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NATIONAL NEwS

CONSITUTIONAL GUIDELINES ARE BEING DEBATED BY PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE

Preamble

Tha Freedom Charter, sdopted in
1953 by the Congress of the Peopie at
Fhptown, hew Johsnneslar(, was the
o 8 Fysiemane Ltaiement in the history
ol o couwniry of the poiltical and
tonsliiviional vision of & lree,
aemociatg and nonJacial South
L]

The Freedom Chaner remaing loday
wrque as the enly South Alrican
Dcwrnent of He kind thal adheres
himiy o democratie principles as
sccepled Ihroughoul the world.

ANC lines up a new
constitutior for South Africa

and would mez~ that tha mass of it »
people conbinue 10 be « natitubio.arily
trapped in poverty ancd remain &%
outsiders in the lafid of (heir binh,
Finally, the efficacy of the constitulion
will, io nlarge exteni, be determinad by

QH South Al i has
by lai Ihe mosi widely sccepled
programma for & post-apariheid
coumry. [he 5L8QE 1 NOw BppY

the deg 1o which it promotes
conditions for the active involvernent of
all sectors of the popuiation at all levels

9
whave the Freedom Charter must be
comened hom & vision of the hulure
o & constmubonal resity,

Ve in the Alrican Malk i Ca

in g and in the economic
and cultural fife.
Bearing thess fundamental

objectives in mind, we declare that the

WM o the peopie of South A?rlcl.
and all thoss Wwoughoul the world who
with 10 sae an end of apartheid, our

banc g tor the | i ol
o N & post-ap id South
Alrica,

Extensive and democratic debate
@n these guidelines will mobilise the
widesl sechrons ol our population 1o
achisve agresment on how lo put an
end 1o the tyranny and oppr
under which our psople live, thus
enabling them 1o lead normal decent
lives as free ofiz in & fres country.

The immediale aim iz 10 create a just
and democralic society thal will sweep
away Ihe country's old legacy of
colonial conquest and white
domination, and abolish all laws
imposing racial oppression and
diserimination. The (emoval of

incri y laws and eradication ol
all vestiges of the lllegitimate regime
are, however, not enough. The

and b lons of heid

musl be p

by democratic ones. Steps musi be
taken to snsure thal apartheid ideas
and practices are not permitied to
appear in old or new forma,

In addition, the efiects ol centurias
of racial domination and Inequality
must be by itutional
visions lor corrective action which
guaraniess a rapid and kreversible
redistribulion of wealth and opening of
lacilities 1o all. The constitution must
si30 be such 1o promote the habits of
non- racial and non-sexist thinking,,
the practice of antl-racist behaviour
and the acquisition ol genuinely
shared patriolic consciousness,

The constitution must give firm

lon to the tund I human

and be

rights ol all citizens. There shall be
equal rights for ail Individuals
lerenpactive of race, colour, sex or
ceed. in sddition, the consiitution

must squal o
and religious rights for all,
Under the conditions of

contemporary South Alrica, B7% of the
land and 95% of the instruments of
production are in the hands of the
rviing class, which is drawn solely from
the white community,

it follows, thersiore that
conslitutional protection lor group
rights would pavpetuste the status quo

ol spartheid and the
creation of a ruly just snd democratic
Soulh Alrica requires a conslitution
based on the lollowing principle:-

State

(A)South Africa shall be an in-
dependent, unitary, democratic
.and non-racial stale.

(B)Sovereignty shall belong o
the peaple as a whole and shall be
cxercised through onc central
legislature, cxccutive, judiciary

“and administration, Provision

shall be made for the delegation
of the powers of the ccotral
authorily to subordinale ad-
ministrative units for purpases of
more elficicnt administration
and democratic participation,

(C)The institution of
hereditary rulcrs and chicls shall
be transformed o serve Lhe inter-
ests of the peaple as a whole in
conformity with the democratic
principles embodied in the con-
stitution,

(D)All organs of government,
including justice, sccurity and
armed forces, shall be repre-
sentative of the people as a
whole, democratic in their struc-
ture and funclioning the prin-
ciples of constitution.
Franchise

(E)In the exercise of their
sovercignty, the people shall have
the right 1o vole under a system ol
universal sullrage based on the
principle of one person/one vote.

(F)Every voter shall have the
right to stand for clection and to
be eclected to all legislative
bodies.

National Identity

(G)It shall be state policy to
promote the growth of a single
national identity and loyalty

WA

The organised masses must decide on their fulure -

biding on all South Alricans. At
the same time, the state shall
recognise the linguistic a- . ~ul-
tural diversity of the peogn: 2~
provide facilities for free linguis-
lic and culiural development,

BIll of Rights and
affirmative action

(H)The constitution shall in-
clude a Bill o Rights based on the
Freedom Charter. Such a Bill of
Rights shall guarantec the fun-
damental human rights of all
citizehs, irrespective of race,
colour, sex or creed, and shall
provide appropriate mechanisms
for their protection and enforce-
menl.

(I)The state and all social con-
stitutional duty to eradicate race
discrimination in all its forms.

(J)The state and all social in-
stitutions shall be under a con-
stitutional duty 1o take active
steps to eradicate, speedily, the
economic and social inequalities
produced by racial discrimina-
tion,

(K)The advocacy or practice of
racism, [ascism, nazism or the in-
citement of the ethnic or regional
cxclusivencss or hatred shall be
outlawed.

(L)Subject to clause (I) and
K) above, lhe democratic state
shzll guarartee the basic rights
ana ‘reedoms, such as [reedom of
associalion, thought, worship
and the press. Furthermore, the
state shall have the duty to
protect the right to work and
guarantee the right to education
and social sccurity.

(M)AIl parties which conform
to the provision of (I) to (K)
above shall have the legal right to
exist and to take part in the politi-
cal life of the country.
Economy

(N)The state shall ensure that
the entire economy serves the in-
terests and well-being of the en-

lird population.

(O)The state shall have the

right to determine the general
conlext in which ec ic life

the rights and obligations attach.-

ing 1o the ownership and use of
prewinciive capacity,

(1" The private sector of the
cconomy shall be obliged to co-
operate wath the state in realising
the objectives of the Freedom
Charter in promoting social well-
being.

(U)The economy shall be a
mixcd onc, with a public sector, a
private.sector, a co-operative
<cctor and a small scale family
sector,

(R)Co-operative forms of
cconomic cnlerprise, village in-
dustrics and small scale of family
activities shall be supported by
Jhe state.

(5)The state shall promate the
acquisition of ial, tech-
nical and scientific skills among
all scctions of the population,
especially the blacks.

(T)Property for personal use
and consumption shall be con-
stitutionally protected.

Land

{U)The state shall devise and
implement a land reform
programme that will include and
address the [ollowing issucs:-
abolition of all racial restrictions
on owncrship and; use of land;-
implementation of land reform in
conformity with the principle of
alfirmative action, taking into ac-
count the status of victims of
foreed removals,

Workers

(V)A Charter protectling
workers' trade union rights, espe-
cially the right to strike and col-
lective bargaining, shall be
incorporaled into the constitu-
tion,

Women

(W)Women shall have equal
rights in all spheres of public and
private life and the state shall
take affirmative action to
climinate incqualitics and dis-
crimination between the sexes
The Family

(X)The family, parenthood
and children's rights shall be
protected.

International

(Y)South Africa shall be a non-
aligned state committed to the
principles of the Charter of the
Organisation of African Unity
and the Charter of the United
Nations and to achievement of

takes place and define and limit

1 lib , world peace
and disarmament,

Workers must discuss how guidelines

THE ANC's Constitutional
r1 tA=11 'S Ik l.‘l 4 or
a lively debate at m recent con-
ference held In larare between
the ANC and South Africam
academics,

The ANC told the academics It
doesn't claim the document In-
cludes everything that ought to
be in any future constitution.

The oppressed musses or-
ganised In their structures bhave
to participate in the process of
mapping out the future constitu-

tion. But the guldelines can serve
as a basis for further discussion.
The guidelines should to be

The Constitutional C
of the ANC was formed In

studied critically by the broad
masses of the people for further
development.
Thiey have to be studled and
criticised in the context of strug-
le.
¥ The leadership of the ANC
decided to examine difTerent con-

" stitutlonal options and models '

for a futere democratic non-ra-
clal South Africa. ) "

J y 1986, under the leader-

ship of men such as Alble Sachs
and Zola Skweylyn, head of the
ANC's Legal Department. The
Freedom Charte:
The Guidelines are not the d

add to Freedbm Charter

series of organisations in the
democratic movement in S.A
today.

Democratic state

Preambie of the
Guidellnes emphasises the
Guldelines present no changes in

to substitute the Freedom
Charter but to carry It forward.

In the last ten years the
Freedom Charter has been

ds for full political,
economic and social participa-
tion in the government of South
Africn.: - ERN .

The Guidellnes advocate on in-

adopted as a progra by a

3
aep

centrunlised, Y

democratic, non-racisl state
with the power belonging to the
people ns a whole and exercised
through one central legislature,
executive and administration.

Recognising the leading role of
the working class in the struggle
for freedosn and the bullding of a
new sockety, the guidelines sug-
gest the inclusion of 8 Charter
protecting worker's trade walon
rights, such as the right to strike
and cellective bargalning.
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