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of Black Conseiousmess slculd we Bellews
tomprehensive definition which would
Jin vhich s could then boegln u cxposition
of the phllosophy ard ideclogy which are the taafc Lincts of Rlack
1972 Policy 'anifests of the South African Students’

s Black Consclcusness as “an attitude of
basic tenet is that the Black rust reject
him a foreigner in the country
dignity” o The concept of Black
fore implies an svareness and pride in their

blackness by Black le and irplies that Black people should and
r value as human belings.
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Black Conaclousness elsc reans that Black people should
be avare of the significance and irportance of their own value systems,
i.e. their socio—economic, political and cultural walues. Implied
in this appreciation of their value systems i3 the peed to relect
those Toreign, alien walue systens wvhich vere forced down Black
people's throats as part of the oppressor's loglc of maintalning
and perpetrating its brutal systes of sxplolitation and emasculation.

Thus the escence of this ssarch for our Indigencus value
systems is the need to redefline ourselves and our value systems vhich
¢ are today engulfed in the forelgn and alien expdtative and oppresalive
values which have been imposed upon us  both physically and psycho-
logieally, by our oppressors in order to sake us ralleable to sub-
Jugation. The challenge of Black Consclousness for any Black man
in South Africa today is the nesd For & nev and Inclsive redefinltion,
reldentification ard reappralsal of the Black totality in the context
of a capitalist, racist and exploitative South Africa, presided gver
by & self-appointed white mninority acting as the missiomary of inter-
mtional capitalisn and Tipance capital.

Ancther significant aspect of Black Consciousness is the
call for cohesive group solidarity, 1.e. Black gclidority. Thus
the gquintessence of Black Consclousness !s the reali’ation and
by Blacks in South Africa that, in order to play a positive
in the struggle for liberation and erancipation, they sust
wely employ the concept of group power and them by bulld a
strong base from vhich to counter the oppressor’'s policy of divide
and rule. The philosophy of Alack Consclousness thercfore means
group pride and detercimation by Black people in South Africa to
rise together from the death bed of oppression and explolitation.
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At ths hsart of Black Consciousness is wlso the realization
Ty Flacss that the sost potent and effective wveapon of oppression and
exploitztion in the hands of the oppressor is the rind of the oppressed.
In Sauth Africe the oppressor has so atteopted to twist and manipulate
our pirds to make ud rentally and payenologically pliable to his
exploitation and manipulation.

*lack Consclouaness therefors calls for a poychologleal revolutlion
i3 the Slack corrmunity; this will s & revolution which s directed
tovaris tie slirimaticn of all ctereotypes by Blacks about thesselves
ard cne which is direcise! towmrds the corplete ermdication of the
slave—pentality and feelirgs of Lmdequacy chamcteristic of sn
oppressed and explolted soclety. The baslc logic inherent in Black
Consclousness is thet no Fan can wvage a weaningful var of libermtion
unless and until ke has effectively erndicated his slave-mentality
and accepted themselves as full mugsan beings vho have a role to play in
thelir ovr salvation.

Black {onscisusness therefors forces Black people to see
thermelves as full huran beings, corplete, full amd total in themselves,
ard not as extensl-ns of others.

Eome prople have accused proponents of Hlack Consciousnass
of rejecting and spurmning & coalition betwesn vhite liberals ard the
Blacks. However, assessment and evaluation of the history of the
irvolvement of the white literal establishment in the Black struggle
have convinced us that vhite libernls have indesd been crimiomlly
responsible for arresting and aborting the struggle by p the role
of a« bplvark, & kind of buffer zone betveen the Blacks ite
system wvhich bas been oppressing us for centuries. In fact, to us,
the wvhite liberal establislsent is part and parcel of the vhite system;
indesd the driving force behind the white liberwl establishment's
imvolvement in the Black struggle is its desire to kill the revolution-
ary seal of the Black msses by promising them & “controlled” change
which will result in some rmystical, “mosaic” multi-racialism. This
milti-reacisalise is never defined precisely lest 1t reveal to Blacks
that it is nothing but & polished and sophisticated version of the
macist system vhich s been responsible for the deluwsanization of

in South Africa.

Isplications of comsunity projects in the context of Black
Conac looseess in South Africa

One of the basic tenets of Black Consclousness vhich SASD
has emphasized is the development of soclo—political mwmrencss amongst
Blacks ia South Africa, i.e., to sctivate the Black comsunity ioto
thinking sericusly and positively about the soclo—economic and palitical
problems that beset then in their country and to seek solutlons to
smancipate themselves froe these debumaniting shackles.
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This ails is to be achisved chiefly through comminity projecte
wvhich, as deviesd lril run by the Black Comsclousnces mvveent In South
l.l"rl.mi s desigred “to heighten the serae of mwmrencers and encuuMmE-
Jil.nm to become involved in the political, ecomrwmic aml swcinl A | ug—
“ment of the Black people”.

Thus SAS0 sees 1tsell as & training ground for future Rlack
leaders wvho will relate to the Black comsunity and will be capable

of asscsalng and directing the attitudes, goals and ssplrations of the
Black communlity.

Vicious vhits raciss and sassive economic exploitation has
placed upon the Black pecple s peychologioal yoke of despondency,
belplesaness and dependency wvhich kills the initiative, origimlity
and will of & people. Creative instincts and akills of Black people
bave not surfaced dus prisarily to the lack of opportunities but also
becaose they have come to rely on wvhites vho, Lronically, are thelr
oppressors and wvould not open wemnues Tor the soclal and political
Arvelopment of thelr victims, Ue have indeed, shockingly pertmps,
come to rely on wvhites even for our owm salwmtion.

It is for this reason that SASO and other Black Consclious-
ness soveoents sev it to take asn its ldeclogy one vhich heightens
the avareness and consciousness of the Black perople, and confronts
thes with the realities of thelr -1u.-tim, i1.e. thelr oppression
and exploitation.  Only in this way - LI S 3 R U L1
Black energies towvards the goal of Black liberation and emancip=ilon.

The concept of Black Consclousness implies the avarensas vy
the Black people of the power they vield as a grour, both economical Ly
and politically. Hfence group cobeslon and solidarity are lsportant
elementa of that ldeclogy, all the more so in viev of the “divide and
rule® colonial stmtegy practiced by the vhits establishment. Our
, endsavour, therefore, is to try to arouse the entire Black comsunity
to strive for its liberstion.

Thus the main als of our comsunity developmsst projects is
to inculcats in our people A senss of self-reliance, initiative and
solidarity that is essential in our struggle to free cursslves from
vhits reciss, ospitaliss, calonisliss and paychologloal servitude
inatilied in us Suring &1l these centuries of colonial esksculation,

One most, bowvevar, also be patient vhen one s imvolved In
commmity developsent geared towards ralsing consclousness and
palitical mmrensss. One should never assume that 1t is easy to

eradicate psychological attitudes which took the oppressor centuries
to cultivwate.
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Another probles we face In ur comsunity devi-lopment projrots
is in the area af comonication betvesn the community ond stadonts,
Perraps one of the urliecst aspects -~ oppression 18 tint the oppressr
systemtically cuts of f seaningful crsunication nmaesl the nupresoed .
In fact 1t 18 one of the sssent aLpeots of the nppressor’'s stmtegy
to heep the oppressed divided a allow crsunication asongst thes
iret they plot against him.

Thus polics armasssent. [ntioidation, btanning orders anc
wther means are employed to mmke 1t 4ifficult for the oppressed to
arpanite themselves, One must constantly fight agalnst lear which
is & ubiquitous fastar in the Black community and dogs even the most
ardent exponent of Black Consclousness.

It 1s fear founded on the realitlies of the situation - fear
of finding onesell on fobben Island or bamned - that has led to the
frightening silerces in the Black cammunity in South Africa. The régime
vastes no time ir. sustaining and perpetumting this fear in order to
preserve and perpetuate the status nuo. Indeed all the factors that
create this epidenailc fear in our corswunity have become Integral parts
af the sntire secletal structure in South Africa.

Black peopls know that the entire structurs is against them.
Hence It 18 not the individual vhits they are afmid of. It is the
entire racist monolithic vhite structure that has 1ynched, maimed and
exploited them,
= One 18 Umus faced with the problem of convincing our pecple
that despite the real and great hazards, ve oust do smething positive
about our fate: we have ta fight far our libermtion.

This 18 vhy wve try to corunicate with our people through
community projects rmther than inviting thes to a politioal discussion,
whichk they would often be afrald to attend., In this way we develop
rapport between them and ourselves. Once confldence has been bullt
up it becomes easier to talk about more fundamental fssues of liber-
atjon,

Indesd th basic raticmale behind our comsunity projects is
that community development is inherently libersting because it emables
a person to become awvare of the Imadequacy of his present altuation
and, moreover, it ermbles him to act or respond in such a way that he
will be able to bring about change In his situation.

We are svare of the fact that the greatest danger inherent
in all community development projects designed to bring about change
in the comsunity and to instil & sense of self-reliance 1s that these
projects may potentially become welfare projects. The basic difference
between wvelfare projects and projects oriented towards social action
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and self-reliance is that the foresr are based on the principle of
helping the victims to survive in the wvery situation that is responsible
for their cordition mather than attespting to assist the victles to
help thamssives. In other wvords. the main purpose of welfare project
is to alleviate the suffering r™mther than to eradicats the source ofti
erils, lellfare projects have never brought & revolution and they are
ot Likely to ignite one: in fact. they destroy and annihilate all
eleqnts necessary for a rewnlutinan,

Our community development projects on the other and are
desigred to inatil & sense of self-reliance and Initiative in our
prople., Thua the aim of our community developmsent programss is to -
prliticize and revitallize Black individuals to help them to delliver
themgelves from the sltuatiaon.

When ve talk of community development projecte, we mean projects
that will revolutiomlize and transfore the entire colonial capitalist
society in vhich wve live and thereby to destroy Forever the economic
exploitation and dependency of our people.

We have designed our community projects as oeans of assisting
our people to Find theaselves and alsn to create & conducive climmte
for creative rapport and cosmunion betueen Black students and the
Black community, & compunion that is essential for cur libermtion.

One of the most leportart ard essential aspects of our cormunity
development projects 18 & progrimme of leadership tmalning both for
the students and the community. In thls vay we try to give the parti-
cipants the basic theoretioal and practical skills of leadership in
dealing vith an oppressive and exploitative situation. This is in
fact political education. It alsc has the alm of sinimizing the
chances of our projects becoming wvelfare projects,

WYt we alvays keep in mind {e that the ;-oject must always
trrolve the community It is intended tu assist 1. ¢, we sust wvork
with the commmnity mather than for the comsunity.

Black political clisate in the 1960's and the formation of SASO

The of the African Matiomal Congress (ANC) and the
Fan African Congress (PAC) in 1960 and the Starpeville massacre of

the shms your brought about s certain amount of politioal quietness
the Black community for the major part of the 1960s. This quiet-
peritmps undarstandable vhen one takes into considemtion that
re no palitical organizations arcound which Black people could
. Other Black organisftions like the Non-Eurapean Unity

(WELM) 414 not have a large following.
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Jish the bannding and cutlswing of ANC and PAC, the Sharpeville
mssscyy and the subseguent mass arrests, trials, detentlon and
teprisormsat of Flack ‘eaders, Blacks bepan to feel that it wvac
futile for thes tc be:ow involved in politice. Fear and frustration
thareTore vas the deelmant mood of the 1960s, even though & number of
Blacks comtimeed to be arrested and tried for their political activities.
It was particularly on the student level, however, that there was stlill
some pulitioal activity, amd a rurber of Black student mssociations
wvere Toreed alter the anning of AMC amd PAT.

Theasr Black student assoclations, however, foresd along sectlon=
al golitical limes. For exarple, studente who owed alleglance to ANC
formed the African "*udents Asscclation (ASA) and those loyml to PAC
formed the African Students Unlen of South Africa (ASUEA). Stud=nta
wvhoss 1declogical affillations wvere those of HELH Foresed the Jurban
Stoderts Union (Matal) and the (Cape) Penilnsula Students Union: Lthese,
two later marged to form the Progressive Matiom]l Students Crganieation.

These assoclations sav theoselves a8 nitloml]l organitatlons
and, as such, concermned themselves with matloms] lssues. However,
the ldeclogioal differences of AMC, FAC and NEUM weres 8o acute as to
precluds any ldea of co-opemation nr aralgassticn. Thelr differences
also stemmed Trom relationships with the Matioms] Union of South African
Stodents (WUSAS). Both ASICA and the Progressive Mational Students
Organitation were faritlically opposed to any co—operation with the
whites. Pertmps the fact that for a long time Black atudents never
attalned amy strong end viable solldarity on the campuses wvas attribut-
able to these divided loyalties.

This alec led to & yowming lack of cowordination and progress
in the articulation cf the lnterests and aspimtions of Black students.
Purthermore, WSAS vas by no seans & spent Force among Black students
and commoded an appreciable following. Eventually, the differences
betwean ASA, ASUGA and the Progressive Natiomal Studemts CUrganization
coupled vith intimidation and rarmessrent of the leadership of these
associations by university suthorities and the police led to the
*collapss of both ASA and ASUEA,

With the establislment of separate universitiss for Blacks,
pariod of isclation ensued Tor Black students. Purthermore, none
thess aniversities vas allowed to have any contact with MUSAS, the
rtoderts association vhlch asmmed the role of & spokecman for
plight of Black students. This situation resulted in & good deal
frostration for Black students. Dogged by fear of victimization
sniversity suthorities and harmasssent by the security police and
colonies of informers, and in wiew of the geneml political apathy
perwading the entire Black comsunity, rany Black students resigned
thempélvres to acquiescence of the situation obtalning on the canpusrs
"and the comtry as & vhole,
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Thers was also grovwing disillusiorment amd didewlarteent with
MISAS, Concern wal expreissd that such organizations as WUSAS aml the
University Christian Hovement werw vhite—-domimmted and, as wuch, puid
very little attention to probless pertaining to the Black stulente
camunity. In fact, some people began to doubt the very corpetoace of
s pluralistic group to examine without bias problens affecting e
group, especlally wvhere the umaffected group 1s from the oppressor
camp, It was felt that & tlme had come wvhen Blacks hd to Joarreuinte
their own thinking unpolluted by idess smamating e a group with a
goad deal at stake in the status guo.

By 1967, there was a noticeable resurgence of political interest
amongst Black students while in the general Black comsunity the worc
politics wvas still considered a taboo. This then was the political

climate in the Black comsunity in 1968, vhen the South African Ztudents’
Organization (SASO) wvas formed.

The igpact of Black Consclousness on the South African
politioal scens,

The advent of Black Consclousness on the South African palitical
scene has had a tremendous Lepact on both whites amd Blacks.

For whites, the Black Consciousness movepenl represents the
imminent unleashing of black avalanche that is about to engull thew
and thereby upset the status quo. Whites fo.r that the "beautiful”
and "healthy” soclety which they believe they have so painstakingly
built around the “virtues” and "values” of a "superior”™ wvestern
civilization and culture will be destroyed.

Even the white libeéral establishment, traditionally assumed
to be the friend, ally and comrade of the oppressed Blacks, has been
shocked by the birth and growth of Black Consciousness. To the white
liberal establishment, Black Consclousncss is "bad” because It has
destroyed the basis of the soclety they clalmed they wvers attempting
to bulld. The Black Consclousness movement has destroyed the whole
peeudo-phi losopity of the so—called multi-racialiss. FPerhaps the anger
and Prostration of the wvhite liberal establishment and its hostile,
though somevimt subdued, reaction tovards the Black Consclouansss
movemert is understandable If one loocks at it from the polnt of view
of an sdvocate of sulti-racialism.

Indesd the first main focus of the attack by the Black
Conaciousness movement wvas the wvhite liberal establishment itsell
because we believed that 1t wvas the cause of the frustrationa that have
charscterized our struggle., Before the advent of Black Consclousneéss
the vhite 1iberal establishment, with & certain amount of arrogance,
arrogated to itself the role of the natural leader and pace setters
of the Black struggle in South Africa. The Black Consciocusness movenent
bas completely destroyed this myth. There is no doubt that the Black
stroggle will never again experlence the pangs inflicted by this group



of -l.rr_ll'- white "messiahs”. YWe mve alvays been comvinced that v
do not mred white liberuls to Purther cur struggle.

The impact of the Black Consciousness on tle gerneral wvhite
cosrnunity was on the wvhole even more devastating because Lo then 1t
was inconceivable that Blacks could organize themselrves so effectively
vithout the assistance of the vhite liberals wvho had alvays run the
affaire of Blacks, claiming to be the charplons of the Black cause
which, in any wmese, they never underatacd and they can A=ver urderstand.

Generally speaking, the reaction of the white comrunlity,
including the white liberal establisheent, has besn chamcterized by
the desire and determimnktion to emdicats the Black Consclousness sove-
ment. There are certaln indiviZual wvhites, hawever, wvho have tried to
accommodates thenselves Lo the existence of the Black Consciousness
movement, if only because they realized that the Black Consclousness
mrrement lme come to stay.

The Mailure of the vhites comsunity to uproot Black Conscliouansss
has been reflected In the masaive arrests of the exponents of Black
Conaciousness and thetrials and perescutions which are going =-n at
present 1n South Africa.

The imgact of Black Corscisusness on the Black cormunity has
also been tremendous. There is no doubt that Black Consclousness is
accepted by the bast rajority of the Black people. Although initislly
the response of the Black cosmurity wvas mnlxed, wve now enjoy sasslve
support amongst our people. The popularity of Black Consciousness
today is alsc reflected in the fact that even the rigime's stooges
ard puppets in the Bantustans are also parroting Black Consclousrness
because they realize that they lack the pover and resources to counter
the groving popularity of BElasck Consciousness.

Indeed Lhe popularity and the support enjoyed by the Black
Coneclouinesss movement is understandable because it van the only viable
poremerrt o emerge In the aftarmath of the Smrpeville sassacrs and
the outlering of the PAC and ANC. Ve are convinced tUhat despite the
present persecutions by the rigime. the Black Comsciousnsss moverent
will survive to witness the birth of Azania Ln South Africa,

We tave been attacked by certaln organizations and individuals,
but ve are convinced that wve are on the right track in our desire
to create & soclety in wvhich there will not be ary exploitation of man
by man and consequent aliemation of man from hinself.

Ancther point vhich should be mentioned is that the HBlack
Consciousness movement has played and contimues to;Ifyan important
raole in the resctivation of political awarencass amongst the Black
people in South Africa. This rule has been underplayed intermationally.
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Black Consciousness has come to stay and has becoms & political Torce
to reckon with., All the strikes that hawe occurred in the country
since 1970 are 4 reflection of the role being played, directly
indirectly, by the Black Consclouanesi movement,

Fimmlly, ve wvish to affire our beliel that mdical change
an’ transformmtion and the creation of an epalitarian society in South
Afriza and the birth of & proud Azanis can only came abaubl i ard whern
Blacks come together and form a united Black solidarity movement;
this is the objective wve have set for ourselves. The rejection and
exclusion from our ~ovement of all meabers from the enesy casp is
s precondition for this solidarity. In oyr endeavour to bulld this
solidarity, we will also bear in mind that the black stooges vho are
furthering the régise's Banmtustan policy and the mlkanization of our
country have chosen to become appendages of the vhite oppressive power
structure and, as such, they have no place In this Black solidarity.

Sc we In the Black Consclousnsss sovement are determlned to
mrch forvard., Forvard ve are marching; forvard ve sust sarch and
wve will contimue to march unti]l we achleve our victory. Tiee is on
our side and victory asmur=dly ours.
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