Ualike the other regronal groups, Afncans went to Banghok
'ﬂ-w-hﬂninnﬂ:drunnth-:.ﬂu

Some delegates sad the mu::lﬂl-hﬂi ad  ecumenscal
structures in Africa are still basscally action-oncnted, there s
Hﬂn:ﬁtrdnﬂanhhﬂ‘th:rdmmhndthe“m
now concerned primanly with thar nternal Lfe, the Afncan
Chwurch s stll reaching out exaungly 1o the worid around it

‘Salvaton’, sasd Bena-Sdu of the humbangusst Church o
Zure, ‘s not 3 matter of reflection apd definion. [t = a
reality that changes your ld: and the world around you.

“Here in Banghok we can reflect on and discuss salvation
but in Zasre, we ceiebrate, and proclaim it —not the other way
around

Afncans theredore came 1o Hanghok with open minds and
thewr contnbutions 1o the Sahvation Todav debate were

ONEGInA AR S ORIATE W

Call to Action
Culturally, Afrcans are reiatively free of the gudlt conipicues
of the Eastern and Wamern cultures. For us, .rrr"urt sa.-

webon 3 Rot sang bbelion from guslt bul 8 call for action
The salvation of Chnst means 3 war aganst o

As Sclomen Loduga of the South Alfncan Counal of
Churches put it, ‘Come to South Afnca and see my people.
See if you can tell them that God has forgiven theru. For my
Hhhmllmbﬂttudmwﬂumnnui
be agunst the law’ .

But it was not only in stuatons of racal conflict where
salvation had 3 difieren: meanung There were ausw situations
of political opproson. of utter matenal poverty, of debulitating
discascs, where salvation most also invoive the attempt to
make and keep man’s Lic himan

Thas s net 3 new message for Africa, but the Alncan
churches will recoive @ with greater confidence than before
Chnstas churches helped to Sbvelop and humanise Lic in
wropical Afnca. The difference ths time s that they are
wvolved 8 hﬂ-nlun unquely and conscously  as
Chrstians.

ﬁﬁ-&c-tm_pp‘nui:{mhmmm
--Fdﬁ-h_f It shared, not ealy the tremendous
achacvements, power and glory of Western cimluzation, but also
in its shoricomungy—cowonsmbam, opprosson and  whatc
racism. It helped to destroy the Afncan cultural hentage and
sdenuaty.

" Te be an cffeciive agent of Chrst's salvaton today, the
Afncan Church must this ume live beyond history. African
 churchmen are obscssed wath a sense of history and purpose.
- They sce themscives standing precanously on the brink of a
tremendous Chrstian age.
~ As the All Afncs Conforence of Churches (A.A.C.C)
General Secretary Burgess Carr explained in Banghok, the
pondulum s swinging ‘fram the North Atlantic world, from
‘the Western, the white, the nich world, 10 Africa, where we
have today a Christian population eplosion. We are about 1o
become the centre of Chrstianary’.
hihhmmwﬂhmah
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and rencwal ', according to Pastor Scth Nomenyo, ‘the
chief abuding and irreplaccable task of Christian messson’.

" The second mecssage from Banghok to Afnica was 1 call
that the Church in Afnca must now become a full partner with
others in Chnst's total messson o our workld today—a world
charactersed by profound closeness and onecncss through
sophusticated communscalion sysiems and vet equaly pro-
foundly divided polikaily, cconomically,
Tl

“The TWME Assembly ia Menwo Cay i 1963 called for
Bangacva went bevo

Cuduraly and

"Musson A MR conlincnils . nd this to

Missson 106 one world
AINCans Pucadod Dl

nateiy  for thas new cuncept, but

thev found themselves in the ambiguous position of haviag 10

atfhrm thaor scli-leand ard dentity more vipwrousy. "We
refuse Mcrely to De raw matenas used by other peupee 10
achocye their omn sdavalosn , Seclared Hn..r;m L &IT.

of the Prabiteran Chumch

Vice-Charman of AACC, proposed a

John Gatu, General Scorctan
of Last Afnmia ar
moratefiuim o the sending of Aussoriary personnel and funds
to aliow us to develop our own resources, define cur own
fully and grealive.y uUliule Gul OWT  Zolius D
witnessing for Chnst in our own CouRiIY, if 0wl own stualon,
AMONG GUF OWH PCGPE

Bethue. haplagat, henva's most co.cbrated misswnary who
s now working for the Sudan Cound of Churches as director
of a mammaoth rehabiiiation and resctilcment programme,
spuac’ of the probiems of the transfer of power and scalhmgly
enticzed the power clites and structures of the Third Waorld.

" “These are oficn very bad unitations of the power clics
and structures of the colonial powens', he said.

Of the Afncan delegates, only Bena-Suu of the hombanguiat
Church welcomed whole-heartedly the call for warld musson.
’l came here .'u..-m the depths of wolalion 1o seek our common
Chnstaan wdent.

Bena-Siuu was ipu.un; trom a diferen: background from

all the ather delegates. He represented an independent church

. he said.

which had gone through an :dentity ¢nas, had been forced

(by governmen:) inlo accepling 2 ‘moratonium’ on foreign
- mussionancs and funds, and Lved for nearly hali s contury on
Black theology—the only Afnican church, perhaps, now ready
to_joan the World Council of Churches and speak there with
an authentic Afnican vosce

RELEVANCE FOR SOLTH. AFRICA
For South Afnican churches in particular, Bangkos is of
special importance. This 18 s0 cven though no plenary
debate was devoted 10 South Afncan problems in solation
from world problems.

. 1. The need for a reinterpretation of the Gospel s a marnter

of extreme urgency. The majonity of white Christians, who
are at the same ume architects of a social and political system
that, o say the least, betrays the heart of the Gospel, have
yet fo learn the imphcations of the Gospel in matters of
mrﬂumfwmm-huumnh-mqm
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ther spiritual gontus i the Seuth African cconome

ical institutions have sabotaged and croded the power

bwe.

While profcsung 1o b traditvmal custadians and last
}H!'I'h-- Afrca of all that pears under the name of (Chrstan
| - walwes, the whites have wndaterallv and syvslematically rejected
© the black man as semconc 1o whom they can relate with any
' m o [enonal mmacy 1a daly ife and coclessastical
= suations. They have virteallh foectad the black man a a
- eother. Lone car acvier b sind 10 cxmt where normal icilow-
 shap 1s banncd. )

_ The sgruficance of HBangioa on such a2 situanon was that o
gkt 3 ceems rohe g wnde a2 o sl alion which ded
med icave & -"‘r“r«! e unadested

e Bomghod wil s WV B oan anapralion 0 afsther
sorpect. For the sabe of the survival of the Uhnstun tath in

- South Afnca, & » urgently necessan that the black man shegld

- cesse plaving the passive rode of the white man’s victim.

- It is now ume for the black man 10 evangelaze and humanise
the white man. For the black mun's side this will mean the
m-fmmfm:hrhmumnf:h:th::

“mman's cconomk and Soutical institulona

. For ghis to be a reality, o is imperative for the black maa to

* peflect upon the Gospel out of his experience as 2 biack man,

_im order 10 dumcover s power as i hberating factor for hum
--ﬂ-ﬁrththt-lmﬂdmﬁmhtubrmrd

ihﬁtﬂtllﬂﬂhﬁﬂhﬂhm-mhm
potential. He nocds 10 see has own blackness as 3 puft of God

imstesd of the beologwcal scourge whach the white man's

- imstitutions have made . Then the whate man will be Liberat-

'ﬂﬁ—h_uphlqﬂ&thhdmm&u}rﬂm
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b The future of evangelism in South Afnica s therefore tied
..'.l*“h’l““l“ﬂlﬂlhﬁ“ﬂlﬂi

love and its imphcations i evangclam.
h#u-mu that it did focus strongly
. on the question of racial and Chnstan identity, We only hope

HI CHURCH IN AFRICA ( from page 145,

training, not prerely academic success, compoundéd
“ discipline, mejpal fonesty and moral courage,
are stalwart bulwarks against graft and corruption in
SCTVICE-

in terms of dealing with human beings, was not a proud
. Offten the church was in direct conflict with the forces of

~ Bethis 35 it may, the record of the church duning the colonial -

.the decpes yearning for human dignaty that lay bencath the
Chnstuan belicfs of Africa’s new converts,

This was an extremely difficuls p-:rm.{ for Chnstian pe-
viombucals and the other systems of communication for while the
increased standards of education. brought by the efforts of the
church opened New honzons for the loczal i’ﬂfmjﬂm the
mussion was not ready for that pevchedogical break with the
home church which could make it truly indigenous ia s
outions. The result was that while the times calied for 2 cocar -
stand on the part of church publications in the great debate on
colonial freedom, the church was in no position to authorise
such a stand.

Left wath no message to carry, the Chnstian peficadical, at
iast an this part of Afnca, did not dunng the neraad we are
Laaing about leave any mark on the advance of Chrslan wors
indecd, the Archuves reveal very little abuut Chrstia:
Cads in s Country before independence. The newsleiters that
Cid exnist were often poorlv priduced and had no crcuaation
to speak of.

This was the pericad of the great vacuwm, which was created
by the church’s own inerta in the fuce of developments fus
whach it was naot prepared These periads of church indecia
always flace those in chaige of (hrstian mass commonic-
ations in an extrenely dafcult position

Penods of intense natwnalam brng about changes o
values, which call upon the church not ealy 1o minwter tu the
spintual needs of 2 | <uple but also 10 s poymcal weli-being
The vppressed alwavs Lock tuwands the church for” suppert
aganst a svslem which denses the teachings of the Hibie
When the church fals 1o provide this support, the task of those
whaose responsbility it s 10 spread the message of Chnstiann
through niass publications’ becomes extremely dithcult.

In Afrca, these "H.'r-n.-.l- bring about 4n awakening on the
part of the indigenocus peopie to the fact that the church s st.
foragn in its approach to the universi] message of Christ, in
s personnel, in s theologcal understanding and in us

-t.'.-n.'.n

- language. The church has dunnag such penods, (which are

reruruscent of the great ulence on the part of some chusches
at the ume of Hitler's massacre of the Jews in Germany's gas

- chambers) always lost conssderable respoct and following.

It was not until the“late sixtics and the carly seventies that
the Chnstian churches in Afnca started to take 2 stand on the
real msucs that concern thar fulk and jo boldly declare that
“no member of ous human famuly can clam authonty befure
God: 10 Ceny human nghis and social justice to.another

" member of that human famuly on the grounds of race, colour,

tribe, relgon, political views or conditions of lLife n any
country"’. _ LN

_ New Raoles

Indeed, the Reverend Canon Carr, Secretary-General of
the All Ainca Conference of Churches, recently defined the
new role of the church in Africa as that of ensuning ‘that we
keep the initiative at this crtical moment in the deveiopment
of our peoples as they struggle for complete liberation’. And
he defined Lberation 1a the broadest sense as ‘not only the
iberation from economic slavery but the Liberation from all
the human indignities that we suffer across the continent in

Soutk African Outlosk



