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STATEMENT ISSUED 5y THE PRAESIDIUY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN. COUNCIL OF CHUPCHES ON
SECUBITY D327CH RAID ON DIAKONIA HOUSE 0N MOVEMBER .26TH, 1976,

“2 1s well=known by now, the offices of the South African Council af Churches
~

ang*other organisations in Diakonia House, Braamfontein,-Uere sub jectsd to an
axzensive raid and search by the Securlity Police yesterday, Movember 75, 3
good number of documents and Books wers removed. It should be racorded that &o
“he D2st of our knowledge everything confiscatad by the Security Folice yas
already in public ecirculation and available to tham at any Lime,

From this point of view, we are untroubled b+ this raid. Our actiu%ilqa T haly
oursuec completely in the opsn. Ue-are party to no plots and plans. Ue hava
consistently statad our belief.in non violenca although we have mada ous
Funcarmental cpposition to Covernment Apartheid policies unequivecally clear.
Uhat perturbs us about the raid is that it is symotomatic of a regqime which,
becoms desperats because of the failure of its politics, i3 increasimgly
aquating any opposition to those policies as being legally offensive. We ses
the raid as part of the current country wide attempt to cripple and paralysa
organisations which pursue policies and ideals radically ocpposite to thoss .of
tha National Party.

r fundamentally different from the present Agartheid
we do sc on the grounds of our urnderstanding of the
ainst Apartheid, which proclaims ‘the imrutakle
2l, we believe, proclaims the Unity-of fankind.

desire or pouwsr to oppose physically the type aof action the Police

took yssterday, because armed with the power of the Cospel, wa hava scmething
wnich regimeg from the Roman Caesars to the Russian Communiste have strucgled
in vain to avarcoma.

STRATEMENT O BANNING OF TARADE UNIOMNISTS ISSUED Y DIAKONIA, DUREAN, O
NOVEYEER 23, 1276

—

The Diakonia Council ‘representing seven churchas in the greater Durban area
wishes to sxpress its grave concern at the recent banning of 13 peopla
connected with the Slack Trade Union movement. At the same time we recall
that two other Durban Trade Unicnists have been in detantion, the ons since
June of this year and ths other since December of last year. In addition, cne
can say that the Black Trade Unions have suffared: constant harassmant fram.
security police: this haE been espacially so In tha case of HF:L"JH Lruda

Unionists.
-
iz take this opportunity to emphasize Enst Ehﬂ rlght af. Ftaalg Fﬂuﬂﬂlﬂg t-ade

unions is a basic human right, and that all workers should be” able to taka

part in the activity of these unions without risk of reprisal. We ragard it

- as a criminal injustice in our country that those who hava most need of tha
assistance of trade unions for their protection against oppression by the more
powerful, are those who are systematically deprived of Eha chance nf EEQEHL;IFQ
such unions and narticipatlng in their EDtIUitLEH- '

in the interests of peaceful and nrdarly change in South ﬂfrlca, we believe it
is essential that Slack Trade Unions be allowed tq register, and that the
campaign of harassment agalnat them, be swiftly hrnught Eu an-&nd‘



