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CUSSION PAPESR ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE U.D.F.

iegislation of the AMC and other organisations on Febr
f. 1520 brounht fto the fore intense dehatses ang discussions
Future of the UWDRF. Two main argumenis prepondsrate:

3. fnat, fthe UDF should dissolve now that
nanned. 1t suoossits ih

=T e aToord
of pur stsuggis
'-nE oF ?ﬂe
nave Jalned A
men’a lnaﬁu¢ and fmr

sarlatlmw and Cape Demmrrﬂfq i ﬂpntiﬁn
but = few3 have diasnlved to form branches of the AL
ii:. The ULF has completed its growih circle. Tt cannot draw in
rew formations. There is no hope of winning ovsr  ths P44
znd AZAPO.
R The move towards the formation of a2
with 3 capacity o co-—ordinste civic
I

irrsisvant
Ve T 4MOC is the main vehiole throuch which The malioriity wonld
attain power. Therefore our resourc2s and best cadres must

v 25
deploved and harnessed in ihe building of the AND. The =2xist

—ance of the UDF makss this ftask impossible.
B, The s=cond argument i thai e Ul should transiorm 1fs
character. This argument -

o The imporiance of ifha
continuesd nesd for ©h

1i. The pnesd ifo draw into the struggle forocss fragditionaily not
part of the democratic sovement. It points at potential and
capacity to CONCRETISE the unifving perspective as svaidenced
fzalbeit pot structur—

by ths conference for Democratic Tuturs

m Charter the ULF narrowed 1is
oositicn to win the ai =t
craibe to the Fresdos CH




W a2 naticnal patricitzc front initiated and lsc by
Sach oa front should not onlv include the frigartaiis ziliance.
bt also groupinos such as the FaL. 740 IRYAONDZIS movement
and others.,

Thezss zrgumenis recurred many times a2t local level ip ths NED and

BEC mestings as well as st April UDF workshop in Cape Town.

Do thess arguments sdegustsly address themsslves to the concrste

=1t¢a“ facing fhe demooratic smovemsnt anc the atisndapnt chal-

attesapts to synthesize the wviews of ths
ittes mesting helc in Ssotember 1990 and
1 Executive CDommitiss. and sreprsssniaitives
=t 211 LDF regions, soms Scuthern tramswvaal ssctors =nd =ome
mamber oF the nationai syscutive commitisse of the Sfrican Naflﬂn—

______ Furthermors the papase 1s intended o stimulste ' a

of the ULF *ariﬁﬂ th=
ation movemsnit in
us discussion ot the future of the UDF reguires 5 curso—
st the history of this August front. wWhat were the
arcss which cave riss fto the UDF7? What 1= the hisiorice
frowmbhach the HDF wacs borne? dWhat rols dig it alay  and
its achievemsnts. Mors importantly fths debste shoulid be
within ours owverall strateov in the currsnt ohasel It
must recall pur strategy.
By fhe2 lats ssventiss — heginning of the e;abfxnﬁ ; oFf
mazs  orosnisation, 1.e. Civics. housing com—
mizbere commitisss, voulh congressss had begun to smergs. Howmer -
2, thess OEEANISATION founoht fsclated struggles.  Soon oroores
sives began discussions on how to wage wunited s=zruggles, given
thes commonality of the issues arnund which Struooies wers waoso.

aoyernments  introduction of regressive laws, the Eoornhof
and threse chamber constitution did not onily maks anity
out also demandsd 2 p911tlca? response. Thus ths LDF
] 2 wids Panging procram  of
nRSS CCﬁTEﬁt Bttt with & LIMITED Dh‘FE*
rom o winning Ssupport for 1iEs ¢

bovocott of ths election.

paions o =ducsts ths

d dangers of the gover
it was conceivad a > front witn limited

and aciivitiss
Demooratic Fevolu
=
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Svystems . weErs fThe =osougting of
professionals. situdent ocrganisa-
winning the alisggiance of our
i in the AND bscsms  =svsn more
Ture =ng prestige. Fhe a==
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LAYING THE ROLE OF A POLITICAL




ricle of atfiliates in
UDF policy diminished
bzcames dishorisd That
ping from boittom to =)
2 policy wWas es
rip Dosibtions.,
ntors aof such
avated ths situa

e
.o

1

ative

of Emergency meant that the gense ig forums

iat=s met o sxchanos viDws., =va =t=gise

t2 poli could ne longer meel 2]

he=s =m0 strengih R front drsw from 25 were
grderained., The o of democracy whic e halli-

=rs of the F o from the tims of 11 inceo

ons of secrecy rEsulised in 3

ma poiicy o ths UDF.

Blthounh the statse of emsrgency and the
=ffacted participation and stunted locsl
not lose the will to organise coordinate
forcas, The succsEsstul confersrnce for a
limed not only bhe corrFeciness of the u
=trategy of front oolitics but. highliigh
UDE o uniits 3 brosd range of snitioapas
=t le. Its political lesdesrship and

i of the 4NC oo

po damer i
e af pol =1 1=
Emooratic Having griis
the Africs ress st is incs
havinog st ¥ working prin
concsivabis the 4D for les

ig THE ROLE QF THE UDF IM TH

£

i
et

i

ol
r-‘.
W

bt

i S
54

o 1]

]
L

il

Tl 1 T |
Lom
Mnlm ¢ru3 aom

o
%

i

U]

February 2Znd; changed the
= t the ANC had to
3 Bip of our Mationsl
p: vangusrd roxle of
ofhion. angﬂts thiz =otznd
cipl the UDF  conlz not

FHASE OF

Thiz gusst:on cannoi be answersed mechanically or smotionaily.
Indeed, we shoulid ot be ssntimental or romantic ip owuyr Fesponeg
io this sumstion. Moy cam we atford o be suZisciive.



obisctiv nd our oversli straitsgy to BC
ariy we nesc o undsrstand ths na
nged againsht spartheid and whac

=2 o make our straisgic obiectia
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=3 YE =
pillar creating conditions for the
realins, It azivarsssd in z2oction &
foroces  and brought 3 aEinra
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rhtensl fied o unprecedantad levels culminataing i

ive Snti-fpscrihsid Sct of the Us Dongress.
P oithe Declisration on Apariheid and 2 destrpctivs
v "

& ; ' g r e B
rEtoria Minutes were siooed, Some gmlitical  orisoosers  wERE
Tolsmszoa the Sists of Emprasncy was 1ified and the r=gims has
vnderizk=sn o review repressive lsgislation during Ehe nExt
SEsEl o7 parliament
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L3 stegy must be harnessad  mass  formaiions.  Ccivios,
=T ofessional. trade unions and educationsl organis=a—
tio only members af ths 4NC take part in this siruggie,
= TEE & ividuals and organisations holding divergsnt wvisws
bt thelsss want tn end apartheid muast takes part in the
=R
lreagy bhrounht many organizations ung of
v of thsss have since come o acoept A Ii=
nere are several othesrs who have ppt y=2t ioinsed the
ay not jeoin 2t in the forceablie Tuture. hrouan the
Tront politis ced Lo engages millions in thE
str By e Ak reauiring theEm o 1 =
2L =  &nd 101N Two gains wesrs =t
e S the czuse of ® ail= many peopls b
watd I the persosctive of 3 non-—racisd gem
S spltaneoesl v T our
B the participa e niEation
T g nat nacegsarily support the apC. Many
MAE . MADEL and others wers drawn close 1o B 5
. igh politiral profile of the LDF and its commitment
o m Charter has oiten mads thess organisations relue—

accaprancs
Desocratic

In this connaciion the Mational Working Dommitise mesting ofF  fha
UDFE a2t i SHC Mational Exscutive was present, sxaprassed the
vimw thEat the tactic of uniteg front politics wmas still reslevant
t0 our siruogle and that we should rot abasndon 1t at this stage.
I cated a fronit broader that thes UDF and in which affiliztes
aarticipate dynamically in the formulation of @ policy,
v. and the implementsation of same. Mass action should b2
iving force of such a froot in order to aliow for the
dation of the mass component of such front. the Freesdom
showuid not be the basis for uanibtv.

g cannot agres more. We need to retain th
ticns  whom  we browught into the struggle.
mies i lon creative ways of frawing mors
inta the Mational Desocratic siruggle. If
=hall be narrowing  down the social bDase
weaksning our  sirategy of NBE. Many pEon
o +

0

hesn part of our strugolis will bes 1o

1,1I



In fpril we acknowledned that the charmged politicsl contsst re-—

guired the scalingdown of the golitical profile of the UDF o

avoid compsitition with the ANMD, The chanogs in charscie a7 ths

UDF 1= also necessary te facilitate tThe absorption :f other

oroupings such as NAFCOD, SABSMA . MADEL .  INYARNDZIA, Religious

groups €t s8i. Ferhaps 1if we discarded the Freedom Charter as

woilod  Tacilitste the broadening of the Front and  thoeshy  £he
social bas2 of our strunogle. -

rzluctance of some organisations to ioin the UDF has

poliitical profile suggest that any Ltnited Front in which the

angd the Farty participate is inlikely o attract thess

=. Yeib we need fthem in the struggle. Thesrefore the frant

ag=d hare would be different from a MNatzonal Fatrintic Front

by  the 4GNC ang accommodative of the A4, RIHFG, IMNYSRDTO

i and outside the banLus—

MOVEMENTE and othayr poiitical group
This sort of 2 front wouid b
a ohangsd LUDF.

Bigher

CURRENT CHALLENGES AMD THE ROLE OF UDF IN DEVELOFMENT AND RECON—

Freviopsly  the 1IDF smphasised opposition. proftest and defiance.
It pin poinited the adeguacies of the system, i1tz socizal insguali-
ties and demanded that the rsgime and its structurs should  re-
dress them. Ths UDF wss generally net pro active, save in  re-
spect of crsating new organisations such as givioc assoriations —
the task ii conti to pErform.

es oFf the UDF zns8 1ts sffiliates r
ke of development, thers were no  —omp
To artively promotz development. I
nessaes of the authoritises.  The —hange
2nd th= prospect of 20 =E
the issus of development a:
reguired to addrsss this gusstics o
he Mational Farty Government. thes AND covernment
tﬂwﬁ with huge demands for tha wpgrading of the ousii-
of miliieons to whom aparitheid hss  begueathed,
iteracy and poors guality of sducation ang facil-—
wmnt, rising living costs and sppalling healih
townshions and rural areseas. These problsms. the
from the Nationalist s government.

governmen




rmation of the UDF should be disc
concrete situation. Dopes ths UDF have =
westion of develooment?

d sxamins whether —hs UDF shoulic not be  ftramns-—

whilst it caontzinues to faciliftaste the Tormation
ats zoctivities of the civic =a2ssooist

RLUISAE | SOMECD . SOHWTG MNAFDS . NODE: |

=r=, (it is assumsd that 2 changsd UDE
ranisations — opreviously unaffilisteg:
ment. ralss debates on strategies for
crestion of regicnal development foru

IS

il

R !
could be made to
faoilztiss nDatwes
bodiess ocouid igink
fimid =.0. Carss
Or SMMES . ciwva
men T i plann:
cC £ G BT
mant ria

The particiocating of the UDF 10 develo
managing tThe it should not =
technica i seicpmenti. It =h
julnd respect o7 dEvel
inwalve iss through Ehei
ing prior: welopment and o
that r=gard.
In this wavy, ws —an combins dynamicsliy mass  aciizon and  the
bBulilidirg oF organs of Deople’s power wiih bEhs process of ceveloo—
meEnt and reconstruction. Already indicsiions are Thait thes A8RD 1=
goinn  Eo  faze difficulities in raising money  Tor developmenio
Farsign govermnments refuss to fund political paritises. 8 cas=s 1o
e recent refussl by the dapanese government to fund
= basis that funding the ANMC was contrary to their

"
i




Howevear, all the ogovernments which refuss to fund SR oro—
grammeas are amenable o funding proiscis which arse associated
with the ANC or political parties. A transformed | can use its

influsnoce on these governmants to Tund or isncreass their  funding
for development in which we participasts through progressive
cectoral formations and servics groups. Th= added advarniags of
such an initiative could be the prevent:ion of =oms hositile group—

ings cupying this space.

In tSion, we reiterate that this is a merse discussion paper

which attempis to approach the subject of the rtuturs of the LHDF
=2z =nole that must give directicon fo the deohate at all
. It attempts it locate the desbate in fthe current situation

and highlight the concrete needs and challenges facing the ARG

and the demooratic foroces in gensral.

fen in 2 limited time. & more CcompreEhensive pansr 1

necessary  for further debates. We submit however, that for the
purpos=s  of this MED it does lay some basis for a Fruztfol dis
cussion — a discussiocn that will oot some meat or the bones.
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