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Y+M. Dadoo.
Last week in Highiate cemetery, the South African liberation movement
buried one of its greatest sons - Yusuf Mohamed Dsdoo. He had stood
in the forefront of that movement since the : before the second werld
war wghen he returned to his country from medical studies abroad - a

on
revoluticpnary in his early twenties whc kiwed to inspire a ;ﬁgie spirit
of national resistance. The national movement had fallen on karfxx bad

times; its ranks were divided, its spirit depressed, its arganisations

crumbling. Yusuf Dadco - gh,Indian nationalist}aﬂdﬂpatriot .ﬁ;communist
<

oroved Kzt a revolutionary activist extra-ordinary. the depressed

mood of the time, he toor #hon himself the role of revivaliifi to zather

together the still undefeated revolutionaryes of like mindjp aﬁ%et ont

to rebuild the feslings of national prids of Mé# peosnle, bto help them
2Pen to struggle

unlnedlﬁtfo liherate them‘eiviw zﬁrhadx YRIMEkE R EEER R NNNNX
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L ceaselegsly to those aims. He

rediscover the courage and will to resist oppragssion, and

believed passionately in the brotherhcod of man, not only as an ethical
article of faith bggt a3 a weapon in the struggle for liberty. Hia QQZIFurywﬂ?
ﬁy@ﬁﬁkﬁqﬁpg in/éhe formidable organising and agitating j#&% which he
Wi Llaunched, was tg cestroy the racial cankﬂra*@ﬂﬂ?}s‘er\*uathe face
of South Africa and wjlts peoples enchained. His goal was tq/end xm ’
the separateness of Coloured, Asian and African South Afpicans, and build&uéthﬂ4
a bhlack wity - & real single national consciousness -/éﬁwghallenge the
white regime, /to overthrow i§41and thus Mt open the rdad for a vopular
advance to freedom and sccialiam., From that zoal hne mever faltered,

As & full time revolutionary and onolitical amctivist over almost
fifty vears, he drew E;E inspirations from three main fg!nts: Tron
Gandhi 2 helial in the unconquerable strength of mass =zxmugg¥eresistance uie*‘
based on mass unity; from Nehru a deep belief that real nationalism wam;é
symbiotically linked with internationalism, and the very opposite of
national chauvinism; and from Marx the knowledge that national oppression
is a product of capitalism in the age of imperialismj an:d that @;tkﬁﬁtﬂim
its elimination required the revelutionary overthrow of the capitalist
order and the precosntruction of society on the basis of sceialiemn,
These gppdedl remained his inspiration to the end of his lifa, And if he
ﬁad been able to chooze his last resting nlace - since ne could not be
buried where his heart and psssion had always lain, in the midst of his
black South African countrx_pen - he would surely have choser to lie where

he now does , in the shadow of éﬁﬁ graat teacher, Karl Marx.
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Dadoo led the revival of the navional liverat f£ m the front e
f y eouRt tmpribunment for civil disobedience/since Gandhl s_EHmr A e
the Fi#et defigunce imperialist war and go ta Srison j?r doi so; Hhe k- iit

: Aokl m:fh

2 y unjust laws, repeatedly, and
of his supporters j} to prison for chat defiance. H@M



uef'never//hghevikl /,Q‘RMJ
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that leaders mnake tﬁe ﬂgvement @l e history #97Mq fiag1 but rather
! Slnn

that the movement makes/;#stleadera and itg histcry; that the leaders have
no special privilegs or authorit k special, unenviable
g ‘[Johy[ L]

L

,..,(
privilega of being/in'lhe forefront of the firing line when/the vement
r¥awmw< vt - .
ee£13~ehem—%e-moue*_ Dadoo led from the front. His name e

P#dm the major milestones along the road of the national movement's revival

VA~V - ]
et in the first steps towards all black untiy im the

from 1939 uptil its cland;tine years /P43 underground after 1960,
He was Mﬂ&?s}ow
lion-European United Front, in the later consolidation/through thé'Xuma—Dadoo
act qg}th the African National Congress; in the joint Indian-African Congress
canpaigne oi' Defiance of Unjust Laws_ anme organising of general strikes
in the sixties; and/&n he gﬁgﬁﬁisatigg—outside South Africa of a new base
for the resistance movementtimLzbncecjfu1xh_Qii¥e9f¥amb¢ﬂ%mi4ﬂiknﬁm
' Dadoo fathered many a campaign, HAREXAXZIHT vExgXieMrxiie and
became the front-line spokesman for many struggles$/he never claimed for .
himself any special glory or proprietery rights. DOriven = Yo vihond “Mimnqmﬁs
}g become a public orator? and agitator extraordinery, he remained to the
last a somewhat shy, quiet and simple citizen, wary of the limelight.
He wore his % diffidently, without any of the pride =znd arrcgance that
public acclaim and high office often carries in its %train. Histories will
racord the many honours and titles he accumulated in his career: President
of the Transvazal Indian Congress, and later of the South African Indian
Congress;: Chairman of the South African Communist Party; Vice—chairman of
the ANC's Revolutionary Council which spearheads the contemporary revolu-
tionary ottacks against the aparthesid state; Presidium member of the Worlid
Peace Councii; Isitwal%ﬁhe - the South African movement's rare award for
axcpetionally distinguished servucey the Dimiatrbc;\; Medal - and so cn, andfén.
But the hist\;_,i})ries will nct recall thf/ : 2 work and contributiong, #izi

nwow so Weaw . i
4be ovorlaid with g honours - the many small, tedious, endlessly ffg@gj?
A . CMJ’
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ingmobilising campaigns conductec from decor to door, fror

3 £ = thousand small and unrecorded meetings in homgges ¥Lwh£ft
the lengﬁﬂ an?42:?adth of the country// made Yusuf ladoo : household
S

f‘igur’s mm&uet:.(pﬁown ev ywheiz‘-‘e. .hoved everywher=, respected
everywhere -— Ykl never separated/by the pomp of trﬁle and oftfice fgelrZANie
m ';()Cﬂ & l"ﬂ--Q, —

There was a time - perhzps it is still.di'— when portraits of Dadoo
hung in alrmost every Asian home throughout the country - end in many
African ho,mes too - alonzside the mezzotints of Gandhi and Nehru and perhaps

King Ceorge. In the hostile and counter-revolutionary atmosphere, pefeBw




ers ce_ i mexs houg ntrolyn perhaps even

3.

beset everywhere by nolice informers and argdbitrary proscriptions, theregy
L X

will be no other memorisls than these erected to Ei\is most respected of

v )

our national heroes, But mm Dadoc needs pio placues, Bfy statues inh

his own land. A Phuthage f:r him in South Africa — as fgr Christopher Wren

in London, -~ ##-you seek his monuments look about yeus. Dadoo's

monuments are everywhere amongs{—t the neople, Wl IEY vhe bobr 4o
“Mmove—and—iRteni e evanAhnse ﬁho are too young ever to have seen or

heard the man, or to have jJoined him in any campaign. His memorial is

in the #pﬁlﬂeém plack unity which now flourishes everywhere, i >
A a

rd3r %9 supplant/the racizl separations of the past, anriﬁ%@%

o)
mass popular united front which isZ-@rdving 49 %0 confrontsthe old

. Hi ial i ; i ks o e weididso
regime, His memorigl is everywhere in new and rising
of the p=onle to i P 3 -
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9, strugglen & police state. éi:rt bove all, his memorial is in
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the great popular and working class struggles which gf now s‘nakiﬁg{ the

old foundations of white supremacy, Wﬂwﬁfm unstopvanle

harbhingers of the coming wi of the liberation strugszsles, Nadoo's

deep, and significant contr-itution to our nistory is not cnded; <@s wov c:amud“‘an

evea
Lgﬁ! lﬂ-of ﬁ’z]g Qniwgﬂﬁg the final liberation of i%lr-‘eoﬁleﬂ'
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