i |

Legitimacy and Struggle o, ¢ Villa=bianch

w

- MALUSI MPUMLWANA Vo luw ! Tha
| jab(ug.u :yn@

The question of viclence/non-violence as an issue for the church
o South Africa cannot be .addressed without reference to_the
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most effective and acceptable methods o be used in resolving
‘he problem. Belore we explore our situation however, t will help
‘o recall the standard position of the church on viclence.

Owver the ages the church has developed both a normative and
1 pragmatic position on violence. R opposes violence in favour of
“on-violent solutions to conficts.  Pragmatically, however, it
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mobilisation yet in the country’s ‘peace-time’ history. Who s the
aggressor and who is the defender? These questions a
answered differently in South Africa depending on who you are
where you place yourself in the country’s legally-determined socuy
stratification. | suggest that the real point of dissension is her
rather than conceming the traditonal attitudes to violence

Black South Afncans see themselves as politically emasculate.:
and economucally dispossessed. The government of this count-,
has never acknowledged their gnevances. That s basically wh.-
the cause of viclent confrontation in South Afnca 15 about. In 11,
course of thes confct, one of the tactics used by blacks s th.
refusal to be governed. Al least they have made & as difficult 1
they possibly can for effective government 1o take place i the-
lownships. The extended State of Emergency is. amongst ot
things, ntended to restore a modicum of government contre
over the rebelbous townships. This rases the question ol th.
legbmacy of the government in the eyes of the governed

Many i ths country bebeve that the government s (1
. bggressor, and the resistance movement defensave B this « -
then the questhion s whether blacks have a nght and duny -
engage i the wolence of natonal reustance and defence On e
other hand there are those who bebeve that the resstar
movemnent 15 the aggressor. and the government the delender
that is 50 then it can be argued that the South Alican arm,
dong the b of defence and the government s nghttu:
exercrsing s heence ol law-and-order wiolence | disiuss the
issues in the following pdu-graph:. drawang on arguments 17 -
present a black viewpomnt
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Hestoncally thes country s government was establshed thiough

viclent conquer ol the black people. Albert Luthubh was to =, -

the undemocrali: government estabhshed
- The Act of Umon (ot South Alnca) virtuslly handed the winike
of South Alnca over to a menorty of whetes, lock, slock and
barre!  As lar o the whites were conc the matter was
setthed They had become the owners of the new state The
members of other races who found themsehves handed over
officially, entarely withowt thew consent; were the lvestock wha !
wernd with the estale. obyects rather than subects

churches’ endorsement of the govemment. The docurment ponts



.tusal on the part of the government to recognise that all of
<with Africa’s people have a right and duty to participate in the
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wate 15 10 8ct as i the government was in fact a government of
monal interest, whose legitimacy is not questioned. Where a
;mnmmnﬂtmm:mmu
shonal resources for minority purposes, the church's standard
Ay falls short. St

NATIONAL DEFENCE
. ewhere in this volume Buti Tihagale deals with the nght of a
--q:lctnnmuldﬂm:e.mdtbuhuluuuﬂjmdhﬂwu
~wory of the church, From the onset he declares that his subject
_ a Black theology of self-defence’. Thagale's argument is that in
. much as the church has always acknowledged the right of
e same understanding.
The situstion as far as blacks see it 1s as follows: They were
:qurmdﬁfnttcmﬂh&utmrwﬁ@rmmﬂdmmul
e actions of the state since then In every way they have tned 1o
1ake their vowce of appeal and protest heard. first 1o Britan

hey believe they have 8 night to defend their destiny at all costs.
what should the church's response be to this argument?

THE CHALLENGE FACING THE CHURCH

Ihe membership of the church is 80 percent black But
taditionally, the church has an institutional relationship with the
state. Akhough it has often served as a voice of conscience
sgunst state injustices, of excesses thereof, it is basically
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Ps i acknowiedgement, however negative. that th
black demand for freedom and justice remasins irmevocably on the
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it to support repressive forces by claiming that the anr.
represents a structore of ‘national defence?
R is this kind of question, | believe, that must be addresse
before we deal with the matter of the ethics of viclence. k must br
‘.‘ .
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¥ 12 Vicencio sums up the challenge to the church in this way:



' and Viclen. ,
Theology _
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Theclogy and Violenc,

other viclence — partly because the police have clubs and guns
and partly because they have a large reservoir of inner individys
resentment on which they can draw in thelr rage” (my émphasis)

Mmhn-ﬂpuhtdm Hmctiha'ncdh
for the church to be a partisan of national kberation.

Through an overview of categories of violence | have tried u

the complexity of the violence in our context. | have

that we use the tool of social analysis in the

of social discernment, for the sake of social salvation. For

the complex viclence that is consuming our country s indecatn -
dﬂummﬂcmdmm

orthodox church 10 move towards orthopiaxis. That, in a nutshel
is the way out for us all as Christians. Conternporary theology has

thWMhﬂtHﬂ;Mnur
enabled to partake of that relstionship. Hence we call ourselves -
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Joubl 83 10 where the church stands. Such withess may occasion

= olenid death of the church as we have come to know iL

Fagt.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation.
of distress. of persecution. of famane, or nakedness. or peril or
sword? . Mo, in all these things we &re more than CoNgqueros
gwough him who loved us. For | am sure that neither death,
nor Me, nor angels. nor principelities. nor things present. nor
things 0 come, nor powers. nod height nor depth. nor
anything else in all crestion. will be abie 10 separste us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 835.37-39)
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