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Cosmas Desmond

Priests, Protest and Politics

THE PRIESTS WHO SHOWED imteresi and Concern Over can such reasons ever justify the compromise of basic
the recent removal of African families from Meran to Christian principles” The judgement of history has
Limehill, were accused of meddling and interfering and certainly not condoned such compromise in other times
were warned by friends that they should be careful and places.

Archbishop Hurley, in their defence, pointed out that In his L icle on the Church in South
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the status quo by the middle class clergy and laity”. It
may well be here, especially with the clergy, that the
main fault lies. In the present structure of the Church,

-ﬂ'w!.wm and, welcome or wnwelcome, insist on it”. (2. Tim.
a'mmuul kept many Catholic 42).
a8 in existence; it has saved the Church from

open persecution; it has kept bundreds in the fold, But it is ough
(though it has doubtless driven out many morc). But message of love which Christianity is all about in
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sermons, instructions, discussion groups and through
other educational media. Human relationships,
especially love, cannot be effectively taught, they must
hw.w:mnﬂ!mqgmgsm

mﬂﬂwll is completely

Institutions of the Church, (No ome could claim that
our house is in order at the moment. To take a few
simple examples which are the ones that matter in the
long run there is no law which says that an African
must use the back door, drink oot of a jam jar, em
from a tin plate etc.). Tt will demand further an

unequivocal application of Christian principles 10 every

situstion which may arise even though this mav cotail

L hurch tn term:
of position. priviless and personncl, For the priest at
the perochial level it will mean not trying to titillate
pious ears but applying the Gospel teaching with all its
social demands, what this will

financially and otherwise.
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LAY RESPONSIBILITY

The greatest effort will be demanded of the layman.
He must be willing to act as a Christian in relation 1o
his own servants, his fellow workers of another race
and in any occasional contact

=1 aoe him oDen b

others, noa Catholics and noa Chrisitians, who have
been willing to suffer far more than that in the struggle
for justice and the recognition of human dignity, We,
as Christians and Catholics, have the clear teaching of
Christ and the Church to guide us yet we still hesitate
and compromise. Catholics seem determined not to
rock either the barque of Peter or the ship of State.
The Cross is meant to be a scandal and a stumbling
block to many. It is not meant to be comfortable and
accommodating It is such a stumbling block that we
cannot hope 1o convert the whole world into fully
committed Christians. Thercfore, we are faced with
the choice: do we water down Christianity so as t0
easure as large a nominal role as possible or do 1
preach Christianity in its entirety, with all its |
exacting demands, even though this will mean having
small number of committed Christians? Chri
promised that His Charch would be rejected. How
can we justify compromising his demands in order 10
avert this very rejection? How can we ever get around
Christ’s own insistence on the necessity to love and
serve 'even Lhe least of these my little ones™ This is the
basis of the obligation to become involved in the poli-
tical and social welfare of dur brothers. There scems
o be no other response open to a Christian. He must
love his brother no matter what this may entail or he
must stop calling himself a Christian. If his conscience
tefls him that he cannot fulfil these demands of love
then it must also tell him that he cannot be a Christian,

The treatment of Africans  being removed from
Meran and other ‘Black Spots’ is only another example
of the indignity to
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which Africans are subjected. Such
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