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CALL TO DECLINE AHUMAN @ESTENV
BALANCED ORN
EDGE OF SWORD

[ “Indian Oplnion"” Service ]

Invitations
Add Insult
To Injury

OHANNESBURG. —In a
statement  issued to the
press, Mr. Farid Adams, secretary
of the Transvaal Indian Youth
Congress says that the invitations
issued ta the four Indian people
to attend the Republic Day Cele-
brations add *insult to injucy.”

The statement reads:—

#The Deputy {Minister of the
Iaterior, Mr, Botha has indicated
that noa-whites have been invited
to the inauguration ceremonics
for the first president.  Amongst
those invited are four ‘prominent’
Indians. Their names have not

" bren revealed but we assume that
those individuals bave been in-
vited to represeat the Indian
community.

“These invitations add insult
16 injury coming so goon after
the South African Government
bas rejected the demand for a
multi-racial convention to draw
up a truly democratic constitu-
tion for this country, The gov-
‘ernment refuses to discuss or
consider our legitimate grievances,
it instead continues daily to fur-
ther discriminate against us,
There can be no frateenising with
our oppressors and the Transvaal
Indian Youth Congress rejects
these fraudulent invitations, They
are intended to whitewash the
cruel and hated policies of apart-
heid.

We call upon those who have
been invited not to attend the
festivities but jnstead to join the
vast mass of the people of South
Africa, black and white, in de-
mapding a national convention
of all races. y

The Transvaal Indian Youth
Congress reiterates its stand that
'the inauguration of the first pre-
sident of the Republic is ro time
for rejoicing. Now is the time
to ‘organise and consolidate our
forces to deliver a mighty blow
to the Nationalist Goveroment,

NEW DELHI (BY MAIL)

PRIME MINISTER NEHRU told a mammoth public mecting

at Bhopal that if even oneetenth of the money being spent in
the world at present on the armament race was diverted to develop-
mental activities, there would bs a tremendous change all over

the world.

Mr. Nehru said that India
supported the policy of disarma-
ment 3nd wanted it to be accept-
ed by 21l to remove the present
distrust and fear prevailing among
different nations of the world,

The Prime Minister said that
buman destiny was balancing on
the edge of 2 sharp sword, The
tremendous advancement made in
science and techmology in the
world could be utilised either for
the annihilation of entire buman-
ity ot for its prosperity and ad-
vancement.

India bad to keep pace with
these  revelutionary  changes
taking place and the country had

MASTER PLAN
FOR CAPITAL OF
GUJERAT

(“Indian Opinion" India Service)

NEW DELHI (By Mail)
THE Chief Minister, Dr.
Jivraj Mehta, said in Abmeda-
bad on April 9 that the master
plan for the construction of
the new capital of Gujerat
State, Gandhi Nagar, is ex-
peeted to be ready in about
gsix months

He eaid that the Secretariat
building would be called
#Sardar Bhavan'' in memory
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
The names of Kasturbai
Gandbi and Mahadev Desai
would be associated with the
important landmarks.

Dr. Mehua said thatthe new
capital would be built on the
west bank of the Sabarmati
river. Along with its town-
ship it will have an area of
about 115 sq. miles, It spopu-
lation would be about 97,000.

to make use of the latest scientific
and techaological inventions to
increase ageicultural and indus-
trial production, This was the
key to the entire new age, he
added.

All people in the country,
irrespective of class, creed, or
teligion, should be treated on an
equal footing and ensured equal
rights. If this was not done the
couniry would go to pieces, ke
said.

Tolerance

India, he declared, had been
koown for its tolerance, and the
interest of the country lay in
continuing to respect all reli.
gions.

He said that recently Acharya
Vinoba Bhave bad stated that in
the present.day world there was
no place for religion and politics,
because the present age was one
of technology and spirituality.
This observation coming from
a highly religious man like
Acharya was very significant,

The prime need of the hour
was to make the country strong
and to guard against internal and
external dangers. For accom-
plishing this objective the unity
and solidarity of the country was
absolutely necessary. Strong and
prosperous  citizens were  the
greatest strength of any country,
he said,

Voice Of Wisdom

I have come to feel that like
human beings words have their
evolution from stage to slage in
the contents they hold. For in-
stance the contents of the richest
word—God—are not the same to
every one of us, They will vary
with the experience of each.

—Mahatma Gandhi,

DANDI
MEMORIAL
TO GANDHI

(“Indian Opinion™ Service)
NEW DELHI (By Mail)

Prime Minister Nehru open-
ed the Dandi Memorial in
Dandi on April 6.

The memorial, consisting
of a gate, raised platform and
three plaques, has been built
round the huge banyan tree
from where, exactly 31 years
ago on April 6, Mahatma
Gandhi gave bis call to the
pation to join in the freedom
struggle.

Declaring open the memo-
rial, Mr. Nehru appealed to
the nation to learn from the
life of Mahatma Gandhi, His
life, Mr. Nebru said, was a
message in itself.

{See page 5)

Indonesian

Move For
Afro-Asian
Talks

THE Prime Minister told the
Lok Sabha on April 14 that the
Indonesian  Government  was
cbtaining the reactions of various
African and Asian Governments
to the proposal sponsored by Dr,
Sockarno to convene another
Bandung-type conference,

Mr. Nebru said that the Gov-
ecnment of Iandia had not yet
been (approached by the Inde-
nesian Government, but, in a
general way, Iedias  Charge
d'Affaires in Djakarta bad been
kept informed of the proposal,
The question of the Govern-
meot's reaction did nob arise at
this stage.

Mt, Nehru told another ques.
tioper that the Governmen! would
consider taking up with the
Ceylon Goverament the question
of jurisdiction over Katcha Thivy
Island in the Indian Ocean at an
opportune moment,
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Urgently Required

E have referred in these columns many times
W to the fact that the Indian community does not

have competent and effective leadership to
handle its day-10-day problems. The Natal Indian Con-
gress is committed to a policy in which it is not possible
for it to attend to various problems which rise daily in
the lives of the Indian people of this province, It is
wedded to the more spectacular pastime of issuing press
statements and commenting on politics at the national
level. It does not seem to have the personnel to deal
with the immediate matetial requirements of the Indian
community. Nor does the Natal Indian Organisation
seem to be able to grapple with the difficulties which be-
set the [ndian people every day. Ifitis doing anything
it certainly is not doing this publicly.

The early history of the NIC was far different from
what it has been in the last decade and a hall, There
was a time when the NIC attended to all the problems
of the community. It was not pre-occupied with politics
only. It attended to the educational, .civic, social, re-
creational and cultural needs of the community.  So did
the NIO when it succeeded the NIC. Now, however
there is no organisation to attend to the needs of the
Indian people at a provincial level. The Durban Com-
bined ;\.atepay:rs' Association is deing valuable work in
the field of negotiation in the matter of Group Areas.
Granted that the Indian people need the franchise,
granted that they oppose heart and soul the Group
Areas Act, granted that they demand equality of
treatment for all jraces, there are, nevertheless, many
problems which require negotiation and consultation,
Roads in Indian areas are sadly neglected by local
authorities and unless an approach is made the neglect
continues. The NIC and the NIO do not have the
time to take up these matters but still they must
be attended to. Indian education in Natal is reach-
ing a point of crisis; many perturbing developments are
taking place but neither, the NIC nor NIO are aware of
this. Indians require civic and recreational amenities
and none of these will come automatically, at least not un-
til the millenium arrives,

Indian groups in different parts of the province are
tolerating whatever a local authority does, or does not do.
Large Indian areas are badly lighted, serviced by poor
sanitation and suggestions of roads, Footpaths grow
wild with giass and roads remain unattended to, A com-
plaint by a citizen or two does not merit any attention by
the local authority concerned and the Indian peeple have
resigned themselves to this state of affairs. They have
been rebufied so many times that they do not even com-

( Continued on next page )

FOR PEOPLE WHO DO NOT KNOW TAMIL

¢
i

KAMBAN IN ENGLISH

By RODNEY STEWART

"PHE Ramayana is one of In-
dia's two preat mational epics (the
other being the Bhagavad-Gita.
It is 2 book which is universally
read with ceverence throughout the
length and breadth of India, and
it is at the root of Indian culture,

There are thany veesions of
this book, for every language in
India has its own, The three
most famous, bowever, are the
original Sanskrit Ramayana attri-
buted to Valmiki, the 16th Cen-
tury Hindi version by Tulsidas,
and the 9th Century rendering by
Kamban, one of the greatest
classic poets in the Tamil lan-

' guage. i

Part of this last poem, the
Ayodhya Canto, has just appeared
in an English version by Sri
Chakravarti Rajagepalachari, for-
mer Governor-General of India
and chief minister of the State of
Madras, and one of the leading
contemporary writers in the Tamil
language. The translation was
made at the instance of the
Sahitya Akademi (the Indian
National Academy of Letters) and
the book is part of the Indian
series of the Unesco Collection
of Representative Works.

The Ayedbya Canta is probably
the finest part of Kamban’s great
classic, and it is certainly the
most dramatic chapter of the
Rama legend, It tells of Rama's

exile in the forest, ousted by the
scheming of Kaikeyi, his father's
yousnger wife, who wishes to
instal ber son Bharata as prince
regent, and of Bbarata's jgrief
when this is discovered, and of
the brother's reunion,

Said Rama softly to bis brother;

‘If the river fails and the fields

wither away,

Blame we the stream

For what the heavens bave

brought about?

Put it not on the king nor

blame

Her who was like a mother all

these years.

Blame not ber son either; far

off iz the cause

Of thivgs c¢hat men must
quictly bear,

Quench your apger, brother
beloved.!

In painting these scenmes, the
Tamil peet closely followed the
original Sanskrit version of the
Ramayana, with occasional vatia:
tions in the tale to suit the man-
ners and feelings of South Indiz
at the time, .

He sings the story of Rama a
of God come down on earth to
suffer, ehasten, uplift and guide
men. And therein, perhaps, {lins
the chief difference between the
Sapskeit and Tamil versions, Ia
Valmiki, Rama, by treatment of
character and incident, is por-
tayed simply as a good and.
valiant prince. But, by the time
Kamban came to sing the Rama-'
yana, Rama bad been deified so’
completely, that he was regarded ;
as God incarnate, o

Apart from this difference in
the treatment of the bero, there i
considerable difference in poetic
form between the Sanskrit and
the Tamil versions: Valmiki's
Ramayana is an epic, while Kam.
ban'is alyric, “a striog of cut
gews with glittering facets park:
ling at each turn.”

Mz, Rajagopalachati writes in
the preface that the 'ubique
characteristic of Tamil verse if
the initial rhyme, a remakable
medium for emphasia and climas.
Another feature i= alliteration,’
which is not used merely az an?
instrument of sound-repetition’
but as an active aid in enforcing
the thought and imagery. com:
tained in the verse.

It is impossible in an English
rendering, be says, “to bring out
the thyme or the sparkle or the
lift in Kamban...to repreduce the
exquisite ast of the ‘Tamil poet."
The same might be said in res
pect of any translation of poetry:
But, in any event, Mr. Rajagopal-
achari has succeeded in achieving
what he set out to do, in opening
#3 window for pesple. who.ds
not know Tamil to see something
of a great classic in that ancient
and beautiful tongue ef Soulh
Indiz.” H

In the concluding verse,-the
poet sings of the parting of Rams
and Bharata. One chapter of the
legend is closed; another s about
to begin: i

The city bad filled !the: silest

forest . e

And now it was lime to departs

Sadly the mothers returned -

And 50 the women accompany

ing them;

Then the troops k

With the city-thtong behind.»

As the preat crowd cleared
And the forest resumed .its

peace,
The gods above that had coms
to watch 5
Returned 1o their  blesnd
abode...

—UNESCO.
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SANCTIONS CALL
- BY ICFTU

(**Indian Opinion™ Service)

PBRUSSELS—The International Confederation of Trade Unions,
grouping 56 million workers, protests energetically against the re-
pressive measures now being taken by the South African Government.
Tt calls on all states to implement by economic sanctions the recent
United Nations resolution condembing apartheid and urges its affi-
liated trade union organisations to exert pressure in this sense on

OPINIORN
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Inquiry Into Death Of
Indian Diplomat

NEW DELHI (BY MAIL)

HE death by shooting of Mr. Sankara Pillai, Fiest Secretray of
the Indian High Commission in Ottawa, was raised in Parlia-

ment on April 20 and Prime Minister Nehru said that the Governs
tnent ptoposed to hold an inquiry to find out how the culprit mansged
to get into the premises with a rifle and escape wvnmoticed af er the
crime. Mr. Nehru said he thought there was some laxity in the
securily arrangements there.

their respective governments.

The proclamation of South
Aftica as a  republic is, the
JCEFTU states, an internal matter
for South Africa to decide.
However, the overwhelming ma.
jotity of South Africans had no
yoice in this fundamental change
of the constitution, The Con-
federation demands that they
should have this voice and that
every South Afcican should have
an equal vote and cqual rights,
Pro esting against this grave de-
fiance of their human rights,
Aftican leaders have called a
general strike,  Stressing theic
peaceful intentions. The Govern-
ment, however, has begun te
take repressive measurés in.
cluding intimidation through mass
arrests and bans on trade union
meetings. The ICFTU protes's
in the strongest terms against
this new outbreak of police re.
pression

The International Confedera-
tion of Free Trade Unions has
consistently opposed the South
African Government's policies of
apartheid, and indeed the free
trade unions have taken de'er.

mined and concrete action—par.
ticularly in the form of a world-
wide consumers’ boycott of South
African goods in 1960—to de-
monstrate their opposition. They
ingist on an immediate end to
apartheid policies and discrimina-
tion and call for full poli-
tical and trade union rights for
all.

The Confederation welcomes
the resolution passed by the re-
cent session of the Uni’ed Nations
General Assembly  urging all
states to consider taking such
separate and collective action as
isopen to them, in conformity
with the United Nations Charter,
to bring about the abandonment
of racial discrimination policies
in the Union of South Aftiea.
The ICFTU now appezls to all
states to implement this United
Nations resolution by applying
cconomic Sanclions against the
Government of South Africa as
long as it continues to disregard
the elementary human rights, It
also calls on its affiliated organisa«
tions once more to put their full
weight into this strugple,

e e B R S T D e

Urgently Required

( Continned from previons page )

plain but they forget that the price of liberty is eternal
vigilance. There was a time when the NIC and the
NIO took up all these matters but now other problems
éccupy their time and attention. It is in this situation
we, therefore, suggest that a strong Indian Civic Asso-
ciation be formed to cater for the Indian people on a pro-
vincial basis, It should have local bodies in all the
places where Indians live and should have as its aim
attention to the educational and civic needs of the people.
It should devote its energies to the improvement of the
condition of the Indian primarily in relation to local
authorities. Indians are ratepayers, They are, how-
ever, not represented on these authorities and so they
should organise some media for a group approach to a
lacal aithority for attention to roads, street lights and
"samitation. A Natal Indian Civic Association will have
the impress of a provincial status and should be able to
obtain some amelioration in the day-to-day condition of
the Indian people. It will not be involved in the ques.
tion of principles. , This is in more capable hands.

The Prime Minister said that
all the facts were not yet avail-
able and there was no clear
indication of the motive for the
crime. The assailant appeared
to be a rather demented person
who had been (o the High Com-
mission on earlier occasions for a
visa and some promise of em-
ployment in India He was a
Canadian national of Yugoslav
descent,  The Canadian Prime
Minister had expressed sorrow at
the tragedy.

Fine Officer

Ms. Nehru described Mr.
Pillai as a brilliant officer in the
Foreign Service, The shock to
his wife was all the greater be-
cause she was expecting a baby,

In the Rajya Sabha the Chair-
man, Dr, Radbakrishnan, said he
had known Mr. Pillai for more
than 20 years ever since be was a
student at Cambridge University
and asked the Prime Minister ta
convey the sympathies of the
House to the bereaved family,

In the Lok Sabba 1the Speaker
associated himself with the senti-
ments expressed by the Prime
Minister and said he bad occasicn
to meet Mr. Pillai during his
visit to Trinidad some years apo.
The Speaker expressed sympathies
to the bereaved family on bebalf
of the House.

All officers of the Exernal
Affalts Mimstry assembled in
the conference room of the
Ministry when feelivg refecences
were made to the death of Mc
Pillai. The meeting observed two
minutes silence and also decided

the family of Mr, Pillai in Canada.
London Meeting

At a condolence meeting of
LF.S. officers posted to the High
Commission of Indiz, London;
and presided over by Mr. T, N,
Kazl, Deputy High Commission»
er, the following resolu jon was
passed on April 20:

*We, the I F.S Officers posted
at the High Commission of India,
London, have been deeply shock-
ed to learn of the passing away
of our eolleague, Shri K. Sankara
Pillai, while in his office in the
High Commission of India,
Ottawa. Our deepest sympathies
go out to his wife, Shrimati
Ammani, and his two young
children.”

It was also resolved tha" 1he
following telegram be sent to the
High Commission of India,
Ottawa: “1.F.S, Officers in Lon-
don deeply grieved at loss of
dear colleague Sankara  Pyllaf,
Kindly convey our sympathies to
Shrimati Ammasi Pillai.

PLLITLPRBSISIOSIOISIOPOORIGY
WATCGILS, Gents models—25 Jewels
waterproof, skochproof. antimagnete,
unbreakable mainspring, ftted  with
matching metal evpansion straps—price
4716, As above, but 21 Jewe's—
43/6- As above, but 17 Jeweis—3 /6,
As above but with self changing eal 1 dar,
17 Jewels—52/6,  Also 21 Jewels Calen.
dar—56/0.  Other wodels from 19/6,

LADIES models 25 Jewels, unbreak.
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GANDHIJI'S HUMOUR

“SOFT dark eyes, a small

frail man, with a thin face
and rather large protruding eyes,
his bead covered with a little
white cap, his body clo hed in
coarse white cloth, bare-footed
He lives on rice and fruit and
drinks only water. He sleeps on
the floor—sleeps very litile, and
works incessantly. His body
does not seem to couat at all-
Toere is oothing striking about
him—except his whole expres:
sion of ‘infinite paticoce aand
infinite love "'

This pen-portrait of Mahatma
Gandhi by Romain Rolland aptly
brings out not only the secret of
the hoid be bad op the masses,
mimely his “‘infinite patience and
infinite love ™ but also shows his
simple life and vibrant thought
and his deep understanding of
min,

“He laughs like a child and
adores children,” remarked C, F,
Andrews, He was not oaly a
great spiritual and political leader
of his time, be was also a thinker
and writer of exteaordinary
power.
other leader bad ever addressed
such huge gatherings, made so
miny speeches or wrote so con-
tinuously for a period of over 50
years on all topics affecting the
well bsing of society -and de-
velopment of human character.
H's speeches and writings were
often purttua ed witk sparkling
bum>iur. His letters to Sardar
Patel and Mr, Nehru, though
d:aling with serious topics, were
in erspersed with genuine humour
H 5 asceticism sat lightly on him.
H: had the gaiety of a child and
every ont of his visitors could
expect to be entertained by a joke
or two An adoring  though
tongue-tied villager would be put
at east by Gandhiji with an
im’table jake.

Soul Of Party

Acharya Kripalagi, ooe of his
intellectual devotees, once re~
marked that Congress represented
the statesmanship of Ganodhi, the
Ashram his austerity, and Gujerat
Vidyapith hislaughter He knew
humanity’s sorrow, and alsp
kaew that sensitive souls should
somehow manage to sutvive, /If
I had no sense of bumour,” he
once said, *'I should long apo
have committed suicide,”" Being
with Gundbiji was bke being at
a party, of which Gandhiji was
the soul

Mostly of a2 spirilual nature,
Gandhbiji's bumour, wottld tun
to buoyant repartee.  There is a
story of an English lady who
was fascinated by the varicty of

It is doubtful if any -

fruit which bad been sent to the
Mabatma by his admirers She
txclaimed that she was prepared
tobza saint if she could enjoy
such delicous fare. Gandhiji
helpfully suggested: “You need
not go so faras to chanpe your
diet!”

With Chaplin

Charlie Chaplin went to see
the Mabatma whea he was in
England in connection with the
Round Table Conference, When
the much agitated secretary
brought ip the card bearing the
famous name, Gandhiji innocently
inquired who the distinguished
vigitor was; Gaandhiji was oot a
mavie fan. And when they met
tach other it was the Mahatma
who kept the famous comcdxan
laughing,

" Do you suffer from nerves?”’
be was asked by a woman visitor.
“Ask Mrs, Gaodhi,” straight
came the reply, “she will tell you
that Iam oo my best bebaviour
with the world but not with hes.”

“Well," exclaimed Mrs Mills,
“My husband is on his best be-
baviour with me

“Then,"” retorted Gandhiji, /I
am sure that Mr Mills bas
bribed you heavily.” )

About Drink

Asked why he was uncharitable
to those who drank, Gaadhiji
answered: “Because I am chari-
table to those who suffer from
the effects of the curse,”

-“How many children
you?" he atked a sailor,

“IEight, sir, foue sons and four
four daughters."”

“I have four sons,” said the
Mabatma, “so I can race with
you half-way"

He could extract mirth out of
the tnest uppromising situations
In September, 1932, when the
Hindu leaders met in Yeravda
Priscn under the shadow of his
fast, hesat at the centre of the
table and chuckled; “I preside,”

He boarded the steamship
Rijputana from Bombay on
August 29, 193], on his voyage
to England to take part in the
Round Table Conference along
with Pandit M M Malaviya and
others  He spent a very busy
time oo board ship saying hig
prayers, playing with childreo,
cracking jokes and so on. To
the captain of the ship he said:
‘I am your prisoner for 15 days '’

Whea the s eamer anchored
on September 11 at Marseilles,
be declared to  the customs
officers- “I am a poor mendicant
My eacthly possessions consist of
siz spiomtng  wheels, prison
dishes, 3 can of goat's milk, six

have

SAHIB

By
SINGH AHUJA

homespun loin cloths and towels,
and my reputation, which cannot
be worth much."

On September 12, 1931, be
arrived in London and remained
in Eogland until December 5 He
stayed in Kingsley Hall,’a house
in the East Eud Settlement, as
the gitest of Muriel Lester,
Kingsway Hall is five miles fcom
the centre of the city and from
St, James' Palace where~ the
Round Table Conference sessions
were held, He bad his morning
walks in the slum steeets of East
End; he made friends with the
children -

“Here I am,” be said, “doing
the real round table work, getting
to koow the people of Eagland.”

Children ran up and held his
hand. *Uncle Gandhi,"” they
called him One , mischievous
youngster-yelled : “Hey, Gandbi,
where's your trousers?'’ The
Mabatma laughed heartily.

Interviews

Questjoned by a reporter about
his* dress, Gandbiji said: ‘You
people wear plus fours, mine are
minus fours!"

At the beginning of June, 1942,
Mr. Louis Fischer interviewed
Gandbiji at Sevagram for a week,
QOuae afternoon two  American
journalists came; M, Chaplin, of
the International News Service,
and Mr, Baldon, of “Life and
Time.” Both bad heard rumoutrs
in New Delhi that  Gandhiji
might soon be arrested; so they
came post-haste, without waiting
for a reply totheir request for an
appointment, e had just ended
his talk with Mr, Fischer when
they arrived, and while greeting
them, be remarked: “One Ame-
rican has been vivisecting me, I
am pow at your disposall”

Louis Fischer, it his book on
the life of Mabatma Gandhi,
sayst “During my stay with
Gandhi in 1946; I entered his
room while he was spinning, He

‘explained bis devotion to it: “If

three million people did the same
thing once a day not because
Hitler ordered it but because
they were inspited by the same
ideal, we would have enough
unity of purpose to achieve in
dependence ' I suggested face.
tiously that when he stopped
spinping 10 talk to me for
an hour he bad delayed in
dependence.

0V¥es," he laughed. ‘You have
postponed Swaraj by six yards,"

Louis Fischer again writes i
the above book in the chapter
My week with Gandhi'......
#Gandhi encouraged fun and
banter, Usually my interview

, search of his lodging in

started with his finding me the
coolest place on the floor. Then,

- with a smile, be would xay: ‘Now,

1 invite your blows,’" Once, after
3 Muslim woman had brought
him a mird pack for his abdomen ¢

he stretched out and gaid::
‘T will take your blows lying,
down ....."" iy

At Palace .

Invited to Buckingham Palace
along with other delegates to the'
Round Table Conference, the!
Mahatma appeared i - his loin %
cloth and chatted with King.®
George V -and Queen  Mary. ¢
Royalty was put at ease by‘ﬂ
Gandkhiji's naturalness, and people
of Kipling's way of thinking must '
have turned in their pgraves !
Someone asked him if be was'
sufficiently dressed for his talk
with the King-Emperor. “The *
King," be auswered, “'had enough
on for both nfus”

The following extract from the
foteword by the latz Sarojini -
Naidu. to the book entitled
'Mabatma Gandhi”, by H. S.
Polak, H N. Brailsford and Lord
Pethick Lawcence, gives aoother
instance of the sense of ‘sparkling
bumour of the Mahatma, , '™V

“Curiously enough my frst
meeting with Mahatma Gandbj
took place in London on the eve!
of the great Eutopram War o
1914, when he arrived fresh l'n::mf
bis triumphs in South Africa,
where he had imitiated bis prin.’
ciple of passive resistance and
won a victery for his countrymen,
who were at that time chiefly
indentured labourers, over the
redoubtable General Smuts, 1
had not ben ableto meet his ship
on his arrival, but the next after.
noon I went waudermg round in
‘an
obscute part of Kensington and
climbed the steep stairs of ag
old, unfashionable house, to find
an open door frammg a living
picture of a little man with 3
shaven head, scated on the fgor
on a black prison blanket and
cating a messy meal of squashed’
tomatoes and alive oil out of a
wooden prisen bowl, ]

“Around him were ranged
some battered ting of parched
groundnuts and tasteless biscuits
of dried plactainflour, I bugst
instinctively iato happy laughter
at this amusing and unexpected
vision of a famous leader, whose
pawe had already become a
bousebold word in our country,
He lifted bis eyes asd laughed,
back at me, saying: ‘Ab, ypu must
be Mrs, Naidy, who else dare be
so irreverent? Come in,' said he,

{ Continued on page 58)
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EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNTS OF NON.
VIOLENT RESISTANCE IN ACTION

n

“T)HARASANA CAMP, Surat
District, Bombay Preridency,
May 22 (by mail)—Awmszing
pzenes were witnessed yesterday
wheo more than 2,500 Geodhi
‘volunteers' mdvanced against
the salt paos here in defiance of
palice regulations. .

"The officiz] Government vers
sion of the raid, issued today,
stated that ‘*from  Coogress
wources it is estimated (3570 sus-
taised injuries, but only three
or four were seriously hurt,’

“About noon yesterday I
vitited the temporary hospital
in the Congress camp and counte
e more than 200 injured lying
io rows on the ground, I verified
by personal observation that
they were sullering injuries. To.
day even ;the British owned
newapapers give the total pums.
ber at 320.., .

“The scene nt Dharasana durs
isg the roid was estonishing
sod ballling to the Western
mind accustomed to see violence
met by violence, to expect a
bow to be returned and o fight
resalt.  During the morping I
nw and heard’ hundreds of
blows inflicted hy [the police,
but saw pot a simzle hlow re-
tursed by the volunteers. So
fat as I could odserve the volun.
teers implicitly obeyed Gandhirg
creed of poneviolence. In po
cese did Isee a volunteer even
raite an arm to deflect the blows
from lathis. There were oo oul-
Crics from the beaten Swarajists,
oaly groans after they had sub.
mitted to their beating.

l “Obviously it was the purpose
of the voluntzers to force the
police to beat them, The police
were placed io a diflicult posie
tion by the refusal to disperse
aod the action of volunteers ia
continually pressiog closer to
the salt paos.

“"Meoy times I saw the police
vaioly threaten the ndvanciog
volunteers with upra’sed lathir,
Upon their determined refusal
tarecede the lutbis would fall
pon the uoresisting body, the
voluateer would fall back bleed-

1 1iog or broised and be carried
! away on a stretcher. Waiting
¥ volunteers, on the outskirts of
I the pavs, often rushed and con-
' gratulated the beaten volua-cer
U he was carried off the feld,
It was apparent tha: most of
the injured gloried io their
injuries. Ouge leader was heard
tosay,'These m n have done a

, kreat work for India today.

They mre martyrs {o the cause’

languages,

the {'New Yok Tclegram.

Two very grapbic eye-witness nccounts of nom-violent
resistance egainst unjust laws in India are smopg the many
modern examples of popsviolent resistance quoted in Richard
Gregp's book, “The Power of NoneViclence,”
which war fiest published in 1938, has been revisad and
brought up-to-date ic a new edition ‘issued by the Navjivan
Trust, of Abmedabad, Itis an immensely valuable document
o0 non-violent action and is more than timely in the present
state of affairs io Alrica. At the request of Kepneth Eaunds
an abridged version of this book was made available in the
Rhbodesies. It is now being travslated ioto various Alrican

Reproduced below are: (3) An account by Webb Miller of
8 march to the salt pans organised by Gandhiji and (z) an
account of a non-violent demonstration in Bombay written by
Negley Fareon, for the “Chicago Daily News.

In 1930 the Government of India prohibited the people of
Gujerat from jmakisg salt from the sep—something which
they had doae for numberless years without let or hindrance.
Gandhiji rtepped into the situation and called on the people
to get their salt from the salt pans, irrcspective of the cor-
sequences. Miller's account of the events was published in

The book,

"Much of the time the stolid
Surat police teemed reluctant to
strike. It was poticezble that
when the officers were occupied
on other parts of the line the
police slaclened, only toresume
threateniog and beating when
the officers appeared egain. 1
53w many instances of the vols
unteers pleadiog with the police
to join them,

"At otber times the police
became apgered, whereupon the
beating would be done earnestly.
During several of these incidents
I saw the pative police delis
berately kick lying or sittiog
voluoteers who refused to dise
perte. And I saw several ige
stancer where the police vicious.
ly jabbed sittiog volunteers in
the abdomen with the butt eed
of their lathj...

“Once I saw a native polices
man in aoger strike a half-sub-
merged  volunteer who had
already been struck down into
a ditch and was clinging to the
edge of the baok, This incident
caused great excitement among
the volunteers who witnessed it,

"My reaction to the scenes
was of revulsion akin to the
emotion one feels when seeing a
dumb apimal beaten—partly
noger, partly bumiliation, It
was to the description of these

sreactions that the Bombay cen-
sorship  authorities objected
among other things,

“In fniraess to the sutborities
it must be emphasized that the
Congress volunteers were break.
ing laws or attempling to brask
them, and that they repeatedly

refused to disperse and attempt-
ed to pull dowo the entangles
ments with ropes, and that the
volunteers seemed to glory in
their injuries,

“In eighteen years of report-
ing in twentystwo countries,
during which I have witoessed
innumerable civil disturbance,
tiots, street fights and rebellions,
I bave oever witnessed such
harrowing scenes 'as at Dharas
sans, The Wegtern mind can
grasp violence returned by
violeace, can undezstand a fight,
but is, I found, perplexed and
baflled by the sight of men
advacciog coldly and delibers
ately and submitting to beatiog
without attempting defence,
Sometimes the scenes were so
painful that I hed to turn nway
momentarily,

"Oue surprising feature was
tbe discipline of the volunteers,
It seemed they were thoroughly
imbued with Gindhi's non-
violence creed, and the leaders
coastantly stood in front of the
ranks imploring them to remems
ber that Gandbi's soul was with
them.”

(2)

The Chicago “Daily News"
published the following account
from Negley Farson, its special
correspondent in Iadia:

“Bombay, June 21, Heroic,
bearded Shikhs, several with
blood dripping from their
mouths, relusing to move or
even tn draw their 'hirpans’
(sacred swords} to defend thems
selves from the shower of lathi
blowi—

Marathi policemen

"Hiodu women and girls
dressed ib orange robes of sacrie
fice, flinging themselves on the
bridles of borses and imploring
mounted police not to strike
male Coogress volunteers. os
they were Hindus themselves—

"Stretcher bearers waiting
beside Jittle islands of prostrate
uoflinching, immovable Satya.
grahis, who bad flung thems
selves on the grouhd grouned
about their women upholding
the flag of Swaraj—

""These were the scenes on the
Maidan Esplanade, Bombay%
splendid sea~front par®, where
the sir.day deadlock between
police and Mahatma Gandbi's
followers has broken out in &
bewilderiog brutal and stupid
yet-heroic spectacle.

“Ihe wcene opened at six
o'clock outside the Esplanade.
Al the police staticn focing the
park some hundreds of yellow
turbaaed blue-clad, barc-!egged
Marathi policemen were leaning
on their dreaded bamboo lathis
under the commarnd of & score
of Epglish police sergeants in
topees and cotton dril.

“At 6245, marching in good
formation down the tree-lined
plessant boulevard, came the
first detachment of volunteers,
This was the ambulance unit,
mostly boys and young doctors,
dressed in Rhaki with Red Cross
badzes on their arms, They
marched past the waiting police
without a glance to the south
side of the playing fisld, whera
they parbed their ambulagces
ond brought out their stretchers.

“It was purses apd orderlies
preparing an opernting theatre,

“At 7 o'clock: begnn to come
processions of whitesrobed vol.
unteers bearing red, green and
white banners, singing *We wil]
take Swaraj—India Qur Mothers
land." At the bead of each
walked o tiny detachment of
women and gitls dressed in
orange robe, many garlagded
with jasmine, They mnrched
steadily oo past the palicemen
ond 'actually lined up behing
the stretchers,

“They waited there in a long
front down the bouleynrd for
the order to march on the field,

“Ishall not forget the scenes
which followed. Dnikfaced
in their
yellow turbans marched aloog
in column led by Eoglish sey-
geents across the field toward
the waiting crowd, A they
oeared it the police went faster

(Continued on page 159)
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T. B. Survey In Pakistan

FOUR-MAN World Health
Organization team, led by Dr,
K. O, Jensen, Senior WHO
,adviser, is carrying out, to-
gether with oational countere
parts, a tuberculosic sample
sucvey in West Pakistan to help
formulate control mensuces
agmust o disesse which accord.
ing to nntlonal statistics shll

stanis;

The team, whick will chech
1zmple populatlon groups in
hoth Western and Eastern Pros
vinces of Pakistan, has already
examined 24 groups of 250 per.
sons each in Karachi, anod is
pow testing more persons in
Rawalpindi and sevaral urban
nod ruzal sites of Northern Paki-
stan, Such surveys are expected
to be carried out in all the nine
Divisions of the two Provinces
and should be completed in two
years time. A 2]-man team
from the Western Pakistan
health services including =
doctor, o statistician and nurses
ic nssisting in the survey,

This oation.wide survey will
help discovdr the extent and
epidemsiological  pattern  of
tuherculosis prevalence in Pahi-
stan apd how best the '"‘white
scourge” may be checked, Itis
carried out by testing groups of
people from all social levels and
all age categories through chest
photofluorograpby, sputum ex-
smination and tuberculin’ tests
in carcinlly selected areas, Zone
segments and houses,

g nchieve best resulta and
collect reliable facts, all persons
in the selected groups must
undergo the tests,” WHO statis.
tician Svend Christensen said in
a recent interview; he also
painted out that public response
in Karachi bad been very en-
couraging, Final data end
figures on TB ptevalenca will
be sent for proceising and tabu-
lating to the WHO.assisted
Tuberculesis Epidemiological
and Statistical Centre in
Karachi.

TB ranks among top priority
health problems in Pakistan:
BCG mess vaccination cam-
peigos ioitiated with WHO and
UNICEF assistance and now
catried on by the Government
Pakistan recoreed the second
largest oumber of tested ond
vaceinated pewsons (345 mile
lion ond 71.7 millicn) in the
world, Among the nine other
Eastern Vediterranean counteies
covered by the world=wide drive
ngaiost TB, UAR (Province of
Egyp!) end lran recarded n
comparatively high number of
persons tested and vaccinated—
roughly 5.2 and 2 million in the
Egyptian Province, and 3.7 and

2.6 million in Iran,

Tha WHO Tuberculosis team
in Pabistan will soon casty on
its survey in Peshawar and its
sutroundlng areas. Similar TB
prevalence surveys have been
carried out or initinted in Tunis

gia, Libya, Jordan, Sudan and-

UAR (Province of Syria),,
—Taken trom the Nov.-Dee,

issue of “‘Spem'—Journal for the

Promotion of Eastern Medicines

Khadi In
Third Plan

{*Indian Opinion” India Service)
NEW DELEI ( By Mail)

TTHE Chaiiman of the Khadi
and Village Industries Commis-
siom Mr, V. L. Mehtz said in
ErnaRulam recently that the
Planping Commission had allos
cated £66.7 million for the
development of Khadi and
Village industries in the Third
Plao. Of this £351.7 million
were for Khadi and {75 million
for village industries.

He said the allocation would
be in the form of loans and
grants; Provision for the cut«
rent year was £z million.
Mr, Mehta said that about g.5
million people mostly in the
rural areas were now eogeged
in Khadi work and sbout
joo.000 in village industries.
The Commission was trying to
reorientate its programme to
make real impact on rural eco-
nomy. This would be doge
when they would start work
under the new scheme., Under
this scheme a group of con.
tiguous villages witk a popula.
tion of aot mora than 29,con
wauld be selected for a multis
purpose projramme 50 as to
make villages self-dependent,

Gandhiji’s Humour
{ Continued from page ]56)

and share my meal,'

“No thanbs,” T replied,
soiffiiog, ‘What an abominabie
mess it is?"'

“In this way and at that ine
stant commenced our {riends
thip, which (owered into real
comradeskip and bore froit ina
long, loving, loyal discipleship,
whkich sever wavered for a
single hout through more than
30 years of common gervice in
the cause of India's freedom|”
—"March of Tndia,”

ORINION

Defence
Ministry
Reports

(“Indian Opinion’ ! Indin Service)

NEW DELHI (By Mail)
MP'HE annual report of the De-
fence Ministry says that during
1960-61 high standards of train-
ing for members of the armed
forces were maintained at the
various training institutions in
the country. Training of the
Army ic wholly carried out
within the country; onlya few
officers’ are sent abroad for
specialised training, facilities
for which do not exist in Indie;
Steady progress is also being
maintained in achieviog selfs
sufficiency in equipment through
indigenous development and
production,

In the Navy there has been
gradual expansion in all sece
tions of the Service. Four fris
gates were commissionad during
the yoar and an aircraft carrier
is expected to jein the fleet in
October. Tha Air Force also
maintained steady progress, The
first Indian<built Avro«748 transe

port plage is expected (o be -

ready in the first half of this
year.

7 25th May, 1961

Equipment For
Inspection Of
* Viscounts

(“Indian Qpinion” India Servics)

‘The Indian Aitlines Corpors.
tion proposed to purchase the
ultra sonic equipment with whose
belp the defects in the Viscoton
were recently detected, the D
puty Minister of Civil Aviatiog,
Mr. Ahmed Mohiuddin, diy
closed in the Lok Sabha recently,
‘The equipment would be utilised
for periodical inspection of Vi
counts. He added that one o
the two Viscounts niow grounded

‘might be put back into service ja

two months, The otber might
take a longer time. N P
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Eye-Witness Accounts Of Non-Violent Resistance

and faster. The Hindus, who
may be willi-g to die but dread
physical pain, watched them
approach wilh frightened eyern
Then the police broke into a
chazge,

“Mapy Hindus at opce ran,
fleeing down the streeti—but
most stood stockstill.

“Crash! \Wheck! Whack!
Whack! At last the crowd
bzoke. Oaly the orange cled
viomen were left standing be-
side the prostrate fipures of
crumpled mea.  Congress voluns
teer ambulsnces clangiog belly,
stretcher bearers running helter-
stelter across the field, Whack |
Whack | Whack !

“A minute's Iull and thep,
with flags flying another column
of volucteers matched onto the
vast green field. A column of
Maratbns marched to meet them,
They clashed—a clash, = rattle,
dutl thuds,then the faint hearted
ran and ogain there was the
spectacle of the green field
dotted with n line of f[allen
bodies apd agsin the [same
islands of orenge clad Hindu
women holding up the flags of
Swaraj,

“A4qd hete in the centre of ons
of these islonds sat a little kpot
olmen, their heads bowed, sube
mithog to a 1ain of lathi blows

In Action

refusing to move uotil on n
stretcher aod completely 1aid
out, And there were stretchers
within two feet of the suffering
men, waitiog for them.

“Then came a band of fifty
Shikbs —and a heroic scene,
The Shikhbs, as you know, are &
fierce fighting hrotherhood, As
soon as he can raise one, every
man wears & beard which be
curls around a cord or ties to
his ears, The Shikhs also wear
their hair long like women and
corl it in ¢ topknot upder their
turbans. These Shibba were
Akalis of a fanatic religious
sect. They wore the kirpan, ot
sacred sword.

“With them were fifteen of
their young girls and women.
The women also wore sacred
swords, and although dressed
in orange saris like Hindu
women, they wore little cotton
trousers which reached to their
tiny, sendaled feet.  They were
pretty gitls and not so loud
voiced and excited as the Hindu
ladies. They simply smiled—as
it they.liked danger—which
they do,

“Ope ol them bad her little
baby, which she wanted to hold
up belore the police to ders

( Continued
from page 157 )

them to come oo, She laughed
ot me when my remark was
translated that it was tersible
to drag a child into this,

"Coming from all districts as
representutives of the fighting
Punjab, these Shikhs twore they
would not draw their Rirpans
to defend themselves, but they
would not leave the field, They
did aot.

*“‘Never, never, nover | ' they
cried, to the terrific delight of
their Hindu brothers, in Swaraj,
‘We will never retreat. We will
die, wo will1* The police hesir
tated before hirting the Shibhs,
They asked their women would
they not please, please, leave
the field,

“Nol* said the women, ‘we
will die with our men.’

“Mounted Indian policemen
who had been galloping across
the field, whacking heads indis-
criminately, came to & stymie
when they faced the little cluse
ter of blue Akali turbans oo the
slender Shikh men

¢ ¢The Bhikhs are brave men
—how can we hit them?” It was
not fear, but respect,

“But the police, determined
to try to clear the field, at last

rushed around the Shikh women
and began to hit the men, I
stood withio five feet of a Shikh
leader as ho took the lathi blows.
He was a short, beavily muscled
man,

“The blows came—he atood
streight; His turban was Enocke
ed off. The long black hair was
bared with the round topRoot.
He closed his eyes as the blows
fell—until at last he swayed
nod fell to the ground,

“No jother Shikhs bad tried
to shield him, but notv, shout-
ing their defiance, they wiped
away the blood streamiog from
his moutb, Hysterical Hindus
rushed to him, bearing cakes of
ice to rub the contusions over
his eyes, The Shikh gave me a
smile—and stood for more,

“And then the police threw
up their bands. *¥You can’t go
on hitting a blighter when be
stande up to you like that.!"
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ago...

GANDHI

fifty years

TO SMUTS

Jay 1911
WRITES

(From The Indian Opinion, Muy 21, 1911) =

T is with great pleasurs that
we annonnos the completion
of the somewhat lengthy nego-
tistions which have been goiog
on between General Bmauts and
Mr. Gandhi. On 29th  April
Mr. Gandhi wrote a8 nnder to
the Gleneral’s Private Secretary :
Dear Mr. Lane,—Referring to
the oonversation between ua of
this morning, we had an over-
orowded meeting 8t the Hamidia
Hall on Thursday last, Mr.
Qaohalia presided and the meet=
ing leeted four heurs.  After
pome heated diseussion, a8 reso=
lation 'was carried, approving, 88
barenfter explained, of the pro=
vision eettlemsnt set forth in
the lettera of the 22ad instant
eXohanged between us. There
were geveral quoeetiona whiok
were asked at this meeting, and
.are glill being agked. I thiok
that it is right that I should
draw General Smute’ attention
to the n ost important of them.
The soceptance by the meeting
ig basod upon the ioterpretation
of the letters indioated by the
following questions put by the
meeting:=-

(1) Will the legislation prov
posed and designed to meat the
objection of passive redisters
take away exieting rights either
in the Tranevaal or in other
perts of South Africa?

Answer : It will not, whether
the proposed legisiation affeots
only the Tranavaal or the whole
of the Union.

{2) Will the passive resicters
who are pre~war residents, but
who are at present outside the
Tranevaal, such 2 Mr: Dawad
Mahomed or Mr. Rustomjes, he
entitled to registration in apite
of thetr having failed to apply
for their registration daring the
statntory period.

Anawer : Yes.

(3) Will the pagsive resisters
who, althongh registered, have
been deported, be prohibited
from entoring the Tranevasl?

Answer : No.

(4) Will the pagsive resipters
who hold Pesos Preservallen
Ordinance Permits bui have
been deported bo similarly pro»
taoted?

Answer: Yen.

{5) Will the eduoated passive
resistars who are to be allowed
to remain in the Transvaal ander
temporary certificatea ba treated
a8 immigrants for thie year, and
be fres from lisbility to regise
tration under Aot 36 of 19087

Apswer: Yes.

(6) Will the standard of edas
calion pﬁaseaaed by the persons
referred to be set for folure
Asiatic immigrante?

Answer : Nos It wes explained
that only those who are highly
sduoated wiil be allowed to
pass the eduoation test, and that
probably all but Mr. Joseph
Royeppen ont of the six would
be rejected if they were to peek
admission a6 new immigrants on
merite.

(7) Will edueated Asiatios who
are registered residents be oom-+
pelled to give finger prints or
thombprite?

Answer ; No.

{8) Will counsciantions objeo
tora or well-known Asiatics be
gimilarly eXempt?

Anewer: Yes, from finger
prints and salso from thombe
priots, if they oan give a well.
formed signature

The last two anewers were
given on the strength of previons
oorrespandence in 1908 and the
dispatohes recsntly published.
The matter was not mentioned
in the disonesion between us
beoause it waa quite plain to me.

I am sare General Smnts will
not mind my troubling him with
the above, a8 [ know he na well
8¢ I i» most anxioms to avold
misanderstanding.

I find that Mr. Sodha ls not a
pre war resident of thres yearg
stauding. Heresided continnonas
Iy for two years before the war
in the Trangvasl and aotnally
left ag a refugee. Thers is, of
oonrge no doubt asto the two
facts. But o striot regding of Aot
36 of 1908 requires three years
preswar residence. May notthe
striet lotter of the law be waived
and Mr, Sodha be sllowed to
registor ? If he is not, he fallg
ander the oategory of eduoated
immigrante, ae he possesses odur
oational qaalifications: He will
then, with Messrs. Royeppen,
Borabjes, Medb, Desai and

Bhelat be the sixth edaeated
man, That leaves ont a very
desirable and highly-ednoated
mag, Mr, Ssmuel Jogeph, 8
nephew of Mr. Royeppenand a
sobool magter. He wae born in
South Africe, and even now la
the organist in a Native Pro-
testant Christian Church, and ie
giving some private tuitions May
I ask for his proteotion, by
waiving the strict interpretation
in regard to Mlr. Sodha, We
might have thrown ont one of
the 8ix hefore named in favour
of Mr. Samnel Joseph, but the
merite in point of suffering of
the others are far greater than
Mr. Samuoel Josephs.

I have been asked to mention
another oage of eXireme hards
ship. That is Mr, Camay's. He
wed an Indian postmaater in
Johanneshnrg, He iz well edo=
cateds I belisve he bad eerved
for nearly ten years in the above
oapaoity when he had to leave
becanse be deolined to register.
Mr, Camay is a Parsee. Ho hes
his family in Johannesburg. He
has guffered a great deal’ daring
the straggle. I balisve he was
very popular as a postmaster,
and enjoyed the complete cone
fidenoe of hia soperiors. In my
opinion, he ought to be re
inatated.

I have not yet before me a
list of Indian passive resisters
who being preswar residents are

entitled to registration, bat I am -

getting the names togethers I
take i that their registration
will proceed immediately we
sgres on the pointe mentionad
by me herein,

You wers

somewhat sure

—
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prised when I mentioned ihs
Chingge paesive resisters, Baf
they bave continued ¢o suffer t
the end, and thelr chairman,
Mr. Quoinn, was cnly /recently
disoharged from gaol, There are,
now, I think, mere Chinese thag
Indian paesive resisters in guol,
I am qunite aure that Gepen)
Smute will not expect Indiag
peseive reginters to desert thei;
Chiness fellow suflerers. They
natarally ask for the same pror
teotion for the Chicese paeslre
resiaters o for themael? ed. Thers
are I undarstand, only abeqs
twenty pre-war Chinese pamire
registers who were not registend
when the struggle was revivd
in 1908. Bat I introduced thy
gnestion of tha Chinesa in order
to mention the somewhat delis
cate matter of fonr who am
undergoing terms of imprisos.
ment for publio violence among
themeelves. When the struggh
was revived, the Chinese beoams
lwo feotionse and fought with
each other. Asa result, some
wore convieled. Now the twe
faotione are uniteds They wre
even preparing & petilicn (o the
Goveroor-General for the ¢Xar=
oiss of the olemenoy of the
Orowns  Will not Gensral Smauts
recommend them for favomrable
coneideration?

I have written at great lengthe
But I thought that 1 conild npf
be too pracise or too frank. !

If you will kindly placiih
latter before General Smntz,lﬂ
if he considers it meoeesary,
appoint 8 day for an interview,
I shall come down, and the
matter may be finally olosed
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