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EI RELEVANCE OF
~ BLACK THEOLOGY

0

VANAS BU THELEZT

T 1S NOW almost five vears since the phrase "Black
Theology’ has been tossed around in the South Afr.can
crcles. Whiat 15 signuficant abouwt ot s thar s
has aroused anvthing from positive interest to
m outssde the theological arens. especially ameong
' This proves bevond doubt 11s tumely relevance
rlmt‘h.' pount and does net cquinocate about The L hrs
Farh as # relates to 2" levels of human lide In other
wards, in s practcal implwatons ot lcaves nobady  ur
afiected. The touchstone of any relesant theology s thar ot
must set prople to re-cvamene and re-zssess thar presup-
positions of understanding the  hpistian taith n re lating 1
pertnent problerns and challenges Whenever and wherever
ﬁ- m thas 1= 2 sagn thar therdomgs 13 fulhlling the 145k
as a ormical mstroment of the marnstty of the  hurch
A sigmificant theological enterprise has never been torall
without some elemens of persnal sacrihoe 1o those whe et
2 an motson Early church theologuans ke >t Paul had 1o g
o F'“ il'.ll' ‘.II‘H“ ] th.l_!l'l"ﬂ.ll' e prfeva | g folgg.oos ar o
acal instwtutions through the new theoligal nofiens ot
the “lordshwp of Chrst” and "Uhnstuan discipleshg It s
mﬂl to note that mest of the carly martuns -.uh 'I"rr
guns or ‘doctors of the hurch Apart from the apestles or
this crregonn belong Policarp. Justin Martvr, Copran of
Carthage., and others When thoase whoe have heen called
n lah™degm 1o give rhealogcal exvprossson to therr
in Jesus Chnst, ther do not deserve bemng supprossed
and silenced through the means of polmical power. but, wat

o be encouraged and of need be challenged m the normal

" mediam of theologwcal dualogue In orher words Whowver

; wants to quash Black Theoligy  should do w theslogw alls
and not po’ mically Let me move to the question of ity rele-
vance in South Afrca

.'L IN RELATION TO THE QUESTION OF COLOLUR.

Names get thewr significance from the concept that stands
behind a particular name. They are tags that point to dis-
" tinctions onc can make between concepts beaning different
names. There is no name or phrase s hose significance 1s so
transparent that one 1s able to see the concept behind 1w in a

rhhﬂﬂtﬁﬂuﬂtn understand or asking about -

meaning of words and phrases s somecthing not un-

natural. | would consequentls not be surpresed f have
musunderstood and even distorted what 18 beh he phrase
*black theology'. 'As long as misunderstandings are 2 phase in

 the for and process of understanding, this 1s something
, It only becomes regretable if one becomes so dog-

-irlb-l:h-—dﬂ-:-dl one cntertains as to attach
consequences to them. Just for the sake of ilustration

-rn lmdumm:rmnhmﬂl:u“n—
Theology s a part of some hideous conspi-
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racy that 1s designed to install "black soc:al.sm” in South Africa
Frven though | did not understand what was meant by "black
scialinm’. | did get an impresscon of how far d stortions and
mosunderstandings can g

Black Thenlogy. as far as | use the phrase, stands for a
theplog cal contnibution 1n 2 situation such as ours 1n which
there 15 3 destructine obsession w.th the pring.ple of the colour
of vme's shon Far froum bang a casual thing Lke length and
size 0 South Africa colour has been elevated into a critical
Joecisive principle of swctal, coomnom.c and polit.cal ordee. Tall
and short people, tat and thin people can have a common
s tal amd ]_'hﬂ_.lu..ﬂ destiny, but black and whie are beng
wparated because of theirr colour

It s only & church that has Lost its beanings which does nit
revognise the conseyuences and the theoligical problems
ramsed by thos obsession w.th coloar. Black -[-hflllllifl- in its
interpectation of the matters of the Chnstian Faith tres ta
call the stentuwn ol 'I'"u_'l L hurch 1 these pl"lr!"|'l.'l1'l‘-. 1 will
refer to these problems under other headings later Mav 1
suthce a2 this stage to say that we have become a0 used to
artaching swial, cconomec and political consequences to the
o] L wl Goady aull ;-q':-ul flha? asui ool 10 TV ER I'l.l"n:' l!l-rl.l.lrh'H.' dl'.l-d. Fis
the artendant theological implcations Black Theo'ogy tries to
S ghen ol Cosnsd wendes I admit thar, like the I'H.-ﬂllli cx-
petience of repentance, our awskening will not be entoren
wthout the cyvpericnoe of remaorse

!l IN RELATION TO A HERETICAL ECCLESIOLOGY.

Vcorgdhing to the message afthe Hible mank nd becomes a
body in Chrast. In Chrst the “separate development’ ininated
hy the }unluﬂun oof the Tower of Babel becomes resoived. In
other words unity on Chrst becomes the new starting pont
and not the divis on of mankind in the Tower of Babel: The
Church derives the shape of s life not from the divis.ons of,
sim byt from the unifving uh'ang'.n Lhrst. In Chrst po onts
of humiss identities and differdfnces serve the enrichment of .
fellowship in the body af Christ and noe its disruption. The
church cannot be properly understood apant from the question
of the unity of mankind, undet Chnst. This is the message of
Paul in Romans 5 where he portravs Christ as the new H-.-n,l
of gedgemed mankind in the place of Adam. |

The “ecclesiology that is reflected in the "patterns uf our
worship and communuty life 1s 2 heretical one "t 15 based on’
the principle of the divisions of the Tower of Babel. The fact
that our differences and ethnic distinctions have given nise to

ate black and white church structures that have no
meaningful fellowship 1s a sorry tale of how the Church has
sold its soul to the ethinic and political gods. The Church has
become a rate of exclusive cultural clubs instead of
the ship of salvation for all. The call te worship has become a
call to ‘those of my own colour and race’. As a black Lutheran
| am ashamed to say that | have exper more Christian
fellowship among white Anglicans, Methodists, Catholics
than from those of the house of Luther. —
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somewhere : there is a

of the on cultural ethnic

Hf Black churchmen wha are the of the mission
labours of grandfathers are by this

and would to share with white Christians their own undet-

of the Chrstian Church under the inspiration of the

Bible cannot understand why the of Apartheid

has hewome part of the Lutheran tradition are convinced
that discrimmation and the unnatural packaging of Chrnstians
mto racial church boves 15 a damnable heress. Thev ac-
cordmng!y call the Church back to the doctrine of the Apostles

111, IN RELATION TO THE PROCLAMATION OF THE
GOSPEL.

1. Black ‘s Mission in South Africa:
It s well known that practically 2!l the credut fur the spread
of the Chrsnan fanh 1in South Africa thus far goes to white
. Whatever contributions black people have made. has
in the context of subordimate and subsidiary rdes For a
sound mpssron outreach vou need for of the hacking of a
sound theology And this v what Black Theology s abeout
It arms at equiping black people with a theological persgectiie
s they plav a creative role 10 mecting the needs of all the
of South Afrwa, scoordmg to the will of Cpad This
needs the rocasting of some of the The g a pPresuppemsitucns
regarding the guestion f human adentihy

It s well known that ~euth Afrcan hostors has enshr ned
negative clements which have impressed upeen whire peple
that they arc L e and up=n black people that they an
mferior. The fact that Mewans [nduwns and L odoureds, have
h‘-ﬂ cullectineldy referred 1o 35 peosnow bites  in oth sl te TLLE
”dri‘h sEErsls l‘l':.[! thars FIT 'i-q sl iy aol fieaf - i ifl=
who cuvst onlv 8 negatine shadows of whites In 2 theolog al
T this e i s TI"I-.]‘I‘ thes were oreated i the inmage ol thu
whee man and rest of (eemd | amm s are of the fact that mano
F""I"lir mever thank of the thelowgr sl v tcance of valling us
pon-whites. [The pracrws) cwargience of this noncwhate
theidogy 1+ that the men-ahite can be satished w_th the
"shadows of the things whwh wh te men take Boor pranfcd
when o oommgs 1o Their negds H-'-.r hlak I
had 2 mcaningful share 1n the substance ol ﬂ't Pt anad
Iﬂ'lh T | l‘hq:' :I.I'I--.] they were fioalead o *hl.‘ shaddbivw oof the
= gaghstance There s theretory o need for the substitution of o
‘mm;‘hﬂr‘th-duqm' w.th 2 ‘black theulogy  or & theology ot
the 1mage of Ceod 10 order to prut the guestion of human
sdentity n a2 proper thookogwal j'l:l"h{ﬂ'tﬁ'il _ )
It wodl only b troeid This petspecting that black |,'hr--:|,1'nr will
dwcover thew God-gnen potential whch will enable them 1
stand m & crestine relatwon to ow hite |1-ru11-1r In this serisg

Black Theslogy s a theology of miss on perspecting

2 The Gospel of Liberation:

In confirmation class | was taught that Gemspel mcans goesd
news. | dod not fully understand what this meant as | am
h‘._t‘ to understand 1t now  Geood new s 15 what vou wail to
hear afver the stuatwon has become mofe and more un-
“bearable. You wat 1o hear that there s 2 wav out. Salvatipn
_is therefore a way out of bondage | it 1s hiberation”

People often say that this country has difficult p;hhhm
whase immensity often fal to grasp. They argue
that South Africa needs more time. For what ? | often wonder
For more, laws that complicate the msues or for a real way out !
Others have warned that time s running out

What acoounts for the irrclevance of the church in the
situation 1s that it 1s also part of the problem. It is as much in
need of liberation (way out) as the society it s expected to
liberate through the Gospel. In seeking” security in racist
tendencics and the structural models of Apartheid the church
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has sserificed the frecing
' ' iself in the
it 15 expected to serve.

in the political prison that even a slight reference to the normal
things the church should be doing is construed immediately
as preaching politics. If one Sunday morming | went to attend
service in one German Lutheran wn n Natal, |
would be accused of creating a "political incident” and stirnng
up racial trouble. This s no longer a normal thing because
the church has become a political satellite. Consequent!y |
have never even-triied it If | have-anv strong desire to have
fellowshrp with white Chrstians | would rather go 1o a
Cathol. Methodst or Anglican Church. This explains why
even though, | have preached a number of trmes 1o white
congregations of these denominanons, | have never i my
life preached to a German Lutheran congregathon, except in
West Grermany, of course [hon't vou feel that there 13 some-
thing wrong somewhere? | do, and many black people feel
the same That s why they are now articulating a Black
INhesslogy whach is 2 theology that will liberate the Church inta
the real hosdy of U hrse .

Wohat abssut the  bristian Liberation of all the pr'uf'-ll: ool
supth Xfrwa® The black Yuost boor thonligy has a !'H.'.ll'll'l:: ¥l
s Pomi ‘lllu hlut-“ jus? J% wirll FL] I dii Ihjl ‘!h:‘ FH’HI‘FI{'I’II iif
gy LEPIT Y 'l-rrl'h.lr'- all r-li'lrr national issues in thes country and
that secunty laws are among the harshest in terms of punish-
maent meled ty the indnoadual whae happens to fall their wan
WWhen ;|,l|."uil'rir ll‘.""'-nu.l"il ‘.trh] fie' the need for seCwfty, this
= & log turmate st

Hut what kind of securdy 2 Secunts from what # Has it cver
weured 1o vont that secunity s what the Cnmpel i3 about, and
that theology has 3 defrerite rode to play in thas regard ? Black
Vheology has a conttibution rto mike here The theologrcal
bngnis foor securits is U Wrist » stomung werk '1' 15 L hrst s st
ot bringing feconc'iatieon between (ral and man whech
L LA A e N L

Kevsonc gt win” o disguiet and
._'-i-nl'q_'p-l.nu that re -u.l.“i fresmy t iy AW Greness ool the cuistling

Ia sy W40 N lhq .|i'l"|-.ll|. Ti

bl igerent state of atfa.rv o s tar as a2 secunty |1r~+1'1.'r1'n Cainls
ml as long as there are Two parties, the threat and the
threatened X deliberate creation of the state of reconclatom s
the sonnls Pegsonghle ssdutsan short of mutaasl annthulatim or the
destrotom of thy imagine d threat by the threatencd

Ao the Gilora in Eacclsis of the Angels put at, rhe burth of
L hirist gshered 1 4 e 'ihr\\ll'l] 1‘\ wl sEragr.ty, Gn t.-l-ﬂ"'
Instead M the word “secunty the be ‘hle s ahs ok prace on-
cafth

" |l'hT|1' ru mufla':un there can nesver be trl.url”l ['h“ I
the message which a hiberated church must preach o4 L et T
thar waits *o be liberated into 3 sense of securty 1t s because
whites have rated feconciliation as 'u.u.h i low pl'luh“ that
insecurdy wems stfl 1o be the order of "hr'ifl-"l- I !pﬂr of l" )
Laws and armas For many decadies blacks have been seen as a
petential ..i.m:ﬂ to whites, hence the comning of the phrase
“swart gevaar The programme of the segregation of blacks
from whited has been a desperate attempt to invest white

sple with a senge of securnity - Distance was imagined to be a
{': thy medium of seturity. On the uther hand any phasscal
fellowship between. black and. white was wen ‘as & major
threat to the securay of the white man. It is just here where
the Church got trapped into abandoning its hetic role. It
forgot the hiblical truth that .she only sure o of
secutty 1n our country 1s mutual forgiveness whn:h vie'ds the
security of knowing that the gpoe. -{hu Was my enemy has now
become my friend. Hence whité ‘have not been liberat-
ed into this awidreness. Black ogy addresses people of
South Africa to the true liberating security of the Gospel.
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