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On South Africa's doorstep, war-torn Namibia 
is the scene of the most terrifying forms of 
violence, including deaths, detentions and 
torture. Such atrocities are by no means new 
in the region. Resistance against colonial 
domination, first German and from 1920 South 
African, has cost thousands upon thousands 
of Namibians their lives. Through a century 
of foreign rule, they have suffered intense 
repression, violence and exploitation. 

Despite United Nations rulings tha 
Africa occupies Namibia illegally, 
negotiations at international leve 
exerted by the churches and the ac 
both military and non-military, of 
South Africa has refused to relinq 
but nominal pol itical control of th 
It is only recently, with severe i 
crises - recession, natural disast 
rising popular resistance - that t 
African government has indicated i 
ness to negotiate Namibian indepen 
war has become too costly to conti 
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repeated 
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As part of South African control, some of the 
overt forms of repression include 

# a special counter-insurgency unit of 
the South African Police, called Koevoet, 
which operates inside Namibia and has 
featured recently in a number of torture 
murder trials 

# 4 0 Namibian political prisoners currently 
being held on Robben Island 

# an untold number of SWAPO members being 
held without prisoner of war status or 
observation of the principles of the 
Geneva Convention in the war zone 

• n u m e r o u s and often gruesome reports of 
SADF -intimidation of civilians in Ovambo 
to ex act information about SWAPO 
movem ts 

• short and long term detentions continuing 
on the basis of security legislation, 
which is by proclamation and even more 
repressive than the South African version 

toivo 
is 

free 
now 
free 

namibia! 
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In July 1 9 8 3 , P a r i s M a l a t s i w a s 
d e t a i n e d in S o w e t o . L e s s than 
48 h o u r s l a t e r , he w a s d e a d , A 
w h i t e s e c u r i t y p o l i c e m a n w a s 
s u s p e n d e d form duty and later 
b r o u g h t to c o u r t . He w a s 
c o n v i c t e d of c u l p a b l e h o m i c i d e 
after having been c h a r g e d w i t h 
Paris M a l a t s i ' s m u r d e r . T h e 
p r o s e c u t i o n has asked for the 
record to be r e f e r r e d and the 
a c c u s e d , Jan Harm van A s , i s 
appeali ng. 

This is only the sec o n d t i m e 
since the s e c u r i t y laws w e r e 
i m p l e m e n t e d in the e a r l y 1960s 
that a c r i m i n a l c h a r g e has been 
b r o u g h t a g a i n s t a m e m b e r of the 
s e c u r i t y p o l i c e , a r i s i n g out of 
a death in d e t e n t i o n . DOES T H I S 
MEAN T H A T THE S E C U R I T Y P O L I C E 
ARE B E I N G B R O U G H T U N D E R C O N T R O L ? 
The a n s w e r is simply n o . The 
veil of s e c r e c y a r o u n c T d e t e n t i o n s 
will a l m o s t i n e v i t a b l y lead to 
far too l i t t l e e v i d e n c e b e i n g 
g a t h e r e d to allow for a c o n v i c 
t i o n . The c i r c u m s t a n c e s of P a r i s 
M a l a t s i ' s k i l l i n g w e r e e x c e p t i o n a l . 
A r e v o l v e r was shot at point b l a n k 
range by his i n t e r r o g a t o r , s e c u r i t y 
p o l i c e m a n van A s . The r e s u l t w a s 
that d e s p i t e the s e c r e c y s u r r o u n d i n g 
d e t e n t i o n s an e x c e p t i o n had to be 
ma d e and van As w a s c o n v i c t e d . 
Much as we wish the laws to be 
t i g h t e n e d up on the c o n d u c t of 
s e c u r i t y p o l c e , t h i s has y e t to 
o c c u r . 

It is even less likely to o c c u r in 
V e n d a , w h e r e an i n q u e s t f o u n d 
two s e c u r i t y p o l i c e m e n r e s p o n s i b l e 
for the death in d e t e n t i o n .of 
T s h i f i w e M u o f h e , but no c h a r g e s 
w e r e b r o u g h t a g a i n s t t h e m . T h e r e 
has s i n c e been a n o t h e r d e a t h in 
d e t e n t i o n in V e n d a . At the end of 
J a n u a r y , 5 0 - y e a r old Samuel 
T s h i k u d o was f o u n d d e a d . He had 
been in d e t e n t i o n for 50 d a y s . 

REMEMBER THE MARITZBURG 

DETAINEES 

The following people 
have been in detention 

ince November last 
year: 

Sipho Shezi 
Andile Rive 
Aubrey Ngcobo 
Duma Gqubule 
Ben Martins 
Faith Matloapane 
Mvuyo Tom 
Mlungisi 

Maphumulo 
Sibusiso Ngcobo 
Nomasonto Nkosi 

Earlier this 
year, Nondile 
Matutu and Alan 
Bongani were 
detained. They 
are also being 
held in PMB. 

WE DEMAND THE 
THE RELASE OF 
THESE AND ALL 

OTHER 
DETAINEES -J 

rCISKEI : R E P R E S S I O N C O N T I N U E S 

T o w a r d s t h e end of last y e a r , m a n y d e t a i n e e s in t h e C i s k e i 
w e r e r e l e a s e d . T h e r e h a v e been new d e t e n t i o n s t h i s y e a r , 
h o w e v e r . It is d i f f i c u l t to know e x a c t l y how m a n y are 
p r e s e n t l y b e i n g h e l d , s i n c e t h i s q u e s t i o n is n e v e r asked 
in the C i s k e i p a r l i a m e n t . T h o s e w h o a t t e m p t to g a t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m East L o n d o n e s t i m a t e the n u m b e r to be 
abo u t 5 0 . 

G e n e r a l C h a r l e s S e b e ' s trial c o n t i n u e s , w i t h 30 s t a t e 
w i t n e s s e s to be c a l l e d . 

S p l i t s in the S e b e f a m i l y c o n t i n u e . At the end of J a n u a r y , 
b r o t h e r of L e n n o x S e b e , N a m b a , w a s r e - d e t a i n e d and in F e b r u a r y , 
a p p e a r e d in c o u r t on c h a r g e s of f r a u d and c o r r u p t i o n . H i s 
m o t h e r , M r s M. S e b e , has p u b l i c l y d e c l a r e d t h a t " L e n n o x has 
b r o u g h t s h a m e on our family 1*. L e n n o x ' s s o n , K w a n o , h a s 
been i n s t a l l e d as a l i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l . T wo of his o t h e r s o n s 
are still b e h i n d b a r s . A n o t h e r s o n , L o l o , w a s k i l l e d in a 
car a c c i d e n t on the w a y to C h a r l e s S e b e § s t r i a l . l A l l f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s b e h i n d b a r s w e r e r e f u s e d p e r m i s s i o n to a t t e n d t h e 
f u n e r a l . 

F a t h e r S m a n g a l i s o M k a t s h w a is still b e i n g held in the C i s k e i . 
He has been c h a r g e d w i t h u n s p e c i f i e d ' a c t s of t e r r o r i s m ' and 
is due to a p p e a r in c o u r t s o o n . 

The M d a n t s a n e bus b o y c o t t is still s t r o n g . A f t e r seven m o n t h s 
of d a i l y w a l k i n g , o v e r 3 500 w o r k e r s voted for t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of the b o y c o t t last w e e k . They also arew up a list of d e m a n d s 
w h i c h h a v e been g i v e n to t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , the C o m m i t t e e 
of T e n , w h o will n e g o t i a t e w i t h the C i s k e i T r a n s p o r t 
o r p o r a t i o n to end the b o y c o t t . 

A GRAHAMST0WN TREASON TRIAL I After a number of delays, the tria 
of 11 men began in early February, 
amidst very tight security. The 
men, ranging in age from 22 to 57, are 
The leader of the defence team immedia 
assessors, Mr B.P. Loots. In 1964, th 
magistrate, sentenced 2 of the accused 
reduced on appeal. Last week, both th 
)f the Eastern Cape) and Mr Loots with 
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SUED FOR TORTURE 

they intend 
1 detention, 
ot to move, 
e dead". 
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charged with high treason, murder and fraua. ^ 
tely objected to the appointment of one of the 
e defence held, Mr Loots, then a regional 
to terms of imprisonment, which were subsequently 

e judge, Mr Justice Cloete (who is Judge-President 
drew from the case. 
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the first time, a claim for damages against 
vidua! security policemen for torture of a 
inee has been heard in the Transvaal Supreme 
t. Lt Col. A. Cronwright, Maj. S. Abrie, 
J. Visser, Maj. P. Olivier, W-0. L. Prins, 

. Pitout, Lt P. Botes, W-0. Fourie, Capt. 
truwig and Lt J. van Aswegen are the 10 
rity policemen from whom Auret va?i Heerden 
laiming R113 000 for damages. 

the allegations are that they 

d him with a wet towel 

g the a 

trangle 

ubjected him to electric shocks 

epri ved 
tand fo 
he head 

him of sleep and forced him to 
r long hours and slapped him on 

Auret van Heerden was in jail for 281 days, 
without being charged . He was in a cell 
close to Dr neil Aggett, who died in deten
tion. Auret gave extensive evidence about 
maltreatment of Dr Aggett during the inquest 
Some of the security policemen now being 
charged featured in Neil's inquest as being 
responsible for his interrogation. 
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/the psychology of detention 
Part 3 : Coping with detention 
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s articles (Builetins 3 and 4 of last y e a r ) , we 
e detention si tuation itself, and what happens to 
detained. In this piece, we want to say something 
o cope in detention. 

to give suggestions about what to do when you are 
As we have said before, it depends on what kind 

are and how you cope under extreme stress. It also 
degree of your political commitment. It also 

t exactly happens to you during detention. The 
ation seems to be made up of the following elements: 

Detention - usually in solitary confinement 
Interrogation 
Torture 
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In the next issue, we will give some suggestions on how to cope with 
long-term det ntion on a day-to-day basis when interrogation sessions 
and/or torture seem over. 
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