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INTRODUCING OUR GROUP
'IXlR some time now the leaders ~r !he
I' -Womcn'5 Defence of the ConstItutIOn
League have felt lhc necessity for I Newsletter
which will report the activitIes of lhe League.
keep the regIOnal groups in touch with one
another and discu~. in authoritative artit:k:s,
aspects of the present cooslilulional crisis in
South Africa.

In the middle 0{ Novembc:r I meeting wl.5
held in Jobanncsburz, a' wbidl tbe polity and
.ims of tbe Newsletter were discussed. 1bc
following principles of policy were agreed
upon;-

I. The League is a pressure poup. to be used
for the rest011ltion ,Dd encouragement of
political morality aad the preservation of
Constitutional Government.

2. The League wantll 10 make people realise
their per S 11 n a I responsibilities in a
democracy.

3. The League wishes In infornl its memben;
on political matters.

4. The League wishes 10 draw the Iwo soc·
tions of tbe European population together.

S. 1bc League is • bilingual group and
wishes to encourage bilingualism.

6. The League wishes 10 disseminate DeW$

about its activities.
Tbe mission of the Ncwsklter is Ihus a

crusade. and il is in a crusadinS spirit thal wc
hope to oooduct it. A ccnain amount of moral
indignalion may be e.tpected from us. and it
win be justifiable. We are out to c:onviooe,
not only our members. who koow it already,
but hundreds of thousands outside our ranks
lhlt the present Government is, fiB! and fore.

T~ Bloci: St..1t

OHS STEL OHS GROEP YOOR
MAG ons onsself voorslel? Die lciers vln die

Vrouebond vir die Verdediging van die
Grondwet het al geruime t)'d die ooodsaaklik­
heid beset van 'n Nuusbrief. wat vem.g sal gee
vln die werbaamhede van die Bond. Wit ill
50rpJra dat die strele mel mebar in voeling
bly eo wal. in gesagbebtlende artikds, upetle
van die buidige grondwellike krisis in Sukl­
Afrih sal bc:spreck..

In middel November is 'n verpderin& gehou
in Jobanoesburg, waaf die bekid en die doel
van die Nuusbrid bespred; is. Die volgende
bele1dsbeginscis is vugestel:-
I. Die VrolM:bond is 'n groep om druk uitle

oden vir die berstel en bevocdering vln
politieke sedelikheid en Vif die instlnd·
bouding vln Grondwellike Regering.

2. Die Bond wil mense laat besef dat in 'n
demokrasie, elkeen 'n persoonlilr;e veraOI­
woordelikbeid bet.

1. Die Bond wens lede in le lig oor politieke
vraagstukke.

4. Die Vrouebond hoop om die twee seksie!l
vln die Europesc bevolking saam le trek.

S. Die Bond is 'n Iwcellligc groep en strew<:
om tweetaligbeid te bevorder.

6. Die Bond wil nuus venprei omtrenl sy
werbaamhedc.

Die tut van die Nuusbricl is dus 'n kruistos
en dit is in die gea vln truisvaarders dat OIlS
die t.u.k oodetneem. 'n Sekere mate van vef'
onlWUrdiging un OIlS bnt kan Verwllg worn
leen die rigting Wit die Regering laDS insl.aln en
dit is beeltemal gcregverdig. ON is dlarap uit
om, nie DCt 0115 lede nie. Wit dit alrecds wcet,
maar dui!ende mense huilc ons gelcdere te oor.



moSI. commlttmg a grave spiritual offence
against the soul of South Africa and that the
country's honour is being besmin:bcd. Our
Constitution is something much more than
words written down on a piece of paper. It
was written by some of the wisest and greatest
men in our history, nOI infalJible. indeed, but
endowed with the rafe gift of sincerity. They
had been through a very dark valley, and they
strove to ensure that tbeir country should be
~red that agony again. Their object was
Strength Through Unity,"

And now their work is. coldly and
deliberately. being undone, not by the will of
the people of South Africa. but by the leaders
of the minority pany bent on maintaining
themselves in power at all costs. It is this

DEDICATIONIN pride and humbleness we declare OIlf

devotion to the land of South Africa,
we dedicate ourselves 10 the service 0/
our counlry, we re·affirm our loyalty to
th~ controct of Union which brought us
togeth~r. W~ p/~dge oursefv~s to uphold
th~ ideals by which our Union WlU
intpired, of mlltual trust and forbearance,
of sanctity of word, of courag~ for the
futur~, and of pea(:~ and justice for all
persons and peoples. We pledge ollrseh'es
to resist any diminishm~nt of th~s~, con.
fid~nt that this duty is r~quir~d of us, and
that history and our childrerl will d~fend

""So h~/p us God, in Wlros~ strength w~
trust.

degrading cynicism in the political life of our
country that we musl fight with all our
strength.

But indignation, uninformed. is not always
enough. We hope to supply our readers with
facts and arguments which will demonstrate,
not only the immorality of the Government'S
present course, but the folly of it, from the
point of view of the country s material weHare
and its danger in a divided world.

The name THE BLACK SASH was inevi.
table. For one South African who knows the
Cormal title of the League there are thousands
who have heard of the Black Sash Women. It
is an honourable name. The Newsletter will try
to uphold their ideals.

Po,.. 2

tuig dat die huidige Regeringsgrocp voor aIIcs
'n ernstige vergryp pleeg tccn die siel van Suid·
Afrika en dat die land se eer bcsoedel word.
Ons Grondwet is baie meer as woorde op
papier gesl::ryf. Oit is gesl::ryf deur van die ver­
standigste en vootste manne in ons geskiedenis
-natuurlil:: nle onfeilbaar nie, maar toegerus
met die seldsame gawe van opregtheid. Hulle
weg het deur 'n donker dal gelei en hul strcwe
was om te voorl::om dat hulland 'n twee<!e leeer
so'n foltering sou moct deurstaan. Hul doelwit
was ..Mag deur Eenheid."

En nou word hul werl:: koclblocdig en opset­
lik tot niet gemaal::, nie deur die volkswil van
Suid-Afrikaners nie, maar deur die leiers van 'n
minderheidsgroep, wat daarop uit is om aan
die bewind te bly, laat dit l::os wat dit wit Met
ons hele verm~ moct ons 'leg teen hierdie
verlagende sinisme in ons politieke lewe.

Maar verontwaardiging, sonder l::ennis. is nie
altyd genoeg nie. Ons hoop om ons lede van
feite en argumenle te voorsien, wat nie net die
onscdelikheid van die Regering se huidige
gedragslyn sal bcwys nie, maar ook die dwaas·
heid daarvan. waar dit die land se materiele
welyaart bettef en haar geYlar in 'n verdeelde
wtreld.

Die naam, DIE SWART SERP, was onver­
mydelik. Vir elke Suid-Afrikaner, wat die for-
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mele titel van die Vrouebond ken, is daar
duisende wat van die Swartserpyroue $ehoor
het. Dis 'n ccrbare naam. Die Nuusbnef sal
probcer om hul ideale te handhaaf.

TIr~ B/Dd, S,,,1r



Dill SIlNAATWIlT, BIlLANGHIKIl FIlITE
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ONS GTOIKIwd, die "Zuid-Alrib Wd. IJ09,R
bl:pu.1 ciu die Parlanl:nl bl:YOCa • 0lIl die 1I')'K

le rCII!l waarop die Smaat ...~ ¥aD '0 rydpcrk
van tiel:l jur van&! die lobW>dtom~ van die Unie
IU~I word. Die Rcaenn. het dui bftltcmlll
kOllSt'IUS~1 IChandcl toe hlllle die Smut p_
dunnde November 1955 ontbind 1Iel. Alle Senatorc,
behalwc die "icT Naturclle-¥erl~woordjlcn. mon
fIX hulle acids onlruim.

VERQELYKENOE SYFERS VAN NUWE EN OU
SENAAT

Nu....e
tal Seu.ton: ckur die GOA'ffneur­

Oa>uu.l beDoan ••• •.• •.• ... 16
(Die bclftt: n.a die IlduI ..

"-'" SenaIOfe ..on! adies op
Il10ftll boot.uJit \'1llI hulk aroa-a., kmnil Il'lel die ndelikc be­
bodIeS en WmIC nn die IC'tkurck
raue in Suid·Alrib..)

(b) Vln die ProviniH: lOved s.:n.lorc
II wal aclyt la nn een-vyf<lc no
die llesamcntlikc aantal van ParI,,·
nwntere kielafddinas cn Provin·
liale kiesafdeJin,.:
Tnnrvul ... ... 61+61 IU 21
Kaapprovinlie .. ... st+S4 ace 22
O.V.s. 13+2' aee: I
N.Ia' ... "+2J 1ft I
Su.idwa-Afrib 12 beaoun ca 2

YCrkieI) •.. ,.. .., .•• ..... ..
NIIUrdk-wrt«o~ ... ,"... ..

Die ReFriDt: bel dit dU$ POdia Fl' 0lIl die
Snlut byna tMemu.1 to JrOOI •• voorbeeD le maa.t.
Die rede Wf\'oor word duidl:lik _nMcr d~ l)'fen
vir d~ ,eA.mmllike lillin, van albel Huise I~ die
end van hierdie artikel belpreek word.

VERKIESINGSMETODB
Senatore word noJ, I0OI in die verlelk, dalr die

littende LV.. en LP.R.. cc:sammllik aekics. In die
vcrlcde ill die ..c:rtic:linp ..olpl die be&inKI van
propon.ioodc vencc:nwoordi,",- JCbou. 1Il'Urckur
elke k~ cc:n oonIrq,&bat'e IIem &dwl he!. Hia"­
die in...illdde sultd bel &I JeYola &dwl dat die
midder"heldlparty 'n sckere mate van vutcc:n_
dit:inl aaUet bet. Oie nUwe Snwotwet bel bic:rdie
llellot afJUtaf en elke k~ bn POll _ Die­
oordnl.,bue Ilan vir elke SmIltor ..,,1 veda _
word. Naluurlik bekken lO'n Iteal:! van '11 motl'der.
heidllem dat die Re,eTin" ..t die meerclerhdd in
Tranlvaal, die Kuppro..inlie en die O.V.s. Wil, al
die Iottell .. ir die drle Pro..inllel In die Sen..t ..erkry.

Wal dlt In die praktyk betekeo il dal du;lotncle
teenllanck:n van die Reaerin, in die t....ee goollle
PrOVinlic:l bulle 1IanTl", ....1 die Seout betrd',
'fQ'"loor, ictI .... t hedlemal teallU}'dia is IIICI die
bqimcb van dcmokJaticlc JOnIui1kUL

GESKlLLE TUSS£N 01£ TWEE HUlSE
Die Scnull'ftt bnal drill klouJuJa .,.1 _­

lXnin. maa.t. vir JC:Iokille lLWUI die twee HuiIe.
Hulk is, kortlikl:

(a) lrKliul die VoltInad '0 we!IOntwu'p UIlII«m
....t belntinp opll of mel ae1d ICI! bebocwe

The 81llCk 50lh

van die Staaltdiml Iwtdct. Ul die Scnul dil
in diQo:lfde IllIin,. "U _Cl P. da.n Itan. die
webonlWU'p a&.ll die~ ..ir
IY handtd:min, ..oorp:lt word.

(b) lnd.... die Scnul Uliae and« WdJOIl~
vrnrcrp, _I duldie: _uoalWftP mel die
"o1Iende littin, WftT dclII die Volbnad un·
Imecm word. AI die Snwot oo"U'IIlIooia
aenoe, is om dit ..iI die I ....eede kecr te VU"­
wcrp, dan ma, dit ook un die Goewemcur­
Generaal ..oorae!f; word.

Die Vl'U1 mal dan we:1 ,utel word: Wurom
dan 'n Smul?

(e) Onammllih slltinp van albei Huilc ill 110'
oodia ..iI enip W1:1IOlI1....Up ....1 bc:tIektin&
bet 101 die venhlUte kloolAlIn" oJ. die: kJeur­
linptanreJ Ul die ae1yte laalrqte.

NOlI .-on! dit duido:Lik waarom lO'a aroot Scnul
GOdiJ was. DuI ill in d~ Volbnad U~ letelt f:Il
in die Snwot". Die R~, _ vend... __
van I....ee du"deI van hiu'd1C towl ....n 2411, nl 166­
Tel by die !il4 Nasionale Klell in die VolklrUd d~
77 Senalore _I IUm met die ReFin, ..1 Item
(dil a1uit die 8 Natalse Scnalore en die .. Nalurelle­
..ertcen ....oordi'cn uil), en die lotaat ...n J71 ~ee die
Re.uin, baie maklik die be~ude meerdubeld van
1wee«Nkt-lut die Volb....il aest.ledl

M. E. FISHER

FEIT EN FANI'ASlE

DIE FA.'7ASlE: AI. hicrdie Reaerinl 8 darem aie
aD IIq nie--wal bet bulJe oou

einlli); p:doc:n _t aD «I 81

DIE FEJTE: Nnu;'t dlt MU& 1I,I.Iuurlik at ....n ;nu
dcllllille van _I lie, is. As jy _

dil nie 'n Ile,le dinJ dal die Senul, ......rin die
minderheid ook ,ere,tl. il om 'n Item le h~n ..an­
da, is jy bcel..arsk,!nlik «JI van daardie minder­
beid--nnu Jr0telld« I uit 'n klomp NasinaaR
jabroers belWIl, ..... t die bebllin'bdak..-I ....ecr jy
-duilU>dc pond JlU' jaar pan kos II::":~meal
di$ Ilie 'n alc:JlC dil:l, om opIdlik die van
kirMlcrtjic:l---iniikiell nok ;nu kincknj~ vercln.Ii
Die, IOdat hulk vir no;, UI all)"d bulk mrdc:~
lcIwilk van Strijdom f:Il Iy klid: 1&1 but; as jy
_ dill nie '11 Ilqte din, dat die MilIiIter .......
Buildandle ~ke die ma, bet om jou paspoort le
weiu' of le kanselett lOlldei' appll un die Gen:pbof
nie; al jy mu:n dill Ilie '11 a1elle din, om 'n plI.t te
mod dn, SOOI hulle in d~ Kommunisline bnele
ITlOeI dom nie; .. jy dink dil nie 'n Ile,te din. dat
die pryl van aUel wat jy moet koop daa,likl It)'l.
luwyl die Re'eTin, ;OU Jeld mors un IUlke Jned
I0OI die BevolkmJlreJ.1ller en Slaallinli,tlllp­
unlore ..t bcc:lda, ua 'n onaelo....iae w!nld ......
knnd;, _t 'n ~, woodcrlike iuriJliDt die
Stri,idolDl e:cu ill' • ale; as po _ dill Die 'n IlqIe
din. om JOU vriatde in 11 anur1ike wfn:1d le
bdedia f:Il vu _nan Die; u jy _ diI Die '0 IlqIe
din.I om die bnd le~ IOldate in die pad le
11«\ 01 om dil rir buUe oomoonOil: te maa.k om
soJdale le bly nie; dan bel jy aelyk---<fie R':Fin,
is 101 Die 10 "ca: nio-eu, wraaiet. da.n vudiUl jy
ook nel lO'n Reaerin.l



'l'IIHIlAIIS FHO~I TlIIl SASII
WE ulKlcrstand Ihal the Minister who foxeDt]y

addre&Kd hi. constituent, a' HAENERTSBURO.
Transvaal, was considerably depreuro at havin, an
audience only of eigbt. Nevcrthdell, we are not
lUre that he was &nlteful that 12 Black Sash women
auarncntcd the numbcn.

arc warmly VlItcful to all thllK in similar difficult
areas who have had the couraJ(' tu face these fean
and prove them &rOl.lndleu. The less eouralCllW
will nol, Wc hope, refuse to particilJllte in tile future
bencflta reaped by the ~ouTlllle and faith of their
fellow women.

• • • • • •

CENTRAL CAPE reports Ihat mail from Johann".·
burl il arriviol ,n a condition which (knoles

either 'fOSS ardcssneq in handlina. or an interest
On IOmebody's pari in Ihe contents.

NOTHING reveals our csselllial unity more clearly
than an episode I., NABOOMSPkUIT, wben

Pretoria visited il for a lint Black Sash;na:. At a
meetine .(Inwards, 10 form .I branch, two womm
who lpoke only Afrihanl w"ft wilh joy 10 find
themselves at JUI memben 0 a aroup of loyal
South Africans. Pretoria was as arcatly moved.

SASHER

WE thank DURBAN for their e:r.cdlent su"eltion
tllat members should live ten·minute talks.

durinl Ihe tea-break interval, to employcn at
women's stores.

•••

AN ESTANCIA 1)'mlJllthiscr writes: "I,noranee er
the SIGNIFICANCE of whal il happcnint, on

the part of bolh political IJIlrtics. il a dan,er. It
must be our first task 10 enlighten our mem1x'r1
IhrOl.llh our Newsklter.

•••

• • •

SOME lime a,o, a count!)· contact .....s aued tu
fono a branch of the League in her town. She

wrote: "I am afraid I could nut find wflicicnt
wonerl willin, to face the inevitable ostracism in
social life and bol'eult in the business world," Wc

IN ()o;lober PORT ELIZABETH wu honoured by
a vilit from tile Minister of DcfC'llCe. It is a pily

that be found it ncce$S3r)' to avoid Ihose who moIt
dc'Iired to welcome him-lhul repclltin, a lJIluern
of behaviOl.lr fil'll e~hihiled al BRAKPAN.

WE ~on,..atulate MJODELBURG (Cape) and
WHITE RIVER on the enthusium for our

Lca,ue shown amon, the younaer ~cr.ation. The
prOll'eu of a nalion depends OIl the quality of its
youth.

O.F.S. REGION "HAUNTS"
CABINET MINISTERS

On AUIUSI 30, MI'I. N. Green and MI'I. M. Kerr
addressed a meeting uf Women in Blocmfontcin and
a BTlInch was formed. with "In. H. O'Connor as
Chairwoman, and Mrs. R. Kruler 11 ~retary. (At
a l~ter m«tin, Mrs. P. Ollemans was elected 11
Vice-Chair.) The followinl day a meeting was held
at Weslminster and a Branch formed thel'C'. with
M..... R. Wood as CMirwoman and Mrs. N. Gilbert
11 Secretary.

The test of the Branch came on September 13•
....hen a Nationslist ConlreSS ':rned. Black Sash
women from Blocmfonlein an Westminster look
up tbeir po:silions before the COIlIl'CU opened and
were rudcly,r:shcd and jostled by membel'l of Ihe
Jeuabond an othel'l. After the Pl'imc Minister had
entered the hall several sashes were snatched or tom
and four DC the women were forced into the foyer.
Reinf~menll from Johannesburg and the Reef
towns were hurried to Blocmfontein to ,ive support
to the local membcTl. Their cornin, wal peatly
appreciated and I ItrODI bond of eomraooh,p WIS
roraed. 1)Ie WOmen ~ontinued to "haunt" the
Ministers durinl their atay in Blocmfontein and
ended up b¥ pursuina Mr. Schocman when he took
• trip by nIl trolley throuJlt the Free Stale to Coal·
brook. A IJIlrty of Black SashCl'l followed and
awaited him al every stop"ina pla~e. Finally at
Coalbrook they toined up with women who had
~omc down from Jobanncsbur, to meel him.

In the lilt wcek of September Mn. Pcnelope Bond
and Milll Marp.rct Bond of the Johanncsbur,
Oraneh offered to do s rccruitin, tour of the Easter"
Free State. They Were accompanied hy MI'I.
O'Connor and MI'I. OUemanl. Meetin,. were held
It Hanismith. Dcthlehem. Fi<:hburl. Westminster
and Wepener. A Branch was formed in Harrismilh
Ind Bethlehem memben decided 10 form part of
tlLat Branch, while Fickshura linked up wilh West-

T1l~ Black Stub

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

A SPECIAL vote DC thanks ,OCS out to those who
have orpniscd the Bla~k Sashin, oC a Minister

in their area wilhOl.lt C(lntael with hcadquarlCl'l.
SKUKUZA. MIDDELDURG (fransvaal), BARKLY
EAST and IXOPO are four areas Ihat wc know or.
If there arc any more, pkase tell us!

IN an artide in '1'he Forum" on th~ Black Sash.
.' written by a S;triidom Supporter, Wc read that

. JokCll were handled aboul $O«!·n.aturedly amon,
the delegatcs" to a Nationalist Party Con&rClS at
BLOEMFONTEIN. The Bla~k Sash women who
attended this ConJl'CSlI and listened to these w,ood_
natured" tokes, rouest ,ently Ihat a carbolic mouth·
wash should be used by ro~h "joker•." Their Mtokcs"
10 offended a member nf their own party, Ihat he
wal moved to enter the hall and remonllrate with
Mr. Striidom about them.



TUt; HIJLI, AND ....IE HLAt:K SASII

"'..~. Uldlll CQlllactI ....ere mack al Wepma,
and a 1alef rilil resulted in the fOllNllion cl it

8nInch there.
In .11 ~ places il "'U nocittabk tUt lbn"e

""I c:omidonble fear of joillin, Ihc _IDCIII, cilbcr
IhrOllP (ear at cauainl m·fee1lnl amon' Ilri&hboun.
or throup busbancb' fan of intimidation or of
lMin, bul.itlas. In many QUell IbcIe rcan are \1.11­
founckd bul the)' are dilticult to COUIlkr, ill that it
i•• very hard l!rUgle in the Fr« Stale. The
mot! 'ucc:euful Branch il the Wntminller oor,

."here 1hc: mcmba'$ b;ne not 001)' civca rreely 10 1hc:
fund:t of the w~ but Ut: Ilbo Ktive memben.
810Ulf0lllein b:u the: bi4betr number cl mmabcn
"''''oJ~very &InIl1I mUlOritr. arc~ 10 doan)' 1&' 10 lbat Ihc who buTdm r.ll, on a
_11 ha ul or women.

Senator de KInk was -haunled~ 011 bit five-dliy
vilil 10 Blounfonkin It tbe end of Oc1obc:r. and
on one "hauntM cia'kI of the P.W.D. thl"cw lItink
bombt, hop in, vlinly that the Blad; SllIh women
",,,,,Id be for«d to mo>"c.

PQ~ j



THE STORY OF THE WOMEN'S DEFENCE OF THE
CONSTITUTION LEAGUE

A GROUP 01 lilenl women. each warin. a blad
Rib to ..hid! is (utened • white can! '-rio,

the oronh "EERB1EOIG ONS GRONDWET'-(hu
it • familiar lilbl to-day in aU the b.rJa' cilia aDd
in rnaJl)' of the _Uer IOW1lS of South Alra. lbe
ewious, the uainfonoed, !he IClIIrisl: from abroad, aU
1st: -what arc: theY dolll" How did it bqinr

It bqao with the ..-tina (Xl • brichl SwMSay
momiaa in May. !9H, of .... _-. MR. leall
Sindair. Jot ...... Ruth FoIey. Mn. Elizabeth Mcl.arm.
Mill Tertii.~ Mn. lcu Bopl7ll and Mn.
Hclal N__ pIGOl... A _in, of Qtir..o:ns ot
Johannnbur. 10 ~:. :emu the SmaIC B.ill bad
beaI QJIcd (,.,.. W Y. M.,. 15, &lid lbc:Ic
womm. U&ft'l:d I1IoaI tbc Go¥cmmmt .-boUld dare 10
~ with tbe CoMtinItioll, fell tb:at tbe ._
Iobould lake K'lioa. and decided 10 mardl 10 Ihe pro­
tal ;:=.t 1llcy 'pboocd dwir friends, "00 in
turn ' Ibc:ir (rimdt. b&nna'1 Weft prepued, rIM:
Prc$& co·op.... tecl witll froat pap DeWI, aDd on the:
Wfdnad'Y aftmlOOll JohanMab!;q •• 2-'00
WOllXll march in .ilmf;e from Ioubcrt Put to the
Citr Hall.. Tbc:re. IlmOD& olhen, Mn. Haemic
~e. IIlOV1DI 1DIJl)' 10 lean.

Oftneu MWlpaper &rid Qmc~men Wt:rf: <,k.eply
impreued, but not more to !han the women.. So d«p
was the cmotiOP arou$Cd in that historic march. 10
&real the resentment I' Ihis piece of polilJa,1
cynicilnl, lhat • meetin...... called. week Iattt to
conliller further action. Fifty wo_n came, and a
Committee of twdve was elected wilh MA. Ruth
Foley at Chair. and Mrs. Jun Sinelair at Viee-Chair.
It WII' decloXd thal two pelition' would be orpniloCd,
one 10 the Govemor-Gcncr1l1, aKin, him nOI 10 'ilJll
,he Bill. the ICICOfld. in the evenl of hit refutal, 10
,he Prime Minis&cr. pclilionina him to repeal the Acl
or rclIilll from offiCe. Tb_ pctitionl wtfC to be
lil"Cd by women only.

TIME WIll of the t!S IU, lbc Senate Bill was~:J
debaled in Parliamml, and !his _1)"'(

Womca', Ocfmce 0( !be ConstilUtioD Leaauc had at
belt two wcd'.' iD whicb 10 collect tbc ~turct.
lbc more cautious bcual thc womc:o to da.itt: from
ao i~itNc wk. IiJIlaalI it wu. but DOl Ialpol'
libk~)lRUIlb1c 10 thc pctitioD to tbc CiowallOl"
Gc:acRL. a piDoc 0( llDc proIC aDd ra......... arsw-m.
wu priDted by Friday. aDd that -a~ pctitioat
WCI"C M:III out 10 2lJO IoWIlt ill the Uaioo. 10 __
I'J«JDic: ill tbc (aith &lid bdid' that the country IlIIIIt
fecf at !be .omen 0( J""·a........... did.. Thai (aith
wu DOl lnitplaccd. 10 spite 0( postal dclal"- ditl­
euJliaI 0( ..............micatioa. amalClU orpaiatioft &tId
lad: 0( 1DOIlCY, 100.000 IipalUra WCI"C collc.;led
from ._ ill Icll days, U,ooo from CVUIltry ....
tricb aIoae. and llllI.lly from Nationa1ilt 0Cll1rc:I ill
$pite of mdcal (car of rcpriu.b..

Mrs. Foky Yiaited the maio Ol:llUCI of the Uaioa.
Pretoria too ..... lllObiliMd. and a1mosl ovauiaht thc
Women', Ocfcna: of the ConItiwtioa bec&mc world
acwt. OD JIlllC 16th Mn.. Green, thc Leap'l
Scctttary, tIew 10 Cape TOWll with the pclillOlll,
whicb _re prCICllled 10 the Govemor.(jcncRI. bul
in vain. 11>6 Bill wat 'iancd. Parliament rOlC. and
lhe Prime Minister was a,knl 10 meel I deputation

Pale 6

in Pretoria 10 present the ICCOlld pcUlioa, Hc refilled.
and appointed Mr, S'*' c"n hA depl1tr. Womm
(rom !be b&th and breadth of tbc Union 1'''.''''
ill Pntoria.. BIoncn bore the IlI.lI1eI 0 .r:v«'f
loom and villa,e wba-e the pelitioD bad~ lipcI.
and the Wenl marcb 10 the Union BWJdin&s t.ook
pi&cc. lbc ohmItic 4I-bow" ¥iciI ill the IfOWllh of
the Buildinp had Md to be kepi lCUeI and divul&cd
to I..cape manben aofy just before Ibc march.. YeI
.my Ncpt then: on thal (rcaial niaht of JWle 21.
and OWl" a bImdred on .... --.:I n.i&hL A dcq)
$pirituaJ f~ of comradcbip lIl&dc bardlhip triYial.
and cSderminaboo toolr:: dccpcr rOOl.

lbc ......... dispenoc4. lbc ¥iail wu O\"a". Govcnt­
IQCIlI IlCW$pIIpen procllIimcd thal the protctt bid.......

1'bea the ICCOftd .. bepn. On Jull' 11 Cabinet
MiniMcrs KW the lirIt (our ......... beaia a ¥iail al
tbc Union fluiktin&a, a ¥isil wbicb wu to be maio­
taiacd on every wortiDt dir.y Wltil Parliament Ibould
lil .pin in Ja.ouary, aad on the (oUowinl day (or
the tint time in biNary a Cabinel Miniltel' rctIII1lial
from Europe wu met al thc Airport by lwally-four
liknt ..-omc:n whole blact II.Iha bore the worcb
"EERBIEDIG ONS GRONDWET," He and hiI
colleai\ICI were lOOn 10 learn the melninl of thal
emblem and tboIc: wordl. addraKd 10 lheir
_1Cialo=:.

THE "Black Suh," Jean Sincl.ir", brilliantly .imple
idea. capturnl the illll,inlltion of the world, and
more lod lOon women ca... fOl'Wlrd 10 join the
Lu.JUe and 10 be a con,tanl reproach In the men
rClponlible for dl1bonourln.. the Covt'llanl of Union.
Oay by clIy the orpnillllon arcw and spread. No
Clbiad Minister could feci are rrom reproach in hill.
cominp &lid JOin... nO Nalionalilil Party Conpul
but .... Ibc: Went mourncn.

Bul "B.lack Subinl" _ only the oul_reI symbol.
&I it 'ftU, of Ibc: work of tile Lap., Public Ico;wra."'-a'(onIIIItioa of~pa atId aU thCIe wcrc . 10
~the pu lie and awakCll South Africa to tbc
death of ""n__ Iacy in !la' IIlidII. Never before bad
tbe women of lhiI CVUIlIr'J' been 10 politically COD­..x-. or 10 &nnIy c!nlwn to.,etba". irTCIpective ofu.ar puty-pol.itical aJliliatioDf, III _ COlDlDOIl dlort.

o Pn.ti005 WI;fC pllcoccI (or all ~t
political .......1ioM. OD AupIt 10. a. tbc __lion
of Natjooalid Party SalIton, Blac:t SulI wowr:n in·
¥ala! the .ndr"l ill P'rc\oriI. and on Nowmb«
12., afta' the dislolution d. tbc Smak, areat danoa­
IlrltioDI toolr:: $cc: in thin)"'lln South African cilia:
and towIII.. fn JobIll!lCIburI 1bonA!Ilk of __
apin marched throuab Ibc: cily ~inl • IfUI boot
dRpcd with a black IlI.Ib. ')'Illbolilmj the Constitu·
tion. and IIOOd in ¥ilil. arouDd il all 0( thal day.
III Clpe Town. Port bizabcth. Du.rtIan. Bloanfoa­
tciD. EuI t -mdon, Pretoria, IIld maoy Reel and
country to'll'lll, women Ihond their prOIat iD limilar
falhion. 011 November 1$. the day of the electioa
of the _ Senate. thc four PrO¥incial capital, laW
further protclU by the women of the w.ue. while
other ccnlrCl held ,Hent "ilil.

The Blocl: Stuh



FROM tbIIl fint SuDday~ lea~ iD tolly
.. anal orp.aiD.llc. had~ u.clI 'I ......._

" • .., 10 bold die Grit NalionaJ Coafneace whidl.
look place id Port·Eliubeth D<I November n and 30.
Tbia WIll followed by tile election of an Interim
Natiomll Executive co orp.oisc aod concl.lto tbe
wbole tJ !be ....tlon....ide uti"l'l of the Leaaw. With
tile opmina ol Parliament 011 ~ 13. 1956, the

BIact SllIob _ Ipin demooutntecl the:ir ua­

.....nainl protQt apilut the Salate Act and aU lIlat
it _ 10 South Afriea.. Iu lonj: .. the Govtmmenl

continues 011 ;b Qlutrophic: COUlW. 10 Ion, ..ill the
Black SlIJll be KftI u tbe emb~ of the Inser of
tbe ordinary people of Soulh Arrlao ...Inll .. poll';·
elI11y ~I ~Jime.

HOW THE SENATE ACT WORKS

OUR Constitution, Ihe South Africa Ad of 1!lO9,
providc:l tbIIt Parliament may chanp the Itrue­

tun of tile Salale any tiIM .tter the upinltioa or
ten )W.n from the dIIte ol Union, 10 that tile

GoYannw:nI Kfed COftNifutioDloUy ill diMoto'ial the
Salate ill No.-ember. 19". All SmaIOn Ibm vacated
their _Is.~ tbe four NativelI' RepCknlativa.

COMP....RATI .... E. FIOURES FOR NEW SENATE
....ND OLD

TOlll.9 ••
The OOVC'rnmmt hll tbul ItCrI lit .!moot tQ doUble

the size of tbe Senlte. n.~ boc:oma .pparmt
.mm tbe llpns for the h,mt SittiDt: 01. the two
"- of hrfia.-t .... _ '1,ed IIta" ill dUI

-"-
METHOD OP ELEC'!'ION

Senlton hi"" .1_)'11 bun clwed by • ~t,~-
t;q of the Mj>.. and M.P.c.. in each .
n. YOCina ... 1"""''CUd 011 !be priDciplc 01. pro­
lIOI'tioaaI rcpi' -lItion. each vo(or ha.... _ 1fUt­

rcrablc ~, IUl intriclte I)'IlCm daIaDed 10 ,m: tbe
minority party • ~lo _lUre of "jliitlelllltioa.
The new Senltc Act .bolilhes thla l)'Item, livinl
cub \loter one non-tranaferable vote for eath SenllQr
10 be deetc<l. By thiI ry_ of Itrai&bt _pily
VOl:in.l the Oovanmeat. whit:h hu the majority in
the~.. !be c.pc ud !be O.P.$.. ...-'Oy
mUes • dealt sweep .. the r'rrtioa 01. Smltan in
tllac thrH Pro.itw:u.

1be pneticll result 01. thb l)'tItem of votml iI
that III the IWO major Pro.inceI of the Union
tbouu.nds ot non.(;ovcmmall IUpportcrI are dit­
frudtiled u rq:ards tbe SmIle, • pndiee coatrat}'
to the jIi. -iplcl of do, .... SO'""!mmL

(.)
~_N~

SalalOl'l IlClminI.ted by Oottl_
0enenJ ••• ••• ... .". ••• •.. 16

(OM bait' of Iladl Smaton to be
.Iccl:ed on !he IfOIlnd of their
thorou.h acquaintanee with the
rUlODI.blCl ....nts and desiTet of the
colouud run 01 $.A.)
From eacll PrOYiIlce deetal $ma­
Ion ecau-I 10 _her ol Parl.­
mall• ..,. ela:tonJ divDiou J)lllf

numba" of ProviDeial cia;lonl dm­
lion.. IOt.1 divided by he:
TrlM....1 .. . .. 68+68 ,ives 21
c.pe. Srl+S4 ,lvel 22
O.p.s. ..,... •.. Il +2S ,lvet ,
Ntltai .. , ... .., U +1$ lives ,
Soulh West Africa (2 IIOIlliI'IIltcd

and 1 ekded)... •
N.tiva' "ejli_nlltiva ••

••••,,

DISAGREEMENT OF HOUSES

The ScIlIote kt _llIinl three clawn .erovidinl
t~ • ~lI)CQi_t bct_ the H",,1et. TIIcJ' .n,
bridly, u folkrtrl:

(.) Should Ill" Bill impoIilI& lU:I.tioa .... alinl
with publoc: -)'11 be pIIACd by the HOIlK
of A_mbly .nd re;ccKd by the Senltc, it
may tben 10 Itnl&!lt to the Govemor-Gcncnl
for hill lIi ture .nd become part or the la..

"' .....
(b) Ally ocba" BiU. puled by the HOUK of

A.anbly and rejcdcd by the $cm.tc. must

come up .pin .t !be onl Seaion, Should
the Smate .pin be foolish enOll&!l 10 reject
it, ;1 10<> may be tent to the Governor-General
for hit eianature,

11 _y _n be wed: Why lave • ScIlIott?

(c) Joiat IIittillal 01. !be two H_ are II.iU
,.;rm tor uy Bill rd'errina: to tbe at­

tmlChed dI-. IlIlDCly, the Co~d VOle
.n(! the eqUlI II.llpllle ri&b11

It 1l0fll' becomcI .pparcnt ..hy the Smate hid 10
he 110 treltly inaeaKd in Iiz.c.. The HOIIIIl cL

Auanbly hu 1S9 _ ... the $cQI,te 19. or this total
of 1<11 the Gova1lJDceI _ be Mlre 01. two-thirds.
namely, I6&. Add to tbeir M _b ill tbe HOIIIC of
A_nibly !be n SmaIOt'I likely 10 vote with the
Oovernll1C1lt (thia udlldct ei&bt N.IlI' SmaIClr1 .rw:I

FOIIr N.llvel' Repn:senlll'ives) .nd the total of 111
I;Vel the N.tion.liltl • romforuoble mar,in-let lhe
Volts..il be "-et

Mo E. FISHER

NOTES FROM WITBANK

ON Nowmber 1$. fOllr of our members did "siJent
riaiI'" ClVIIide !be Wltbut PllIt 08Sce ud the

M......tc·1 Court troq, 10 o'dod; 10 ) o'clock.

They ebanacd ....itiom every bait bour; I' women
took part .rw:I IS nCW members wcn recruiKd.

On December 12, OIlr demonltration look tbe form
of Mbbcl: aob;nl" &Dd • pnya" mee1in.. Four
BIact Suhcn Mood ouuide the WitbaJlk POll Oll!ioe
trom 10..l0 10 11..)0, 'II'hile fin ._11 IIOlId OIIl1idc
the J,bpmte'l Court.

AfIcr !be aahin" • Ibort pnyer meetinl CDR'
dUoCled by tbe "cv. Wm. Crou, .u.med by the Rev.
Mr. McK.y, WIll held in Kin, Gcorle Plrk.

,T••ELL



DIE
SftTART SERP

•

REGIONAL CHAIRS AND
SECRETARIES

RI.OEMFONTEIN
C. Mrs. H. o'ConllOl'. P.O. 8.:>" 245.
,~. "'.... S. Krull'r. ~ Frirndholmc'. W"l'

bura« Sl~"'.

CAPE TOWN
C. M.... E. Stoll, 6 Ri.\lll1p'~ Court Road.

Newlandl.
S. Mn. M. Hende.....n. Cnnbol'nC' HOlI.."

SlItiloory Road, W~·n""",.

DURBAN
C. Mn. D. W. Ibrker, 65 N.....th Rid..,

.~~

S. MA. M. ~l. 71 Iti. RNli.
DURBAN NORTH

C. MrL Bana'. 65 8oI11NW1l1 Drive.
S. MI'L Laaphaw. 4J &1_1 Or""",

UST l.ONDON
C. Mn. D. Curry. ) Qlm.br_k" 1tOlld.

Stir1m. En.
S. Mn.. B. Spmcc. 20 Coon;scoo eourl.

JO St. Pna'. ROlId.
JOHANNESBURG

C. Mn.. B. Barbr, 6 Porkr AVfll~.
MellWe' North.

S. Mn. E. Macl.,en, 21 The V.lI~ Road,
Wntc1ilf.

KIMBERLEY
C. Mrs. M. HilchlT\lln, :a Da1hlom Il.NlJ.
S. Mrs. K. Smith, 11 1.00'& Road.

MARITZBURG
C. Mrs. M. C......;•• ,. Midhoo!o/'. S....rt

Road.
S. Mrs. G. Wildman. 41'1 Prince Alrm!

St"""l.

PORT EI.lZABETH
C. MtL S. Pir~. /lA Wcstvicw Drive.
S. M.... D. nav;,. 1% Main KNoll,

W.llMr,

PRIo'OIl.IA
C. Mn.. N. "on Con/,,"u, ... l..a,,·le)' Sc~I.

Watertloor.
.f. Mrs. A. """'K, 34~ GiovIMfI; Scl'ftf.

N~ Mudokneut.

I.OW VELD
C. Mrs. SandnlMrth. EaW)'. PIa"on.
•... Mrs. B. Trac:ef. PlnKnt Hill, P.O. Roll:

17, Wb;I~ R,vo:r.

M'IDDELBURG (CAPE)
C. MI'. S. SoutlKy, P.O. Sd>oombk, via

Midd<:lbufl.
S. MI'. M. Gi1fiUln, Glfcn Heath. COfl"'lY.

.........................._ .

CUT THIS COUPON OUT 01"111 post to The Secretary, W.D.CL. 511 Leislc House. Bree Street.

Johannesburg.

(a) I shuukl like to ra-civc: copies of this monthly nc:wsklter, tlnd I eno.:losc: the lIurn

of (onc: year's subscription is 65.).

(b) I should like to become a member 01 the Women's Defence 01 the ConstitUlion League and
I enclo5e my annua}- subscription of 2s. CId.

(c) 1 endorse tbi.stand-Ule W.b.C.L. is takin3- and I endose a donllion of _ .

Name .............................................••.... _ .

Address

••....••.•........•........•••••••.•....••••.....•..•....•••


