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Foreword

Apartheid 15 a word used to describe a pelitical policy of racial
segregation, The word was colned as an election slogan for the Natlanal
Party of South Africa, which won the 1948 general election. It actually
Implies racial segregation in all aspects of life: from housing to general
public soclal welfare and
pulitics. In this book the contributars discuss the political aspects of
apartheid. During the twenty-eight years of National Party rule in
South A{raca the terminelogy has been altered to accomodate what can
be d as 'better articulation of policy”. The cument
allnclak term ls tharefore ‘separate development’, which implies equal
but seporate advancement of the “South African nations” palitically,
economically and otherwise.

In pursuance of thB poncv. lha ‘White South African Government has.

and for the political oecupation of the
black popu!a:hm Thess bndl&e include Tribal Authorities. Regional
Auth Territorial - Auth Urban Bantu Councils, Local
Advisory Boards, Coloured and Indian Local Affairs Committess,
Coloursd  Parsons’ Representative  Council, South African  Indian
Council. ete.,

Such bodies, although they have always been promotsd by the
various white regimes that have ruled SuuLh Africa in the past, have,
as has been indi above, been d d and with 8
greater sense of purpose by the Government of the Nationalist Party
which came to power under the leadership of Dr D. F. Malan in 1948. It
has since grown stranger under the astute hands of later leaders like
Hendrick Verwoerd and the current Prime Minister John Vorster.

The history of government crested political institutions for Blacks
dates back to the British South African rule of the ninsetenth century.
The numerous British celanial governors had various approaches to the
selution of the politicsl question regarding the South African Blacks.
The likes of Benjamin d'Urban and Harry Smith believed in conguering
the African tribes and the Chiefs inta ing the activities
and behaviour of thelr own people. Later governars like Georga Gray
who believed in economic and cultural domination of the indigenous
population by the settlers, sought to bring the Europeans and the
Adricans into closer contact in work and in general fiving, so that the
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latter could leam the farming practices and the culture of the former.

adopt white civilisstion and cease to be a threat to security, It was in

pursuance of such ideas that the newtralising economic suicide of the

mncap-mm“mm and a gradusl reconstruction
native

upen.
‘When Cecil John Rhodes came into the picture, he saw the noed to
develop both approaches, with & strong accent on white political
cantrol over the nathve Africans. He apparently belleved in the redirect-
ion of African enorgy as well as white control of the African power
which lay in chiefs. He is quoted to have said; “The natives have had in
the past an interesting employment for their minds in going to war and
consulting in their councils as to war. But...wo have taken away all
that employmant from them. .. What one feels is that there are questions

on these matters in the building of the roads and bridges, the making of
plantations, and other such works..."

In the implemantation of his views, Rhodes proposed. in the Glen
Grey Bill of 1894, the establishment of district councils. ., “to employ
their {African) minds on simple questions in connection with local
affairs...." which weore called Bungss. Although the Glen Grey Act
was meant for tha Glen Grey district, the mm became so effective
that it was applied In many other ‘native resarves”. Let it be noted that
m“wmahrumwwmrmm

croated to the
days of Cecil Rhotes, |mmmmmmm
no forward i the of

sorting out probk amangst th J and
themsalves into & united power that could deal with the r\nllw problam’.
D poriod, P black political ing developed ful,
Ithough the vari inued to fight,

political issuos a4 they whected them. The Indian section engaged in
organised political activity as early as 1894 with the formation of the
Nanal Incisn Congress which was founded under the leadershin of a
young Indian laowyer, Mahatma Gandhi. The Coloured section, which had
soquired the vote in the Cape Colony, formed o political party cafled
the African Poople’s Organisation in 1903, The Alrican section re-
mained for a long time largely unomganised in any unity in their efforts.
However, with the unity moves in the white ranks culminating in the
Union of South Africa Act, the Africans took steps to unite national
opinion. In 1812, the South African Mative National Congress, which
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was later renamed the African Natlonal Congress, was formed, This.
became the main political platform for Africans in the country for many
years.

Further of i Political
Platforms for Africans

iIn the Cape Province, some Africans, who qualified for the franchise
under the old Cape colonial political system, were registered as volers.
In 1936 there wera some 11 000 rogistered voters when the Govern-
ment passed the Mative Representation Act which stopped further
registration of Cape African voters. This provided for Africans in
South Africa to elect, by Indirect means, four white members of the
Senate. In the Cape Provincial elections, the Africans would be placed
on a separate roll and would be entitled to two white representatives on
the provincial council, In adduion the Act established the South
African  Native Council of twenty-two
members, including the Minister of Native Affairs as Chalrman, Five of
the remaining twenty-cne would be white Native Commissioners.

The remaining sixteen were Africans, twelve elected and four
nominated by the Governgr General. The election of the twelve was
westad in electoral colleges isting of chiefs, and
of district councils and wrban location advisory boards.

According to the Act, this Notive Hwenmlve Councll hacE an

advisory status to the g an

Africans. The NRC i in ion wntil it was abolished by the

Malan Mational Parly Gwemment which came into power in 1848,
The 1851 Bantu Auth Act the i of

the control and power of tribal chiefs, It provided for the establishment
of
{a) tibal authorities which centred around chiefs and headmen of
s ol s

{b) regional authorities, composed of a number of tribal autherities
of mwgiens with challman appointed by the State Pns»dsm of
South Africa; a senior ar chiaf usually
as chairman;

{c}  territorial authorities appolnied from amang regional authorities,

to liaze with the South African Government. Thess structuras

hed powers to advise the Government on matters affecting
their localities and they were also responsible for managing
and establishing schoals, building and repairing roads, bridges,
dams, combating soll erosion, atc.

to this devel intad

the P a

to look into ic, social, political and administrative
matters affecting Africans. The report of this Commission (Tomlinson
Commission) was published in 1954, The Commission said, inter alia,
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that a choice would have to be made by white South Africa betweon
two ultimate poles, namely that of complete integration and that of
ssparal]on. wlm regard tn ma le main raml groups’ {Europeans and
of the latter choice,
It ullad fw full scale damupmanl of \he nalwe reserves. According to
its the C the of a total
population of ten million people in the reserves by 1979-84. OF this
number, it was estimated that eight millicn would be dependant for
their existence on activities within the reserves, and two million on
activities in the white sector.

“If the Baniu areas are not developed, tha Eumgun sector will

y have to ate a Bantu I of about

mnllmn at the close of this century”, said the Commission, It therefora
recommanded the consolidatien of the reserves into homelands on the
basis of ‘the principal ethnic groups.’

The report concluded: 'The choice is clear, sither the challenge must
be d, or, the i of the | ion of the
Bantu and Europenn populaticn grnups into a common sockety, must
be endured.”

This message, together with the recommendation that the reserves
must be developed into political sects sccording to tribal affilliations,
heralded the i ion of the B which were
versions of the origingl territorial authorities. The first one, which was
set up as an experiment in 1963 was the Transkei,

The pattern o{composman ofthe Transkei Legislative Assembly, which
was d in the aof ather
portrayed the role of tribal chiefs as trustees of government policy. In the
Legislative Assembly there was a majority of sixty-four chiefs and a mino-
rity of forty-five elected members. Paramount chiefs retalned their seats
indefinitely, whilst the other chiefs, ing to the 1967 |
to the Act, were elected by the chiefs themselves, to retain their seats for
the duration of the Legislative Assembly, a period of five years, Because
of the fact that they are on the state pay-roll the chiefs have always
enjoyed the trust of the Government, It was as a result of this that they
were always put | in the fnrs front when it came 1o ensuring the success
of g i for Africans. It shall be re-
memhamd that this came out clearly in the composition of the Native
Representative Council, whose members were elected by electoral
colleges d of chiefs, head| and of district councils
and focation advisory boards. This pattern will apparently be changed
whan the awemment palicy reaches its logical cun:lumon on the

by B The draft ion of the
proposed mdependem Republic of the Transkei allows for & Parfiament
of seventy-five chiefs and seventy-five elected members with no
majority of elected members.

Today there are eight fully functional Bantustans in the country,
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namely Transkel, Ciskei, OQwagwa, BophuthaTswana, Kwa-Zulu,
Lebowa, Venda and Gazankulu. Swazi and Ndebele Bantustans are
yet to be established,

The of G Created P
for Colourads

In the Cape Colony, befare the Linlnn of South Africa was as:ahhsha:l.
the Coloured Aricans and P
the franchise subject to certain and i i
The Cape delegates to the white national comranlmn that resolved the
Union, insisted on the of their in

the Union constitution. A Hertzog move to scrap Colourad voters from the
common roll and set up a separata roll was thwarted and they continuad
to exercise their vote. It is ﬂ!pclrud Ihal the influsnce of thesa votars
was i in twenty-fi ies and decisiva in saven,

When the Nationalist Party came to power with their clear-cut
apartheid policy, they attempted to remove the Coloured voters from the
commaon roll, but because the Mationalists did mot have an overall
majarity in Perlisment, they could not effect the constitutional change
that needed two-thirds majority consent. In rataliation, the Government
proposed to effect the decision by simple parliamentary majority, which
mowve was declsred unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, where-
upon the government set up a special court, the High Court of Parliament,
with powers to overide tha Supreme Court. In 1956 the governmeant
inflated the number of Senators with its supporters to obtain 8 two-
thirds majority and was able to abolish the Coloured voters from the
common foll without vielating the constitution. The Separate Re-
presentation of Voters Act of 1956 was passed. estabduahmg a separata
roll which returned four white b
Coloureds In the Cape, It alsa provided for the clemlnn of an appu.nmd
Coloured Councll with advisory powers on matters affecting the
Coloured community.

In 1968 the separate roll and Coloured represantation by four Whites
in Parliament was terminated, The Coloured Pessons Representative
Council was then enlarged to consist of forty elecied and twenty
nominated members. The term of office of the Council was five years,
with its Chairman nominated by the State President, To take care of day-
to-day administrative duties, provision was made for an Executive
Committes of five members to ba set up, the Chairman of which would
be nominated by the State President. The remalning four members
would be elected by the Council from amongst themselves, The
South African Government had, for the first time, created a special
arena for the satistion of Coloured political aspirations. Local Affairs
Committees were also created to take care of local administrative
problams.




The of Created Political Platforms
for Indians

In the second half of the nineteenth century, Indians were brought to
South Africa in large numbers, to waork in the Natal sugar plantations as
indentured fabour. For many years, the South African rulers refused to
recognise the Indians as an integral part of the South African community,
although in terms of the pre-Union of South Africa franchise policy of
Matal, a few tens of them qualified for the vote, In 1807 there were ane
hundred and fitty Indian voters in Natal. When the Union was enacted,
no provision was made for Indian political representation.

The Immigrants Regulation Act of 1913 and the Indian Relief Act
of 1914 imposed slrlct contrels on Indian immigration 1o South Africa,
and at the same tima a system of In
1246 the Asian Land Tenure and Indian Representation Acts were
pagsed providing for Indians to e]act threa Whllﬁ to represent them in
F The indian Ci these elec-
tions. Subsequently the Mational Party abolished Itus represantation
when it came to power in 1948,

In 1961 a Government Department of Indian Affairs was established
and in 1864 the South African Indian Council was created. The latter
was an appointed body which had an advisory status to act as a link
between the Indian Affairs Minister and the Indian community as a
whole. In 1968, the South African Indian Council was made a statu-
tory body. It consisted of not more than twenty-five members, nominated
by the Minister of Indian Affairs for a three year term on a provincial
basis, in such a proportion es the Minister deemed equitable. The
Council could elect its own chai An E ive C i of five
mambers would take care of day-to-day duties. Its chairman would ba
appointed by the Minister and the remaining four members would be
elocted by the Council from amongst themselves.

In 1974 the South African Indian Council was reorganised to a
membership of thirty. Fifteen of these members were nominated by the
Minister, and the other fifteen elected by electoral collages t.onsisting
of Indian Local Affairs C. i This itted a total
voting electorate of about four hundred people on baha[l' of the whale
South African Indian Community,

Black Political Activity Outside Government Institutions

As has already been indicated, organised political action by Blacks in
this country dates back to the last century, when Mahatma Gandhi
founded the Matal Im:llan Cnngmss Hclwavsl there had never raally
been any
created for Blacks until 1935 WhBﬂ the Bill Fclr the establishment of the
Mative Representative Council was introduced. African opinion was
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On the Indian front, the efforts of Mahatma Gandhi's grandson-in-
law, Mewa Ramgobin, brought about the revival of the defunct Naf.sl
Indian Congress which came up in ition to Indians P
the government-created South African Indian Council. Howsver, the
Iru:llen Ccmgmss opposed maanlv the Indian Council, and offered no

1o other g i created for Blacks. As a
result of this, the Congress has enjoyed very healthy relations with
Bantustan leaders like Gatsha Buthelezi, Hector Necokazi, Collins
Ramusi, and Coloured Labour Party leaders who operate within the
Coloured Representative Council.

From the day of its birth, the Black People’s Convention, which
embraces under its banner all those Seuth African citizens who are by
law or tradition discriminated against socially, politically and econo-
mically in this country, resolved to fight the influence of government
Institutions which they believed to bring about and promote tribal
divisions and ethnic loyalties at the expense of national unity. Today
there are at least three streams of opinion on the question regarding
government institutions roughly grouped as those of people who
Imbibe the separate development policy of the rulers as it is, those who
are basically opposed to it, but choose to oppose it from within, and
lastly those whao are 101ally opposed 1o the idea and do not want to have
anything to do with the institutions. Those whao fall under the middle
group can further be classified into at least two groups. First, those who
would not llke to see apartheid develop any further, but are afraid to
take a strong pnnmp]ed smnd on this issue. These are usuaily s\fmpatha-
tic to igned and ised by the
lot, and they often openly declare their admiration. The second group
also would not like to see apartheid flourish, They know what could
reasonably be expected of them in respect of this issue—with their
otherwise good leadership qualities. This lot hates the guts of the non-
collaborators and will take svery possible opportunity to do them down.
It can parthaps be said that this group feels conscious-pricked by thess
often younger principled non-collaborators who keep calling an them
10 wi from the go

As has already baen said, since the admnt oIr lhe sback Conscious-
ness over
institutions has baen growing, anvd has often taken heugms of mud-
slinging. In view of this, and with the desire 1o have the cases for and
against participation printed in black and white for posterity and the
world 1o see and to make their own jud the C.

Department of the Black C: F a

which was held &t Koinonia Conference Centre, Botha's Hill, Natal, on
16-18 Jenuary, 1976, Some black South A!ncana were asked to
prepare papers on their views ding the ol

institutions, while a number of others were requested to amand for the
purpose of participating in ensuing debatss,
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The pepers that make up this book are in fact, papers that wers
given at Keinonia, | wish 1o take the opportunity at this stage, to very
much thank these fellow countrymen who saw the need for their views
10 be aired, believing of coursa, that their views are to a greater or
fesser extent, representative of the thmklng of sections of black South
Afncans wh ke up the of ferrad to earlier on. | wish
to thank with much feeling, all the people that took the trouble to attend
the sympesium and promote the discussions 1o the levels that they
reached.

1 hope that the views given in this book will be good enough food
for thought, 1o clarily the curious minds of scholars and to give the
necessary information to those who are keen to follow black political
activities in South Africa,

Thoko Mbanjwa
Editar
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Hewever, at the second general election which was early in 1875,
the Labour Party came out with a massive victory of thirty-one seats,
which guarantesd them majority even in the event of the Government
nominating the other twenty from any other party, This victory was very
significant in that the Labour Party had campaigned on a popular
tickat of boycott. They promised to close down the CRC if they were
elected. Immediately after the results of the election had become known
Mr David Curry said that the victory of the Labour Party was an emphatic
endorsement by the electorate of their militant policy of boycott and
confrontation,

The whaole story changed when the Coloured Affairs Minister intro-
duced a Bill amending the CRC Act 1o empower the Minister in certain
circumstances to exercise or parform, or cause to be exercised or to be

rfi d, the powers, { i or duties of the CRC or its Executive,
aor the Chairman of the Executive, and to provide for matters connected
with it, At this stage the Labour Party leader Sonny Leon announced
that in view of the contentious Bill, the party would now “stay put to
destroy the CRC from within;” which was not different from the original
palicy of using the CAC to expose the Government's policy of separate
development,

After this decision, Mr Curry became a member of the Executive
Committee of the Coloured Representative Council, until early 1976
when the Executive all resigned in the wake of Chairman Sonny
Lean's expulsion from his job by the Minister of Coloured Affairs. The
crisis started when Mr Leon refused to pass the budgst voted for the
CRC by the Government. Ha was expected to endorse it He refused on
the grounds that It was a discriminatory budget, The Minister then
announced the name of 8 nominated member, Mrs Alathea Jansen,
as the new Chairman of the Executive, In his paper, Mr Curry makes

a case for continuad icipation in the of
Gavernment,
J. N. Reddy

Mr J. N, Reddy, the managing director of the Indian controlled New

i Bank, was i as Chairman of the Executive Com-

mittee of the South African Indian Council with effect from 1874,

He had been acting as Chairman since the death of Chairman A. M.
Rajab in 1973, He has remained at the head of the affairs of the South
African Indian Council. He believes that Indians ought to be given an

ity to develop politis like other racial groups, within the
ambit of Government policy. His paper outlines his views on this
1s5u8.




Mamphala Ramphale
Dr M. A. Ramphale hcummlymhuum Capa Bumhinnmnnt

the Biack C Ltd—a

agency with hoad- ulllu in Durban. Dr Ramphele qualified as a

medical proctitionsr from Natal Medical school in 1872, after a very

active student life, Sho was one of the founder mombars of the South




Bantustans
H. 8. NCOKAZI

| think it is most appropriate that when we analyse the Bantustan
‘concept we should not omit to eveluate its soclal economic and political
variations and to study closely the activities of those who are in-
extricably committed to the concapt and those who are partly essociat-
ad with it.

Introduction

The introduced by Dr W, F. Verwoerd in
1958 by means of the Promotion which
brought about these B According 10 Dr Vi d. creating

these Government Councils was an attempt to develop the Bantus
along their own lines, sccording to their customs and traditions.
Furthermaore, though this proved false in tha final analysis. the Whitss
ware giving niu:h the highest democratic right namaly that of electing
thair o their G that would rule without
the inerfarence of Pnl.orll They further fauded this concept as an
atiempt to give recognition 1o tha bl existence of differant races

dentity, WETE Epecious arguments
were used 10 give moral and political justification to this diabolical
policy of separation. argumeants and schemes counter-
i this
concept snd besnded it as a dummy destined to per-

liberation  movema before 1960 now had to be Bantusisn
lsadars—some in total disaffection and rovalt.
Origin

It s interasting to note that the initistor of these political institutions
wummnmnmﬂ- Ibobiarve but that arch-

smonoously
imperiafist. Cecil John Rhodes. ex-Premier of South Africa. In moving
4



the Glen Grey Bill in 1894 which brought about the first Bunga and
which later became Bantu Authaority and finally Bantustan, he said with
brutal frankness:

“We have given the natives no share in the Government and rightly
too... We don't teach them the dignity of labour, and they simply loaf
about in sloth and laziness.... Now, | say the Natives are children. They
are emerging from barbarism. | will only give them powers to bulld
roads and bridges, construct dams and plant trees, This is a propesition
submitted to provide them with district Councils in order to employ
their minds on simple questions in connection with local affairs.”
{Vindex, Cecil Rhodes—His Political Life and Speeches)

The Whites of South Africa be they racists or imperialists should give
Cecil Rhodes a special credit for formulating this iniquitous policy of
“divide and rule” to protect their position of power and privilege.
As a result of this dispensation the black people were dragooned to
participate actively in the politics of planting trees and bullding dams.
F this clearly il the naked savagery and callous

of British iali The basic rationale behind this
policy was to keep the Africans palitically in the lowest gutters of
abysmal darkness and 1o make them scavengers that would feed on the
crumbs from the white man’s teble. After fifty years of palitical evolution
thesa Bungas bocame Teritorial Authorities and later Bantustans. In
these Bantustans Chisftainship was made the fulcrum of future political
evolution and the black people were forced to live in these dry, under-
developed homelands and were fenced in under the rehabilitation
scheme. Thess today are reservoirs for cheap labour where misery,
poverty and frustration dominate the daily life of the people. Even today
in the Transkei, many people in some areas prafer to die rather than be
fenced in against their will in their own country. Although these Territa-
rial Authorities have now been elevsted to salf governing mini-states,
novertheless, there still is no marked devistion from Cecil Rhodes
ariginal conception of this scheme, Trees are stlll planted on a large
scale, dams, roads and bridges are also some of the maln responsibilities
of these governments. In the Transkei in particular beerhalls {Jabulani)
have been built in profusion to drown the frustration of the African
people. The Bantustans of today are built on the Bunga designs of
yesleryear,

Paolitically Emasculated

By putting politi and i illiterate tribal chiefs
on the forefront of administration invariably this concept Is designed to
windowdress the racial policy of South Africa and ensure the perpetual
domination of South Africa by the Whitas. In all thesa pseudo-parliaments,
chiefs are in the majority and this has been conveniently done bocause
itis common knowledge that independent thinking people are against
government palicies, Therefore Cecil Rhodes dream of forcing the Natives
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1o employ their minds on simpl i fion with local affales
has been realized. In leﬂllarlss lke the Transkel, the peopla’s free paﬂlcal
expression is curtailed by the under Pre

400 which has been keeping the Transkei undar a state of emergancy
for fifteen years, Even this coming independence is not wanted by the
people but because they cannot voice their protests without a govern-
ment permit they just swallow it, bitter though it is. Permission for
holding meetings must be obtained from the “chief, sub-chief, Native
Commissioner or any officer of the 5.A. Defence force.” Furthermore in
tarms of this Proclamation people must not make statements verbally or
in writing lhsl wllt »ndermlne exlsllng suthority of cause any person Ia

by these parliaments must get the assent of thesme President of South
Africa i Coloured Leb-
wor Party and we are desply i that if the parties
opposed to the Government policy would win the elections, than the
white Government would step in to usurp the parliamentary powers
from thoss mandated to destroy thess Councils, To prove that the
Pretoria Government are not prepared to qus their puppets |n the
lurch, ane leader’s of WS
by the Supreme Court because he intimidated the voters during the
alections and in spite of that he was given a high Influential post,
spacially created for him, using the house and car he used whean he was
still the leadar of All thi to fulfill the leadars’
prayers, "Give us each day our daily benefits and sach month our
manthly salaries, thy will ks done in these Bantustans as it is in Pratoria.”
Although these people are singing political lullabies for the Govem-
ment, nevertheless, sullenly the people are resisting the forces of
oppression and the bandwagon of the black struggle is maving with
unrelenting passion towerds & United Democratic South Africa where
none shall prey on the weakness of the others and where the Govern-
ment will be based on the will of the majority regardiess of race, colour
or creed,

Economically Exploitod

The exploitation of the Blacks by the Whites is the reason and
muotivating force behind every discriminatory law and practice in South
Africa. This has been pursued with se much ardour and consistency
that it has brought poverty 1o black families wha in the last generation
were considered wealthy, whila it hes secured undeserved wealth 1o
white families whao in the last genaration were termed “Poor Whites”.
Just a8 much exploitation has been the reason lordlscnmma:mn 5o has
also been the reason and i g force for and
on the part of the black man,

At first, it was struggle for land which is a basic commeodity in any
economy. Then the land questsion was settled mainly through violence
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with and ch in favour of the Whites, When
the question of po i military as decided it was
then possibie 10 bullmss and fonify with lsws what had in fact besn
acquired by force of arms. The laws went beyond issues relating to the
land to cover mvery other aspect of economic activity in South Africa,
Some of the land laws which have sought to extend physical disposss-
ssion and meke it & permanent feature are Louis Botha's “Native Land
Act of 1913 and Hertzog's Mative Land and Trust Act of 1936", Tha
Bantustans which constitute the basis of Separate Development are
demarcated in accordance with the above Acts.

In terms of the 1936 Act, 7,260,000 morgen of land were to ba
acquired by the Banmu Trust. This amount of land has not yet been
acquired. Whan all the land promised under the 1936 Act has been
sequired, thase Bantustans will then amount to 13% of the Republic.
At that stage the Bantustans will heve bean proporly consolidated inte
more cohesive blocs or “continuous homelands”™,

Tha following can serve 1o illustrate the difficulties faced by small
struggling black business men dealing with the Xhosa Development
Corporation, First of all, monies are lent out on 7% interest. which
compaunds the balance on a monthly basis. Hypothetically, it implies
something like this: a men borows AZ00 from Xhosa Development
Corporation, and before he actually receives the cash, 7% is deducted.
In other words he receives R186-00 instoad of R200. On the first month
he pays RB0 instalment. trying 1o liglodete his balance: whereupon he
is laft with A135 +7T% which raises the balance to +R146. This
happens every month until he finishes the account.

In the Bantustans, and in splte of official promises and propagands to
he contrary, pacpla have become poorer ever the years. All the attampts
20 far to undertaks to develop thi ic potential of th have
turned cut to be nothing else but sinister machines aimed at permanantly
securing the economic dependence of the Blacks on the Whites ond a
permanent source of labouor for the Republic. Economically the Bantu-
stans will remain non-viable client states under the control of the
Republic of South Africa, Mr A, W. Maree, who was the Cabinat
Minister in 1966, was repored to have said:

“Tha economic necessity of maintaining close tiea with Sauth Africa
s the greatest that salf Bantu would
follow as policy of good naighbourliness towards white South Alrica,
&ven when they achisved Indopendence. The Bantu realised that if thay
ware to seek alllances with Aussia or Red China, the Republc could
ciose its borders with them and this would mean their economic un-
doinp.” (Cape Argus; 10.3.66)

This clearly (lustrates the arrogant attitude of the architects of
this design of Separate Development towards their own political
creations,

In the industrial concerns run by govemmant backed corporations
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like Xhoss Development Corporation as is the case in most business
eutablishmants all over South Africa, if a man complains about anything
affecting his wall being as @ person, he is dismissed and his place sssily
fillad bocauss thousands of jobless people are ever found recumbant on
the verdant turl surrounding the offices of the personnel divislons of
thess corporstions. This s & sory situation where you find people

“If the frunt of economic growth in South Alrica continues to go
primarily 1o the Whites, as it has dona in the past, then our country faces
an wxplosive, not & peaceful future.”

Socially Degraded
Marny tesettlsment camps have been built In some If not all of the
Bantustans whore fiving under appall mlm@lﬁm&m

mmmm‘mmmmucuwmmnum
essentinl that apartheld must be mmnlnod ot all couts to protect

white cultural values against being adul o by black back i
Amaong the white bloc there are le:h. Englllh Gtrminl. Jows and
Boers, but we never hear of any F e,

They are all united agalnst the black man and thelr cultural diversity s
trampled undarfoot, One mare irenical feature in the Bantustans, is that
hatels, post offices, waiting rooms and hospitals are racially segregated
for the glory and comiort of the white man,
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The Role of Fabians and Liberals

It is important to note that the role of the abovs in bringing about
these Bantustans is quite magnificent by virtue of belonging to the
oppressing, ruling class. They are emoneously taken by many 1o ba
champions of the black cause whareas they have social economic
interest lying in the ruling class. Through their mast powerul news
media they have built Bantustan personalities, and thereby sM.'sd the
public attention from the Mand Tambos and
Bantustan leaders who have been approved by the Gamnmsm. They
have even prevailed on some, to sign declarations of faith in order to
cadge up votes for their political parties. They invite these leaders to
cocktail parties and also to address their academic meetings. They
also cajoled the Government created leaders 1o accept the fact that
these Bantustans have reached the point of no return and that they are
irreversible. The now commenly used term of “Homeland™ to describa
these Bantustans was coined by these amicable-do-goodars, Note what
one seif pmﬁalmed liberal said in one of hls e:ﬁlanals in hls paper about
the i ranskei Chief is prag-
matically right, the practical benefits 10 |he Transkei are indisputable,
Costly buildings are going up. Pretoria is pumping more money into the
tarritary than it would have done. Chiel Matanzima can claim credit for
these atainments.” (Dally Dispateh: 4,10.75)

Even Cecil Rhodes and Verwoerd would not express thase senti-
ments in favour of the Transkei so eloquently. OF course this is now
clear that the prime responsibility of these liberals is to condition the
oppressed to oppression. In South Africa they build these Bantustan
personalities to create the false méntal attitude of acceptance of the
status quo by the dispossessed masses of South Africa,

Bantustan Leaders
These are the people who have facitly and expressly accepted the
balkanisstion of South Africa into Bantustans by:—
1. Enjoying all the benefits that accrue in the position they hold in
these and F
2. Accepting discriminatary budgets drawn by the white Govern-
ment to further their nefarlous political schemes. (V8. alf the
of these parli are ineluded of which
side of the paoiitical spectrum they stand because they all
constitute these psriaments.)
These are the people who have dacided willingly to put themselves
at the sarvice of the Government against the interests of the people, |
say wumnaiv nuruuselv becuuse there s na law in South Africa that

forces the i thesa Parli To put it blumtly,
these people hwa committed a serious crime against black
by a toy a that is




inding the poor def 1 victims of this vicious system
into ith These lled leaders are comtrolled in
their by the Chief of the black people

people who is the Minister of Bantu Administration and
Development, They must observe the rules of protocal, They operate
through pariamentary machinery and as such their economic and
political ventures must be approved by the State President, To say
they are the puppets of the Republican Govesnment would not be
speaking derogatively of them because truly they are, and thay will
remain so till they move out of the political system designed to keep us
in darkness.

In 1973 they called a Summit Conference at Umtata for the purpose
of co-ordinating palitical stretegies and there it was resolved that on
matters of consolidation and lndapendenc& they would ouﬂsult ong

another, L { ta honour the pi of
Plvtona lhsn the ideals of th fellow Bamtustanians by opting for
without them. Mow the bandwagon of

solidarity which they wasted their time in building is now staggering
in the shallows and on the Transksl Indeoendem:n dav it will ground on
the rocks of political prafer
Pratorla while the others pmfsr Prografs, uberals and Saps. The
Transkel envoys have also swelled the ranks of these leaders. Thoy are
gaing to defend government policies sbroad and are 1o be attached to
the South African Information Department offices in London, Mew
Yark, Paris, Bonn, and Pretoria, Thf:sc are the leaders that are boosted
by the South African B and by the
Pretoria Government to delay the mamem of truth for South Africa,

Alternatives to Bantustans

What we need today s to pool our resources and to hamess our
energies for the political streggle of the Black man and to build a srong
militant front against racial discrimination. We need today & dynamic
federal organisation whera the people will be knit together inmo a
compact unit, 8 fighting force, We must arouse the noliln:a[ con-
sciousness of our people by ing outside thesa d
If this can be done it can only take three manths for the whlle pecple 1o
come to terms and it can beckon the beginnning of the end of white
domination,

I strongly recommend that all the political paities in these Bantustans
must be conscientized and forced to affiliate themselves 1o a national
mevement thereby engaging in serious politics. If we geace theso
Parliaments by our presence then we must know we are perpetusting
our slavery, and posterity will spit at our graves, We must know there
is no liberation without sacrifice and no national horour without
national service and by destroying these Bantustans we shall lose
nothing but our chains,
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The Coloured Persons
Representative Council

D. M. G. CURRY

It is indeed both a pleasure and an honour to present a paper at this
sominar, Needless to say, the Labour Party of South Africa, of which |
am a member, is desply involved in the controversy facing black people.
We as a political porty are working within the framewaork of saparate
development and our party members serve on the Coloured Persons
Representative Council,

It will be mecessary for me to use the word ‘coloured’ for the
purposa of this paper so that it can be clearly seen how we as a group of
people classified ‘coloured’ fit into the scheme of things. | regard
mysalf as 8 member of the black community as | em obviously not a
whita person, | further abhor the word "non-white’ as | em not a ‘non’
of white. | am a person, a South .N‘nr.an citizen, Whan usmg the word
Biack | refer fally to all | puople not ifind a5 wihite.

Confusion exists regarding the position in which black people find
themselves. It is about time that we examine our society because our
situation is not a closed one with no exits, for even limited situations
can be transformed into avenues 1o freedom, We have to see how the
white man still applies the maxim to divide and rule, so that black
groups fight one another instead of the common enemy. Because of
infighting our efforts become nullified and this prevents constructive
action.

It is a fect that the “coloured” people fit into & somewhat differant
position because of historical reasons. We did not create the situation
but were born into it. The difference of skin colour is & fact and this
affects the situation in South Africa. To argue that it is not there is o
pretend that we are all engaged in a masquerade. There are differences
in our society, but the real [ssue in South Africa is not whether thers
may or may not be some differences (between roces or groups) but
whether there are differences of an order so great that they must be

in the of & d it society.
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It is my firm opinion that the differsnces | am speaking about are of
minar importance and the things we have in common are of major
importance. It is on what we have in common that we can build a now
society: an open, just and truly democsatic society.

It ks the white man's sole purpose to emphasise and re-emphasisa the
differences go that black people will really begin to believe what the
white man says about-them, For too long have thess differences been
preached from the hill tops, so that they have even been legislated into
the statute books. | beliove that Indian, African and coloured people can
take their place as leaders in a truly united South Africa. For too long
others have spoken for us, It is about time that we spoke lor oursefves.
Often, in-fighting takes place because of misunderstanding, and because
we will not approach one another with open minds.

The coloured man suffers mare from loss of identity than his fellow
black brothers in oppression. Coloured people come from slavery, and
slavery, more than anything else, has shaped and re-shaped the person-
ality of both biack and whita in this country. Nearly two hundred years of
slavary have had its effects on our personality. Our persons, our minds,
our very beings were and into
Because slaves were men of colour and slave masters white men, a new
social structure was created in South Africa, The total South African
nation was born with a congenital defect, Racism became a way of life
and all values in this country were governed by the colour of & man's
skin. It is interesting to read literature regarding the Nazl concentration
camps so that it can be seen what offect these camps had in the human
personality. The paraliels batween the concentration camp and the
slave farm can be clearly pointed out It can be seen how Nazi con-
centration camps, just like slavery, changed the parsonality of prisoners
who survived, Then it also becomes clear how slavery altered the
persenality of the slaves who were brought here and shaped the
character of slaves born in South Africa.

The concentration camp was not & perverted slave system. It was also,
‘what is less obvious, a p d Its product,
wiss g like the ni h century il of the slave
(and this can even be said of black peaple today in this country). He
is dependant on the white man, dependent on guldance and direction
even for the p of his most indi Apart
from this ion, he has the of a child,

The most striking aspects of the concentration camp was the in-
mates’ behaviour. What was ‘characteristic’ of them was their ‘child-
like quality”. Many inmates—among them mature, indepandent, highly
into fawning, servile, dependent
children, Thls childlike behaviour, moreover, was in part a reflection or
an even fundamental change in which some prisoners identified them-
selves with thelr 55 Gestapo guards and accepted the Gestapo's
value system. Even Jewish prisoners became anti-Semitic, To all
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these men, reduced to lete and childish d oh upan their
masters, the 55 guards had become the father symbol, for they were
in every way dependent upon the guards as infants are upon their
pargnts. The prisoners were reminded, hour after hour, that the guards
had power of life or death ever them. The result was curiously to lead the
prisoner to identify himeelf with the guard instead of hating him.

In a system as tightly closed as the slave farm or the concentration
camp, the slave’s or the prisoner's position of absolute dependence
virtually compelled him to see the authority-figure as someone really
‘good’, Indeed, all evil in his life may flow from this man—but then
also must everything of any value, Here is the seat of the only ‘good’
he knew and to maintain his psychic balance he had to persuade him-
salf that the ‘good’ is in some way dominant. Social workers dealing
with childran f Iy have the i of the child
begging to remain with the brutal parent. Many people respond better
to iran fists than velvet gloves,

Transforming the concentration camp inmates inte servile children, it
should be recalled, was accomplished in a matter of months or at most
years, The 1I1dmn African and the colaured has been subjected to a
system desi i 1o destroy ambi prevent i and erode
intelligence, There can only be a master if someone i willing to be &
slave. The position in South Africa must still be explained as to how it is
possibie for four million Whites to govern and control twenty million
Blacks.

Mothing could be more foolish or more damaging ta the black man's
cause than to refuse to face these harsh realities. The coloured man's
sa-called identification with the white man is merely the ald attachment
of the slave to his master. The song has ended but the melody lingers on.
We must face the harsh realities of what slavery or apartheid or separate
development or, for that matter, the notorious pass law system has done
to shape and re-shape human personality in this country. The African
hates the pass law system and yet he must use it to earn his living. Itis a
matter of life or death. The effect on his personality can be clearly
understood when he loves and hates something at the same time.

| have purposely stated these harsh realities so that oppressed
people can ‘see’ the situation. The Coloured lives in his own hetero-
geneous soclet\a He cannot claim to be a Zulu, Xhosa, Indian or even

Englist He therefore has to find an identity, He is
accused of s!.andmg next to the white man. His forefathers were slaves
and the only culture he knows is the culture of subservience. His fore-
fathers came from Madagascar, East Africa, the East Indies and Malaysia.
They had their own cultures and spoke their own languages which
wera destroyed, such that they had no choice but to adopt the culture
and language of their slave masters. The basic culture of South Africa
is still one of master and servant, Although slaves were set free in 1834,
the coloured people in reality have never been free.
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It was the purpose of separate development to see that white bassskap
was maintalned under the guise of separated freedoms, through the
application of the policy. Slavery therefore created the social and
political patterns in South Africa, and even Africans and Indians had to
fit into the socisl and political structure of the South Aincsn saclﬂw
The whole policy of separate separata and
councils was created in order to preserve and strengthen white rule.
Social structures led to political structures and even today the white
man is trying to legistate this racial system on to the statute books.
The white man tried to dogmatise his whale belief into apartheid legis-
lation and every move on his part is still an atlempt to strengthen his
fartress in order to preserve the system. Apartheid and separation have
become the life-style of all South Africans. In order to rationalise the
system, the white man called apartheid the policy of separate develop-
ment.

Allow me to quote from a speech made by Dr Hilgard Muller, the
Minister of Fareign Affairs, at the United Nations on 21 December 1864
He said: ‘Mr President, let me say first of all, that those whio belong to the
South African nation of European descent hold no brief for the do-
mination of any nation over another. On the contrary, we are strongly
opposed to it with an opposition that is deeply rooted in our traditions
and history. For a large section of this nation was itself, for a long time
in the past, subj d to foreign domination, We L nat the
only nation within the borders of South Africa Ihrlng In a traditionsl
territory of its own, For South Africa is in fact and, in the first place, a
muitinational country rather than a multiracial country. Apart from the
South African nation of European descent, it includes the homelands
of a number of other nations having their own identities. Each with its
own undenizble right to separate nationhood in a land which has
likewise been its own.

"The crucial difference (between South Africa and other countries
with multiracial populations}) is this, that our task in South Africa is nat
primarily that of solving a problem of races; it is a problem of nations, a
problem of bringing about a situation where peaceful co-existence in
our country will be possible. We believe that this can only be achieved
by the indepandent devalnpmam of each people towards the full

li of separate nationhood and the ition of the right of
each nation to govern itself in accordance with its own national
traditions. This, sir, is & principle fundamental in our policy of separate
development—a palicy which is profoundly different from the caricature
of id which is by our critics. With the view
that all nations in South Africa should be free to develop as they
themselves may wish to develop, and taking into account the history, the
culture and the psychology of each of the nations of South Africa, it is
our objective to provide to every individual the fullest chance of
development within his own nation, and where possible, within his
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own homeland. And not enly that for it is similarly our objective to
enable all our national groups to come together 1o consult on problems
of mutual interest and concern, and on the basis of mutual equality and
respect for human dignity, through the establishment of high-level
consultative machinery, In this way we are confident of our ability also
to eliminate discrimination among the varlous national groups. For
when esch of these groups has resched & stage of effectively ad-
ministering and controlling its own affairs, both the practical and
basis for ion will rapidly disappear,

“What | have been saying. sir, is certainly nothing new. It has been
stated rapeatedly by my Prima Minister (then Dr Verwoerd), and by other
members of the South African Government, There are, of course, those
critics of aur policy whao, in many cases with questionable motives, re-
ject our declarations as empty or a5 political propaganda.”

The architect of this whole scheme of course was Dr Verwoend.
Nationalist Party spokesmen explain their policy a3 one having thres
phases. First comes the apartheid policy of Dr F. Malan, then develop-

ment through separation by Dr Verwoerd and now the third phase, the
mdwmﬂwmm"meHvﬂd
r Viorster.

TM political system in terms of which the Coloured Persons Re-
presentative Council (CAC) was created has boeen rejected and is
unacceptable to the majority of the coloured people, It Is a fact that the
majority of our people reject the palicy of separate developmant. Many
influential pecple In our thelr total tion by
refusing to be involved in the system at all. Wa in the Labour Party
realised that this would not give adequate prool of our rejection and
we were [eft with no other means of proving our refection then by
efforts to gain control of the CRC. This was twice shown at elections
but the has shown lusively its policy of bassskap by
tirst giving the Federal Party controf of the Councif in 1963, .ﬂmty
nominating Mrs A. Jansen to the post of Chairman of the Executive.

By instituting the CAC the government claimeod that it was putting
Coloured mpln on the md of separate freedom, The CRC had to
function o and ion, but in
fact, can the CRC by no stretch of the lm.g,lnlucn over become a
parliamantary  institution,

Parfiament means soversign and the CRC will always be sub-
servient 1o the white pardiament. It &s the task of the Lﬁwrhﬂyw
continually oppose, axpose and the
the i

ns far a5 the coloured
people are concemed. \mummmc:c but merely use itas a
platform from which to operate. Time has proved our strategy comect.
mwmmmmmmmnmﬂu\cuﬁ
as it wishes. Even during 1975 the g

legistation to take control of the CRC if the Labour Party proved unco-
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operative. This was proved by the appointment of Mrs Jansen as the
Chairman of the Executive. White officisls under the direct control of
the Minister of Coloured Affairs are in reality running the whole
machinery of the CRC and the Department of Coloured Affairs, The
Labour Party's purpose participation in the system is to use the system
to oppose the system. We have continually to prove that the claim
by the government that its policy is one of separate development
Is utterly a hollow one, Qur eritics are not unique in their loathing,
contempt and rejection of discriminatory institutions such s the CRC.
The Labour Party, unlike athers, Is not content to sit back and nurse its
resaniment on the political sidelines. 1t is harnessing its own loathing,
contempt and the rejection of disciminatory institutions behind
pasitive action to call a halt to eppression, It is not going to stand idly
by and allow the Matienalists to continue in chaining the
peopls to permanent subhuman status. The Party enters these bodies
with the express purpose of making them unworkable as instruments of
Nationalist oppression.

We have to counter the agents of Pratarda on thelr own platforms.
Our critics say that thess institutions are ‘irelevant’ in the struggle,
Just how ‘imelevant’ is the Department of Coloured Affairs? This
departmant rules over every facet and avenue that affects the lives of
our people, eg. education and social weifare.

Our critics regard the CRC and other relative institutions as farcical,
and useless and consider that they offer the people nothing. We in the
Labour Party do not underestimate the powsr and the determination
of the present rufers. We see these separate bodies for what they really
are—powerlul, useful and effective instruments in the hands of the
National Pasty for the further enslavement of the people, We ignore
these bodies at our peril.

The Labour Party believes it is comect strategy to participate and its
main task at this stage is to put an end 10 the stooge—the yes-man wha
is prepared to barter away the interests of the people, and of whom
thera are still far tao many in the ity. The day that opp
can na longer find one single "brown’ face to do their dirty wark for
them, that day will sea the departure of the Labour Party from dis-
criminatory institutions and the end of such institutions at the same
time. Until such tinwe, the Party will do its utmost to prevent the stooge
from pgaining access to any position that facilitates his destructive
influance. Our daily experience proves to us the tremendous and grow-
ing goodwill towards our Party from all sections of the community,

The Lebour Party takes second place to nobody in their contempt and
rejection of discriminatory bodies. We did not ask for them, neither do we
offer them to the pecple, The fact s that they are part of the temible
legacy of defeats suffered by the people and which our Party inherited
from failures and errors of past organizations, not least among them
the boycotters. We entered a political situation in which there was pre-
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cious little to build on and virtually had to start from scratch, But one
thing is certain, we are determined not to repeat the mistokes and
follies of the past, a cardinal one among them being transforming the
tactic of boycott into an iron principle that makes it impossible to act
politically and therefore leads to paoiitical death, as the facts amply
prove.

‘We in the Labour Party can justifiably claim that our presence in the
CRC has been a thomn in the flesh of the government. We have stopped
the advance and success the policy might have had if we had not been
presant.

The strength of the present g has had a d lisi
effect on all South Africans opposing the policy of separate develop-
ment. The fear of the security police, especially, has had the effect
that many people have withdrawn from ective political life. Many have
seen how easily people have been banned or amested and kept in prison
without trial, and this has silenced many. The maze of apartheid legis-
tation has had the effect that a large portion of the South African

have the situation as a way of life. New regulations
proclaimed usually fit inte the pattern. The government is viewed as
having been made of granite and will never be dislodged.

The policy of separate development has with its implementation
brought certain side effects which its creators had intended, Because
inflation, in many western countries has becoma the order of the day,
the security of any nation has becoma its economic strength. The policy
of separate development has therefore become a serious obstacle to the
sconomic advancemsnt of South Africa. Government expenditure has
become very heavy, especially the buying of arms and military equip-
ment. The economic advancement of all racial | groups in SOuTh Africa

has become and the of one

group leads to the slowing down of the economic progress of all gmuns
Job and n Iha

new fes Is by affecti Ihs Ind | growth of Snuth

Africa, The the af black

groups is to my mind umlv dsscrﬁ:ed in the book “Jan Christian Smuts™
written by his son, J. C. Smuts. | am quoting soma paragraphs from the
chapter entitled “Native Problem™.

“The white man came to South Africa not meraly to missionise and
to settle in 2 trusteeship basis. He made it clear he hed come to stay.
For three hundred years ha has been here and he is determined to stay
indefinitely. But with the advance of civilisation and gradual evolution,
the nature of the gap between white and black has namowed alarm-
ingly. It is doubtful whether the old master-sarvant relationship will be
tenable for many years to come. The white man sees a grave danger o
his children.”

The writer says of his father: "My father had complete confidence in
*One tima B A Prims Minster,
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the intall i and ads iority of the white man. He was
convinced, come what will, thesa would see him safely through all
trouble. |t would alse enable him to live indefinitely in a state of semi-
overlordship over the hm He considered his mental supaerlority the
white man's nl'lmll aaset.”

The white man’s traditional approach to the problem of onmm:hinu
white rubs in South Africa is very well described in this quotation: “it
takes into aceount that the white man in the Union is outnumbered by
four 1o ane. It takes into account the fact that the black man is increasing
maore mpidly than the white man. It assumes that two people cannot
indefinitely go on side by side without some major future sruption. For
this day of reckoning we must prepare. Wi must seo that wo have in our
power all those things which can enswe tactical and military

from

mnhimM|Mmr-mMﬂmddwmﬂmw
‘We must frown upon trade enjonism amongst the Bantu, and upon the
mghnurmmmrmmmmmmm danger-

ous contolidations.

Anather which aptly i white atti “The
native policy of govermments in South Africa | not the policy of
political parties. It is the actual policy of the people upon their deep
convictions. Porllsment cannot changa the relationship simply by the
stroko of the pen, It has first 10 convince and convert public oplnlon.
Mostly public opinion has been hard against 100 many concessions.”

| have guoted at length from this book in order to create a background
to what | wish 1o say further. White South Africa wants 1o remain in
contral of South Alrica, pdhiuﬂr economically, and mlnll\r White

South Africa views with alarm devel which are ing its
MnmmdnhphasnmlnwwdeMSwm
Africa. African countries have shown their opposition and the infil-

tration of termorists has caused the South Afnican government 1o pile up
arms and to regulary train whites in military warfare.
The sports policy has becoms a real dilemma and the complete

policy since the days of Dr Verwoerd hes certainly contributed to the
formation of the Hersigte Nasionale Party.
But it |s the present policy of sep: deval and it |

ation that Is causing the greatest i ive to political lidat
among black people, Black powsr movements are growing and the
spirit of non-dependence on whites is growing. Tha current (diom now
is “Black man you are on your own”. The govommant has always
encouraged the other race groups to move amongst themselves and
not to sesk integration with white South Africa. The coloured people
are definitoly moving 1o a politicsl consolidation within theit own

18




groups. The policy of separate development is beginning to become the
enemy of White South Africa. Even though Mationalists may not admit
this openly, the sppearance of the Labour Party and its impact on the
paolitical life of South Africa must be something that they had wished
would never happen. African leaders like Chief Buthelezl have suddenly
became the leaders of a new power which will become stronger in
South Africa. This power, like the Labour Party, grew out of separate
development.

Critics say that the government may disband the CRC. If it does so,
what will it put in its plece? Bantu Homelands and the CRC were
established to satisfy world opinion and to give the policy of separate
development @ moral basis. The government has clearly shown that it
has become very sensitive 1o world eriticism, Criticism has also come
from its own ranks because it has boen fell that the policy of separate
develapment has not been properly speeded up. The giving of political
platiorms to African and coloured leaders within the framework of
soparate developmant has given greater impetus to the growth of the
black power . How the will control the paths
taken by the homelands and tha CRC remains to be seen.

I persanally think that the present government will rule South Africa
far many years 1o come, White South Africa cannot afford to elect any
new government under the present clicumstances which might give the
impression of moving away from the present entrenchment of white
power, The United Party's own leck of direction as to how they will
offer & better system than the one at present shows that one cannot
consider them as a government in the foreseeable future,

The voiceless and the vateless races In Southern Africa are slowly
recognising that they cannot hope for change from white South Africa.
They also know that white South Africa has lost the initiative politically.
Strength will come to the black groups if they strengthen their own renks,
Coloured people have shown allegiance to whites in the past but the
position has now reversed, because of the policy of separate develop-
ment, As confidence grows amongst the blacks and diminishes amongst
the whites, the position in South Africa will change, Some pessimism is
already creeping into the economic circles. How deeply this new
development takes root amongst the black people and how they use it,
also remains ta be seen.

It is important for political parties, movemnents and leaders to give
clear indications 1o oppressed people in which direction thelr political
salvation lies. The Labour Party will not shirk its responsibility of clearly
stating what the real issues are. It is our duty to completely destroy any
support the government still has amongst our community, It is because
of the presence of Kaizer Matanzima that the Transkei is moving into
independence and it is because of the palitical stand of Gatsha Buthe-
lezi that KwaZulu is not moving in that direction.

As a result of its mandate, the Labour Party recognises only one basic
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long tarm goal in all its defiberations, viz the granting of full citizenship
and political rights to all South Africans within &n integrated and mul-
tiracial South Alrica, Any specific steps and proposals in the political,
weconomic, social and cultural spheres will be judged in this context.
Woe will not do anything that is in conflict with our major goal of full
citizenship within an integrated, free and open society.

Our people’s daily needs must be attended to; because we have short-
term goals as well, There |s a shortage of about 100 000 homes for
coloured families alone. Over 2 000 teachars have to share classrooms
because of the double shift system used in our schools,

The CRC or even the CRC Executive is not the final authority con-
ceming policies nor even matters related entiraly or mostly to the
coloured community. The whole concept of the CRC and the CRC
Executive is purely advisory and . The powers 1o
the CRC are purely administrative. Any official of the Department of
Coloured Affairs can carry out the of the CRC E: {
Mrs A. Jansen, who now holds the post of Chairman of the Executive,
has in turn del d all th of the to
white officials in the Dapanmam of Coloured Affairs,

In order to make the CRC enticing to the coloured people, the
government has decided to elevate the CRC executive members to
cebinet status, We want power, real powes, when it comes to
matters aifecting the lives of our people.

All power in South Africa is vested in the sovereign Parfiament of
South Africa. It is there in Parliament, in Cape Town, where the white
cabinet has assumed all authority aver the pecple of South Africa,
Power is in turn del to the ies whao in tumn
delegate authority to the local govemment bodies. Needless 1o say,
all these institutions are in white hands. In the South African scheme of
things all bodies serving the needs of black people are purely advisory
or consultative. They exercise no direct authaority.

It B this farce that must be continually exposed. The palicy of the
Labour Party is quite clear. We want full citizenship for afl South
Africans, regardless of race or colour in one united South Africa. It
Is the individual citizen's rights that are of importance to us. It is the
individual citizen’s rights, freedom, welfare, prosperity and happiness
that society should cherish and that the State should serve, Each petson
must be treated with equal dignity and stand equal before the law.
Human dignity and not colour must be the yardstick by which we
measure the individual,

Woe recognise the complexities of the South African situation. We do
not close our eyes to the dangers and difficulties inherent in a society
like ours with ns group loyalties, group prejudices, its differences in

ds of its legacy of bi and division.

QOur policy is one that will ensure that these dilferences, these
loyelties and these prejudices will not be exploited by ruthless power
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seekers. Our salvation depends on the co-operation of all races and
groups. But co-operation will not be achieved as long as men and
women, because of their race or colour, are denied the opportunity of
taking part in the government of this country.

The Labour Party belisves that a preraquisite to any plan for political
development is & fundamental change in the nature of our South
African constitution. This we must work out togather so that no man
in this country will ever again be relegated to the status of second class
citizenship, We will work with any group whose goals are simifar 10
ours,

Furth i i ion are basic to the
South Alrican pwbism and the and cr whita pragudlue and discrimin-
ation s a prerequisite to any solution, The fact remains also that the
black advance depends on changes within the black community as
well as within the white community.

It all ion wers to end i ly, that alone would not
Improve the black man's position. Black peopls must compete with
whites socially and 50 as 1o regain the position

they have lost in South Africa. Apathy on the part of black people is also
part of the problem, Some people even think that apathy is just a cover
up for a more basic problem—self-hatred on the part of the black man,

Far too many black people want to be white people. They imitate
white value systems. They feel ashamad of their colour, They want to
escape from their group and this is their dilemma—that they can never
escape from their colour or from their group. And this results in frustration
and seli-hatred. This problem the black man must solve for himself—
it is a conversion he must go through.

Many black people really believe what white people say about them,
They believe that they are inferior. They believe deap in the very marow
of their beings, that they can never take thair rightful place in South
African society,

There comes a fime in the life of any peapla whan a new mood hits
thern. This mood we call Black I this

or pelitical ing, it is there und anv person denying

this fact Is blind to the realities of the true situation in this country, All

oppressed people, especially the Coloursds, have 1o go through this

consciousness so that they will cease to walk in the shadow of the

wihife man. They have to take their rightful place as men and women in

the South African society, Black consciousness is the biack man's

of his full his self- ion fram the mental

slavery and sense of inferiority which have been imposed upon him,

White has always been the standard in South Africa by which peopla
are judged.

Thereare now two cultures in South Africa. One is white and the ather
black. White is the culture by which South Africa is known whilst black
culture is submerged. The culture that projects the image of South
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Africa is white. White consciousness dominates the South African scene.
Black consclousness 1o me Is not a colour definition. It is a way in
which we dafine ourselves so that we can state ‘who' we are and
“where’ wa belong. The aim of black consciousness is human con-
sciousness because the aim of the white man in this country is to des-
troy our manhood so that we cannol assume our irue position as men
in South Africa. Many people call this racism. | utterly reject this,
because you can only get rid of a problem If you diagnese it comectly.

Often when we speak of solutions to the South African situation,
black people become pessimistic. They look at the white power
structure and at their own helplessness, But this is the self-image the
black man has been conditioned into and which he projects of himself
every day, Black people heve tremendous power that has to be canal-
ised and put to use. This is how Ghandi reflected the situation in India:
“Tha English have not taken India, We have given it to him, They are not
in India because of their strength but because we keep them.”

Black people must develop an inner strength as the source of their
outer political power. Black people must ‘see’ the situation in which
they find themselves. We must discover our true ‘identity’ {our
humanity} so that we can build something positive out of our experience
{our slavery in South Africa). The ing of a critical
leads the way to the expression of social discontent.

We are dissatisfled with our way of lite in South Africa because these
discontents form a real part of the oppressive situation. It is when
opprassad people critically examine the oppressive situation in which
they find themsslves that they begin to educate themselves to liberation.
Dpprassmn distorts the human personality so that lhn oppressed person

docile and i ta his and slavery. Tha
most positive aspect of all this is that black South Africans have been
forced by the South African experience to discover themselves and to
find value in ‘who’ they are rather thanin ‘who’ the white man thought
thay aught to be. This is the meaning of ‘Black is Beautiful.’ It is the black
man's mature reflection on his past, his sober contemplation of his
future. It is the black man’s critical rediscovery of himsalf, who he was
and who he is and his imminent satisfaction with his status as a 'person’,
It is his joy in the malnsanon that the white man has failed, that white
over biack is neither ble ora ition for the future,

To white South Africa the black man is an unlimited supply of human
energy, easy to acquire and easily converted to the turning of whesls,
the picking of crops and fruit, the tilling of the soil, the nursing of
children, the cooking of food and 50 on, Black people are really extra-
ordinary machines. A black man could think, and his thinking could
be led. He could be d for loyalty, It is this image of
himself in the eyes of the white man and in his own eye that must be
destroyed by the black man himself. This is what | call education for
liberation. A man only becomes free if freedom starts 1o grow within his
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own parson. It is this liberating consciousness that must be put into
practice, This consciousness must not be merely an inteliactual
exercise but an organic metamorphosis from within the deep sap of the
black being, blassoming to fullness and beauty. It is a state of mind, the
resurrection of the real man and his will to servive as a whaole man,

South Africa is going through a period of rapid change and bisck
people must feel themselves part of this change. White people will only
change when black pecple change. We must prepare ourselves now for
the naw socioty that will inevitably come to South Africa, We must not
wait for the ideal day 1o dawn but create that day ourselves,
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South African Indian Council
J. N. REDDY

Dr Verwoerd made a policy statement in Parliament on the future of
the Indian Community in South Africa in 1861, This statement was
intended to remove the uncertainty which had hung over the heads of
Indians. From time to time political parties had spoken about resciving
the Indian problem by the repatriation of the Indian community to
India, despite the fact that our forbears armived in this country more than
116 years ego and the Indian population comprised in the main of
several generations of South African born Indians,

Dr Verwoerd, the then Prime Minister, stated that Indians henceforth
will be South African citizens and that the Government would créate a
Department of Indian Affairs with & cabinet minister at its head 1o

promote well-being in the Indian community,

It must be remembered that, until Indian education became the

of the central in 19686, tha Indian community

wias responsible to 8 very large extent, for providing schood facilities for
its growing The Indians ge ¥ werne fined to lowly
jpaid jobs as the restrictions placed against their free movemant through-
out the country and an active barier agalnst Indians acquiring slulls and
sarioushy tha s pro-

gress, as the vast majority of the Indians in South Africa wera the des-
cendants of those who came to work initially on the sugar plantations.

With the creation of the Departmant of Indian Affairs, the first sieps
waera taken to constitute a body with which the Government could
liase and through which representations from the Indian community
could be channelled to the Government,

Tha first South African Indian Council was appointad by the Minister
of Indian Affairs in Fabruary 1964 as a purely advisory body and in 1968
a statutory South African Indian Council was created by an Act of
F This body i of 26 i and held
office for a period of threo years at the expiry of which period the
nominated statutory body was reconstituted to hold office for & further
pariod of three years,
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In the latter part of 1974, the third statutory South African Indian
Council came into being comprising of 30 members, 15 of whom wers
elected by an electoral college which comprised members of
Indian local authorities, local aﬂ'an's oommmeel and manlgemenl

and the Wi inted by the
Minister of Indian Affairs,

After the third Indian statutory council took office in the latter half of
1974, the Prime Ministar, Mr B. J. Vorster, met with the executive
committes of the South African Indlan Council in Cape Town in
January 1975, At this meeting the executive commities conveyed to
the Prime Minister the feslings of the Indian people of South Africa, We
made it known that we stand for a free society and that along with
others tha Indian community should have representation in Parliament.

It was only after stating the view point of the Indian community to the
Prima Minister that the Executive Committes accepted the existing
machinery created by the governmant &5 & channel of communication
betwean the government and the Indlan people.

The Prima Minister made it absolutely clear that in so far as his party
and his government were concemned there were no plans for Indian
reprasentation in Pariiament. The Prime Minister continued by stating
that the intention of the government was 1o convart the present statu-
tory South African Indian Council into 8 representativa council with
legislativa and administrative powers,

In addition the Prime Minister indicated that he was presently

an int binat ‘which, we under-
stand, would be a permanent ligson between the Indian Council and the
govamment.

The discussions wllh |he Prlme Minister and his respunss 1o our plea
for direct were d 1o a mesting of
the South African Indian Councll by the Executive Committes and the
South Afiican Indian Council took the following decision: “that whilst
our objective iz the creation of 8
we will make the optimum use of the Council for the al:nnumil: and
social well-being of the Indian community. At the sametima we will be
waorking for change by a process of evolution and not revolution in
order to evoid conflict and confrontation and the grave consequences
which ara likely to flow therafrom.”

It would be appreciated that I‘hmughnut the hlstuly of the Indian
community no effective or of ¢
between the three tiees of government and the Indian community have
wxisted. The only contacts with the authorities were at the time of
crisis and this rarely brought any benefit or reliel.

The community in 1961 was resling under tremendous blows
suffered as & result of wide spread displacements of Indians from areas
which they had traditionally occupied, Hundreds of Indian traders were

displ and the isian of proper ling facilities was b
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more difficult by the day, In addition thers was massive unemplayment
and in the Durban area slone more than 10 000 people were unemploy-
ed. In these circumstances, certain leaders within the Indian community
fedt that something had to be done in order to gat the government a\‘
the day to the being

the Indian community and the need for a more humane approach on Iha
part of the authorities.

The South African Indian Council was brought into being in 1864 and
Indians from different parts of the country were appointed by the
Minister of Indian Affairs to serve on this body. Over the past 11 years
succassive Indian councils have concentrated their enargies in creating
for the Indian community, a broadly based infrestructure so that the
community could move forward, not only in promoting its own pro-
gress but by making a larger contribution for the progress, prosperity
and well-being of all the people of South Africa.

During this period, commendable prograss has been made in the
field of education and the Indian community has 1o a very large extent
been relieved of the task of soliciting donations 1o purchase land for
schools and for the erection of buildings,

The school building programme for the nest five yesrs presently
stands at some 65 million rand. This task would have bean wall nigh
impossible hod the government not accepted the responsibility for
indian education. The South African Indian Council is directly in-
wobved in the diversification of the Indlan education programme so that
avery child can obtain the maximum benefit from education in ac-
cordance with his or her ability.

Motable progress has been registered by the Indians in helping to
break down teaditional barrers which prevented them from entering
& number of professions and from doing other skifled work. The wide
range of courses now being provided at the M. L Sultan Technical
College bears testimony to the measure of success which has been
achieved in recent yesrs.

A5 a new generation of young, well educated pecple emerges,
prejudices and traditional barriess still pose problems. Prejudices against
the employment of non-whites are not always confined to trades but
in many instances extend 1o professions as well,

These barriers can anly be broken by a change of heart on the part of
the whites and in this regard dialogue and communication help to pave
the way,

In addition greator economic activity within the Non-white sector
can make & contribution. Therefore the South African Indian Council is
playing an active role in making represantations to the government so
that the maximum assistance from the state and the Industrial Develop-
ment Corposation can be made available to Indian entreprenaurs who
ara gradually recognising the potential in industrial participation and
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the opporunities it provides for the employment of professional and
ather categories of highly educated people.

The South African Indian Council in fact balieves that the time has
now arrived for 8 development corporation to ba created for promoting
aconomic actlvity with special emphasis on industry within the Indian
community. Simfler institutions already axist in the homelsnds and for
the colourad community.

No smount of aid and assistance can promote the progress of &

forward and

the South African Indian Council is directly involved.
Wo bolieve that oven in a free society progress can only be registored
rolentiessly 10

will face many challenges and in thesa challenges we must find tha
nition.

We believe that & steady growth of the South Alrican economy will
rasult in an ever [ncreasing demand for non-white personnel and as
each yoar goes by many, If not afl of the rastrictions which for the present
sorve as @ barrier to non-white advancemant in various trades and

will and in its wake the iritating

this regard is the availability of capital.

Prosantly the several development corporations which axist can be
the channal until the non-whites are in & position 10 have adequate
financial It is thorel, that an African bonk has
already been launched with assistance from existing white banking
institutions. The launching of the bank heralds a new era and | have no
doubt whatsover that the black people have begun their march towards
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Government Created Platforms
DR M. A. RAMPHELE

This paper is an attempt at analysing the whole guestion of govern-
ment created platforms which is an issue of immense political importance
in South Africa todey. The approach here is to trace the historical
backgound 1o the policy, examine the present position of these in-
stitutions in the political, economical and social spheres and then
present the arguments against participation by Blacks in these Institu-
tions.

Historical Background

Taday in Sauth Africa, the population is divided, in terms of National-
ist governmant policy, into various ethnic or racial groups. Each ethnic
or race group has, created for it by the Nationalist govermment, &
separate political platform where, in varying degrees, the populstion
groups attempt to shape their destinies. It is the white racial group that
has assumed the position of creating the most supreme palitical plat-
form for itself and subservient political platforms for the other groups.

Although the presant sysiem took precise shape since the coming to
power af the Nationalist gevernment with its pelicy of apartheid, the
origin of this system goes far back into the early history of the white
setilers in this country, Needless to say, when Jan van Riebseck amived
with his crew in 1652, the black people of South Africa had a political
system of their own whose basic istic was sell
and independence. In other words black people were the ones who
determined where they should stay and how their country should be
run, howeves primitive or simple this system might have been.

It was because of this characteristic that black people resisted the
white man's attempis at not only grabbing their land but alsa attempting
to dictate 1o them how and where they should live. The heroic wars of
national resistance were a reflection of the biack man's datermination
1o ramain master of bath his land and destiny,

Large scale resistance to the white settlers’ attempts at grabbing
both the black man's land and the right to govern himself in his land,

30




came tawards an end round about the middle of the 159th century, a
little over a hundred years ago. Edward Roux in his book Time Longer
than Rope says of this, “The conflicts of 1846 and 1850-53, though
they were not exactly the end of Kaffir wars, were the last large scale
attemnpts of the Xhosas, to turn the tide of white aggression which had
been running strongly against them for half & century”™. (p 32)

The author here refers to Kaffirs and Xhosas, and from experience we
know that the white sattlers, not only in South Africa, but also in all
those pants of the world that they colonised, have always refused and
still refuse to identify the colonised with their country. Even today as
far as they are concerned there are Xhosas, Sothos, Tawanas, eto, and
all-out attempts are made to challenge the usage of African when
referring to these groups as a collective unit.

As it turned out the white settlers gradually conguered the black
man and his land, and right from the ini stages of contact a pattern
of administration that was to culminate In present day government
{white) created platforms, beganla mannresr itself, These pJalfmms h.avs
been created for the and political
of black people. The relationship that began 1o emerge between the
white settlers and the conguered black was that of master and slave.
Roux, in the same book quoted above, has this to say, “In the mean-
time the of at the Cape and the growth
of farming resulted in an increased demand for cheap labour, After
1807 the slaves could no longer be brought into the country. The price
of slaves went up. The farmars naturally began to turm their attention 1o
the Hotentots and other Natives as a possible source of supply.
Prassure was accordingly brought to bear on the authorities to in-
troduce laws which would force the Homentots, whao still made an
independent living of a kind on what poor land was feft 1o them, into
the sarvice of the white farmer. Accordingly, in 1809 the Hottentot pass
law was introduced, Note that it was an English and not a Dutch
g which first i the pass system into South Africa.

“Under the pass law all Hottentots, who were not working for white
masters, were described as vagrants. Any Hottentot who was a vagrant,
was breaking the law, Every white man, not only the police, had the
right to demand of any passing Hottentot that he should show his
pass, No Hottentot could carry a pess unless he had entered into a
labour agreement with a white farmer... Thoss who had not made
labour agreements were arrested under the pass laws and hired out
amaong farmers. At the same time a system of child slavery, paolitely
termed appranticeship, was devised for Hottentot children. This pro-
wvided the farmer with the supply of labour for which he did not have to
pay, and at the same time tended to pravent the Hottentot parents from
going awsay to other farms, because by so doing they would sbandon
thelr children.

“After the pass laws had come into force there were at the Cape, two
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sorts of slavery existing side by side, There was chatiel slavery, the old
system under which slaves could be bought and sold, and there was
the new system of forced lzbour which resulted from the pass laws and
which, In practice, was very littke differant from chattel slavery.

“Tha Hottentot could not be bought and sold, but he was tied to the
fand in such a way that usually he could not beave it. He was cerainly
not o free man. The system of forced labour slavery, or ‘pass law
slavery' as we may call it. s the fate of the great mass of the Bantu
popuiation to this day.” (pp 27-28)

From the above it is abundantly clear that the white settler naver saw
himssif as an equal of the black man and separate laws to rule the
black man by the white settler wera a much sarlier feature of black-
white relations in this country, As a result of pressure by philanthropists
the ealonial sdminkstration began to gradually ease the laws that were
oppressive to the black man. Slavary was sbolished and all so-called

within tha ies of the colany, were given the
same rights before the law es the white peopla. Once again the spirt that
lod to the present system of government created platforms for various.
population groups manifested itseif, Boers who felt that the colonial
povernment was unjust and grossly prejudiced In favour of Blacks
against Europeans, trekked away 1o the north to set up governmeants of
thels own where there would be ‘no equslity in Church or State
between black and white”. (p 33)

The attitude of those most influsntial in the present day white
ofigarchy is the same as those peopls who trekked and who siated the
above sentiments. In the Boer ics that were sub
estatdished, the belief in the inferiority of Blacks was cleardy manifested
and entrenched in the taw,

At the time of the establishment of the Union of South Africa, the
Cape representatives at the Mational Convention wera expected [o
ingist on the maintenance of the Cape vote. The press, natably fmva,

| hope that ™ will be dona for our Native friends
in the other Colonies in the direction of securing for them soma form of
represeniation in the Union”, {p 70). These of us who are well-versed
with the history of white rule i country will remember that black
pecpie in the Cape last thelr right 1o sitin Pariarment in terms of the new
Constitution that wes produced by the National Convention in 1808,
The maintenance of the Cepe Native vote which the Cape liberals
championed and managed to have in the new Constitution was only
championed bacause it provided them with safe seats in Perliament.
From then onward & uniform pulu:\f an black pecple was evolved and
dually their li was eroded; white rulers of
South Alrica applied 1heis mmds 10 “settling the Native question’,

1935 saw the Union Government confronting the Blacks with what
wore called the Three Native Bills in an attempt to settle the Native
question once and for all. The Native Representation Bill, the Native
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Trust and Land Bill and the Urban Aress Amendment Bill had as their
roots the economic and political conditions that existed In South
Adrica, The country had been hit by an economic crisis and the white
rulers sought to create o labouring class to produce wealth for them,
The Mative Represantation Bill provided for the creation of the Native
Representative Council and the election of three white people to re-
present Blacks in an all-white Parliament, The Mative Trust and Land
Bill deprived Africans of the right to buy land anywhere except in the
so-called Reserves. It should ba noted here that these Bills were plloted
even before the present Nationalist government came to power. The
Urban Areaz Amendment Bill denied free access to the towns by
Adricans and created tha machinery for directing black labour according
1o the demends of the various emplayers for cheap labour,

In spite Df the vahement oppnslnnn by Blacks to these Bills, mw
.W'nh 1o power of the Nath

party in 1948 and its ap: i ion policy, the fution of
separate political platforms for lha varigus population groups began to
take definite shape. While initially the white government of South
Adrica created advisory bodies for Blacks to advise thelr representatives
in Parliament, legislation was later framed and passed which created
the various homelands and their so-called Legislative Assamblies, the
South African Indlan Council and the Coloursd People's Represen-
tatlve Council,

Black people resisted the establishment of these institutions but the
government harrassed and treated with brutality all organisations and
individuals who so resisted. Ever since the creation of these government
Dlan‘unns there have been d\lhnng upmluns between peopla and

as to the advisak of p in these p

Amaong those peopla who advocated participation by black people in
thase government created platforms are d‘msa people who wholty
accept the policy of separate and
by the Mationalist government. These ml:luﬂe peepia like Kaizar
Matanzima of the Transkei and Lennax Sebe of the Ciskei, Thers are
also those whao, although icipating in thesa g created
platforms, are neverthedess scepticel of the white man’s sincarity and in
fact verbalise rejection of ssparate development. People like Gatsha
Buthelezi, Sonny Lecn end Hector Neokazi fall into this category, It is
in this group that we find those who claim that thay are only partici-
pating in these sectional paolitics in order to expose the fraudulence of
the policy of separate development.

On the other hand there are thase individuals and/or organisations
which belleve in the national unity of all those for whom these govern-
ment platforms have been crested and are, as such, opposed to partici-
pation by black people in these institutions,
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Present Position of c d F

The past few years have seen the consolidation of these institutions
into what the white South African Guvammum caﬂs governing units
with respect to and mara have been given
to tha SAIC and the CRC. All this is aimed at convincing the critics of
the whale policy of separate development, of the sincerity of the white
government to allow esch ethnic group to have full say in the running of
its affairs.

Political Position

The granting of it ilities to the varlous
culminated in the announcement that the Transkei would be gramed
‘indapendence’ in October 1976 and a general encouragement of other
Bantustan leaders to follow suit and ask for the same from Pratoria—
this has been rewarded by Chief Lucas Mangope's recent announca-
ment that he too will follow suit. Other Bantustans are being given
additional departments 1o run in the hope that sooner or later they will
also be ready for ‘independence’,

When one locks at the actual position with regard to those in-
stitutions one finds that in spite of all the talk about self-govermnment.
Pretora still runs them through seconded white secretaries whilst Blacks
in the departments hardly know the intricacies invalved in thelr manage-
ment.

On the question of 'parli ¥ i one finds that

some of the are to be elected, the chiefs,
who ara nominated and are paid civil servants, constitute the majority
and can tharefore guarantes Pretoria the loyalty it needs. With respect
to the Transkei this was ensured by the Transkei Authorities Bill of 1965,
which limited the numbar of elected officials on the local and regional
authorities to not more than a third of the total voting strangth.

In eddition the chiefs” authority has been by F
400 of 1860 which makes It an offence 1o challenge the authority of
the chiefs, to boycott official meetings or to show disrespect 10 chisfs/
headmen. The above powers just indicate the extent to which Pretoria
Is prepared 10 go and hes gone to impose these institutions on black

people.

The 1874 Act, which gave the Bantustan governments powers 1o
ban or restrict any individuals within their areas of authority whose
activities endanger the security of the Bantustan concerned, confimed
the view that Pretoria was bant on using Bantustan leaders to further its
own aims. The white govemment can then wash its hands of any
oppressive measures taken against opponents of the system in the
“homelands’,

Confusion still reigns with respect to SAIC and CRC on the question
of how far the policy of separate institutions can be camied out, because
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the Indian and Coloured commu nities are Sﬂbd to be an integral part cl’&m
broad South Africen Cs The of these

being completely separated from whites is far fetched 1o the point that
even Mr Vorster, the Prime Minister, admitted that this iz @ problem to be
Ieft to future g i to solve. G it that were being
planned by the Coloured Labour Party in the context of the CRC wera
defused by the 1976 CRC Act which gave the Minister of Coloured
Affairs powers ta ensure the smooth running of this institution in times
of crises.

Economic Position

The ies of all Were never i l, by thede-
signers of these governmeants, to be visble and Independent of Pretoria’s
own economic plan; this is quite logical if one examines the South
African capltalist system which is labour intensive, The prosperity that
white capitalists enjoy can only be mede possible by the availahility of a
pool of cheap labour with little or no say in their conditions of employ-
ment. The envisaged goal of the policy of separate development is to
have all Africans at some future date being residents of ane Bantustan
or the ather, only being allowed into white South Africa to provide the
labour required to boost the 1aners |conamy.

The situation is i by the ing features in
£conomies;

1. Land, which is the basis of any econcmy, has been given stingily
to these governments. |n terms of the 1936 Land Act, all the Bantu-
stans combined are allowed only 13% of the total surface area of South
Africa; most of this 13% consists of arid pieces of land which cannot
be used for any productive agricultural purposes. It should be borme in
mind that in spite of the meagreness of this allocation in relation to the
population which is supposed to survive on it {1874 estimates. 18
millien Africans as opposed to 4 million Whites occupying 87%), the
total quota has yet to be transferred to the various Bantustan govern-
ments,

Another feature ralevant to the land issus is the fact Lhat must af the
areas under the auth of these are disjointed pieces of
land which make i i
such a nightmare that even the maost loyal of the Bantustan leaders have
made this publicly known.

Chief Matanzima even attempted to mal:e the oonsalldutlon ahnd

granting of all the land a for i
failed because of the uncompromising stand Pretoria took on the issue.
This just il that these g can never hope 1o feed

their ‘citizens’ let alone export their produce to earn foreign exchange.
The only result is extreme poverty for most of the inhabitants of these
Bantustans, thus making them readily available as cheap labour on a



migratory basis to lubricate the South African economic machinery.
Thig ls borme out by the flourishing recrulting trade, which the mining
sactor in particular is sngaged in, in these Bantustans with the assistance
of local The particular ‘benefits’ from this trade
in the form of a levy paid to it by the recruiting company.

2. Industry

Industrialisation of Scuth Africa, as a whole, has been 10 & large
extent centred mund major cities at the axpensa of small towns which
only acted as shopping contres for ing farmers and resi
areas for white civil servants employed by the various local autharities,
With the new drive by the South Afican government to decentralise
indusiry to accommodate its policy of separate development, border

have now been and are being heavily campaigned
for by the Sauth Africen Govemment,

The rationale behind this is:

(a) To create some jobs for the ‘citizens’ of the Bantustans near
their homes to reduce the problem of the influx of Africans with their
families in seasch of work. “According to the latest calculations, ap-
proximately 120 000 Bantu men enter the labour market annually. Of
these, about 60000 have to be movided with employment in the
homelands.” (Homelands, the Role of the Cerporations, published by
Chris van Rensburg Publications, p 129)

(b} To show the owside world that all attempts are baing made to

develop the Bantustans for the banefit of their inhabitams,

This svsmm of bon'.let industries can only work if industrialists are

by the aguinst losses thet can arsa
broause of the distance from major cities with the resultant high
tranzportation costs for bath rew metenals and finished products.

The lollowing incentives have been provided by the South African
Govermnment:

{a) from any mini el by the
Wage Act of 1957, Any wage can therfor be paid which impunity. This
leaves the workers totelly a1 the meroy of thesa industrislists, This is
manifestod by the starvation wages that ore paid by such industries, e.g.
Babelegi in Bophuthatswana was paying A3 per waek 1o their workers
(1972 figures),

(b) Low intorest loans.

(e} Bulldings leased at reasonable rantals.

{d)  Income tax exemption for a maximem period of 10 years.

(e} Preferences with regard to tender prices on govermnment
confracts,

(1) Tranaport rebates in cenain cases.

The above tactors ensure that massive profits accrue to the companies
imvolved in border industries, but do nothing to improve the fot of the
people living In these aress,

36



To further ‘boost’ the industrial developmant of the Bantustans the
South African Government has created development agencies starting
with the general Bantu I)wesmsnl Cormporation ramifying to the various
‘ethnic’ d which are backad.
Examples of thess corporations are the Xhosa end Coloured davelop-
ment corporations. Their operation ks to:

...provide lcans to members of respective ethnic groups to provids
them with capital for businssses in thelr ‘own’ sreas. This plan in
practice, turns out to be heavily loaded against the individuals con-
camed who operate under the direct supervision of these corporations,
purportedly to ensure that the money is woll used, The interest charged
i% high which puts a further strain on the recipient of the loan.
...ostablish indusiries in the Bantustans and other sress so as to
promote genersl sconomic activity and create job opportunities for
biacks; the long term aim is said to be the handing over of these in-
dustries a1 a price 1o the inhabitents of these areas when they are in &
position to run them themsehves. The activities of these corporations
evan extend to essential services like transportation, where shares are
made available to favoured people like Bantustan politicians as is the
case in the Ciskei and Transkal.

«.market products of cultural value produced by rural folk supposedly
for the benefit of these folk who are paid very fittle for their products
which ar then sold at infloted prices to tourists and even exported.
These have in fact in these fields
in most rural arsas and all the profits go into thelr coffers.

To add to the burden of running Bantustans with meage resources,
the Bantustan governmaents are further laced with capital development
schames to provide essential services which have atways baen ignored
by Pretoria: e.g. the Transkei had to expand and modernise Umitata
Haospital with 1 100 beds at a cost of R7 million, To “alleviote” the
genoral economic problem the Minkster of Bantu Administration, Mr

Botha, announced in Parfiament this year that esch “homeland’
was entitled to its share of sales, Incoms and other taxes as wall as
custons dues, genarated by them. This is supposed to cover the deficit
in revenue of these Banlustens.

Social Position

This policy of separste development is affecting the black man
socially ially through the of mig v labour with
its disruptive effect on the family unit and the consequent sulfering by
all concemed. The creation of ‘resetilemeant townships', like Dimbaza
and Rosigrend, with no hope for employment, and lack of essential
services, can only lead to the ofa L
community, that cennot teke the initiative in any sphers or matier
affacting it because of the immensity of the problems it faces,
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of Created F

This has been voiced from 8s eardy as 1936 (see historical back-
ground sbove) but has only been racently articulated strongly by
Blacks who are politically conscious and have the courage of their
convictions. They are mainly Blacks belonging 1o the Black Conscious-
ness Mavement. Thelr rejectian is based on the following points,

4. “White racists of this country and white racists alone are the sola
architects of these platforms”, Black people are baing regarded as a
problem that has 1o be dealt with by the whita setilers, and not as
indigenous people who have therafore a birthright to decide on how the
country must be governed for the benafit of all.

“They are created for the oxpress purpose of diverting the energy of
black people from the true strugale for liberation to racialist, ibalist and
generally divisive political undertakings which at best keep the real and
true goal of total liberation out of immediate sight and attention by
black people and at waorst serve to bolster the white raciss regime that
created Ihsm Tha abuva paint is clearly illustrated b\f the petty tribal
and even intra-trib; that are bv the wmm
People are “im el and a5
Xhosa, Zulus and Coloum The fact of the matter is that no single
group can enjoy real freedom in an “unfree” country, even the Whites do
nat fully enjoy the privileges they have because of the thought of what
the unprivileged masses might do to topple them.

The neisas that people like Gatsha Buthelezi make with regard to
total liberation are always tinged with a Zulu emphasis precisely
because of the plattarms from which they operete, It is sheer arrogance
to think that Blacks can accept the leadership of a person or group that
accepts the premise of a tribe or & section of the black community. The
sama goes for the Labour Party who call for Blacks to join them in their
struggle against the system. Blacks are oppressed as a group &nd not as
individual tribes or sections hence their struggle must be a united one
from the beginning. The mentality of the Transkel people who believe
that samething will come out of ind ! is & tragic of
a deluded community which is delaying the moment of truth by
allowing the white racists 1o buy time.

® They are built-in safety valves in the balloon of black Trustration
through which steam is let out so that the balloon should not explode
in the face of the oppressor. Historical facis bear this peint out
because ane clearly remembers that the Transkei was put on the road to
“self-detormination’ in 1963 to defuse the impatience that Blacks had
cloarly displayed earfy in the sixties with a palitical system that denied
them rights as citizens, The Matanzimas wera brought in as leaders to be
looked up to at the time when Blacks had chosen their own real leaders
wha did nat compromise with the system. Even today people of reason
in the black are hing for sol outside
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thase platiorms which are recognised as death traps for the black
community.

@ They are designed to chent the black man into panicipating in his
own oppression because of built-in ssfeguards that make it impossible
for any person using them to liberate himself,

It Is common cause that no intelligent man can devise a system which
|= aimed at destroying him, especialty if one takes Into consideration the
desperation of the white racists in this case. Pratoria has it all worked
out to entranch white ruls for as long as possible; it is therefore naive to
think that the white racists will sit back and allow themselves 1o be
destroyed by their own creation, The likes of Sonny Leon are deluding
themsatves and have been told thet much by Pretoris. e.g. during the
so-colled budget crisis the Ministor of Coloured Affairs came out the
winner because he had a ready measure 1o apply 10 defuse the situation
and all Sonny Leon could do wes 1o step down powerless.

. Tha cnsahon m‘ these apmlc duvolonmnn: platforms is aimad at
g the

into the racist
pnilcy of the white regime as a sincere programme daesigned in the
interest of the black people and any participation in them by Blacks can
only give ibility to the to the detri of the black
people.

This has bean borne out by the confusion that reigns on the intar-
national scene generated by people like Gatsha Buthelezi who are sean
and sllowed to criticise the South African government from thelr
Bantustan platforms with no action being taken against them, The black
community must resent thess tactics by Gatsha which do more harm
than good to thair cause of total liberation. He is one man who has given

bility to thesa and the world by
expressing ‘revolutionary ideas’ from o platform most men of reason
reject.

@ They are designed so that those black people who participate in
thern are the ones who soil their hands by doing the dirty work designed
and plenned by white rocists, An ilustration of this fact has been
alluded to above with respect to the 1974 Act which gave Bantustans
the power to ban cpponents and will bacome clearer as the white
community becomes more and mors insecura in their position of
privilege. It is not far fetched to envisage a day when Bantustan leaders
will ba made by Pretoria to force Blacks to lay their lives in defence
of this country where they are nommally regarded as sub-humans with
no rights as citizens.

The black community must reject these platforms unequivocally
now, and work out their own plans and strategies for change as an
oppressed group and strive relentlessly for real freedom.
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