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Towards one nation

Two of the speakers at the “Options for the Future” con-
ference . . . Prof Hermann Giliomee and Dr Charles Simkins

SOCIAL, economic and political factors have
changed the attitudes of people in South
Africa towards negotiation and will continue
1o do so, Dr Van Zyl Slabbert told some 350
delegates who attended IDASA’s Options
for the Future conference in Johannesburg
in May.

Dr Slabbert said IDASA was trying to build
a climate for negotiations and “with a con-
ference like this one we are articulating the
cost if we don't move in a certain direction
towards negotiation ™.

“As the hurdles of apartheid fall,” said
Slabbert, “the debate goes further and pro-
gresses.” He predicted that the position of
whites towards negotiation will continue to
shift because “many planned and unplanned
forces” which will influence the willingness
ol people to negotiate, will shift over time,

“Once we've knocked the shifts in NP
policy as cosmetic, we mustn t underestimate
the influence of these shifts on the political
process. The NP is on a slippery shide towards
accepting the idea of one nation, The debate
about negotiation has now shifted and we
are now talking about the kind of society we
want to live in and this has placed the Mass
Democratic Movement in a very powerlul
position to influence the debate,’” Slabbert
said,

Dr Slabbert's positive observations came
at the end of a day which was marked by a
highly stimulating and sometimes heated
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NP shift poses
new challenge

By PIERRE DE VOS5

debate between panellists and speakers from
the floor,

Prof Hermann Giliomee, head of the depart -
ment of political studies at the University of
Cape Town, set the cat among the pigeons
when he elaborated on his viewpoint that
two nations — one black and one white
— exist in South Africa at present. According
to Prof Giliomee, a gradual change with a
“definite timetable of between seven and
10 years” would be necessary in order to
facilitate the reconciliation pracess between
the two nations.

Giliomee said the policies of the NP had
changed considerably over the last 10 years,
"The NP are looking towards nation building.
They want to build a new inclusive South
African nation around the existing white
nucleus. This new NP ideology 15 a more
powerful adversary for the anti-apartheid
groups than the old apartheid policies.”

An angry delegate from Soweto asked
Prof Giliomee if the Jews in Nazi Germany
would have accepted a “'gradual change” of
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Prof Servaas van der Berg and Mr Michael Coulson . .. differed
on the redistribution of wealth

the system in Germany. Giliomee r-e-phed
that il the present system couldn’t be over-
thrown by force it was essential to get whites
to sit down at a negotiating table, “It's the
only other way out and it requires com-
promises,’” he said

Several other delegates expressed their
doubts about the willingness of the National
Party and whites in general 1o relinguish
power. "Whites are in the grip of greed, fear
and irrationality,” remarked one delegate.

Dr Alex Boraine later commented that
Giliomee's view institutionalised the idea of
two nations and this idea was exactly whai
IDASA was trying to get away fram.

According to Dr Boraine, people should
rather become involved in the debate abouwt
a post-apartheid South Africa. “'There is a
growing awareness in South Africa that we
cannot leave this matter in the hands of the
government! or the normal institutional
bodies who would give attention to constitu-
tional matters,” Boraine said.

Taking his cue from Dr Boraine, constitu-
tional law expert Prof George Devenish, of
the University of Natal, said that the ANC's
constitutional guidelines could be seen as
animportant catalyst for a peaceful solution
in South Africa, “The guidelines, if they are
seriously debated, are a starting point that
could lead to greater clarity on the impaortant
constitutional issues,”" hesaid. ' But,” warned
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DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION

IDASA’s goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races to reject
apartheid and discover an
alternative that is non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

® To assist people to accept
and work for a post-apartheid
society as a way of allaying
their fears.

@ To mobilise the skills, know-
ledge and experience of all
those who can assist the com-
munities in the crisis areas
of South Africa.

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions to South Africa’s
problems.

® To assist in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.
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EDITORIAL

Pushing govt towards

MR Chris Heunis, Minister of Constitutional
Development and Planning, has stated that
the National Party has now decided that in
the future there can only be one parliament
which incorporates all South Africans. This is
a major step away from former Mational
Party policy, but unfortunately Mr Heunis is
very much less clear in describing how that
parliament will be formulated except to
emphasise group representation which, on
the surface, would suggest that white control
remains paramount for the government.

Mr Heunis has also emphasised very
strongly the government’s commitment to
negotiation and reiterated his call that all
South Africans should participate in negotia-
tions towards a new constitution. In other
waords, negotiation politics has become a
buzz word in government circles and there-
fore itisimportant for us to understand what
negotiation really means.

Firstly, as far as IDASA is concerned,
negotiation is not merely discussing “my
plan with you and if you like the plan you
can participate init". This has certainly been
the government's approach to negotiation
until now, Nor is it merely a readiness to
consult and to describe this as genuine
negotiation. Obviously co-option can never
be a pretext for negotiation,

COSTLY

It is our view that negotiation politics is a
weighty matter and, for it 1o be taken
seriously, has to be formalised: it must follow
clearly defined rules and procedures which
must have the assent of all participants. The
closest example near at hand of course is
what takes place in industrial relations. [t
follows therefore that negotiation polities
cannot be seen as a cheap option. Itis always
costly and is risky for all concerned because
no one person or group can control the
Process.

When entering into real negotiation, one
can never be certain of the exact outcome,
Apart from the inevitable give and take,
there is alsa what might be termed a chemical
reaction which invariably 1akes place and
the end result may be very different from
what was initially envisaged.

Lasting results of negotiation and the imple-
mentation of negotiation will depend not
only on the adherence to procedures and

genuine negotiations

rules by all concerned, but in particular by
the legitimacy of the negotiation process
which is born out of realistic representivity.

In other words, the agenda whilstimportant
is probably not the most important issue at
stake. Who is at the table is a critical
guestion. In our own situation, it would be
absurd to imagine genuine negotiations
taking place in the absence of representatives
of the South African government. It is our
view that it would be equally absurd to
exclude any major actor — any organisation
which has demonstrated that it has a consider-
able constiluency.

It is our belief, based on our own ex-
perience but more especially on historical
reality and objective surveys, that the African
Mational Congress is at the very least one of
these major actors whose absence from the
negotiation table would guarantee the failure
of those negaotiations.

BARGAINING

If the government has to take seriously this
kind of negotiation, then it is equally true
that those who are in opposition to the
government should understand that to 1alk
about negotiation politics as if it were simply
a "handing over of power” is not to under-
stand the realities of South Africa and in
particular of the power relations which exist,
but it is also to misunderstand the nature of
negotiation politics itself. To revert back to
the illustration of industrial relations, it would
be absurd for management to believe that it
could simply appoimt a trade union of its
choice; it would be equally absurd for the
trade union to imagine that management
would not have its own demands and both
sides will be committed to a process of
bargaining.

IDASA remains convinced that genuine and
open negotiation is a preferred method of
resolving conflict in South Africa. Nelson
Mandela could be pivotal in these nego-
tiations but negotiation from prison is
impossible, Furthermore, negotiation with
one’s hands tied behind one's back is a
contradiction, If Mr Mandela were 10 be
released and if he was seen as critical to the
negotiation process, then obviously he could
not merely speak for himself; he has o have
the opportunity 1o consult so that he and his
colleagues can come 1o the negotiating

Keep up thegood work, IDASA! | LETTERS

| would like to congratulate, thank and
encourage Democracy in Action in its efforts.
The same naturally goes for IDASA which is
the farce behind much of the action,
Democracy in Action (March) is very read-
able, informative and is very encouraging in
that it reports positive action being under-
taken to salve the problems of our country.
The editorial is sobering and informative,

serving as a necessary balance to the state
propaganda. Many of the articles will un-
doubtedly serve Lo allay white paranoia and
fears being fuelled by the "1otal onslaught”’
strategy.

The Mamibian interview shared deep in-
sights and informed opinion with the readers,
“Blatante skending van menseregte’” sum-
marised succinctly, yet unemaotianally, the

iniquities of the system of detention without
trial and the government's misuse of it
powers. The foreign funding article was very
useful to me,

Be encouraged. Keep it up.

Ross A. Haynes
KwaNgwanase




The “total revolutionary onslaught”, inspired by Russia, has been replaced by an
intellectual onslaught inspired by IDASA, according to some cabinet ministers.

tahle with the necessary mandate so that
whatever is decided at that table can be
implemented.

A critical question which requires consider-
able thought and discussion is how can the
government be persuaded that negotiation
can only work if it is open-ended and takes
place on the basis that apartheid cannot be
reformed but has to be 1otally abandoned
and that legitimate leaders have to be part of
that negotiation process. In other words,
what strategies should be adopted which
will compel the government to move away
from mere rhetoric 1o a commitment in
word and deed to genuine negotiation so
that a non-racial, democratic South Africa
can become a reality? This is the urgent
challenge facing all of us.

ALEX BORAINE
Executive Direclor

Forum, minister
‘no good news’

IT seemed quite clear that a number of
interesting things were going to happen in
the political arena during the course of this
year, the black newspaper, Sowetan, com-
mented in an editorial.

“A group of black leaders have been
brought together under the umbrella of the
National Forum, which is intended to be the
first step towards involvement in the national
decision-making process.

“Now there are speculations that in the
cabinet reshuffle likely to take place after
the September elections, a black minister
may be appointed for the education port-
folio.”

Sowetan continued: *“This, unfortunately,
is no good news at all. It is insulting enough
to us for less than 25% of the population to
go to the polls to elect a government to rule
all of us.

“If the government has had a change of
heart, it could demonstrate that by lifting
the ban on the ANC and PAC, releasing
palitical detainees and prisoners and allowing
the exiles to come home.

“Oince this happens and freedom of speech
is guaranteed, it will not only be the voices
of government puppets which will be heard.

“The right political atmosphere will then
prevail for all of us 10 plan the future of 2
new South Africa.”

New support
for business
facing change

THE first issue of Business Vison, a
newsletter dedicated to addressing the
role of business in a changing South
Africa, has appeared.

“This vision acknowledges the inevi-
tability of a non-racial, democratic South
Africa and the desirability of business
involvement in constructively driving
this process. This vision is committed to
a just and peaceful South Africa which
benefits from optimum generation and
just distribution of wealth,” said Mr lan
Bernhardt, a spokesman for the publica-
ton.

Members of IDASA, the Consultative
Business Movement and The Five Free-
doms business and economy forum
have combined energies to produce
this publication. It is the editarial board’s
belief that the production of current,
easily accessible information pertinent
to the process of change will be a
significant contribution in empowenng
business in change. It isin the network-
ing and cross fenilisation of success
models, experiences and information
about business in change, that this
newsletter will in itself be a 1ol for
change.

Increasingly sectors of the business
community are accepting that economic
stagnation will be endemic unless change
take place.

“Behind the fear, apprehension and
insecurity that accompanies the tele-
scoping of political-economic contlhct
in business, lies the hope and vision of a
prosperous and stable post-apartheid
South Africa, as the economic driving
force of the Southern African region,”
said Mr Bernhardt. The newsletter will
critically examine and develop on these
sCenarios.

The June pilot issue is available Ji RS fram
Busiisess Visdan, PO Box T04686, Jﬂhﬂﬂfllﬂburg
2000 Bulk ordevi lor esecutive sall and line
management can be supplied 2t R4 for 210 10

copies, RI150 for 17 1o 100 copees and &1 for 107
o 200 copes.
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Mr Jack

IDASA staffer
target of threats

Pro Jack. IDASAS regional co-ordinaior n
the Western Cape, has been the targer of
what appears 1o be an on-going campaign of
terTor

Over the pay three months, Mr Jacks
home n Nyanga has been shot at, his car was
vandalised on two occasions and he had a
narrow escape when the nuts on a wheel of
bus car were loosened

These incidents follow a series of ap-
proaches made to individuals in December
and January to assist with “trapping” Mr
lack, who says the people concerned were
offered "all sors ol glitering things'” by
those who apparently want to cause him
same physical harm, Threats were made on
the lives of his children and family as well,

During January, he was also chased on a
number of occasions by persons driving cars
without registration niurmbers,

Mr Jack held executive positions in or-
ganisations like the Western Cape Civic
Association and the Nyanga Youth League
before ining IDASA in July, 1987,

He says he has “no enemies in the town-
ships ™ and adds that the campagn which is
hrrlng waged agains khim will not deter him
| from working lor 4 new society in South
Africa.

Hamba kahle
David
Webster!

THE tragic killing of
Dr David Webster was
a cruel reminder ol
the climate of violence
which has all South
Africans in its grip, Dr
Alex Boraine, execulive
director of IDASA, has said.

In a stalemen| issued al the time of Dr
Webster's death, Dr Boraine said: “To take a
stand for a clear alternative 1o the apartheid
system is costly and David Webster has paid
the ultimate price.

“His selfless commitment to a just and
free South Africa will inspire many of us who
mourn his death.”

Dr Boraine said the staff of IDASA, who
has worked closely with Dr Webster, pay
tribute 1o him and express the hope that his
ruthless killers will be apprehended without
delay.

Dr Webster

Aanvaarding van geweld
as oplossing wek kommer

“South Africans must be prepared 1o
accept certain fevels of discomifort,
disruption and even violence in their
everyday ives. ™

Ceneraal Constand Viljoen, 1984
fvoormalige hoof van SA Weermag)

IN dié proses van “aanvaarding” van geweld
a 'n alledaagse venskymsel, sé& de sosoloog
Jacklyn Cock, mag sommige Suid-Afnkaners
hulle vivhewd, besittings en selfs hulle lewens
verloor — en almal van ons kan ons menslik-
heid en die vermoe om ~menshk ™ te reageer,
mboet

In ‘'n releraat oor politicke geweld in
Suid-Afrika wat sy in April by IDASA se
vroue-konferensie in Harare gelewer het,
goe Cock "'n skokkende voorbeeld van die
“werlies van menslikheid” of “verdierliking™
wat reeds in die gemeenskap plaasgevind
het. 'n Doggetuie van 'n grusame moord in
'n township vertel in die hof hoe hy die
oggend, nadat hy die uitgerekte lyding van
‘nslagoffer van die “comrades™ {wat stelsel-
matig met swaarde en messe doodgemaak is)
aanskou het, doodnormaal ontby! gaan eet
het,

“Maar daar bestaan nwerklike gevaar dat
ans almal oorweldig sal voel deur die ge-
weld in ons samelewing en dat ons ons sal
anttrek in “n soorn oorlewings-mentaliteit,”
sé Cock. "Dit behels 'n emosionele narkose,
'n losmaak van ander en ‘n terugtrekking
van sostale betrokkenheid na n private,
defensiewe sfeer,”

Sv voer aan dat Suid-Afrika beslis vas-
gevang is in ‘n spiraal van repressiewe en
rewolusionére geweld. In die spiraal proses
wurdgeﬂehjl danvaarbaar &5 ngeregy F"I'd!igdl?"
oplossing vir konflik,

“Die enigste oplossing vir die stygende
spiraal van geweld s om die moed bymekaar
te skraap om die oorsake daarvan aan te
spreek.

Die enigste hoop vir viede, s sy. 5 n
ingryping om die bose kningloop van struk-
turele, reaktiewe en represuswe geweld te
verbreek, As n beginpunt moet de materniele
“ongelykhewd” en onreg waarop ons same-
lewing gebou i, ungeskakel word

Selts regeringswoordvoerders, s& Cock,
gee toe dat daar ‘n verband bestaan tussen
geweld en ontbering (deprivation). Sy haal
die Adjunk-Minmder van Gesondheid, Dr
M.H. Veldman, aan (Augustus 1988):

I we are honest with ourselves we must
admit that saome of the violence which is
seen in South Africa s due 1o frustration
which a large majority ol the population
experiences because their expectations are
not satisfied.”

Cock ¢ onbering opsigsell s al ge-
konseptualiseer as ‘'n vorm van geweld, en
“strukturele’” geweld word gelykstel met
diskriminasie en onreg,

Cngeveer 3574 mense het sedert 1984 in
voorvalle van politieke geweld in die land
omgekom,

Sy verwys na die konflik in Suid-Afrika as
n “low-level civil war' of “low intensity
conflict” wat ook 'n teen-insurgensie sira-

tegie kan insluit. Laasgenoemde, sé sy, is 'n
militére strategie; "'n bloudruk om vryheids-
bewegings te verslaan sonder om in ‘n
volskaake konvensionele oorlog betrokke
te raak. Dit behels die mobilisering van
middele op politiese, ekonomiese en ideo-
logiese vlak — en die mobilsering het reeds
in Suid-Afrika plaasgevind.

Sy illustreer hoe die weermagiroepe
gedurende die 1984-86 periode in hulle
duisende — saam met die polisie, vigilantes
en kitskonstabels — as agenie van geweld in
de townships opgetree het. Cock sé dat daar
heelwat getuienis is dat die weermag in die
periode geweld teen die inwoners van die
townships oor die algemeen, en jong mense
in die besonder, grhl'uil het. Dit was die
arbitrére en willekeurige aard van die geweld,
veral, wat uiterste vrees gesaai het.

Sedert 1984 i die weermag toenemend
gebruik in interne repressie-aksies: troepe
is gebruik om agrerstallige huurders wit
hulle huise te sit ten einde die huur-boikot
te verbreek; hulle het skool klaskamers beset
om die skool-boikot 1e beéindig; hulle het
stemlokale bewaak en klinieke binnegedring
om gewondes te eien; verder is hulle ook
gebruik om strand-apartheid in stand te hou,
verskuiwings te ondersteun, demonstrasies te
monitor en verset in tuislande e onderdruk.

Die twee hoolagente van "versetsgeweld”
in Suid-Afrika is die 8- 10000 opgeleide vegters
van die ANC se Unkhonto we Sizwe en die
“romrades”, wat hoolsaaklik uit werklose
jeugdiges in die townships bestaan.

Die “comrades”, sé Cock, het probeer om
die beheer van die staat oor die townships te
verbreek en het hulle skuldig gemaak aan
verskeie politeke wreedhede in die naam
van die vryheidstryd. Vermeende polisie-
verklikkers en meewerkers 15 verbrand en
gestenig. Tussen 1984 en 1987 was daar byna
400 “halvnoer ™ moorde.

Onder dwe vorme van politicke geweld
watl in Susd-Alrika aangetrel word, noem
Cock doodsiral, "death squads™, sluip-
moorde en verdwynings, wettige polisie-
moorde, sanhouding sonder verhoor, mar-
teling, brandsthigting en gewapende aanvalle
en halknoer-moorde

Cock s« dwe kenmerkende verskil tussen
die sluipmoorde op aktiviste, binnelands en
buitelands, en woorngelyke aanvalle op polsie-
manne, 5 dat die skuldiges in die laas-
genoemde kategorie gewoonlik verhoor
wird

Seden Augustus 1984 is owat 57 000 mense
;l#l'l'ﬁf_'hhll. 70 persent van die 1o1aal sedert
15&0,

Cock s 'n patroon het ook ontwikkel
waarin burgerlikes, en nie veiligheidsmagte,
die teikens van bomaanvalle geward het,
Die Amerikaanse joernalis, Stephen Davis,
het opgemerk dat die ANC se besluit om die
verantwoordelikheid vir aksies na sy guerrillas
oor te plaas en die voordele van noukeurige
toesig op te sé, gelei het tot 'n groter moont-
likheid van "tuisgemaakie soldate wat aan-
valle doen in die naam van die ANC maar in
stryd met ANC riglyne™.




Delegates at the conference . . . Aneliese Burgess, Francois
Ferreira and John Solomon

OPTIONS CONFERENCE

.. Liesel Maude, Melody

Emmett (both from Johannesburg) and Cindy Deutschmann

(East London)

Hedled debate on economic system

From Page 1

Prof Devenish, “the way in which we arrive
al a new society will influence the nature of
such a society. A ruthless totalitarian regime
would be the outcome if South Africa is
engulfed by vioclence and bloodshed.™

Prof Devenish said, however, that the “con-
stitutionalism of the guidelines indicates
that the ANC foresees a peaceful resolution
of the internal conflict in South Africa.”

In his response to Prof Devenish and Dy
Boraine, Mr Mathole Motshekga of Unisa's
law department once again questioned the
willingness of the NP to relinquish power.
He rejected Prof Giliomee's view that the
ANC should compromise on certain key
issues to enticeé the government into negoti-
ations. He scoffed at the idea that the
present government had “changed its tune”
because of its “kindheartedness”', “"The apart-
heid state found itself in a crisis as a result of
the maobilisation of the oppressed by the
AMNC and other democratic organisations,”
he said.

“They challenged the legitimacy of the
state and forced the NP to retorm. The failure
of the government to handle this crisis
forced them to make negotiations a buzz-
word.”

Mr Motshekga also rejected the possibility
of a federal constitutional structure in a post-
apartheid South Africa which was mentioned
by both Dr Boraine and Prof Devenish as
one of the possible constitutional options
that needed to be looked at.

Delegates differed sharply over the desir-
ability of a federal system of governmeni.
Some felt that a federal system with its
decentralisation of power would help 1o
prevent the abuse of power by an all-
powerful government. Other delegates
argued that the ANC was formed in 1912
with the goal of forming one nation and said
that a federal system could create division
and retard the process of nation building.
Praf Devenish cautioned the delegates to
distinguish between a real federation not
based on race and “the corruption of federal-
ism in the form of bantustans™.

After an intense debate all the delegates
agreed that, during genuine negotiations,
the federal system of government would
also have to be put up for discussion,

The debate about a future economic system

far South Africa had the tempers of some
[!l:"ll:“g.;lh“‘:. ﬂqllil"IH. bdr Michael Coulson,
deputy editor of the Financial Mail, criticised
Prof Servaas van der Berg of Stellenbosch
who said in his speech that the ANCs eco-
nomic guidelines are disappointingly vague,
but 4 step in the right direction. Coulsan
said that any policy of a redistribution of

‘The answer lies in
upliftment through a
better growthrate that
would negate social
distribution.’

wealth as l:"l"l'-"l-:‘u!HE'['I irithe Freedom Chartes
and the new guidelines would be “"horribly
and totally unacceptable”. “This fallacy of
redistribution is a recipe for universal
poverty,” he said.

Mr Coulson also said that the elimination
of inequality would not necessarily lead to a
growing economy. “‘We need equality of
opportunity. We will not improve the lot of
the people of South Africa by destroying the
present economic system,”

“The answer lies in upliftment through a
better growth rate that would negate social
redistribution,” Coulson said.

One delegate responded by saying that
she didn't have an academic interest in the

situation like Coulson did. *|'ve been living
as a black person in this country for the last
three decades and | have experienced the
inequality and discrimination,”’ she said

Later Dr Alex Boraine intervened and
pleaded for a compassionate approach in
dealing with economic issues. "We must
deal sensibly, economically and compassion-
ately with this issue,”” he said.

After some discussion it became clear that
the disagreement between Mr Coulson and
some delegates was partially caused by the
emaotion attached to certain terms by dele-
gates. Dr Charles Simkins, consultant to the
Urban Foundation, pointed this out, “The
debate must begin on how economic growth
could be stimulated. Then everyone would be
able to look with more clarity at the situation
and would understand in detail what must be
done, We cannol do this however, if terms
like redistribution is linked with emotional
tags,” he said.

The whole conference was marked by
some detailed discussion on intricate con-
stitutional and economic matters,

Irn his [l!]fh'[l][’il"li.’l address Dr Slabbert,
“stating the obvious”, went much turther:
“Conditions for negotiations have to exist
before they can take place,” he said. " With
conferences like these we are helping to
build a climate in which negotiations can
take place.”

O PIERRE DE VOS5 is attached 1o IDASAs publications
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Van 2yl Slabbert and I'éric: Balayi




NATAL VIOLENCE

Peace at last for

strife-torn

By PAUL GRAHAM

There 5 now, after many previous
attempts, a concerted eftort oy
Cosatu, the UDF, Inkatha and the ANC
tocreate a joint peace processin the
Natal region

FRELD humped mto me recenty m a shack
village outside Durban, It almost happened
literally as he came flying over a blind rise on
his motorhike on the only tarred strip in the
area and my car crept out from behind a

hack on the footpdath pretending (o be a

fora=gef
Eds= fnendly young mdan ginc] Wit i
k | hat. Wi J o] amdd trath
o P N od ST Ody I e — D Erd 1
59 il i e w t Ing ol {reer
v % M gy’ e wath grandparent
] T | Tl e
Hi haid eave The shack village — one of
Thadl utch places in which soms 1.7 muillicn

peraple ive around Durban — because
howse was burm down, 1t was a close thing
hie tells me, as he and his brother were inside
thie house at the time, He escaped despite
STRTTY Jhol at |'|l,. i F s sEling fire to the
hiouse. His brother did noe

b ranil s e O rh: 'Crtunale oOnes 1n ||"|l'

hae klands surrounding Durban armad Pieter
irilFBurg. He has 4 plade 1o e and
brinie oicking un the pieces. Over
Y Fawes I LTS [k ] thie & EF g
sithoul showing £ i ahating
Iredene ariding s ar et b
Aifd Fuasd | the e v off MNatal wt g
ariducted 3 monmonng programme fron

il =T980T the trend 5 TOWargs e asing
numbers of deaths, In a survey conducted
by IDASA iself, over 70 per cemt of the
l-l'.;|||||||1'I:I'-. black and white, felt the
.,|:||4'.l|| (1] l.‘u||I|||'| | FNC Pk snt
".,;|.r.|;-_1|:,;ll||r---u.:|p-|._:|u1'r|||rr|'|r" numbesr ol
penple |-||n,|__||,|| ed by the violence., but these
s dlifficul 1o substantiate. W hatever the
TN t is clear that thousands have been
sffecied throughoul he Fielermant IDung
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itk areas in the world which receive mne
publicity such as Lebanon and Sri Lanka. In
fhe monitlaring '.1.|_:-1|- dlisnie |:I". AT AT hison

which focuses only on Metermaritzburg
and the Natal midlands — 1253 deaths have
heen recorded between Januwary 1987 and
BAarch 1989 (sec graph)
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Natal?

”'k‘.l!ri'l'i."|-|-'--! ustained the violeEnce, 4 Con-
ceried affort by Cosatu, the UDF, Inkatha

and the AN 1o créedle 3 PO L WAL

This has involved major T e s
y —_ gFanaliors arnd Rhasy redelined
the relatordhgn T ' -
ween [hen '.."'-_:.."-.'!'.‘.'_- i At

nikatha acoord i Peslermant FHurg in Augus
a5l vear

This accord made provision lor an adjud-
cation board fo hear gnevancoes Dy either
Cosatu or Inkatha, Mare significantly per-
haps, it made a declaration which established
a commaon fght 1o organise and associate in
the region

However, the board was unable 1o give
ieeth to the agreement and the violence

ontinued. Bul the scene was sef 1od winl K ImE

1 4 negolidied SreemeEnt A7 ] oy SEepdrane

ITLATIVE b atha amd e | ¥ and Losatu
CE s 1% i =30 Dr [

:._ v | TE Fii 4003 a1 i rik.atha by

A rChiDslog Demie Huorley i March ano
Hiurmy of sulbeguent EtTers and Cormimuneca-
tions, agreement has been reached for a hirst
meeling between Inkatha and a UDEF/ Cosatu
team. Whatever the outcome of tThis meeting
— which will be public by the time this article
dppears — f b process of negotlation 1o
reach the meeting will remain an important
one not only for the region but also tor the
COLminr

Parties 1o 3 conflict a conflsct in which

AT RO DOWeE T, DT SOind hurt, vendella and

P i Wil JpeE fAlsON Nave ¢ ] FhaEer ;Il:r‘
:",_l-r_-'.-.l sl TReEr Cal terend & daespEle
DFS L Ceegpn | k wath one anolhe
A g i Fya hatacles have been the

= & . .
rom frsd e B ol TR Naarasler of Folice

Mr Adriaan Viok, in parfiament. This speech

T



Two displaced children huddied in an

gvercrowded room their father and
brother have been killed and thewr mother
IS Missing

came precariously close 1o wrecking the
tentative rapprochement when Mr Viok
4|J[1+-.|r1=|| (] |r|11|||1 ate Chief Minister
Buthelezi in his interpretation of the
violence, In eirlier talks in the Pietermaritz-
hl.jrg FEgIOn anly ;luhhq pressure had en-
sured that UDF leadership was released
from detention to artend. Both sides have
arcused the police ol behaving in 3 partia
manner, although there s evidence to
sugpest that, i general, action has been
taken aEdinst | L t.r.'hq-r than |":L.E|‘-""-.':
loyalists

On the other hand, the role which the
Afnican Mational Congress have played mn
welcoming and encouraging the peace initi-
atives has asisted the process — from the
early letter of Nelvon Mandela to the Chief
dMinister through 1o their statement that
Inkatha, Cosatu, UDF athiliates, churches
and oither relipious INslitutions, women
vouth, professionali, business people and
others “share more common ground on this
guestion than what might divide them™

This sentiment coincides with that ex-
pressed by Cosatu on behalf of itself and the
affiliates of the UDF when it noted “wialst
jwe] largely share a commaon paolitical posi-
tion which differs from that of Inkatha, all
three organisations share an abhorrence of
apartheid and are committed 1o achieving
peace in Natal'

hMr Mandela's letter had earlier called on
all people to supporn efforts for peace. “The
maost challenging task facing the leadership
today is that of national unity. At no other
time in our history has it been so crucial for
our people to speak with one voice,” he said in
the letter quoted in lull in the Natal press.

Tough bargaining between Inkatha, Cosatu
and representatives of thie UDF affiliates
over the peace process is expected.

While a commaon call for the end of the
violence will make a major impact, the reality
it that the wolence s nol |'_'I-l|rl-'|'| dggrt—luiun
between “party  membeérs. 50 the parties, at
this |r1|'::,;|! meeting and amy rh.JI! r'I"uEhl: T |_'|E'.F,"
the ANC, will be trying to fashion a pro-
gramme which will involve all ssgrnificant
1.:’i'll.|p"- i Natal on educ ateon tﬂP-.i—"!l'-:.'ll'l'lF'n-'
qob creation and reconciliation. It s this
programme which readers ol Democracy m
A TeDT chould monmnor if 1|“.|é“,. wish 1o A5arsl
in L!t',a'hr-ﬂ n:rh t e ||.'1|h||'r'|"|
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Mamelodi
message moves
UPE students

ointly by IDASA
iEasterrn Caped andd the Unneersity of Post
Elizabeth SRC. Dr Nico Smith addressed
LIPE students on 17 Apnl. Dr Smith, who =

perhaps best known for the fact that he has

I a progect arrangead

taken up reudence n the black Prefona
toerahiD of AMamelodh wihere he s pastor
ol e Blac CoEregalen Of [T Dutoh
Reformed Church, spoke about ~ The Bole
of the Church in 3 Future South Afrca
Oree canne? ima@Eine that many in the
audience were ol Oeepdy mosed Dy wihat
hie had 1o say and the Comvaction with
whach he wgid 11, The unoerry o someone
who can give account of such first-hand
CAT NS CAnrol b doubied, He testibwed
to the spirit andd resolve of The Mameloo
residents whisch remains unaffected by the
State of r|1\f'r“1'lll v . viln Ih-...-c_:r: e ot
ward show of foroe by secunty Tornoes gmwves
the impression fhat all resistance has been
quelled
He drew a distinction between what he
called the “pre-1948" black person and the
"pos-1948"" black person, explaining the
difference in anitudes of people who have
had to grow up under the repressive apart -
heid policles of the Mationalist govern-
ment since 1948, and those who grew upin
r|'||51 r|1|.|r|l.'1-h-' less=racist pFﬂrIrlti f_w-r=-1'r'|rr=-1|"|.|1
On a lighter note, he related how a
black neighbour of his came back from a
viset 1o an affluent white Pretorna suburh
shaking his head dubiowsly about the
hopes of ever persusding whites who have
such & strong beliet on T one-man-one-
pood 1O ACCEPT  OE= Mg Ni-0niE-y ole’
IDASA wishes 1o offer their encourage-
ment and suppot (o the Linsersity of Poirt
Elizabeth SRC im thewr attempis 1o open up

a wider debate on theywr campas

-

KEITH WATTRLISS
C o-director, Eastern Cape

Dr Mico Smith, who addressed
UPE students on 17 April




The campaign to "open”
cities throughout the coun-
try is gaining momentum
with major events planned
inCape Town and Johannes-
burg to break down Group
Areas barriers in the com-
munity.

By ANDREW CLARKE

ALMOST every major city in South Africa is
hecoming an open city, and there is nothing
the government can doto stop it “Whatever
the Mationalists do or refuse to do,”" the Rev
Bevers Naudé said at a recent IDASA con-
ference, ' Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban,
Port Elizabeth and even Pretoria are on their
way toward becoming open cities,”

The question s not if, but only how and
when housing, education, medical care,
transport and recreation will be available to
all conzens in the cities

More importanily, though, the individual
residents who have voted with their feer
against the Group Areas Act are taking their
silent protest public in a campaign to rid
their communities of apartheid laws, Since
the conference held in Aprilin the Johannes-
burg City Hall in conjunction with the Action
Committee to Stop Evictions |Actstop), groups
such asthe Five Freedoms Forum, Jodac, the
Mational Medical and Dental Association,
and the Black Sash have come together 1o
arganise an “inner city encounter” (June
8-10} in which dozens of prominent Johannes-
burgers will be invited 1o spend 1wao nights
at the homes of so-called “illegal” inner city
residents,

Besides the intrinsic advantages of getting
different people to share experiences, the
exercise should focus public attention on
how the Group Areas Act affects the lives of
specitic individuals, Further action will in-
clude a peaceful protest against segregated
schools, hospitals, and 'separate amenities”’
which might include actions of civil dis-
obedience such as a “swim-in"" at a “whires-
onlv” pool

“The Free Settlement Areas, although far
short of a solution, have only come about
because the inner cities have already been
desegregated by the struggle of the people,
says Cas Coovadia of Actstop who made a
call for action at the April conference. Partly
in response to the planned campaign of
resistance, the National Party-controlled
Johannesburg City Council has voted to
open further public facilities, including
municipal buses, to persons of colour.

Cape Town is further along the road 1o a
non-racial sOCiely, ai least as far as recre-
ational and medical facilities are concerned
51ill, a coalition of organisations including
IDASA, MNusas, the Democratic Party, and
the Cape Town Chamber of Commerce is
faunching a similar campaign focusing an
education, housing, and political representa-
tion, Cape Town has the advantage of a city
council controlled by the Democratic Party
which recently passed a resolution demand-
ing that "Cape Town be restored as an open
city with a common voters' roll, where
people are free 1o live where they can
atford, vore for whom they want and seek

Cas Coovadia

election 1o a city council Tree from racial
discrimination .

The Cape Town council's decision is im-
portant because it highlights the role that
party politics can play alongside extra-
parliamentary organisations to 'open’ cities,
But equally significant is the fact that the
council decided that it would neither apply
tx become a Vfree settlement area’’ nor

‘Opening the hospitals
up would raise occu-
pancy and lower costs’

support any applications to the Free Settle-
ment Area Board by 3 suburh of the city
[such as Woodstock or Rondebosch East),
“The proposed Free Settlement Areas exist
because of the Group Areas Act, and | feel
strongly that it is an attempt by governmen!
1o contain and cope with the integration
that has taken place in spite of i, councillor

OPE
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call for action

Annamia van den Heever said, reiterating
the opposition of many councillors to stop-
gap measures which prolong the life of resi-
dential apartheid. Moreover, if only pockets
ol Cape Town were opened to all, there
would be unhealthy pressures on both
“ppen’’ and “closed’ areas: the non-racial
areas would have 1o cope with an influx of
people of colour seeking secure title 1o their
property, and the racially-zoned areas would
be subject 1o stricter enforcement of the
Group Areas Act, Instead of going the “free
settlement”™ route, the council decided 1o
make application to exempt Cape Town
from the Group Areas Act.

The movement to open Cape Town to all
echoes the first of several general themes
expressed at the Johannesburg conference,
ane of the first to bring academic experis on
“grey areas’ together with doctors, lawyers,
community activists and other hands-on
practitioners battling on the frontlines of
urban apartheid. Namely, while there was
aptimism about the success that “illegal”
tenants have had in breaking laws keeping

DIE Sondagkoerant Rapport se politieke
rubriekskrywer, Pollux, het onlangs in-
teressante opmerkings gemaak aangaande
twee voorvalle rakende afsonderlike
geriewe en die Groepsgebiedewet.

Hy skryi soos volg:

* Toe mog 'n swarl student nie in 'n
lesingsaal gaan sit wat "n buite-inslansie
by die Goudstadse Onderwyskollege ge-
huur het nie. En daaroor sé die rektor,
prof Piet van der Merwe, in 1989, elf jaar
voor die ecuwending: “Studente by GOK
is nie gewoond aan swarl studente op die
kampus nie.”

Rapport: raak gewoond aan swartmense!

— Dan sal hulle maar moet leer om
gewoond te raak. Indien nie op die
kampus nie, seer sekerlik van die kampus
af!

* Og, daar sé& adjunk-minister Roeli
Meyer dit toe weer: Die Groepsgebiede-
wel sal met deernis toegepas word. 'n
Yoorganger, mnr Marais Steyn, nou poli-
tiek ter siele, het lank, lank, lank gelede
dieselide woord in dieselide verband ge-
bruik . ..

— Laat my dink — as ek iemand onder
sy sitvlak skop, sal ek dit ook ewe deernis-
vol doen.

STEVE HILTOR-BARBER. Alrapis

Open cities cam
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daighn takes off

races apart (it was estimated that 165000 or
fully one quarter, of Johannesburg's popula-
tionis black), there was pessimism about the
government's various reactions to ‘‘grey
areas”, ranging from the “verligte” free
settlement areas to “verkrampte’ eviction
proceedings.

A second point emerging in the entire
“open city movement” is that townships
must be included alongside the towns, “The
future open city must be a Johannesburg
that includes Sowetao — or should | say a
soweto that includes Johannesburg?™ Naudé
asked at the conference. This may well be
the second major reason that city councils
should apply for exemption from the Group
Areas Act rather than recognition as a free
settlement area. Only white areas can become

'‘EXxuberance of commu-
nity life in open schools’

“free settlement areas”™, and a city council
such as Cape Town's doesn’t have the au-
thority to open Mitchell’s Plain or any of the
other areas under the contral of coloured or
Indian management committees, The same
problem exists for "autonomous” sister cities
like Soweto and |ohannesburg.

Finally, although there is need for action
inall the areas under discussion, resicdents of
the inner city have seen a degree of progress
in access 1o housing and education through
informally “mixed” buildings and "open
schools”. But because the government serves
as the gate-keeper to ht:up:il.!h., recreational
facilities, and state schools, it has been harder
1o penetrale these dFJ:I.rlhl"‘id harriers. For as
long as the government is either laggardly or
reactionary in its approach, it will be neces-
sary 1o primarily use volumary and non-state

institutions in the struggle for a non-racial
SOCIety.

The most :iihlurhinH exa I'I'IF.IJ{,"- given al the
conference of the effects of apartheid came
from the medical field. Dr Max Price of the
Centre for the Study of Health Policy Studies
and the Mational Medical and Dental Associa-
tion (NAMDA) related how two young boys
— awhite bov in Yeoville and a black bov in
Hillbrow — with nearly identical illnesses on
exactly the same day obtained dramatically
different treatment, The first received im-
mediate care from the barelv-used casualty
department at the Johannesburg Hospital.
“He was not disturbed by other children in
the ward as the eight-cot ward only had one
other child in it.” The second was turned
away from the Hillbrow Hospital and sent to
Hﬂrdgw.ﬂn.ﬂth thpir.-ﬂ inSoweto, Two hours
after his parents arrived, he was put in an
oxygen lent and given a drip. "His parents
were only grateful that they had not waited
any |nr1HE1r1:|f“fi.‘}rt" raking hirm to the h::upitd|
since he might not have survived much
longer,” Price said.

What makes the situation especially absurd
is that the segregated health service costs
maore than an integrated service would cost,
"Opening the hospitals up would raise
prcupancy and lower costs,” Price noted,

But the depressing facts of government
health and recreation policy may be matched
by the optimism Brother Neil McGurk, head-
master of Sacred Heart College in Observa-
tory, generated by pointing to the “exuber-
ance of community life’” present in the
schools that have opened their doors to all.

‘In all suburbs up to 10 kilometres from
the CBD, there is an immense educational
crisis of numbers, with schools operating a
less than 60 per cent capacity,” McGurk
said. Johanneshurg Girls School in Berea, in
the heart of "Hrl,-'}-" Hillbrow and Berea,
operates at around 30 per cent because it

STENVE I-llll_TC-H- BAREBER .’.I'r.:i;'n::

may not take in blacks, "Rather than opening
up these schoaols, though, the government
has been l'r.rmding them over to the prast
office and army for storage depots.”

“Asthese schools decline, they lose vitality.
White education is in internal malaise while
schools that have opened have become
thriving centres of community life.” When
the Catholic schools followed this route in
1976, Sacred Heart grew from 400 students
to 1 200 last year {currently 50 per cent black)
and, by McGurk's estimation, has never
seen a better day either academically or as a
centre of learning.

Whites can petition the Department of
Education {House of Assembly) to allow
blacks into government schools, McGurk
pointed out, provided that the numbers are
not 1oo large and that they do not “change
the character of the school™. He encouraged
communities to apply this pressure, but
obviously thinks that these restrictions will
not allow for an open school systemin its full
Sense.

Although the residential “greying of
Johannesburg™ took a back seat in the
presentation part of the conference, the
fundamental issue of black people living in
cities remained a constant backdrop and
source of frequent questioning. “'Several
times we have had to speak to landlords
regarding rents and conditions,” said Pressage
MNkosi of Actstop, “And by and large, they
have made it quite clear that they think
black people are supposed to pay exorbitant
rates because they are illegal tenants.”

But Lawrence Schlemmer of the Centre
for Policy Studies at the University of the
Witwatersrand adopted a more conciliatory
attitude: “Landlards are both friends and
enemies. Johannesburg has started to open
up because landlords were willing 1o 1ake
chances for profit and fill the oversupply of
units in white areas, The way to solve this
aversupply now is to open up additional
areas either through the creation of free
settlement areas or through scrapping the
Group Areas Act.”

O AMDREW CLARK reports on urban issues

foar the Weekly Maidl

STEVE HIL"":}I'-.'-E-"'.N.BEF Alrapis

Brother Neil McGurk . . . "closed™
schools are losing vitality




Do not forsake
black sisters,
Motlana

urges women

“THERE are clear signs within
the system that the separate
development policy of the
government has been derailed,”
Dr Van Zyl Slabbert said in his
address to 160 business and pro-
fessional women who attended
the launch of IDASA's women's
luncheon forum, Women Facing
The Future Together, in Johannes-
burg in April.

The challenge facing the
MNationalist government now and
inthe 1990s, he said, was how to
resolve the urgent problems
created by this policy. A central
issue in the debate will be how
to create one nation.

Dr Slabbert referred to the
Beeld editorial of that day in
which the editor discussed the
possibility of one South African
nation and the need to negotiate
with the ANC to achieve this.
One nation meant creating
symbols of unity and this would
mean reconsidering the flag and
the national anthem.

When the life-president of
the Black Housewives League,
Mrs Sally Motlana, took the
floar, she paid tribute to IDASA
for facilitating the historic con-
ference of South African women
in Harare in April. She brought
home to the audience the
genuine concern of mothers
with children in detention and

on hunger strike and appealed
to white women not “to forsake

REGIONAL FOCUS
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Mrs Sally Motlana, life president of Black Housewives League,
addresses the women. Dr Van Zyl Slabbert shared the platform
with her.

Charity Matshanene and Margaret Meyer also attended the
luncheon.

their sisters”,

She said there is a natural
bond between all South African
women through their children
and stressed the necessity for
one education system which
would ensure that all children
are equally qualified for the
workplace. With this as a reality,
she said, unemployment would
not be such a crucial problem
and it would no longer be
necessary to give jobs to skilled
people from other countries.

Lively debate followed the
two addresses and the chair-

person, author Frances Kendall,
had to call the meeting to a
close so that people could get
back to their places of work. As
they left, members of the audi-
ence gave the names of friends
and colleagues who they felt
should be invited to future meet-
ings and offered ideas for topics.

The next forum will be held
at the same venue, the Mariston
Hotel, on Friday June 23. The
meeting will be addressed by
two of the prominent South
African women who attended
the Harare conference.

Business and professional women who attended thelaunch of IDASA's women's luncheon
forum in Johannesburg.

For more information, contact
Melody Emmett or Lisa Seftel at
lohannesburg 403-3580/1/2/3.

Pretoria office
working in
‘belly of

the beast’

IDASA has opened an office,
with a small seminar room, in
Pretoria. The office is located in
Hatfield, near the University of
Pretoria, and we have already
received numerous visitors and
enquiries regarding our pro-
grammes. This is indicative of
the need and support for or-
ganisations working towards a
non-racial and democratic future
in Pretoria.

The office staff consists of
André Zaaiman, Lou-Marie
Kruger, ‘B]' Edwards {tempo-
rary secretary) and Elizabeth
Mahlangu. A permanent secre-
tary still has to be appointed.

Waorking within “the belly of
the beast” is an exciting and
stimulating challenge and we
have been encouraged by the
response so far. Our programmes
have been designed to stimulate
and enhance the debate around
anon-racial democratic alterna-
tive, and to attempt to move as
many people as possible away
from apartheid. Therefore, we
will host a monthly seminar
saries, Covering various current
affairs topics, starting off with a
focus on Namibia during May.

Avariety of visits to the Pretoria
townships and rural areas in the
Transvaal is in the pipeline.

Other major events planned
for this year, are excursions with
anenvironmental focus, showing
the damage of apartheid on our
ecology (eg. the homelands)
and the importance of political
factors in solving these issues.
The excursions will take the
form of weekend trips to the
northern and eastern Transvaal
and will be held in conjunction
with wildlife organisations.

A schools programme is also
getting off the ground, and for
later in the year, a big cultural
makietie is planned to draw
together Afrikaans-speakers who
have {and are in the process of)
rejecting apartheid.

The offices are located in 1077
Arcadia Street, 203 Hatfield
Forum, Hatfield, 0083. Tel: (012)
342-2335/6; Fax: (012) 342-1926.

ANDRE ZAAIMAN
Morthern Transvaal
Regional Director
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CONSTITUTIONAL DEBATE

Guidelines debate draws many in PE

OPINION formers from the Eastern Cape
were invited by the Eastern Cape regional
office of IDASA in April to attend a com-
mission which focused attention on the
recently published constitutional proposals
of the African National Congress, They were
asked to offer their thoughts on, and
reactions to, the proposals placed before
them.

While many of those invited appeared to
have rigidly pre-conceived ideas about the
ANC which precluded their attendance,
many others realised that this opportunity
should be grasped with both hands to begin
with a debate which will be the most crucial
one yet faced by South Africans.

The level of debate indicated a sincere
attempt on the part of those who attended
to face up to the problems of the future and
not to side step them, This approach seemed
to bear fruitin the degree of consensus often
reached in the workshops, even though it
was not the result that was as important 1o
IDASA as the process by which that result
was achieved.

Karthy Govender, of the University of
MNatal, was the guest-speaker whose task it
was to compare the ANC's guidelines to the
very recent report of the government-
appointed Law Commission. That there is
very little material difference between the
two, is of enormous impaortance to all South
Africans. Quite clearly it is no more than
basic human rights which both documents
call for and it now seems absolutely obvious
that those human rights will have to be
granted to all South Africans in the very near
future,

Dr lan Phillips, the other guest-speaker,
traced the background and history of the
AMNC's guidelines, relating the two-year
interactive process by which the proposals
came into being. In this process, the ANC's
constitutional committee analysed dozens
of contemporary constitutions, ran a series
of "in-house seminars” and conducted
countless discussions with membership and
others, before arriving at these proposals.

The workshops at the commission were
highly successful, with the following issues

Drla

Phillips ..
of long debate.

Fl

|

The debate gets under way in Port Elizabeth.

generating much debate: a unitary versus a
federal state; free enterprise versus a mixed
economy versus socialism; the redistribution
of wealth and land; group rights versus
individual rights; and a future education
sislem.

IDASA will be compiling a publication
based on this commission, and others that
have been held on a countrywide basis.

More clarity

ON 8 May some 50 East Londoners came
together to discuss the ANC's constitutional
guidelines. In his opening address, Prof
Peter Vale of Rhodes University emphasised
that these guidelines were not a hard and
fast set of rules for the future, They should
be viewed, rather, as a guide to the kind of
constitution in which civil liberties will enjoy
protection rather than violation, as was the
case at present.

Prof Vale went on to say that it was
necessary for South Africans to realise that
the ANC was not some mystical far-off
group of people: they live and work within
the country and need 1o be recognised as
having a substantial role 1o play in the future
of South Africa. He pointed out that the
AMNC had more embassies on foreign soil
than the South African government and that
this could be seen as an indication of the
international support enjoyed by the or-
ganisation.

A Grahamstown advocate, lzak Smuts,
drew comparisons between the guidelines
and the Law Commission’s recent report on
human rights. He said that there was very
little conflict between the two documents,
which both advocated universal franchise,
the entrenchment of fundamental human
rights and limits 1o administrative and
executive powers.

In the plenary session it became obvious
that there were a number of clauses which
needed further clarification,

An indication of the need for this kind of
debate can be gained from the comment
made h'!.-' ane of the participants who said:
“We need at least a week 1o discuss this, we
are only just beginning to trust each other

Apart from those who attended the com-
mission, many other people have submitted
written representations or have conducted
private interviews with our research staff,
and these contributions will also be included
in the planned publication,

KEITH WATTRLISS
Co-director, Eastern Cape

heeded

At the East London workshop . . .
Prof Peter Vale and Mr lzak Smuts
ponder a point.

Group discussion at the East
London workshop.

and lose inhibitions and we have to part.”’

The debate on both the Freedom Charter
and the guidelines will be taken further
soon in the Border region,

CINDY DEUTSCHMANN
Border Regional Co-ordinator
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Video series
sparks debate

THE Border region of IDASA
presented a series of lunch-
hour video shows in April. The
videos shown were Children of
Apartheid, Freedom Square and
indawa — A Place To Stay.

The best debate emanated
from Indawo, a short and emaot-
ive documentary of the housing
problems of the greater East
London area.

Discussion became heated
when one member of the audi-
ence said he felt the government
should not be supplying houses
but serviced land. Storms of
protest followed and eventually
it was decided that a workshop
on housing was needed to further
debate the issue,

Children of Apartheid, which
teatures Zinzi Mandela and
Rozanne Botha, had a profound
effect on the audience, especially
the Afrikaners. They felt that
the white South Africans had
been quite accurately portrayed
and that the film offers a view of
life in the townships not often
seen by white South Africans.

Freedom Square deals with
the removal of Sophiatown and
the subsequent erection of the
town of Triomf aon the same
site. A member of the audience
commented that it was the
epitome of callousness to destroy
the very fabric of a community
and then to build upon its ashes
and name your creation Triomf
(Triumph),

CINDY DEUTSCHMANN
Border Regional Co-ordinator

Natal students
tour Umlazi

ON April 22 the Natal office of
IDASA took a group of students
from the MNatal Technikon and
two Canadian visitors on a bus
tour to townships south of Dur-
ban. We had intended (o take
them to the northern areas —
Inanda, KwaMashu and Phoenix
— but had to change these
plans. Buses were being stoned
by students who were angered
by the killing of Chris Ntuli, a
detainee who had just been
released and was on his way
home from the police station
where he had to report when
he was killed.

We began the trip by driving
around the inner city of Durban.
Paul Graham of IDASA was the
tour guide and expertly made
the participants aware of the

REGIONAL FOCUS

Above: Students listen to one
of the community members
telling about KwaMgaga's
history,

Right: KwaMgaga, the 40-year-
old squatter area outside
Umlazi.

Croup Areas Act's divide, Black
business, mostly Indian, is sepa-
rated from the white business
areas by the use of streets: for
example, Grey Street runs from
the Indian business section and
when it enters the white area it
becomes Broad Street.

Shakes Mbaona, of the Univer-
sity of Natal's Centre for Social
Development Studies, gave a
comprehensive history of the
Umkhumbane section of Cator
Manor and pointed out to us
that the Indian people who lived
there were moved to Chats-
worth, while the blacks were
moved 1o KwaMashu, The road
through Sydenham was used as
a border: on the left hand side
was a white area and on the
right hand side an Indian area.

When we reached Marianhill
mission, we heard a history of
the mission, the maonastery and
its linkages with the larger pop-
ulations especially 5t. Wendolins
and other areas around the mis-
sion which are under threat of
removal. The mission is actively
involved in the battle against
these removals and in securing
the community's human rights.

In Umlazi we alighted at Kwa-
Mgaga, a 40-year-old squatter
area. The participants walked
around the area and talked 1o
some of the residents whao in-
vited them into their homes.
Some were surprised by the
warm welcome they received
from the people in the area.

The participants promised 1o
give report backs 1o their con-
stituencies.

FANA ZUNGU
Matal Regional Co-ordinator

Pupils share
'SA realities’

A commaon problem with work-
ing in the white schools is that it
is difficult 1o keep an initiative
going. Participants in any on-
going programme often drop
out when it loses momentum.
For thisreason, IDASA's Western
Cape region has started a pro-
gramme to help train pupils to
run their own projects in the
schools.

In mid-April, 50 pupils spent
the weekend at the Rotary camp
in Glencairn to share and learn
skills in working for change.

Pupils came from all over
Cape Town and brought many
different views and versions of
the South African reality with
them, In particular there were
black pupils with a long history
of involvement in social actions
in their schools and there were
white pupils who came from
schools where such action is
frowned upon.

Democracy in Action asked
pupils who went on the week-
end to comment about it for
themselves;

“It is great to see people
meeting and making new friends
and learning new skills. We all
came from such different back-
grounds, but we found out that
we were just the same . . . that
we wanted the same things."” a
16-year-old girl from Constantia
said.

A 16-year-old boy from Langa
remarked: I enjoyed doing a
play for the ather pupils. We
were able to show them the
conditions in our schools, Hope-
fully we can all make a new
South Africa now.,"”

“This was the most education-
ally constructive weekend |
experiencedin avery long time,”
said a 15-year-old girl from
Observatory. “We learned how
to live and talk to each other at
the same time as learning how
to bring about a society where
it is natural 1o do that.”

A 16-year-old girl who lives
in Parow said she felt a bitshy at
first. “Later on | settled down
and found out that everybody
felt the same. | made some new
friends and learned about work-
ing for a new South Africa.”

A boy from Southfield said
the weekend presented a rare
opportunity to speak to students
who attend white schools. “It
was very informative to learn
that their own education is re-
pressive in as far as it has a
narrow outlook,” he said. “I
hope that the white students
can join the struggle for a free,
non-racial and demaocratic South
Africa.”

Another student from Wyn-
bergvalued the practical experi-
ence he got in “running an
education focus week inschool
or preparing educational posters
and pamphlets for the other
pupils”, He added: "I don't
know if we will get permission
from the school to do this but
we're going to try.”

NIC BORAIN
Western Cape
Regional Director

Participants share and learn skills: Star Mafongozi (left), Graham
Meintjies and Shaft Bushula.
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BOOK REVIEW

Bargaining, negotiation
deserves more attention

STATE RESISTANCE AND CHANGE IN
SOUTH AFRICA,

Edited by Philip Frankel, Noam Pines
and Mark Swilling (Southern Book
Publishers, Pretoria, 7988).

This recent edition on South African politics
covers areas such as the current political
stalemate, business and “reform”, local
government (in crisis), the role of Inkatha,
township mobilisation, the role of the ANC,
the Freedom Charter and strategies for
change. Contributors are Cobbett, Evans,
Frankel, Glaser, Grest, Hindson, Hudson,
Lodge, McCaul, Mann, Philips, Seekings,
Swilling and Webster.

Most of the contributions deal with con-
temporary politics and reflect a well planned
inter-disciplinary approach. For readers who
are interested in any of the above-mentioned
topics, this book will be an excellent starting
point. Both articles as well as the bibliography
on South Airica by Noam Pines can be put to
good use in the academic field and in the
working place. Even dealing with fairly “con-
servalive” books, topics are listed in the
bibliography — such as Arend Lijphart’s
Power Sharing in South Africa. The biblio-

Monde: why
we went on
hunger strike

Monde Mtanga, IDASA's regional
co-ordinator in the Eastern Cape,
went on hunger strike with detain-
ees around the country and was
released in April after spending
497 days in detention.

I was detained near my home in New
Brighton on the morning of December 10,
1987, Two black policemen took me ta Louis
le Grange Square where | was questioned
betare being transferred 1o St Albans Medium
Prison in the afternoon.

It was my first experience of detention
and of being “inside" for a long time, but at
St Albans | mel many comrades who had
been in detention since June, 1986,

That was why the hunger strike took
place. Many people had been kept in prison
under the emergency regulations since 1986
and there was no indication that we were
going to be released or be charged.

We contacted our lawyers to tell them
that they must do something about us — but
we were told that the State of Emergency
could not be challenged, and that there was
very little chance, from a legal point of view,
of securing our release. Sowe contacted the
Black Sash, the MNational Association of
Democratic Lawyers, the National Medical

graphy also includes books which give an
excellent historic background to (black)
politics in South Africa. For example, André
Odendaal’s Vukani Bantu! (1984), Paul
Maylam’'s A History of the African People of
South Africa fraom the early Iron Age to the
19705 (1986) and Lodge’s Black Politics in
South Africa (1983).

The increasingly important role of the
military in upholding minority rule is dealt
with by Michael Evans and Mark Phillips.
Eddie Webster deals with the trends in the
trade union movement and Tom Lodge's
contribution on the ANC is of much value.
The chapters are fairly representative of
current issues in South African politics and
the book succeeds as a good descriptive and
fairly successiul analysis of current South
African politics.

However, one feels that it erred on the
side of too much description and too little
analysis (not that there is no analysis — but it
could be even better). The chapter on local
government could have made much more
use of the interactive influence between the
new parallel structures and the possible
development of “strategic gaps” in the system
{an approach which receives some attention

in the work of Doreen Atkinson (Stellen-
bosch) and Chris Heymans (Rhodes).

Perhaps more attention could also be given
to the issue of negotiation and bargaining. It
is dealt with in some detail, but one feels that
more could have been said on this important
topic. Lastly, the role of South Aifrica in
Southern Africa perhaps deserves some more
attention.

To conclude: This book is indeed an im-
portant contribution to the South African
debate and dialogue. It can be seen, despite
some minor points of critique against it, as a
very necessary acquisiion for the serious
student, observer, and participant in South
African politics.

{AM LIFBENBERC
Research Consultant, IDASA

Monde Mtanga flanked by IDASA colleagues Dr Alex Boraine and Keith
Wattruss on his release from prison in Port Elizabeth.

and Dental Association and the South African
Council of Churches, preparing the ground
for any future action that we might take.
After this, we all agreed that we should
embark on a hunger strike, starting on
6 February. There were 105 detainees at 5t
Albans at the time and we set up committees
to co-ordinate the action we were planning
to take. We drafted a memorandum, with
copies to the prisons authority, the security
police and Law and Order Minister Adriaan
Viok. We also sent copies to the Black Sash,
MNadl, Namda and the Human Rights Trust to
see what role they could play in assisting us.
Our demand was simple: we must be
released immediately. We were on fast for
11 days and during our strike a team of
lawyers went to see Mr Viok about our
plight. He promised 1o release us, but not

while we were on hunger strike. He would
also review our cases on an individual basis,
and asked not to be pressured on this.

We decided to continue with the hunger
strike until we got positive results. The
lawyers met with Mr Vlok for a second time,
pointing out the seriousness of our case. The
minister responded with the names of the
people who would be released immediately,
and we suspended the hunger sirike shortly
afterwards.

My tamily was very surprised and jubilant
at my release and | received a warm welcome-
home from family members, friends and
neighbours, | want to thank my lawyer and
IDASA, and all the people who gave me
moral support during my detention, includ-
ing the Black Sash and other progressive
arganisations,
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How do the Russians seeSA?

In spite of long-standing ties, the people of South
Africa and the Soviet Union still scarcely know
each other,says Soviet academic Dr Irina Filatova.

FOR centuries Russian perceplions of South
Africa have been influenced by the nature
of our sources of information about this
region so remole from us, by the specific
features of our country’s history and political
culture and by the changing political situ-
ation in the world.

Today's images and concepts have been
moulded and influenced by those previous
periods. There is of course a great difference
between the legacy and
that of the Soviet period. However, the
different periods were themselves far from
being For example, in pre-
revolutionary Russia the common people
and the educated classes held different
views on South Africa. In the same way,
nowadays, the public perception of South
Ajfirica is nol quite identical with scholars
views.

Information about South Airica got through
to a relatively narrow segment of the educat-
ed public, and only a small iraction of that
was interested. Al grassrools level, among
the broad mass of the Russian people, there
was no image of South Africa up 1o the very
end of the 19%th century.

Such animage emerged during the Anglo
Boer War when the words “South Africa”
were associated with the struggle of Afri-
kaners against the British. Black Airicans
were still scarcely considered. Even trav-
ellers wrole next to nothing aboul the
struggle ol the blacks, focusing on the
description of thewr customs that seemed so
exotic to a Euro-centric observer. As for the
Anglo Boer War, it was an evenl that was
believed to be ol vast importance to the
whole world.

The Russian public sided wholeheartedly
with the Afrikaners. They were perceived as
being somewhal like Russian peasants, and
the Russian intelligentsia of the period took
a great interest in the peasantry and largely
idealised them. It was lashionable to change
to simpler ways, to live among “the common
people” and 1o search lor genuine national
values in the peasantry.

This sympathy was (uelled by anti-British
sentiments. At this time the British Empire
covered '/, of the world. Anti-British senti-
ments were running high throughout the
world. In Russia, however, they were fuelled
by the increasing rivalry of the two nations
in the East throughout the Latter hali of the
19%th century.

On the other hand, it was during those
years of the Anglo Boer War that Russian
literature on South Africa, primarily through
the noles, diaries and memoirs of eye-
witnesses 1o the events, first developed
another theme: dismay at the brutal mistreat-
ment of the blacks, both free men and slaves.
These works did not show blacks as partici-
pants in history, but as victims, The Russian
volunteers who had seen Afrikaners in real
life did not always describe them in admiring
tones. Their disillusionment was mostly pro-
voked by Airikaners’ cruelty to the blacks.

Such was the arsenal of its perceptions of
South Africa Russia carried to the threshold
of the October Revolution.
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DrFilatova... SA's experience of race and
ethnic relations important to the world

The Oclober Revolution in 1917 put on
the agenda the task oi the investigation of
the revolutionary potential of all countries
and nations. It was believed at that time that
a world revolution on the Russian model
would take place in the immediate future,

The Union of South Africa had the largest
proletariat and the most developed workers’
movement in Alrica. That is why it attracted
much more attention than any other of the
African countries.

Up to the mid-1920s the typical Sopth
African proletarian was seen as a white
worker.

‘Russian volunteers’ dis-

illusionment was mostly

provoked by Afrikaners’
crueity to the blacks’

However, the Comintern leadership soon
realised that South Alrica’s workers were
mainly black and that it was black Africans
who iormed the majority of the exploitled in
South Alrica. In 1927 the ANC's general presi-
dent Josiah Gumede visited Moscow. Soon
after him came James la Guma, one of the
leaders of the Coloureds” movement and of
the Industrial and Commercial Workers'
Union; in the early 1930s there were A, Nzula,
M. Kotane and ). Marks. Ten or iwelve other
South Africans came to study.

Many books and pamphlets about the
African labour situation began lo come oul,
and the 1930s saw the beginning ol studies
on South Africa’s African languages.

The new range of subjects and the change
in the perceplion ol the South African
situation in our country certainly excited a
new interest in southern Alrica. Bul our
counlry was living in difficull times. The

news that their lellow workers were living
and fighting on the other side of the world
was received with enthusiasm, but did not
become a major ssue in the eyes of the
Soviet people.

During World War Il the Soviet Union and
the Union of South Alrica were allies. How-
ever, il was the ﬁ!"ﬂ lllhﬂ MNazism that
sharpened Soviet rejection of racism in

general and the system of racial segregation
in S-n-uth Africa in particular, Right after the
establishment of the United Nations, at the
very first session ol this organisation, the
Soviet Union vehemently denounced racism
and racial discrimination.

On 1 February 1956, the acling consul-
general of the Soviet Union in Pretoria, LV.
Ivanov, received a nole from the South
African Government ordering the closure of
the consulate within a month. The note said
that the reasons lor its establishment had
ceased to exist after the war. The consulate-
general was charged with cultivating and
maintaining contacts with “subversive ele-
ments in South Alrica, particularly among
the Bantu and Indian population™ and with
using this channel for the “diffusion of Com-
munistic propaganda directed particularly
at the Bantu population™.

For our country this total break of ties was
an expression ol political protest against
racial discrimination. But when speaking
about Soviet perceptions of South Alrica,
we have to take into account the fact that
the breaking olf of diplomatic relations had
a serious effect on our understanding of
developments in South Africa. Virtually
nothing that was writien about South Airica
in our country henceforth was writien on
the basis of personal impressions.

During the last 30 years the iormation of
Saviet perceptions of South Africa has also
been influenced by the viclorious anbi-

colonial movements in other African coun-
tries. On the other, South Alfrica was to some
extent relegated to the background as the
bulk of Soviet attenlion was given lo the
continent’s young independent states. It s
only recently that academic interest in South
Africa has started 1o grow again.

The 19%0s and 1970k saw the establishment
of a Soviel “Alrican Studies™ structure and
the development oi its chief trends and
schools of thought. Airican departments
were established at Moscow and Leningrad
universities.

Moscow University pioneered the teach-
ing of South African languages, history and
culture. South Alrica was also studied at the
Institute of World History and at other
research institutes under the USSR Academy
of Sciences.

Over the last 30 years popular Soviet pub-
lications about South Africa have assumed a
truly mass character. Each new upsurge of
the struggle against the South African regime
has caused a new growth of interest in it. The
violent clashes and related events of the mid-
1970s and mid-1980s hit the front pages.
Official documents are published, particu-
larly those of the UN and other international



organisations. Political pamphlets and books
are numerous and widely disseminated.,
Lectures on the subject of South Africa’s
political situation are delivered to different

Radio broadcasts and television programmes
are regularly produced. In other words, the
Soviet are receiving far more informa-
tion about South Africa now than they used
to.

Part of this information is to some extent
painted in black-and-
white. Some reporters and authors of popular
pamphlets describe the events in South
Alrica in such a way that the readers may
believe that all the blacks fight the ruling

poets, both those in exile and those still
living inside the country, both those who
write in English and those who write in
Alfrikaans,

One could hardly give a clear-cut answer
to the question of how the Soviet people
perceive South Africa and its people, and of
how they see its problems now. These per-
ceplions are diverse: not only do the various
social strata and individuaks hold different
views of South Africa’s realities but the views
of scholars themselves are sometimes contra-

dictory.

‘They have never har-
boured hostility towards
the white minority as
such; they denounce the
regime, but not the

people’

—_— —
But one can claim with assurance that, all
these contradictions there

is a common element in Soviet perceplions
of South Africa: Soviet people reject race
discrimination and sympathise with the
struggle the majority wage against the apart-
heid regime. They have never harboured
hostility towards the white minority as such;
they denounce the regime, but not the

people.

to grow. lts experience of race and ethnic
relations is gaining an ever-greater import-
ance in today's world, pervaded with racial
and national clashes. And last but not least
we need this k for our commaon
democratic and non-racial future.

O Dr lilstova is a histonan at the Moscow Stale
Universty This is an edited version of 3 paper
vhe delivered at the Leverkusen meeting in
Weu Germany Lt year. It may be ordered
tromm |DAASA

NEWS
NP its own worst enemy?

By JOHN VILJOEN

THE National Party had become the victim
of its own corrupt and racist system of
government, Professor Sampie Terreblanche,
economic adviser to the Democratic Party,
said at an IDASA lecture series in Cape
Town.

All governments were bad, some worse
than others. The NP was a “very bad govern-
ment” which had done “100 much harm 1o
oo many people for too long . The political
system, whach it had constructed and main-
tained over the last 40 years, was Corrupt
This had resulted in the breakdown of public
morality

The South African government was almaosi
devoid of the ethical qualities of order, free-
dom, equity, justice, maintenance of human
rights and truthfulness. South Africa was
one of a handful of countries that had not
signed the 1948 Declaration of Human
Rights.

Order was maintained, but a1 the loss of
freedoms of choice, entry and partic ipation.

South Africa’s distribution of income was
the most unequal in all the world, It was a
welfare state for whites, where for e ery one
rand spent on welfare services for blacks. six
rands were spent on whites

By going overboard with reform rhetoric,
the government was guilty of “word corrup-
tion . The NP had misused public funds 1o
benefit a very small section of the popula-
tion. By passing legislation, the government
had increased the per capita earnings of
Afrikaans-speakers from 50 per cent of that
of English-speakers in 1964 1o 75 per cent in
1989,

Afrikaners had become spoiled and cor-
rupted members of the nouveau-riche,
greedily accumulating status-symbols. They
had a perjorative attitude towards coloureds
and blacks, an indication of a sick and corrupl
SOCHeTy

The NP persisted in Using eConomic
tavouritism to gain electoral support, while
not concerming itself with black impoverish-
ment. Corrupt attempts to make money
were evidence of the “get-rich-quick cult”

arising from a siege-economy mentality.
This had necessitated the financial rand
syslem.

Prot Terreblanche said he would like 10
know how many cents out of each rand
meant tor the poor escaped bureaucratic
wasle and corruption.

The "Pretotia-johannesburg alliance” had
seen large sections of the English business
fraternity exchanging hostility toward the
Afrikaans bureaucracy for the benefits of
close co-operation with Pretoria Growing
isolation would lead 1o more businesses
seeking protection and favours in a " vicious
circle” of corruption.

The South African political system was
deliberately designed to make it impaossible
to determine the common good for all 37
million people. Fifty-two per cent of the
white electorate had voted in the last election,
meaning that about eight per cent of the
population decided on the common good

A polhicy based on statutorily defined race
groups meant there were no common values

Liesel Naudé

New IDASA team
leader in Tvl

M5 Liesel Naudé has been appointed as the
regional director of the Transvaal region of
IDASA_

She will succeed the Rev Steve Fourie
who has decded to return 1o work in the
Methodst Church of Southern Africa

Ms Naudeé was educated at Helpmek aar
Memeshoerskool in Johannesburg, and
at the Universities of Stellenbosch and
Cape Town. She holds a masters degree
in town planning. She also studied social
science in the Hague, Most of her working
life has been spent as a professional town
planner, but she has also worked in
business.

Commenting on the appointment, the
executive director of IDASA, Dr Ales
Boraine, said that an IDASA search and
dppoiniments commiliee — Conssling
ol trustees and stafi members — had
been unanimous in reaching theis
decision.

“"We believe that she has all the pro-
tessional skills, maturity and leadership
to help fulfil IDASA's brief of CONVINCINE
South Africans that there is an alternative
to apartheid. We recognise that the Trans-
vaal, which is the hub of the country’s
economic activity, is a crucial area of our
work.”

IDASA’s Transvaal office, which is situ-
ated in Braamfontein, employs three
regional co-ordinators. A separate office
has been opened in Pretoria for the
MNorthern Transvaal

IDASA s direcior of policy and planming,
Dr Van ZylSlabben, is also located in the
Transvaal

1
S

or causes, only conflicting group interests.
This destabilised the good order and under-
mined public morality

The only way 1o rid the country of this
structural corruption would be 1o get rid of
the corrupt system. This was impossible for
the NP 1o do because they depended on it
tor their very existence, said Prof Terre-
blanche

HFOHN VILIOEN swdees pournalnm a1 the
Univeruty of Sstelbenbumsh
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'n Vrou praat oor die ANC

Een van die top Afrikaanse professionele vroue wat in April deel was van 'n
groep Suid-Afrikaanse vroue wat in Harare met ANC-vroue gesprek gevoer

het, het met haar

terugkoms in Suid-Afrika haar ervaringe met haar vriende

gedeel in 'n lang brief. Hier volg 'n verkorte weergawe van die brief:

Ek was eers baie huiwerig (om te gaan), veral
oor die klompe publisiteil wat vorige groepe
“ANC-praters”™ gekry het, en die feit dat 'n
mens miskien lyk of iy hulle dade goedkeur.
Maar op die ou end het ek tog besluit om te
gaan.

Ek weet lankal hoe lieg die pers — kyk
maar net hoe smeer hulle ons land swart —
€N wou graig 'n eie opinie oor die ANC
vorm. Verder glo ek ook daar moet met
enigiemand gepraat word, sonder voor-
waardes. Praat is nie vriendskap nie.

Nou vir my indrukke. Onthou tog, dis net
my indrukke. Dit mag verkeerd wees, ek
mag nalel wees, dom, liggelowig, ensovoorts.

My eerste en ocorweldigende indruk was
die kwaliteit van die ANC vroue. Hulle is
ontwikkelde, indrukwekkende diplomate.
Selis die heel jongetjies kan hul saak met
oortuiging en logika stel. Die ANC het 'n
departement vir vrouesake, en daar was 'n
hele klompie vroue wat in die departement
werk. Dan was daar "n paar wat in die regs-
afdeling, onderwys-aideling of gesondheids-
afdeling werk, of gesante in verskillende
lande is. Daar was seker so vyf blankes, 'n
indi€r of twee, "n kleurling of twee, en verder
swartes. Maar almal neem ewe vrymoedig
deel aan die debat.

Tweedens moet ek praat oor die goeie
gesindheid wat hulle deurgaans getoon het.
Hulle was vriendelik en en ek het
nooit "n van haatdraendheid of
vyandigheid gevoel nie. Hulle het wit hulle
pad gegaan om ons le ontmoel waar ons
was; al was dit soms in filosofie baie ver van
hulle af.

Derdens het ek ‘n heel ander/ nuwe perspek-
tief op die ANC as

ander lande se verteenwoordigers daar ont-
moet. Oral tref mens 'n respek vir die ANC
aan, wal deur mense aan my beskryfisas “’n
krag vir demokrasie™, of “die mees redelike
groep wat julle kan hoop om mee te onder-
handel”. En hulle is onteenseglik 'n groep
met geweldige invioed. Hulle gaan nie ver-

‘Ek Is gedwing om te

besef dat ons nie so on-

skuldig is soos ons voor-
gee nie'

dwyn nie. Ons kan hulle nie wen deur meer
en meer mense uil die land te jaag nie: hulle
het oneindige finansiéle en ander hulp-
bronne wat hulle bloot gebruik om elkeen
van dié wat die land uit vlug, te ontwikkel in
'n efiektiewe wapen. Hulle mense is almal
besig om dwars oor die wéreld in elke
moontlike veld opleiding te kry. Hulle is 'n
groep wal deel sal moet wees van 'n politieke

oplossing in Suid-Afrika, of daar sal geen
vrede wees nie.

En ook 'n nuwe perspektief op ons land
Ja, ek weet ons is nie so sleg so0s hulle ons
maak nie (en tussen hakies, dit is nogal
snaaks hoe hulle weer "n boer met ‘n geweer
agter elke bos sien, waar die regering 'n
kommunis met 'n bom agter elke bos sien),
maar ek is gedwing om te besef dat ons ook
nie s0 onskuldig is soos ons nie. In
ons land hoor ons dikwels dat Suid-Afrika
uitgekryt word as "n destabiliseerder van sy
bure, veral Mosambiek en Angola. Maar ons
glo dit nie. Ons regering sé heeltyd hoe
goed dit vir ons sal wees as ons stabiele bure
het. Maar ek is bevrees ek moes begin glo
dat Renamo nie veel meer is as groepies
jong boewe wat sonder leierskap rondswerf
en dood en verwoesting saal met wapens
wal ons hulle gee nie.

Ons het 'n video oor die situasie gesien,
wal skokkend was, en toevallig was daar

‘Alis net 50 persent van

watdaargewysengesé

IS, waar, Is dit nog 'n

geweldige skandviek op
ons naam’

Woensdag-aand toe ons daar arriveer, 'n
program oor TV oor dieselide saak. Al is net
50 persent van wal daar gewys en gesé is,
waar, is dit nog 'n geweldige skandviek op
Ons naam.

Die ANC maak gren verskoning dat hulle
geweld gebruik nie. Hul argumente is as
volg:

Hulle het in 1912 1ot stand gekom, en het
van toe al heeltemal sonder geweld probeer
om gelyke regle te kry. Hulle was totaal on-
suksesvol. Soveel so dat hulle in 1960 verban
is VOORDAT HULLE ENIGE GEWELD GE-
BRUIK HET. Dit is eers nadat hulle verban is,
dat hulle besluit het om die “armed struggle”™,
soos hulle verkies om geweld te noem, as
een van hulle vier strategie€ te aanvaar. “It
was forced on us by a regime that will not
listen to reason.”

Hulle sien nie kans om geweld af te sweer
as 'n voorvereiste vir onderhandelinge nie.
Hulle argumenteer dat as die regering sé
ons moet wen in Angola sodat ons uit 'n
posisie van krag kan onderhandel, en as die
VSA sé hulle moet hul weermag opbou
sodat hulle uit 'n posisie van krag met die
Russe kan onderhandel, hoe kan ons dit nie
in die geval van die ANC verstaan nie,

Hulle sé dat, behalwe as jy "n totale pasifis
is, moel jy aanvaar dat daar situasies is wat
geweld regverdig. Hulle sé die posisie van
die anderskleuriges in Suid-Afrika is so 'n
situasie. Die anderkleurige het nie die
demokratiese reg (stemreg), wat hom in
staal sou stel om van die regering ontslae te
raak deur 'n verkiesing nie. Boonop maak
die regering sistematies van die polisie en

die weermag gebruik om 'n oorlog TEEN DIE
BEVOLKING te voer. Hulle geweld is dus in
essensie seltve of die i

van die volk teen 'n onderdrukkende

gebrek aan basiese respek vir die mens, is dit
geweldig moeilik om hulle in die o€ te kyk
en hulle geweld 1e veroordeel.

Hulle is baie seker dat die ANC as sulks nie
kommunisties b nie. Hulle wys vir jou uit
walter vroue wel kommuniste s — daar was
net een. Hulle sé dat die Suid-Afrikaanse
Kommunistiese Party ook veg vir die ont-
banning van alle politieke organisasies en 'n
regering wal die hele bevolking verteen-
woordig. En daarom werk hulle saam. Sodra
‘'n verkiesing in die “nuwe” Suid-Alrika
aigekondig word, sal die Kommunistiese
Party egter hul eie ding doen.

Oor sanksies het hulle ook 'n interessante
standpunt, wat ek nog nie van tevore gehoor
het nie. Volgens die VVO “charter” is
rassisme 'n internasionale oortreding en
Suid-Afrika is skuldig bevind aan hierdie
cortreding, omdat ons diskriminasie op
grond van ras in ons wetboek vervat het. Die
enigste stral wat die internasionale wéreld
kan gee vir so 'n oortreding, is sanksies.

Verder vra die ANC deurgaans vir on-
middellike, lotale sanksies, want dit sou die
SA-regering binne weke tol
dwing, en die minimum skade aan die
ekonomie aanrig. Maar hulle kry net ge-
deeltelike sanksies reg, sodat die ekonomie

Maar soos met geweld sien hulle dit as
een van die min “wapens” wat hulle het, en
wat hulle sal moet aanhou gebruik.

Die ANC werk vir 'n nie-rassige, veelparty
demokrasic in Suid-Afrika. Nie-rassisties:
hulle wil al die groepe in Suid- Afrika hier hé
en FHE& die witmense. Hulle kan
dus nie sien dat 'n toekomstige regering nie
ook blankes sal beval nie. Maar daar sal
geen verdeling op grond van ras wees nie,
en hulle sien beslis die land as een, en nie as
‘n klomp onafhanklike landjies nie.

Hulle wil hé die regering moet alle politieke
organisasies ontban en alle politiek e gevang-
enes wrylaal. Dan sal hulle na Suid-Afrika
terugkom en dan kan onderhandelinge be-
gin. Hierdie stap moet sonder voorwaardes
(soos die afsweer van geweld) gebeur.

Daarna voorsien hulle 'n groot onde:-
handeling om "n nuwe konstitusie op te stel.
Dit mag vooralgegaan word deur 'n verkies-
ing van die mense wat dit moet opstel.

Nou my konklusies, want die briei raak
onleesbaar lank. Ek dink ons blanke Suid-
Afrikaners moet so gou as moontlik aanvaar
dat ons beslis 'n swart meerderheidsregering
gaan kry. Ons enigste keuse is of ons dit voor
'n oorlog of na 'n oorlog sal kry.

Ek het probeer om my gedagtes so duidelik
as moontlik te deel. Ek sal baie graag van jou
wil hoor wat jy van die hele storie dink. Selfs
al ks jy so vies oor ek skielik begin politick
praat en dan nogal sulke kommunistiese
politiek, dat jy nooit weer met my wil praat
nie, laat weet my tog. Dis vir my baie belang-
rik om te weet hoe jy voel.



