Tegko  Simon  Nkodi®

Simon  was  boen In Soweto on Bowing Day in 193F Bul grew up on & farm
in Heilbran in the Grange  Free State.  Whep  he started school  there he had
to walk 14 ¥m =z gay to and from  school.

At the end of 1921, he had completed std 4 at the +4azrm school  and went
to Jjein hiz parents in Hophelong in the Yaai.

Pespite an unhappy family Tife and the difficulties  of adapting to e
bigger schoo!  apd & fownship  environment, Simon performed  well  at school
and obtained position ome in hig Ciass,

When Simon  began high school  in 1974, he Joined the Students  Christian
Movement {8M) which %%, He zlso began oplaving fennis and sang in the
janier choir.

@t that time, he and a group of <riends were  constant zipgled out for
particuiar  punishments ant choresz  and there were no ctudent organizaticns
to deai with these probisms,

Thus tn the foilowing  wear, when Simon  was  in Standard 2, he waz  among
those who initiated the formation of the Lebohant  Ctudent Action
Commitiee at his schoot. They =ent & petifion 1io the opriacipal.

Zimon  was  in Btandard 9 in {574 when students  wers forced to have
some  jessons g0 =frikaans,  They read in 1he newspapers that other schasis
were  protesting apainst  Afrikeanz ang so they alsp staried complaining to
their principal.

A bovcott  of classes  began &t some  higher primary  sthools  in Sehekeng.
Buses were ctoned by marching  schopl children  and our school  library was
ingted. To Simon’s  surprize, he was delained  with  fellow  students  as
syspectz  imoreistion to the ‘ooied iibrary ang taken to Johs Vorsfer  Sousre
in Johanneshurg wnere  thay were  separated interogated  and assauited,

Meverthe ese itwaz at John Verster  GSgusre  that Eimen  4irst heard people
singing  freedom  sonos.  weter (0D days ne waz  relsased.

The foilowing year. Simon’s  parents  decided  that Simon should oo to
boarding schos!  ang zent him i a nop-racizl Cathelic  Gchoeol  where  he
wag one of blacks n 3 school  of 800,

Simon  changed  schoois  again  inomaterc,  thiE time going to Santa Maria
High &chool, whers he Joined the Young Christiar  Glugents  (YEE),

In 1578, Jghaanses  Matsobane, 3 activist Hfrem the Vaal triapgle, died
while seruing His sentence  aon Robben  Island.

Y08  got inuolued  with  the furerzl  arrangements and in the course of
making  thess  arrangements, they came intz contact  with  the Soweto
Giydents  League (53L) and the Maal Youth Crusade.

They went  house to house collect ng  funde  for the funeral  ang
negotiated with cshop owners and shebeen  owners o close their busineszes
or the day of the 4uneral. The funeral was held on 2B fugust 1978,

In 1980 Simon  attended 2 secretarial  college  in Johamneshburg. In March
that year, the Vazl brasch of the Congress of South  African Btudens
(Cosas) was launched and he pecams itz general secretary.

Cosas  began by concerning  itseld with the formation of SRO's  in the Vaal



put soon  became invclyed in the rent issue because  there were no other
oroanisations in exictance, Cosas  organised mass  meetings  which  Simon

adoressed.
In Sepiember 1980,  Cosas  organised a protest march  to disturb  the
yigit of Mopedi $rom  Owaliwa and joined in the protesis  against  ihe

replanning  of Svaton  organized by the Evaton  Ratepayers #ssociation.
Vazl students  joined the national school  boyocotts  in (980 and  Cosas
srganised  sit-ine and bovcotts  as a result of which  Simon  was  detained
for 14 days.
In 1981 GSimon was detained for seven months and held as a potential
state witness. He was never :zalled %o aqive eyidence and released on 27
July 1981, During his detentien he was interrogated  at length and

tortured.
In Dctober!%8l Zimgn  was  again detained for about siw days.
In 1982, GEBimon moved to Johannesburg and got 2z part-time  job at the

South African  Ipstitute of Race Relations  with their Operation  Hunger
Project. At the time of his detention he was ctill empioved by the GAIRR
az a co-ordinator of the Education  Support  Frogramme,

In Johanneshurg, Simon  became inuclved in the Detairess  Suppoert
Committee {Descom)  where  he would help wvisiting the families of
detainess, organising foocd parcels and seeing to it that detainees  have
legal assistance,

He was detained on the 23rd of Septamber 1784 while atiending 2
funeral of a friend. ¥ who had been Hilled in the unrest.
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