God in his relationship 10 the world
and man n capablk of organcation
a & wyuicmaty whele Svucrmate
theology clawn. 1o he systemate m
the sense 1hat o soeks 1o anculase 20
the contducnl clements of theal g
w3 coherent whaode °

In viher words. vyuomats theo-
lopy n the attempt 10 ser cach dix-
trne s s relaton Lo the w bole Chirn-
uan (anh. and 10 see the mholc wath
all the fuinen and nohacis shach the
several doctnnes collectnehy dochose
Such 3 systematx approuch provides
8 BCUCWAny COMoCtine agamnd the pa-
falh of cuiravagamt o cremphass
and vncudedacs. The ay Goddon
Kaulman posmis out® “Sivemane
theology. as muight into the unity of
the nhole Chimtan Lach o the hepin
mang of peruine thaoberw ol thunling
as the relating of o das 110 Lis 2
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Thet i the stiempl 1o soe (he Mcaning
of cach o i the methogd ol all 1heonks-
nnag. as an overall view whch s
the nchness and *incun o the Chin-
t@an Gospel. ot m the goal of theokog-
cal mowrk™
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HISTORIC AL
PERSPECTIVE

In order to ser theolagy w2 hist o
cal peripectine we may dooade 1he has.
toey of dactnee wmto severad perioads

‘(a) The carbest writings of 2 theo-
bogscal nature mere deupred 1o
defend Chnuanny ay 2 whole
agansl beresacs whech thica:
wened the vory extence ol 1he
Choistan fgak The the pe
nod from the close of the Apo-
sabc Age 1o abowt VU A DD
can be called 1he Age of Apo
Forg

i In it penod from 10 T)e
AT} theology developed in fe-
ol 1o wadespread conatro-
Ve Concerhing condral pounts
of the Chrntan system - opee
ually the Trmuty and the lncar-
naleons Thiy wan the Age of
Polemun

fc) Inthe thard or medeeval penod
from 7261517 A D, theobogs
cal reNectison was charactier . od
b the emdeasour to visiema-
wse and to defend the exviting
fasth of the Church Thi
bowown as the dgr of Soholas-

i

1dy I the Loaanih peetiand Trowm 1417
1IT20 A D, Protesantm was
calicd upon 1o deline and 10
vendu aie My pomson agaumd
Romun Catbvdicnm On the
bt hand, (athobonum was
stimulated 10 make an clabow-
ale and authonilalivg reslale-
mert ol 1 fanh Peotcy amtmer
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mofeover, became dovded il
a number of communeons. cach
ardently bent upon vindwcating
s own vpecal beluefs Contr.
seraaes and creeds abouisded.
the crecds or conlesssom hoing
a respome ko the controver e
Thes may by called the Age o
Confersmn

(et Inthe penvod from 720 10 1he
preseat. theologcal reflecton
has been wo complen That d
didlicub 1o grne a bocl stale
meett ol i1 beadumg characionn-
ey Ima proeral may, the
dern era may be sween as an
atiempt 1o make theodopy ¢on-
fivm G the concluwons  of
seientile Uy amd Crilanm
Thenbogy, evpecally wnce Pau!
Tiltlach, has been doschopang o
respones 1o the probiems Laging
LR o8 ltu,‘hﬂnln-‘ujr e

b berhang 37 tha Kictors o0 ey
Wi we Can w0 tRat o gvers o
theology  doescloped im0 rosposiae e
challeages from the Lifper sl
The briag the case there n nothung
siange 0 a pariwular sepment of the
Chrstan communsty  reflecting oo
the nature of God morelateon to s en-
penence of wilcnag and approsuon
Hemee to-day  there i Blacl
Fhrisdaogy
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BLACK THEOLIWY

The guesiosn, “Whant » Bl
Thealogy™  has been aiked w manm
tmes by people 1hat wometimes |
can sarcely hide my anmcyance The
anmes anee siems (rom the Lact that
A yuedun o nlien Tollaed M 4
stalement of Jueso inducatng (hat
Chintan theolopy has ao coboar In
wthrs wonds, the yucswen i often
bed wulh the avumpion thar Black
Theology mus be 2 facnt theolog

s oo ey wll | et [t trute .
e M

Becaune the word hlork has boen
pren wxh 3 Regalive connotalion
there = a lunher assumption that
Buct Theulogy cannot be good theo-
Ly Interestingly enough, our ater-
rogators do not Jueshon the legils-
macy of Bruwh, German, Amencan
and Alnkance (heoksyurs as vahd ex-
pacsasrtes oo U Rl i lhhl-k‘} al-
thaugh ihey arc sdontfsed with spocy-
tw « whwrres and natonal ennites

Ihe practinoners of Black Theo-
bogy conuanth  affurm -that Rlack
Theobiogy i Chistsan thenlogy e
cawne 1 centres on Jesus Chrmt * Ji
task. sccordiap - to Cone “n 10 ana-
e the bBlack man's condman 1n the
hpht ol God's resclaton in Jesn
Chtost math the purposc o cfcabief &
nrw wndeiilamdng ol Bl d.‘anl
amteny hlack poople, and peotsdeg
The mCousaaly sotal an that people, o
ety w hile caciun * U one 'y under-
standing of the thoologscal task in his
Caldny wma I & 1% ofy , W=
Jotmat s o (hcobogy, 1 (BT 1 v in
oot opporation Mo Lo i on the
srabyus of the Black man's condilion,
vuis noon God 2y revcaled in Joun
Chrt and bm relanonstup 1o the
wotld and man Uoncs appraach
here could be (Lawiled v Chnsan
socwokogy rather than Uhruan theo-
bogy

In ke second work, 4 Bleck Theo-
by oof Liberateen Uone teverses hin
ponitsen »hen be states that “the Lask
ol Blach theologn = n 1o analyre the
asture ol the Gonpel of Jesun Chns
in Ihe hight of aoppresscd black people
w that they will see the Gospel as
wncpatable fron ithor  hamebaied
condition, bestowing on them the
mouewaary power to brcak the chamas
ol npprosson™™ By sbalting hs major
peemne [rom the Muck condition 10
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the Gonpel of Jesus Chrmt (1e the
Chrnstan fanh), Cone s inderd cn-
gaping in Chrntan thealogy. The ob
gt of theologxcal refllection (1e
God) should mever b made subacr
vient 10 the conditmn of the subyect
who engages n the reflection | am in
full agreement with Deotn Robens
when be vy “A Chrstan theolo-
pan o pot an imerpreter of the rel-
pon ol Black Power He. as 2 blach
theologuan, mav be the mterproter of
Alro-Amecrcan Chrnaandy. He man
be constrous and be proud of hi her-
tage. He may be in tune weth the
meanng of Black Power Rur b
alicmpling 1o enderiand the € B
tan fanh m the bpht of Foopeopics
experence |

In speic of the lact that Roberts b
been an outvpolien ot of the nas
rom perapectng imponed be ( oone
Black Thealogy. 1he vempornt cn
provaed abene gows Rl (ol Tl meth
fﬂn‘i 'hl:“.'l‘ e P v o P i of
Rlack Theology. th facr Basth men
share a wrong (aah i the lact that
God who reveals Himsell g Creator
Provider and Redoemer n concerned
with and sechs the hberanmwn of the
oppressed  Cone. i partsculsr,
spaks of Black Theolopy as a
theology of bberaon '’ | iterpret
thas 10 mean that Black Theology av 2
conceplual  mmcrprctateon o  the
Chintan ladh has as us posal the
transiormation of the black condi-
Lion lrom one of opprosson 1o ong of
suthents humaasty in Chrat

As one reads the publnhed bosis
and ancles on Black heolopy on
becomes aware that the suthors haie
pol piven a clcar delinateon of Black
Theology. One arnives at a defemstion
from thew of the theo-
loprcal task. My defwniion of Black
Theology n this “Black Theology »
I Deoe Roberm, | Bersrion sad Bosancis

st & Bk Thealagy. p 71
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an attempt by black Chovtans 1o
grasp and thonk thrsugh the comra!
clam of the Chrostan (20th a1,
lght of black expersence™ Such a de-
fimtron arvosds the emptatun  of
making Black Theolwgy 2 more
uirumenl of propaganda Lo certan
pobiaal onds My delimtpen of Bk
Thoologs, howeser, does st Tule cut
the concept of 2 “pohtcal theokegy

& ooy fdod ﬁ_’- Jiohn Mhb fe, 1Mt a
conasderable amount of Iheodeg )
diss ourst should by dwreviod 1ow s
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of bewng beft wuh no dignaty a9y
blalk man n 2 = hte pnqrqrd il
oty Sunor some white theologuans
o chutchmen have comuntently pien
rehgroun anction and respectabaliny
o the opprewson of hlack people
there was and adl s an obviows need
to rewnterpret the Chrstan fanh
from the standporiat of the oppreiscd
The sruanoen s very apth stated n
the fovm of a guestion by 2 whue
thevdoguan “Has not the Lod of the
white man, the Whate God. by ome
mote and more the anctioner of ex-
plostation. who uses thes poser 1o
exalt the mughty on thar thronos and
put down those of low degree. who
fills the rch wuth good things amd
who sends the hungry away empn ™
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Il ths gquostion cxpresses the tiuth
sith reapect 1o wome white theolo-
pans and whic churchmen's under.
standing of Luad, then the gquestion
should not be, "Why 2 Black Theo-
logy™, but “Why has 3 Black Theo-
kogy taken w long Lo emerge ™

Even of one  should Jdispute
Herrog's statement. the black theolo
pan would have no dilfwulty finding
relevant evidence to prove that white
theology » 91 Limes defectine and that
d must be supplemented  The Black
theologian merely has 1o poant 1o the
abwerce ol the black expenence in the
theulopwal artena the falure 1o al
lowed ol o -.'q'...‘l! 1w FH.'I‘. Bl B sraty
afl viPnle afga lhll.' el R N LR
sl owh Balg s Bankar Nimer s an  Foud
pran drsd South Alrgan, sk s -
othgr than racoum and opprewagn
the actual hstony of the white Chor
ches’ peapomse e blalt demands for
Fun g ion b and Thefur Il heamasmrly
el Bk Theobogy . Luomlore, juth
Iy s eandendce on Ihe grounds tha:
it o oserhang Lo relate the truth of [he
Goape! 1o 3 grossly neghected area ol
conern 1o black people. s | ithe

black evperence of sulfenng and op-

presson st the hands of white racivm

The pooncers of Blch 1 heology
biohe new  ground m theologcal
refllecion They eaprosacd the anger
of the black U hrstans agamnst racwm
evenon rchgous nstitutions and ant-
culated the justidation fof 3 new
departure i theolopy  haswed  upon
Bk evporeence Although much
kay beer accomplished wvnee these
pronccrs the development of 3 Black
syslemune theodogy no atilll i the
formatne sage One cntwnm  of
Black Theolagy lreduently sosced
that ot secds L Tree atsell from the Ter-
wers of Loropoan theoloypca! cale-
ey Romgmany Reuther, lor evam-
P thenks that Come’s  lowmal
applcaton of crsn theodogy to rac-
el pedarites rosults i 2 oestain Lagh

of “soul” in his theologwal cha-
rvma ' Thas point needs to be taken
up and Cuscussed st length

Vi
SOURCES OF
BLACK THEOLOGY

I thg cusdomm of thise who soite
thesdogcal treatnes 1o outhne and
drguns the “sources” of theolopy. |
agree wih John Macgquarne thal
many of the iems which are often in-
chuded camnol 3l be  conwdered
“wouices” i the wime sense of the
wiord Hemor be speaks of “{ormanive
facton” @ theology o 2. not Lo m-
ol that ali are on the ame bevel or of
eqnd impuitance * The dishnctaa
P A Twsephigs and Tlarmanve
lactigs” o overy rckevant o0 owr dody
of Blach Theology for among the
sorees binted by black thevioguan
are mems e b as “htcrature, hnloey
wearis o, Mhabboere o, and ! t
vy ool sasfPg Rnemiy B waes O Ll
Blach community " All of thew may
wory well conttibute to the comtneg-
non of Black Il‘\ltﬂ-"ﬂn_ but unlewn
the mapet lacton arc swdenlilwd and
prien dur waghl, datorhon  may
cauly ogcur It » 3t the pownt of
swagrung woght 1o the formative
facts that ihe theologuans perspectne
o prosuppositions heoome apparent
Hs perspective o The mond important
detcrminant on b tMhinking lor it
vhapes fus fundamental judgements
regarding what o theologwcally m-
perrtant .

o)} The hirst and maodd imporant
swourer of Laowlkedpe Tor theology
the Mibdiwal revelzion Sange theo-
logy o the study of God and hn
relatsonsp 1o the world and man, it
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the categors of comorTRa  pari
cularty thome dcaling wuh the rela-
Gomvibupn Ixtween cullure amd the
Chrstan fasth “These ansc partly
from 1he wadespread. but largely uhppl
med  eacluneen of Afrcan culture
fromm Church  life ( onsoguently
mamy Alncam arc reacting to thn,
and some are strongly ontcal of the
harm dons 1o Alrcan  culture
through the ‘wmcar’ campaigns on (he
Pan o Man) Masonares Bnd ome
Aflrwan (Owmiam]™ 7 Joba Mba
has nghtly obscrved that Aliam
wamt 1o show thew apprevuatson of
thrwr culture, 1o sor ds valurs 1o e
Lete ot 1o the Chrslan lash 1o make
more uswt of 1 m the life of e
Chaivh, amd Laipely o romone the
sligma that has berw casl upawn Alr
can cwlture by the weslorn world
(o) The fA sourgr or lormating
lactoe w frahpen Tradatum relers 1.
tw theoldogecal reflieviea o  the
Church- upon the nature of (hre -
tianaty from the tume of the ecarly
Charch o the present As (one
nghtly possts out i u» umpossible of
amy sudent of Chrntanty 1o gnore
waduswn By tradition, howgver n
meant the hotory of the Black
Church and onhy weondanly whae
western Chrmtaansty ¥ The wgnals
cant poimt bere s that Black Theo
logy can so more fly in the lace of
Chretan tradition than d can i Ihe
lace of Scripture To deny lundamen-
al doctrmes such as the Tnauy or
the Incarmation woukd amount 1o 3
repection of Chrstan tradition  and
thereiore of the con<ontinung wcn-
ity with the community within whch
theologuwing takes place
vl
THE METHODOIL OGY
OF BLACK THFOLOGY

In the long Mstory of theological
M) e )

I L A ek Theslegy of | beretios
pp

parturs [esti
fasth wn the exmtence of God and the
Evodus av gousd starting pownts for
Black Throlagy " Cone, oa the othe:
hamd chowmes “an anthropocentn e
prent of departure n theobgy™ ™
Willam Jorrs tabey 2 umdar ap-
prosch when be sy, "I black hbera-
tron e the poal of Black theology.
blagh sullering i the (onal anahwn n
s slating powet " | olldwang e e
Tibcmuan tradis -~ Jones seoepls the
meihod of correlatson 2y “the thest
vaeted for Black Theolsgy 1n other
words, blagh thoologual reflieclion
begauns wofh The maocs and Quosiesin
ihat emerge from te Fob

prowcnce and s o hime amwern
whh are commient with that ex.
perence ® We ought 1o note here
that one of the obgectines of Hiack
Thecology s aho 1o hberate the whate

In conciusensn, | wuh 10 state that
although the method of correlaton
appears 1o be & very | one lor

Black theology at tha stage of



ATUTA OF BLACK THROLOGY

Redermer will be an importam deter
rend agarand (he bheope brance and des

pasr whah charscienses Pumaneix

thinking




